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THB 

HISTORY 

OF THE 

DECLINE AND FALL 

OF THE 

ROMAN EMPIRE. 

CHAR XXII. 

"ytdian is declared Emperor by the Legions ofGaul.-^ 
His March and Succefs. — The Death of Conjlan^ 
tius. — Civil Admijiijiration of Julian* 

WHILE the Romans languilhed under the c h a p. 
ignominious tyranny of eunuchs and ,J^^^ 
bifhops, the praifcs of Julian were repeated Thejea- 
with tranfport in every part of the empire, cl^^l^ 
except in the palace of Conftantius. The \'^^»"ip""* 
Barbarians of Germany had felr^ 'and flill 
dreaded, the arms of the young Ca^far ; his fol- 
diers were the companions of his viflory ; the 
grateful provincials enjoyed the bleffings of his 
reign; but the favourites, who had oppofed hit 
elevation, were offended by his virtues; and 
they juftly confidered the friend of the people 
as the enemy of the court. As long as the fame 
Vol. IV. B of 
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a THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, of Julian was doubtful, the buffoons of the 
palace, who were {killed in the language of fa- 
tire, tried the efficacy of thofe arts wMqh they 
had fo often praftifed with fuccefs. The^/ eafily 
difcovered, that his fimplicity was not exempt 
from affedation : the ridiculous epithets of an 
hairy favage, of an ape invefted with the purple, 
t^ere applied to the drefs and perfon of the phi- 
lofophic warrior ; and his modeft difpatches were 
f^igmadzed as the vain and elaborate fidions of 
a loquacious Greek, a fpeculative foldier, who 
had ftudied the art of war amidft the groves of 
the acadejny '. The voice of malicious folly 
was at Ie»gth filenced by the fhouts of victory ; 
the conqueror of the Franks and Alemanni could 
no longer be painted as an objtGt of contempt ; 
and the monarch himfelf was meanly ambitious 
of dealing from his lieutenant the honourable 
reward of his labours. In the letters crowned 
with laurel, which, according to ancient cuftom, 
were addrefled to the provinces, the name of 
Julian was omitted. *^ Conftantius had made 
'^ his difpofitions in perfon ; he had (ignalized 
•* his valour in the foremoft ranks j iis military 

< Omnes q^ui p^s poterant in palatio, adulandi profefTores |ain 
do^if rc6le confutta, profpercqoe completa rertebant in deridicu- 
lamz taiia iine tnodo ftiepentes infulfe $ in odium venit cvm vtc- 
toriis fuis { cRp^llai non homoj ut hirfiitum Julianum carpentes, 
appellAnterque locjuacem talpam, et purpuratara fimiam, ct litterio- 
Jhem Grsecnm : et hit congroentia pluriina atqo« Ternacula principi 
rcfonantes, audire hcc taliaque geftienti, virtutet ejus obrucre ver« 
bis impudentibus conabantur, ut fegnem inceflentci et timidum et 
umbratilem, geftaquc fecui verbis coroptioribus exornantem. Am- 
aianua, xvii. iit 

«« conduA 
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bV THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ^ 

^' conduct had fecured the Tiftory ; and the ^ ^ A p- 
** captite king of the Barbarian^ was prefented 
" to bim on the field of battle/* fi-om which he 
was at that time diftant about forty days jour« 
ney *• So extravagant a fable tras incapable, 
however, of deceiving the public credulity, of 
even of fatisfjing the pride of the emperor him- 
felf. Secretly confcious that the applaufe and 
favour of the Romans accompanied the rifing 
fortunes df Julian, his difcontented mind was 
prepared to receive the fubtle poifon of thofe 
artful fycophants, who coloured their mifchievous 
defigns with the faired appearances of truth and 
candour ^ Inflead of depreciating the merits 
bf Julian, they acknowledged, and even ex- 
aggerated, his. popular fame, fuperior talents^ 
and important fetvices. But they darkly infw 
nuated, that the virtues of the Caefar might in« 
ftantl/ be converted into the mod dangerous 
crimes^ if the inconftant niultitude (hould pre- 
fer their inclinations to their duty; or if the 
general of a victorious army fliould be tempted 

* Ammian. <vi. ii. The orator Tfaemiftidi (iv. p; 569 57.) bc« 
Heved wbateYer was contained in the Imperial lettert, which wen 
addrefled to the ieoate of Conftantinopie; Aureliiis ViAor, who 
]iobliihcd his Abridgment in the laft year of Cohftantias, aferibeS 
the German vi^ories to the ^Jdam of the emperor^ and the firtM 
of the C^bfar. Yet the hiftorian, foon afterwards, was indebted to 
the favoor or efteem of Julian for the honoor of a brafs ftattie } and 
the important offices of confular of the fecond Pannonia^ and pr«- 
fcA ot the city. Ammian. xxi« 10. 

} Callido noccndi artificio» accdfatoriam diritatem laodtim tttvlia 
peragebant. . • • Hab voces ftieruot ad inilammanda odia probrk om« 
mbus potentiores. See Mamcrtin. in Af^ione Ontianun in V^ 
Paacgyr. xi» 5j 6. 

B i trom 
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4 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

•^xxti*** froni his allegiance by the hopes of revenge^ and 

y^^ , '^ independent greatnefs. The perfonal fears of 

fnvy'oT^ Conftantius* were interpreted by his council as 

Conftan- a laudable anxiety for the public fafety ; wbilll 

""'* in private, and perhaps in his own breafl, he 

difguifed, under the lefs odious appellation of 

fear, the fentiments of hatred and envy, which 

he had fecretly conceived for the inimitable virtues 

of Julian. 

Theie- The apparent tranquillity of Gaul, and the 

Gad Ti-e imminent danger of the eaftern provinces, offered 

ordered to ^ fpecious preicnce for the defign which was art- 
march into \ * . ^ . .n rr»f 

the Eai(, fully concerted by the Imperial miniuers. They 
April, ^^^' refolved to difarm the Caefar ; to recall thofe 
faithful troops who guarded his perfon and dig- 
nity ; and to employ in a didant war againft 
the Perfian monarch, the hardy veterans who 
had vanquiflied, on the banks of the Rhine, the 
fierccft nations of Germany. Wlrile Julian ufed 
the laborious hours of his winter-quarters at 
Paris in the adminiftration of power, which, in 
his hands, was the exercife of virtue, he was 
furprifed by the hafty arrival of a tribune and a 
notary, with pofiiive orders from the emperor, 
which they were direded to execute, and he was 
commanded not to oppofe. Conftantius fignified 
his pleafure, that four entire legions, the Celtae, 
and Petulants, the Heruli, and the Batavians, 
0iould be feparated from the ftandard of Julian, 
under which they had acquired their fame dnd 
difcipline ; that in each of the remaining bands, 
three hundred of the braveft youths fhould be 

felcaed; 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 5 

feledled ; and that this numerous detachment, chap. 
the ftrength of the Gallic army, fliould inftantly ^^"* 
begin their march, and exert their utmoft dilU 
' gence to arrive, before the opening of the cam- 
paign, on the frontiers of^Perfif *• The Cacfar 
forefaw, and lamented, the confequences of this 
fatal mandate. . Mod of the auxiliaries, who 
engaged their voluntary fervice, had ftipulated, 
that they ffiould. never be obliged to .pafs the 
Alps. The public faith &f Rome, aqd the per. 
fon^l I]onour of Julian, had been* pledged for 
the obfervance of this condition. Such an aft 
pf treachery and oppreflion would deftroy the 
confidence, and excite the refentment, of the 
independent warriors of Germany, who confi- 
dered truth as the nobleft of their virtues, . and 
freedom as the moft valuable of their poffeffions. 
The legionaries, who enjoyed the title and pri- 
vileges of Romans, were ^nlifted for the general 
defence of the republic ; but thof^ mercenary 
troops heard with cold Jndifrerence the anti- 
quated names of the republic and of Rome. 
Attached, either from birth or long habit, to 
the climate and manners of Gaul, they loved 
and admired Julian ; they defpifed, and perhaps 
hated, the emperor j they dreaded the laborious 
inarch, the Perfiaa arrows, and the burning de- 

4* The minute inteiral^ which may be inrcrpoled, between the 
lyamt adtiba and the *frim vert of AiDinianue (xx. I* 40» inftcad of 
allowing a fufficient fpace for a march of three thou&nd inilet, 
wonld render the orders of Conftantiut at extravagant as they were 
unjuft. The troops qf Gaul coutd not have reached Syria till tha 
epd of autumn. The memory ot Ammianut muH have been ioac- 
curate, and bis language incorrect. 

B 3 ferts 



Digitized by 



Google 



« THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP* ferts of Afia. They claimed as their own the 
country which they had fayed ; an4 excufed their 
want of fpirit, by pleading the facred and more 
jinmediate duty of protefling their families and 
friends. The ^prebenfions of the Gauls were 
derived from the knowledge of the impending 
and inevitable danger. As foon as the province$ 
were ezhaufted of their military ftrength, the 
Germans would violate a treaty which had been 
impofed on their Tear$ ;• and notwithftanding the 
abilities and valour of Julian, the general of a 
nominal army, to iT^hom the public calamities 
would be imputed, mud find himfelf, after a 
vain refiftance^ either a prifoner in the camp of 
the Barbarian^, or a criminal in the palace of 
Conftantius. If Julian complied with the orders 
which he had received, he fpbfcribpd his o^n 
deftrudion, and that of a people who deferved 
his aSe£lion« Bu( a ppfitive r^efufal was an a£t 
of rebellion, and a declaration of war. The in« 
cxora^le jealoufy of the emperor, the peremp- 
tory, an4 perhaps infidious, nature of his com- 
mands, left not any room for a fair apology^ 
or candid interpretation; and the dependent 
flation of the Caefar fcarcely allowed him tp 
paufe or tp deliberate* Solitude increafed the 
perplexity of Julian ; he could no longer apply 
to the faithful connfels of Salliif}:, who had been 
removed from his office by the judicious malice 
of the eunuchs : hp could not even enforce hi§ 
reprefentations by the concurrence of the mi- 
nifters, who would have been afraid, or afliamed, 
to approve the ruin of Gaul The moment ha4 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 7 

been chofen, when Lupidnus % the general of ^ "^ **• 
the cavalry, was difpatched into Britain, io te» 
pulfe the inroads of the Scots and Pi&s; and 
Florentius was occupied at Vienna by the afleff^ 
ment of the tribute. The latter, a crafty and 
corrupt ilatefman, declining to aflume a refpon- 
(ibie part on this dangerous occafion, eluded the . 
prefCng and repeated invitations of Julian, who 
reprefented to him, that in every important mea« 
fure, the prefence of the presfed was indifpenf- 
able in the council of the prince. In the mean 
while the Cacfar was opprefled by the rude and 
importunate folicitations of the Imperial meflen^ 
gers, who prefumed to fugged, that if he ex«* 
pe£ted the return of his minifters, he would 
charge himfelf with the guilt of the delay, and 
referve for them the merit of the execution* 
Unable to refill, unwilling to comply, Julian 
exprefled^ in (he moft ferious terms, Us wifli, 
and even bis intention, of refigi^ing the purple,, 
which h^ could not preferve with honour^ but 
which he could not abdicate with fafety* 

After a painful conflict, Julian was compelled. Their difr 
to acknowledge, that obedience was the virtue ^"'^••"* 
of the moil eminent fubjeft, and that the fove-^ 

5 AmmianuSy xx« i. The ralour of Lupicinut, and his milU 
tary ikiU» are acknowledged *by the hiftorian, who, in hit affcAed 
language* accufet the general of exalting the hornt of hii. pride, 
bellowing in a tragic tonc> and exciting a doubt, whether he wa$ 
more croel or avancioue. The danger from the Scots and Pi At wat 
To feriooty xhu Julian hiaiftlf had fome thoughts of pafiiiig over into 
tbeiflaii4. 

»4 ^^^S?^ 
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CHAP, reign alone was entitled to judge of the public 
welfare. He iffued the neceflary orders for car- 
rying into execution the commands of Conftan- 
tius ; a part of the troops began their march for 
the Alps ; and the detachments from the feveral 
garrifons moved towards their refpeftive places 
of affembly. They advanced with diiEculry 
through the trembling and affrighted crowds of 
provincials; who attempted to excite their pity 
by fiient defpair, or loud lamentations ; while 
the wives of the foldiers, holding their infants 
in their arms, accufed the defertion of their huf- 
bands, in the mixed language of grief, of ten- 
dernefs, and of indignation. This fcene of ge- 
neral diftitfs afflicted the humanity of the Caefar ; 
he granted a fuificient number of pod-waggons 
to tranfport the wives and families of the fol- 
diers% endeavoured to alleviate the hardfliips 
which he was conftrained to Inflifb, and in* 
creafed, by the mod laudable arts, his own po- 
pularity, and the difcontent of the exiled troops. 
The grief of an armed multitude is foon con- 
verted into rage; their licentious murmurs, 
which every hour were communicated from tent 
to tent with more boldnefs and effedl, prepared 
their minds for the moil daring a£ls of fedition ; 
and by the connivance of their tribunes, a fea- 
Jbnable libel was fecretly difperfed, which painted, 

< H« granted them the permiirion of the twrfut d^vufmris, or cIm» 
kujpni* Tbefe po(t- waggons are often mentioned in the Code, and. 
vere fuppofed to carry fifteen hundied pounds weight. See Valcf« 
afi ^inmian. xx. 4. 

in 
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in lively colours, the idifgrace of the Caefar, chap. 
the oppreflion of the Gallic army, and the feeble ^.-^^.w 
vices of the tyrant of Afia. The fervants of 
Conftantius were aftoniflied and alarmed by the 
progrefs of this dangerous fpirit. They preffed 
the Cscfar to haden the departure of the troops ; 
but they imprudently rejefted the honeft and 
jadicious advice of Julian; who propofed that 
they (bould not march through Paris, and fug- 
gefted the danger and temptation of a lad inter- 
view. 

As foon as the approach of the troops was Thtypro. 
announced, the Caefar went out to meet them, €>«»»)«• 
and afcended his tribunal, which had been ror. 
ereded in a plain before the gates of the city. 
After diftmguifliing the •o6kers and foldiers, 
who by their rank or merit deferved a peculiar 
attention, Julian addrelTed himfelf in a ftudied 
orarion to the furrounding mukitude: he cele« 
brated their exploits with grateful applaufe; en- 
couraged them to accept, with alacrity, the 
honour of ferving under the eyes of a powerful 
and liberal monarch; tod admonifhed them, 
that the commands of Auguftus required an in- 
ftant and cheerful obedience. The foldiers, who 
were apprehenfive of offending their general by 
an indecent clamour, or of belying their femi- 
ments by falfe and venal acclamations, main- 
tained an obftinate filence; ^nd, after a ihort 
paufe, were dtfmiffed to their quarters. The 
principal officers were entertained by the Caefar, 
who profeffed, in the warmed language of friend- 

Ihip, 
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CHAP, fhip, his defire and his inability to reward, ac« 



XXII. 



cording to their deferts, the brave companions 
of his vidories. They retired from the feaft, 
full of grief and perplexity; and lamented the 
hardfliip of their fate, which tore them from 
their beloved general and their native country. 
The only expedient which could prevent their 
feparation was boldly agitated and approved; 
the popular refentment was infenfibly moulded 
into a regular confpiracy ; their jufl: reafons of 
complaint were heightened by paffion, and thdr 
paflions were inflamed by wine; as on the eve 
of their departure, the troops were indulged in 
licentious feftivity. At the hour of midnight, 
the impetuous multitude, with fwords, and 
bows, and torches, in their hands, ruflied into 
the fuburbs; encompaflfed the palace^; and, 

7 Moft probably the palace of the baths (7bermaruni)^ of which a 
folid and lofty hall ftill fubfifts in the rut it la Eatrpt. The buildings 
covered a considerable fpace of the modern quarter of the univerficy § 
tnd the gardens^ under the Merovingian Icings, communicated with 
the abbey of St. Germain det Prez. By the injuries of time and ths 
NormanSy this ancient palace was reduced, in the twelfth century, tQ 
a mase of ruins $ wbofe dark recedes were the fcene of licentious 
lov^. 

Espljrat aula iinus montemque ample£>itur alia \ 

Multiplici latcbra fcelerum terfura ruhorem. 

.-•••• pcreuntit faepe pudoris 

Celatura nefas, Venerifque accommoda /urM. 
(Thefe lines are quoted from the Architrenius, 1. iv. c. 8., a poetical 
9rork of John de Hauteville, or Hanville, a Monk of Sr. Alban's^ 
about the year 1190. See Warton's Hiftory of Englifli Poetiy, vol. i, 
diifert. ii.) Yet fuch thtfu might be lefs pernicious to mankind, than 
the theol&gical difpotes of the Sorbonne, which have been fince 
agitated on the fame ground* Bonamy, Mem. de l^Academie^ 
torn. XV. p. 67S-*68a. 
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carelefs of future dangers, pronounced the fatal ^ xtlix^* 
and irrevocable words, Julian Augustus ! The 
prince, wbofe anxious fufpence was interrupted 
by their diforderly acclamations, fecured the 
docH'S againft their intnifion ; and, as long as it 
was in his power, fecluded his perfpn and dignity 
from the accidents of a no£turnal tumult. At 
the dawn of day, the foldiers, wbofe zeal was 
irritated by oppoiition, forcibly entered the pa* 
lace, feized, with refpe^ul violence, the objefl 
of their choice, guarded Julian with drawn 
fwords through the ftreets of Paris, placed him 
on the tribunal, and with repeated (bouts fa- 
luted him as their emperor. Prudence, as well 
as loyalty inculcated the propriety of refitting 
their treafonable defigns; and of preparing for 
bis opprefled virtue, the excufe of violence. 
Addrefiing himfelf by turns to the multitude and 
to individuals, he fometimes jmplored their 
mercy, and fometimes expreffed his indignation ; 
conjured them not to* fully the fame of their im- 
mortal vidoyes; and ventured to promife, that 
*Jf they would immediately return Ito their alle- 
jgiance, he would undertake to^ obtain from the^ 
emperor, not only a free and gracipus pardon, 
but even the revocation of the orders which had 
pxcited their refentment. But the foldiers, wha 
were confcious of their guilt, chpfe rather tb 
depend on the gratitude of Julian, than^o^^the ^ 
clemency of the emperor. Their zeal was in- 
^fibly turned into impadence, and their 'im- 
ptience into rage. The inflexible Cafar fuf- • 

tained ' 
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CHAP, tained till the third hour of the day, then- 

i— v-*^ prayers, their reproaches, and their menaees; 

nor did he yield, till he had been repeatedly 

affured, that if he wifiied to live, he muft con- 

fent to reign. He was exalted on a (hield in the 

prefence, and amidft the unanimous acclama* 

tions, of the troops ; a rich military collar, 

which was oflFered by chance, fupplied the want 

of a diadem * ; the ceremony was concluded by 

the promife of a moderate donative •; and the 

new emperor, overwhelmed with real or- afFefted 

grief, retired into the moft fecret receffes of his 

apartment **. 

His pro- The grief of Julian could proceed only from 

ofmn^* his innocence; but his innocence muft appear 

«n«. extremely doubtful " in the eyes of thofe who 

have learned to fufpeft the motives and the pro- 

• * Even in tliit tui^nultuout moment, Julivn attended t9 the fiMvnt 
of fu|>ei(iitiou8 ccremoi)y{ and obllinately refuCed the inaufplciout 
life of a lemale necklace, or a horfe-collar, which the impatient 
foldieis would have employed tn the room of a dtadero. 

9 An equal proportion of gold and (ilver^ five pieces of (he former* 
one pound of the Utter ; the whole amounting to tbout five pounds 
ten fliilitngs of our money. 

*« For the whole nari;itiTe of this reirolt, we may appeal to au- 
thentic and original materialt} Julian himfelf (ad S. P. Q^ Athe. 
nienfem, p. 2Si, sS^, tS^*)* Libaniot (Orat. Parental, c. 44— 4s. 
in Fabrictut Bibliot. Griec. torn. vii. p. 169— s73.}, Ammianue 
(kx. 4.)» and Zufimus (1. tii. p. 1519 1$%^ * 5S-)» ^^o^ in the reiga 
of, Julian, appeals to follow the more refpe^lable authority of £una. 
plus. With fuch guides we might negleft the abreviaiort and eccle. 
. ' fiaftical bitturians. 

>> Eutrop'ut, A refpeAable witnefsy ufet a doubtful expreflipn, 
** confehfu militum** (x. 15.)' Gregory Nazianzen, whofe igno- 
rance might excufe htb fanaticifm, direAly charges the apoftate with 
•preftifnptiont mailftefH, and impious rebcllios, m^^iitM aroMMs 
m^tfiiui^^ Oiat. iii. p. 67. 

feflion$ 
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fdSons of princes. His lively and adive mind ^ "^(^ ^* 
was fufceptible of the various impreOions of hope 
and fear, of gratitude and revenge, of duty and 
of ambition, of the love of fame and of the fear 
of reproach. But it is inipoflible for us to cat* 
culate the refpeftive weight and operation of 
thefe fentiments ; or to afcertain the principles 
of adion, which might efcape the obfervation, 
while they guided or rather impelled, the fteps 
of Julian himfelf. The difcontent of the troops 
was produced by the malice of his enemies; 
their tumult was the natural cStOi of intereft 
and of paffion; and if Julian had tried to con^ 
ceal a deep defign under the appearances of 
chance, he mud have employed the mod co]>- 
fummate artifice without neceffity, and probably 
without fuccefs. He folemnly declares, in the 
prefence of Jupiter, of the Sun, of Mars, of 
Minerva, and of all the other deities, that till 
the clofe of the evening which preceded bis ele- 
vation, he was utterly ignorant of the defigns of 
^e foldters'^; and it may feem ungenerous to 
diftruft the honour of a hero, and the truth of 
a philofopher. Yet the fuperftitious confidence 
that Conftantlus was the enemy, and that he 
himfelf was the favourite of the gods, might 
prompt him to defire, to folicit, and even to 
haften the aufpicious moment of his reign, which 
was predefiined to reilore the ancient religion of 

*« Julian, ad S. P. Q^ Athen. p. 1S4.. The dtvnt Abbe do la 
Bleterie (Vie de Julien, p* 159.) is almoft inclined to refpeft tht 
Jtwa proteftatioAs gf a Pagan. 

mahkin4* 
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^ xx^ ^' °*^^^'^^' When Julian had received the intd- 
^^i^v^w Kgence of the confpiracy, he refigned himfelf to 
a ihort ilumber; and aftemvtirds related to his 
friends, that he had Teen the Genius of the em- 
pire waiting with fome impatience at his door, 
preffing for admittance, and reproaching his 
want of fpirit and ambition '^ AftoniOied and 
perplexed, he addrefTed his prayers to the great 
Jupiter; who immediately fignified, by a clear 
and manifeft omen, that he ihould fubmit to the 
will of heaven and of the army. The conduQ: 
which difclaims the ordinary maxims of reafon, 
excites our fufpicion and eludes our inquiry. 
Whenever the fpirit of fanaticifm, at once fo 
credulous and fo crafty, has infinuated itfelf into 
a noble mind, it infenfibly corrodes the vital 
principles of virtue and veracity* 
His em- To moderate the zeal of his party, to proteft 
Con^ftan- *^^ perfons of his enemies'^, to defeat and to defpife 
tilts. the fecret enterprifes which were formed againft his 

life and dignity, were the cares which employed 
the firft days of the reign of the new Emperor^^ 
Although he was firmly refolved to maintain the 

>s Ammian. xx. 5. with the note of Lindenbrogtus on the Genius 
of the empire. Julian himfeif, in a confidential letter to his friend 
«nd phyfician, Oribafms (Epift. xvii. p. 394* )i mentions another 
dream, to which» before the event, he gave credit y of a ftately tree 
thrown to the ground, of a fmall plant ftriking a deep root into the 
«arth. Even in his Oeep, the mind of Carfar muft have been agitated 
by the hopes and fears of his fortune. ZoHmus (1. iii. p. 155.) 
relates a fubfequent dream. 

. '4 The difficult fituation of the prince of a rebellions army is 
finely defcrtbed by Tacitus (Hift. t. 80—- S5.). £ut Otho had 
auch more guilt, aod much iefs abilities^ than Jwlian. 

ftatioCi 
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flation which he had aflumed, he was ftill de- <! » a p. 
firous of faving his country from the calamities >^*^^*>^ 
of civil war, of declining a contefl: with the fu- 
perior forces of Conftantius, and of preferving 
his own charafter from the rq)roach of perfidj 
and ingratitude. Adorned with the cnligns of 
military and Imperial pomp, -Julian ihewed him- 
felf in the field of Mars ta the foldiers, who 
glowed with ardent enthufiafm in the caufe of 
their pupil, their leader, and their friend. He 
recapitulated their vidlories, lamented their Itif- 
ferings, applauded their refolution, animated 
their hopes, and checked their impetuofity; nor 
did he difmifs the affembly, till he had obtained 
a folemn promife from the troops, that if the . 
emperor of the Eaft would fubfcribe an equitable 
treaty, they would renounce any ^iews of con- 
queft, and (atisfy themfelves with the tranqM 
pofleffion of the Gallic provinces. On this foun- 
dation he compofed, in his own name,^ and in * 
that of the army, a fpecious and moderate 
^piftle'% which was delivered to Pentadius, his 
mafter of the offices, and to his cham'berhtin 
Eutherius; two ambafladors whom he appointed 
to receive the anfwer, and obferve ^he difpofi- 
tions of Conftantius. This epiftle is infcribed 
with the modeft appellation of Caefarj but Ju- 
lian folicits in a peremptory, though refpeflful 

■5 To this often fible epiftle be added, fays Ammianut, privatt 
letters, objargatorias et inordaces» which the hiftorian had sot ftco» 
and would not have pubiiihed. Perhaps they Bcver cxiAed. 

manner^ 
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^xxl '' njanner, the confirmation of the title of An* 
guftus* He acknowledges the irregularity of his 
own eledion, while he juftifies, in fome meafurc, 
the refentment and violence of the troops which 
had extorted his reludant confent* He allows 
the fupremacy of his brother Conftantius ; and 
^g^gcs to fend him an annual prefent of SpiniOi 
horfes, to re(^ruit his army with a feleft number 
of Barbarian youths, and to accept from his 
choice a Praetorian praefeft of approved difcre- 
tidh and fidelity. But he referves for himfelf 
the nomination of his other civil and military 
officers, with the troops, the revenue, and the 
Sovereignty of the provinces beyond the Alps. 
He admonifbes the emperor to confult the dic- 
tates of juftice; to diftruft the arts of thofe venal 
flatterers, wfco fubfift only by the difcord of 
princes; and to embrace the offer of a. fair and 
honourable treaty, equally advantageous to the 
republic, and to the houfe of .Conflantine. In 
this negociation Julian claimed no more than be 
already pofieffed. The delegated authority which 
he- had long exercifed over the provinces of Gaul, 
Spain, and Britain, was ftill obeyed under a 
name more independen^ and auguft. The fol- 
diers and the people rejoiced in a revolution 
which was not ftained even with the blood of 
the guilty. Florentius was a fugitive; Lupici- 
nus a prifoner. The perfons who were diiTaffefted 
to the new government were' difarmed and fe- 
cured; and the vacant offices were diftributed, 
acccording to the recommendation of merit, by a 
*6 prince 
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jdme who defpifed the intrigues of the palact, ^ ^^^ ^* 
aioid the clamours of the foldier« '^ <-**w^^ 

The negociations of peace were accompanied His fourth 
and fupported by the moft vigorous prepararions ^pedft^n 
for war. The army, which Julian held in rea- ^y?^ *** 
diae& for immediate aftion, was recruited and a.o.*s6o> 
augmented by the diforders of the times* The ^^'* 
cruel perfecurioQ of the fadion of Magnentiua 
had filled Gaul with numerous bands of out* 
laws and robbers. They cheerfully accepted the 
ofler of a general pardon from a prince whom 
diey could truft, fiibmised to the reftraints of 
military difdpline, and retained only their im- 
placable hatred to the petfon and government 
of Gonftantius '^ As foon as the feafoti of the 
year permitted Julian to take the field, he ip^ 
peared at the head of his legions ; threw a bridge 
over the Rhine in the neighbourhood of Clcves ^ 
and prepared to chaftife the perfidy of the At^ 
tuarii, a tribe of Franks, who prefumed that 
they might ravage, with impunity, the frontiers 
of a divided empire. The, difficulty, as well at 
glory, of this enterprize, confided in a laboriout 
march ; and Julian had conquered, as foon as he 
could penetrate into a country, which former 

>* See tbe fiift tnuiikaioDt of bit ttigii» in Julian ad S. P. Q^ • 
Adieii. p. iS5« st6. AiiimianiM» ju. 5. S. Liban. Orat. Parent. • 

>7 Libaa. Oimu Paoetit. 6. $0. |k %7S* *7^* A ftfinga difor- 
4ler, fince it coodaucd above icvea ytart. In the faAiona of the 
<9reek republicti the exiles amounted to fto»ooo perfons } and Ifo. 
cnMs aflttiet Philip» that it wo«2d be eafier to ntfe an armyiroqi 
the wagabonds than from the dtiea. See lian»*t Efb^h torn, u 
t».4s6«4a^. 

VoLtlY* C princil 
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princes had confidered as inacceflible. After he 
had given peace to the Barbarians, the emperor 
carefully vifited the fortifications along the Rhine 
from Cleves to Bafil ; furveyed, with peculiar at- 
tention, the territories which he had recovered 
from the hands of the Alemanni, pafiTed through 
Befan9on'% which had feverely fuflfered from 
their fury, and fixed his head-quarters at Vienna 
for the enfuing winter. The barrier of Gaul was 
improved and ftrengthened with additional for- 
tifications ; and Julian entertained fome hopes^ 
that the Germans, whom he had fo often van* 
quiihed, might, in his abfence, be reftrained, by 
the terror of his name. Vadomair *• was the only 
prince of the Alemanni, whom he efteemed or 
feared; and while the fubtle Barbarian affefted 
to obferve the faith of treaties, the progrels of 
his arms threatened the ilate with an unfeafon- 
able and dangerous war. The policy of Julian 
condefcended to furprife the prince of the Ale- 
manni by his own arts ; and Vadomair, who, in 
the character of a friend, had incautioufly ac- 
cepted an invitation from the Roman governors, 
was feized in the midft of the entertainment, 
and fent away prifoner into the heart of Spain* 

*' Julian (Epift. xxxviii. p« 414.) gives a ihort delcription of 
Vefontio^ or fiefan^on ; a rocky peninfula almoft encircled by the 
river Poux ; once a magnificent city, filled with temples, &c« now 
reduced to a fmall town> emerging however' from its ruiot* 

'9 Vadomair entered into the Roman fervice, and was promoted 
from a Barbarian kingdom to the military rank of duke of Pbae- 
tiicia. He ftill retained the fiime artful chara5ler (Ammian* xxi* 4>)i 
but) under the reign of Valen^ be iignalifed his valour in tfae Ar- 
naenian vrar (xzix. i.}« 

Peforc 
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Before the Barbarians were recovered from their ^ ^^^ ^* 
amazement, the emperor appeared in arms on the y^^^'^^d 
banks of the Rhine^ and, once more croi&ng the 
river, renewed the deep imprei&ons 6f terror and 
refpeft which had been already mkde by four pre* 
ceding expeditions **. 

^e ambafladors of Julian had beeii inftrufled Fmitlcft 
to eScecute, with the utmoft diligence, their im* d^"i2adlll 
portant commiflion. But, in their paflfage through of war, 
Italy and Illyricum, they were dettined by the te- -'^'^•J^'* 
dious and afiedted delays of the provincial go* 
vemors ; they were dondufted by flow journies • 
from Conftantinople to Casfarea in Cappadocia; 
and when at length they were admitted to the 
preience of Conftantiu^, they found that he had 
already conceived, from the difpatches of his 
own officers, the moft unfavourable opinion of 
the condud: of Julian, and of the Gallic army. 
The letters were heard with impatience; the 
tTcmbliDg meffengers were difmiffed with indig- 
nation and contempt; and the looks, the gef- 
tures, the furious language of the monarch, ex- 
prefled the diforder of his foul. The domeftic 
conneflton, which might have reconciled the bro- 
ther and the hufband of Helena, was recently 
diflblved by the death of that ptincefs, whofe 
pregnancy had been feveral times fruitlefs, and 
was at lad fatal to herfelf*' . The emprefe £u« 

fcbia 

ft^Anmitan. sx. 10. xxi. 3, 4* Zo^mw,), iiu p. %$$• 
*' Her remaiiii were fent to Roinc^ afnd tnterreit near tfiofe of 
htt filer Conftantina, in the fuburb Of the f7« Nrntnttw* Am- 
mUk^ xxi. s. Libaxivi hfts compofed a vtrj weak apology co 

C • juftiff 
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f " AP, febia had prcferved, to the lafl: moment of IicT 
life, the warm and even jealous affeftion whic& 
flie had conceived for Julian; and her mild in- 
fluence might have moderated the refentnaent of 
a prince, who, fince her death, was abandoned 
to his own paifions, and to the arts of his eu* 
liuchs. But the terror of a foreign invafion 
obliged him to fuFpend the punifhment of a pri- 
vate enemy j he continued his march towards 
the confines of "Perfia, and thought h fuflicient 
to fignify the conditions which might entitle Jur 
Kan and his guilty followers to the clemency of 
their offended fovereign. He required, that the 
prefumptuous Casfar fhould exprefsly renounce 
the appellation and rank of Auguftus, which he 
bad accepted from the rebels ; that he flioald de« 
fcend to his former ftation of a limited and de- 
pendent minifter } that he fliould veft the powers 
of the ftate and army in the hands of thofe officers 
who were appomted by the Imperial court ; 
and that he ihould tru(l his fafety to the aflii- 
rances of pardon, which were announced by Epic- 
tetus, a Gallic bifbop, and one of the Ariaa &- 
irotirites of Conltantius. Several months were 
iheSedually confumed in a treaty which wa$ ne- 
gociated at the diftance of three thouland milci 

fuftify hit hero from ft very abfurd charge 9 of pOtfonlAg His ^rife^ 
And rewtrdrag her phyiician with hit mother's jewels. (See the 
lerenth of feventeent uew orations, publiflied at Venice 1754* from 
A MS. in St. Mark's library, p; iiy-^ia?.)- £lpidiuij the Pmto« 
rian priefeA of the paft^. to whole evidence the accufer of Jojian 
appeaUy is arraigned by Libaniusj as tfminati and i^jgratefitl j yet 
llie reitgion of Elpidius is praifed by Jerom (torn* i. f*%fkZ»)% ^^^ 
iu9 humanity by Atbrnianus (xxi. i,)^ ^ 

between 
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i}etween Pari« and Antioch ; and as foon as Ju- ^ « a p. 
iian perceived that his moderate and refpedful 
behayiour Terved only to irritate the pride of aa 
implacable adverfary, he boldly refolved to com- 
mit his life and fortune to the chance of a civil 
wan He gave a public and military audience 
to the quaedor Leonas : the haughty epiftle of 
Conftsmtius was read to the attentive multitude : 
and Julian protefted, with the mod flattering de« 
ference, that Tie was ready to refign the title of 
Auguflus, if he could obtain the confent of thofe 
whom he acknowledged as the authors of his 
'elevatioiu The faint propofal was impetuoufly 
filenced;; and the acclamajtions of " Julian Au- 
*f guftus, continue to reign, by the authority 
•* of the army, of the people, of the republic^ 
'** which you have faved," thundered at once 
troni every part of thie field, and terrified the 
pale ambaflador of Conftantius. A part of the 
letter was afterwards read, in which the emperor 
arraigned the ingratitude of Julian, whom he 
had invefted with the honours of the purple; 
whom he had educated with fo much care and 
tendemefs ; whom he had preferved in his in- 
fancy, when he was left a helplefs orphan ; ** an 
'^ orphan!*' interrupted Julian, who juftified his 
caufe by indulging his paflions ; ^' does the af- 
** faflin of my family reproach me that I was left 
" an orphan? He urges me to revenge thofe 
" injuries which I have long ftudied to forget." 
The affembly was difraiffedj and Leonas, who, 
with fome difficulty, had been protected from the 

C 3 popular 
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CHAP, pbpular fury, was fent back to his mafter, with at 
^.^i^i^y^r epillle, in which Julian expreiTed, in a ftrain of 
the mofl vehement eloquence, the fentioxents of 
contempt, of hatred, and of refentment, which had 
been fupprelTed and embittered by the diffimulation 
of twenty years. After this meSEige, which might 
be confidered as a fignal of irreconcileable war, 
Julian, who fome weeks before had celebrated the 
Chriftian feftival of the Epiphany **, made a pub- 
lic declaration, that he committed the care of bis 
lafety to the immortal gods } and thus publicly 
renounced the religion, as well as the fri^4i!^P> 
of Conftantius *'. 
Julian pit- The fituation of Julian required a vigorous 
•tttck^ and immediate refolution. He had djfcoverecl, 
Conftan- from intercepted letters, that his adyerfary, fa- 
^"** crifidng the intcreft of the ftate to that of th? 

•> f'erianini die queni celebrantea menfe Januario, Chri(liMi 
'Efipbtmia di^itant, progreflus in eorum eccleriam,' roiemniter nu- 
mine orato difceifit. Ammtan. xxi. %• ^^narai obfcires, that it 
was on Chriftroas«da}% and his afliertion is not inconfiftent ; fioce 
the churches of Egypt* Afia, and perhaps Gaul, celebrated on the 
fame day (the fixth of January) the nativity and the baptifm of their 
Saviour, The Komans, as ignorant as their brethren of the real date 
of bis birth) fixed the folemn feftival to the ft 5th of December, the 
Brumaltat or winter foiftice, when the Pagans annually celebrated the 
birth of the Sun. See Bingham's Antiquities of the Chriftian 
Church, ). XX. c. 4. and Beaufobre Hift. Critique du Manicheifmci 
torn. ii. p. 690—700. 

>l The public and fecret negociations between Conflantius ami 
Julian, ninft be extra^ed, with fome caution, from Juliaii himCelf 
(Orat, ad S. P.Q^Athen. p. 186.). Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 51. 
v. 176.}* Ammianus (xx. 9 }, Zofinaus (1. iit. p. i54t), and even 
Zonaras (toufe ii. \. xiii, p. so» ai> ia.)» who, on this occafioOi ap- 
|>ear8 to have pofleiTed and ufed fome valuable maienali. 
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aionarch^ had again excited the Barbarians to o ^ p. 
invade the i»'ovinces of the Weft. The pofition ^^^^-i^^w 
of two magazines, one of them colleded on the 
banks of the lake of Conftance, the other formed 
at the foot of the Cottian Alps, feemed to indi* 
cate the march of two armies ; and the fize of 
thofe magazines, each of which confided of fix 
hundred tboufand quarters of wheat, or rather 
flour ^, was a threatening evidence of the ftrength 
and numbers of the enemy, who prepared to 
furround him. But the Imperial legions were 
ftill in theiV diftant quarters of Afia ; the Pa* 
nube was feebly guarded ; and if Julian could 
occupy, by a fudden incurfion, the important 
provinces of Ulyricum, he might expeft that a 
people of foldiers would refort to his ftandard, 
and that the rich mines of gold and filver would 
contribute to the expences of the civil wan He 
propofed tins bold enteiprife to the aflembly of 
the foldiers ; infpired them with a juft confidence 
in their general, and in themfelves ; and ex- 
horted them to maintain their reputation, of being 
terrible to the enemy, moderate to their fellow- 
dtizens, and obedient to their officers. His 
fpirited difcourfe was received with the loudeft 
acclamations, and the fame troops which had 
taken up arms againft Gonftantius, when he fum- 
moned them to leave Gaul, now declared with 

M Three hundred myriads, or three millions of wttdtwrnif a cornr 
neafare familiar to the Athenians, ^nd which contained fix RomAn 
moMi, Julian explaint» Uke a foldier and a ftatefman, the danger 
of his fituation, and the necefltty and advintagei of an oftenfive ^ar 
(U S, P, Q^Athen, p. *86, »«70* 

C 4 alacrity. 
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CYTAP. akaity, that they would follow Julian to the 

fartheft extremities of Europe or Afia. The oath 

of fidelity was adminiftered ; and the foldiers^ 

tlaihing their ihields, and pointing their drawn 

fwords to their throats, devoted themfelves, with 

horrid imprecations, to the fervice of a leader 

whom they celebrated as the deliverer of Gaul, 

and the conqueror of the Germans*'* This 

folemn engagement, which feemed to be di£tate4 

by affedion rather than by duty, was fingly 

oppofed by Nebridius, who had been admitted 

to the office of Prsetorian praefeft. That faith- 

ful minifter, alone and unaflifted, aiferted the 

Tights of Conftantius in the midfl: of an armed 

and angry multitude, to whofe fury he had almoft 

.fallen an honourable, but ufelefs, facrifice. After 

lofing one of his hands by the ftroke of a fword, 

he, embraced the knees of the prince whom he 

had. offended. Julian covered the prasfef); with 

his Imperial mantle, and proteftirig him from 

the !zeal of his followers, dirmiffed him to bis 

own houfe, with lef$ refpefk than was perhaps 

due to the virtue of an enemy**. The high 

.office of Nebridius was beftowed on Sallufl:; and 

the provinces of Gaul, which were now delivered 

from the intolerable oppreffion of taxes, enjoyed 

the mild and equitable adminiftration of the friend 

of Julian, who was permitted to pradife thofe 

M See hit oratioDy and Uie behaviour of the troopi^ in Ammian. 
xxi. 5. 

«^ He fternly lefufed bit band fo the Aippliant pnefea, whom he 
fent into Tufcany ( Amniian. xxi. 5.)* Libanius, with Aragc fury^ 
infults Nebridiuiy applauds the foldicrs, and almoft ccnfures the hu. 
snaoitj of Jalian (Orat. Parentt c« 53. pi a;^.)* 

virtues 
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iirtoes which he had inftilled mto the mind of ^ ^^ ^* 
his pupil *^ sm0^^'-La 

The hopes of Julian depended much lefs on Hismarck 
the number of his troops, than on the celerity RhilJe^nt* 
of his motions. In the execution of a daring liiyncam. 
enterprife, he availed himfelf of every precaution^ 
as far as prudence could fugged; and v^here 
prudence could no longer accompany bis fteps^ 
he trufted the event to valour and to fortune. 
In the neighbourhood of BaiU he aifembled and 
divided his army **• One body, which confifted 
of ten thoufand men, was direded, under the 
command of Nevitta, general of the cavalry, to 
advance through the midland parts of Rhastia 
and Noricum. A fimilar dtvifion of troops, under 
the orders of Jovius and Jovinns, prepared to 
follow the oblique courfe of the highwaj^s, 
through the Alps and the northern confines -of 
Italy. The inftrudUons to the generals were 
concdved with energy and precifion: to hailei| 
their march in clofe and compaft columns, which^ 
according to the difpofition of the ground, might 
readily be changed into any order of battle; to 
fecure themfelves againft the furprifes of the night^. 
by ftrong pofts and vigilant guards ; to prevent 
refinance by their unexpected arrival; to elude 

*7 Ammian. xxi, S. In this promotions Julian obeyed the law 
which be publicly iinpofed on himfelf. Neque civtlit quifquam judex- 
nee militant rector, alio quodam praeter merita fuC agnnre, ad po- > . 
tiofcm vcniat gradom ( Ammian. xx. 5.)* Abfence did not weaken 
hit regard for Sailuft, with whofe name (A. D. 363.) he honoured 
the confollhip. 

>< Ammianui (xxi. 8.) aicrfbes the fame pra^ice, and the fama 
aotivey to Alexander the Great| and oibtr (kilful generals. 

examina* 
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CHAP* examination by their fudden departure ; to fpread 
the opinion of their ftrength, and the terror of 
his nkme; and to join their fovereign under the 
walls of Sirmium. For himfelf, Julian had 
referved a more difficult and extraordinary part. 
He feleded three thoufand brave and a£live 
volunteers, refolved, like their leader, to caft 
behind them every hope of a retreat : at the head 
of this faithful band, he fearlefsly plunged into 
the recedes of the Marcian, or black foreft, which 
conceals the fources of the Danube*^; and, for 
many days, the fate of Julian was unknown to 
the world. The fecrecy of his march, his dili- 
gence, and vigour, furmounted every obftacle; 
he forced his way over mountains and morafles, 
occupied the bridges or fwam the rivers, pur- 
fued his direfk courfe*% without reflecting whe- 
ther he traverfed the territory of the Romans or 
of the Barbarians, and at length emerged, be- 
.tween Ratilbon and Vienna, at the place where 
he defigned to embark his troops on the Danube. 
By a well-concerted flratagem, he feized a fleet 

«9 This wood was a part of the great Hercynian foreft, which, in 
the time of Caefar, ftretcbed away from the country of the Rauraci 
(Ba()l) Hito the boundlefs regions of the North. See Cluver, Ger* 
mania Antiqua, 1. iii. c. 47. 

}• Compare Libanius, Orat« Parent, c. 53. p. %^%^ 179* with 
Gregory Nazianzen, Drat. iii. p. 68. Even the faint admires the 
fpeed and fecrecy of this march. A modern divine might sipply to 
the progrefs of Julian* the lines which were originally deligned lor 
anothpr apoftate : 

*So eagerly the fiend^ 



0*er bo*, or fteepi through ftrait, rough, denfe, or rare, 
y^ith hiady hand** wings* or feet, purfues his way» 
And fwimsj or finks* or wades* or creeps* or ^les. 



of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



O? THE IIOMAN EMPIRE. tj 

rf Kgl)t brigantines '*, as it lay at anchor j fecured ^ ^^^ **• 
a fupply of coar& provisions fufBcient to fatisfy '-i»>^- ^ i^ 
the indelicate, but voracious, appetite of a Gal- 
lic army; and boldly committed himfelf to the 
ftream of the Danube. The labours of his ma^ 
riners, who plied their oars with inceflant dili^ 
gence, and the fteady continuance of a favourable 
wind, carried his fleet above feven hundred miles 
in eleven days *^ j and he had already difembarkcd 
his troops at Bononia, only nineteen miles from 
Sirmiuni, before his enemies could receive any ' 
certain intelligence that he had left the banks of 
the Rhine. In the courfe of this long and rapid 
navigation, the mind of Julian was fixed on the 
objeft of his cnterprife ; and though he accepted 
the deputation of fpme cities, which haftened to 
daim the merit of an early fubmiffion, he paflfed 
before the hoflile ftations, which were placed 
along the river, without indulging the temptation 
of fignalizing an ufelefs and ill-timed valour. 
The banks of the Danube were crowded on either 
fide with fpeflators, who gazed on the military 
pomp, anticipated the importance of the event, 
and diffufed through the adjacent country the 
lame of a young hero, who advanced with more 

t< In tbat inttrval the Notitia placet two or three fleeti, the Lais- 
raccnfis (at Lauriacum, or Lorch), the Arlapentit, the Maginenfi»| 
and inentioiit five legions, or cohorts* of Libuniarii> who fliould 
be a ibrt of mannet. Se£(. Iviii. edit. Labb. 

^ Zofimiis alone (!• iii. p. 156.) hat fpecified this interefting 
ciraimftaDee. Mamertious (in Panegyr. Vet* xi« 69 7, S.)* who 
accdknpanied Julian, as count of the facrcd largeflet, defcribet this 
Voyage in a florid and piAorefqne manner, challenges Triptpiemiit 
and the ArifoanU of Greece, Sec* 

than 
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4^H AP. than mortal fpeed.at the head of the innwnerable 

forces of the Weft. Lucilian, who, with th^ 
rank of general of the cavalry, commanded the 
military powers of Illyricum, was alarmed and 
perplexed by the doubtful reports, which he 
could neither rejed nor beh'eve. He had taken 
fome flow and irrefolute meafures for the purpofe 
of colleAing his troops j when he was furprifed 
by Dagalaiphus, an active officer, whom Julian^ 
^ £[>on as he landed at Bononia, had pufhed 
forwards with fome light infantry. The captive 
general, uncertain of his life or death, was haftily 
thrown upon a horfe, and conduced to the pre- 
.fence of Julian ; who kindly raifed him from the 
ground, and difpelled the terror and amazement 
which ieeraed to ftupify his faculties. But Lu- 
cilian had no fooner recovered his fjpirits, than he 
betrayed his want of difcretion, by prefuming 
to admonifli his conqueror, that he had raflily 
ventured, with a handful of men, to expofe his 
perfpn in the midft of his enemies. '* Referve 
•* for your mafter Conftantius thefe timid remon- 
** ftrances,** replied Julian, with a fmile of con- 
tempt; *^ when I gave you my purple to kifs, 
•* I received you not as a counfellor, but as a 
•* fuppliant.'* Confcious that fuccefs alone could 
juftify his attempt, and that boldnefs only coulct 
command fuccefs, he inftantly advanced, at the 
head of three thoufand Cbldiers, to attack the 
ftroDgeft and moft populous city of the Illyrian 
provinces. As he entered the long fuburb of 
Sirmium^ he was received by the joyful accla- 
mations of the army and people i who^ crowned 
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^tli fiowers, and holding lighted tapers in thefr c h^^**- 
hands, condufted their acknowledged fovereigti ^^■^v-'^ 
to his Imperial refidence. Two days were de- 
voted to the public joy, which was celebrated by 
the games of the Circus; but, early on the 
morning of the third day, Julian marched to 
occup/ the narrow pafs of Succi, in the defiles of 
Mount Haemusj which, almoft in the mid-way 
between Sirmium and Conftantiiiople, feparafes 
the provinces of Thrace and Uacia, by an abrupt 
defcent towards the former, and a gentle decli- 
vity on the fide of the latter '\ The defence oif 
this important poil was entrufled to the brave 
Kevitta; who, as well as the generals of the 
Italian divificm, fuccef&fully executed the plan of 
the march and junction which their mafter had 
fo ably conceived **. 

The homage which Julian obtained, from the KejuRifiet 
fears or the inclination of the people, extended *^"«*«^ 
far beyond the immediate effedt of his arms^^ 
Hie prsfeflures of Italy and Illyricum were ad- 
miniftered by Taurus and Florentius, who united 
that important office with the vain honours of the 
confuUhip; and as thofe magiflrates had retired 

SI The defcriptton of Ammianas, which might be Aipported by 
collateral e^idencf^ afcer taint the precife fituation of the jirtgyfiia 
Sacctrim, or pafles of Suctt\ M. d^AnvtUcy from the trifling refem- 
bbnce of names^ has placed thrm betweeo Sardica and Naiflus* 
For my own juftification, J am obliged to mention the ort/y error 
which I have difcovered in the maps or writings of that admirable 
geographer. 

H Wfaatetrer cireumftances we ihay borrow elfewhere, Ammia- 
Boa (}ixu 8» 9» lo.) ftill fupplies the feriei of the narrative. 

V AmniiiiQ* xxi. 9, lo. Libanius» Orat. Parent* c. 4^4. p, i79» 
)W, Zofitavt^ 1« ill. pt tjSt * j7« 

with 
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with precipitation to the court of Afia, Julidjn^ 
who could hot always reilrain the levity of his 
temper^ ftigmatized their flight by adding, in all 
the A(k^ of the Year, the epithet o( fugitive to 
the names of the two confuls. The provmces 
which had been deferted by their firfl magiflrates 
acknowledged the authority of an emperor, who, 
conciliating the qualities of a fol^ier with thofe 
of a philofopher, was equally admired in the 
camps of the Danube, and in the cities of Greece. 
From his palace, or, more properly, from his 
head-quarters of Sirmium and Naiflus, he diftri- 
buted to the principal cities of the empire, a 
laboured apology for his own conduct } publifhed 
the fecret difpatches of Conflantius ; and folicited 
the judgment of mankind between two compe« 
titors, the one of whom had expelled, and the 
other had invited, the Barbarians •*. Julian, 
whofe mind was deeply wounded by the reproach 
of ingratitude, afpired to maintain, by argument 
as well as by arms, the fuperior merits of his 
caufe ; and to excel, not only in the arts of war, 
but in thofe of compofition. His epiflle to the 
fenate and people of Athens *^ feems to have been 

dictated 

i< Julian (ad S. P. Q. Athen. p. 1S6.} pofitWely ailbrts, that he 
intercepted the letteit of Conftantiut to the Barbarians: and LU 
banius as pofitively affirmsy that he read them on hit inarch to the 
troops and the cities. Yet Aaiinlanus (xxi«4.) exprefiea bimfelf 
with cool and candid befitation, fi fama fiTms adniittenda eft fides. 
He fpecifieSy however, an intercepted letter from Vadoinair to 
Conftantius, which foppofes an intimate correfpondence betweeil 
them : " Cxfar tuos difciplinam non habet.** 

}7 Zofimus mentions his epiftles to the Athenians* the Conn* 
|3uaoi» ftnd the Lacedaemonians. The fubAance was probably tb« 
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di^bted by an elegant enthufiafm ; which prompted 
him to fubmit his a£tions and his motives to. the 
degenerate Athenians of his own times, with the 
fame humble deference^ as if he had been plead« 
ing in the days of Ariftides^ before the tribunal 
of the Areopagus. His application to the fenate 
of Rome, which was ftill permitted to beftow 
the titles of Imperial power, was agreeable to the 
forms of the expiring republic. An affembly 
was fumraoned by Tertullus, prsefeft of the city ; 
the epiftle of Julbn was read ; and as he appeared 
to be mafter of Italy, his claims were admitted 
without a diflenting voice. His oblique cenfur4P 
of the innovations of Conftantine, and his pat 
fionate invedive againd the vices of Gonftanttus, 
' were heard with lefs fatisfaftion ; and the fenate, 
as If Julian had been prefent, unanimoufly ex- 
claimed, ** Refpeft, we befeech you, the author 
** of your own fortune*'." An artful expreffion, 
which, according to the chance of war, might 
be diflferently explained ; as a manly reproof oi 
the ingratitude of the ufurper, or as a flattering 
confeilion, that a fingle a£t of fuch benefit to the 
ilate ought to atone for all the filings of Conr 
ftantius* 

iamey though the sddrefs was properly varietl. The eptdle to the 
Athenians is ftill extant (p. 168— 9187.), and has aiFoided much 
▼aloable inforiiiiition. It deferves the praifcs of the Abb^ de la 
Bleterie (Pref. a l*Hiftoire de Jovien, p. 24, af.), and if one of thje 
bell nianifeftos to be found in any language. 

^ AuClorl tito rtveraaiam rogamus, Amniian. xxi. 10. It is 
amofiog enough to obfcrrve the lecret confliAs of the Icnate between 
iiaitcry and fear. See Tacit. Hift. i. S5. 
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c rf A P. The intelligence of the march and rapid pW* 
i^^^^ grefs of Julian was fpeedily tranfmitted to bis 
S^^tL '^^^'^ ^^^^ ^y ^^^ retreat of Sapor^ had obtained 
fonie refpite from the Perfian war. Difguifing 
the anguifii of his foul under the femblance of 
contempt, Conftantius profeffed his intention of 
returning into Europe, and of giving chace to 
Julian ; for he never fpoke of this military expe« 
dition in any other light than that of a bunting 
party *^ In the camp of Hierapolis, in Syria, 
lie communicated this defign to his army ; flightly 
mentioned the guilt and raflmefs of the Csfar; 
and ventured to afiure them, that if the muti^ 
neers of Gaul prefumed to meet them in the 
field, they would be unable to fuftain the fire of 
their eyes, and the irrefiftible weight of their 
ihout of onfet. The fpeech of the emperor was 
received with military applaufe, and Theodotus^ 
the prefident of the council of HierapbUs, rt^ 
quelled, with tears of adulation, that his city 
might be adorned with the head of the vanquifhed 
rebel ^. A chofen detachment was difpatched 
away in poft- waggons, to fecure, if it were yet 
poiBble, the paik of Succi; the recruits, the 
horfes, the arms, and the magazines which had 
been prepared againfl: Sapor, were appropriated 
to the fervice of the civil war ; and the domefUct 

.39 Tanqiiam venaticiam pr^clam caperet : hoc cnim ad Icoiendum 
fuonim metum fiibtnde prsedicabat. Aminiah. xxi. 7* 

40 See the fpeech and pieparations in Ammianus, xxi* ij. The 
vile Theodotus afterwards implored and obtained his pardon from 
the merciful conqueror^ who fignified bis wiffi of diminiihtiig hu 
enemies, and incicafing the namber of hii friendi (xxii» 14.)* 

6 Tiftories 
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Vi^ories of Conftantius infpired his partlfans chap. 
with the mod fanguine afiurances of fuccefs. 
The notary Gaudentius had occupied in his name 
the provinces of Africa ; the fubfiftence of Rome 
was intercepted; and the diftrefs of Julian was 
increafed, by an unexpe£led event, which might 
have been produftive of fatal confequences* 
Julian had received the fobmiffion of two legions 
and a cohort of archers, who were ftationed at 
Sirmium i but he fufpeded, with reafon, the fide- 
lity of thofe troops, which had been diftin- 
guifhed by the emperor ; and it was thought 
expedient, under the pretence 0/ the expofed 
ftate of the Gallic frontier, to difmifs them from 
the mcA important fcene of adion. They ad- 
vanced, with reludance, as far as the confines 
of Italy ; but as they dreaded the length of the 
way, and the favage fiercenefs of the Germans, 
they Tefolved^ by the inftigation of one of their 
tribunes, to halt at Aquileia, and to ered the 
banners of Conftantius on the walls of that im« 
pregnable city. The vigilance of Julian per- 
ceived at once the extent of the mifchief, and the 
neceflity of applying an immediate remedy. By 
his order, Jovinus led back a part of the army 
into Italy ; and the fiege of Aquileia was formed 
with diligence, and profecuted with vigour. But 
the legionaries, who feemed to have rejefted the 
yoke of difcipline, conduced the defence of the 
place with (kill and perfeverance ; invited the 
reft of Italy to imitate the example of their cou- 
rage and loyalty ; and threatened the retreat of 
Vol. IV. D Julian, 
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CHAP, jfulian, if he fhould be forced to yield tb the Ibpe- 
c^^^ tior numbers of the armies of the Eaft **. 
Md death But the huminity of Julian was pteferved from 
finn^w, the crofel alternative, which he pathetically la- 
A.D.361, ments, of deftroying, or of being himfelf de- 
ftroyed : and the feafonable death of Conftantius 
delivered the Roman empire from the calamities 
of civil war. The approach of winter could not 
detain the monarch at Antioch; and his favou- 
rites durft not oppofe his impatient define of 
revenge. A flight fever, which wai perhaps 
occafioned by the agitation of his fpirits, was 
cncreafed by the fatigues of the journey; and 
Conflantius was obliged to halt at the little town 
of Mopfucrene, twelve miles beyond Tarfus, 
where he expired, after a fliort illneft, in the 
forty.fifth year of his age, and the twenty-fonrth 
of his reign **• His genuine charafter, which 
was compofed of pride and weaknefs, of fuper- 
ftition and cruelty, has been fully difplayed in 

4t Ammian. xxt. 7. II, IS* He feemt to defcribe^ with fupfr- 
fluous labouf, the operations of the fiege of Aquileia^ which* ot\ 
this occafion^ maintained its impregnable fame. Gregory Nazi. 
Allien (Orac. iii* p» 68.) afcribes this accidental revolt to the ^if. 
dom of C6nftantius» whofe aiTured viflory he announces with fome 
appearance of tiuth. Conftantio quem credebat proculdubio fcie 
viflorem : nemo enim omnium tunc ab hac conftanti fententia dif- 
crepebat. Ammian. xxi* 7. 

4> His death and character are faithfully delineated by Aramia- 
nus (xxi» 14. 15, 16.); and we are authorifed to dcfpife and dete(t 
the foolifli calumny of Gregory (Drat, iii, p.68.)9 ^ho accufes 
Julian of contriving the death of his bcnefadlor. Ihe priyate re- 
pentance of the empercrj thu he bad fpared and promoted Julian 
(p. 69. and OrAt. xxi. p. 389.)> ^s ^<>^ improbable in itielf, nor 
incompatible with the public verbal teftament, vrhich prudential con* 
fidcrations might dictate in ihe laft moiaentt of his Ufc« 
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the preceding flarratiTe of civil and eccIeiiaiUcal c h a f. 



events* The loag abufe of power rendered 
bftn a confiderable objedt in the eyes of his con- 
temper^esi but as perfonal merit can alone 
deferve the notice of pofteriiy, the laft c^ the 
fons of Conftantine may he difmifled from the 
world with the remark, thitt he inherited thft 
defedS) xirithcut the abilities, of his £ather« Be- 
fore Conftamius expired, he is faid to have named 
Julian for his fucceflbr j nor does it feem impro« 
bable, that his anxious concern for the fate of 
a ycHing and tender wife, whom he Idt with 
child^ may have prevailed, in his laft moments, 
over the harflier paifions of hatred and revenge* 
Eufebiua, and his guilty affociates, made a faint 
attempt to prolong the rdgn of the eunuchs, 
by ttie eleOion of another emperor: but thdr 
intrigues were rejeded with difdain by an army 
which now ablunrcd the . thought of civil dif« 
cctfd; and two officers of rank were inftantly 
di^atched, to aiQure Julian, that every fword in 
the empire would be drawn for his fervice. The 
xnilitaiy defigns of that prince, who had formed 
three different attacks againft Thrace, were pre- 
vented by this fortunate event. Whhout flied- 
ding the blood of his fellow-citizens, he efcaped 
the dangers of a doubtful conflift, and acquired 
the advantages of a complete victory .^ Impatient 
to vifit the place of his birth, and the new 
capital of the empire, he advanced from'Naiflus 
through the mountains of Haomus, and the cities 
of Thrace. When he reached Heraclea^ at the 

J) 2 diftance 
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3(5 THE DECLINE AND PALL 

CHAP. dUlance of fixty miles, all Conftantinople wM 
«^r-,-^- pocrfd forth to receive him ; and he made his 
jttiianen. triumphal entry, amidft the dutiful acclamations 
ftantmo-* of the foldicrs, the people, and the fenate. An 
£}^^ ^^ innumerable multitude prefled around him with 
eager refpeA; and were perhaps difappointed, 
when they beheld the fmall ftature, and fimple 
garb of a hero, whofe unexpenenced youth had 
vanquiflied the Barbarians of Germany, and who 
had now traverfed, in a fuccefsful career, the 
whole continent of Europe, from the (bores of 
the Atlantic to thofe of the Bofphorus *^ A few 
days afterwards, when the remains of the deceafed 
emperor were landed in the harbour, the fubjeds 
of Julian applauded the real or affected humanity 
of their fovereign. On foot, without his diadem, 
and clothed in a mourning habit, he accompanied 
the funeral as far as the church of the Holy 
Apoftles, where the body was depofited: and 
if thefe marks of refpeft may be interpreted as a 
felfifli tribute to the birth and dignity of his Im- 
perial kinfman, the tears of Julian profefied to 
the world, that he had forgot the injuries, and 
remembered only the obligations which he had 
received from Conftantius ^* As foon as the 

4} In defcribing the triumph of Julian, Ammianus (xxii. t> s } 
afTumet the Jofty tone of an ocator or poet j while Libaiiius (Orat. 
Parent, c. 56. p. %%i.) finka to the grave fimplkity of an hiftorian. 

44 The funeral of Conftantius is defcribed by Ammianus (xzi. 
16.) Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. iv. p. ii9*}» Mamertinus (in Pa- 
negyr. Vet. xi. 27.), Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. Ivi. p. tSj.}, and 
PhiJodorgius (1. vi. c. 6. with Godefroy*t Diflcrtations, p. 165.}* 
Thefo writers, and their followers, Pagans, Catholics, Arians, beheid 
witli very different eyes both the dead and the liviog emperor, 
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l^;ions of Aquileia were aflured of the death of chap. 
the emperor, they opened the gates of the city^ t , ^^^ 
and, by the facrifice of their guilty leaders, ob- 
tained an eafy pardon from the prudence or lenity and it tc« 
of Julian; who, in the thirty-fecond year of his jed^"by 
age, acquired the undifputed pofieilion of the ^^^^ whole 
Ropoan empire *'. '"'**'** 

Philofophy had inftrufted Julian to compare Hit civil 
the advantages of aftion and retirement; but menT."and 
the elevation of his birth, and the accidents of ft^^^ 
his life, never allowed him the freedom of choice. 
He might perhaps fmcerely have preferred the 
groves of the academy, and the fociety of Athens ; 
but he was conftrained, at firfl by the will, and 
afterwards by the injuftice, of Conftantius, to 
eacpofe his perfon and &me to the dangers of 
Imperial greatnefs ; and to make himfelf account- 
able to the world, and to pofterity, for the hap- 
pinefs of millions ^. Julian recolle^ed with ter- 
ror the obfervation of his matter Plato ♦% that 
the government of our flocks and herds is always 

45 The day and year of the birth of Julian are not perfeflly af- 
certaincd. The day it probably the fixth of November, «tt(| th^ 
year muft be either 551 or jja* Tillemont, Hift. det Empereun, 
toou iv. p. $93. Ducange, Ffoi* fiysantin. p* 50* I have preferred 
the earlier date. 

46 Julian himielf (p«ft5S— 167.) hat ex prtfled theft philofophical 
ideaa with much eloquence, and fome affcAation, in a very elabo. 
rate cpiftle to Themi^ut. The Abb^ de la Bleterie (torn. if. p. 146. 
— 193.)» who haa given an elegant tranflation, it inclined to bclieva 
that it was the celebrated Themiftiut, whofe orations are ftill eiu 
taot. 

47 Julian ad Tbenift. p. %$$, Petaviut (not. p. 95.) obfenret, that 
this paflage it taken from the fourth book de Legibus | but eithet 
Julian quoted from memory, or bit MS8» were different from ourt* 
Jl^cAophoaopcni the Cyroptedia with a fimiiar refledion. 

D 3 com* 
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CHAP, eommitted to beings of a fuperior f][>e€ies ; and 

' diat the conduct of nations requires and de&rves 

the oeleftial powers of the Gods or of the Geaii. 

From this principle he juftly concluded, that tha 

man who prefumes to reign, fliould afpire td9kf- 

perfection of the divine nature ; that he (hould 

purify his foul from her mortal and terreQrial 

part ; that he fhould extinguifii his appetites, en« 

lighten his underftanding, regulate his paffioos, 

and fubdue the wild bead, which, according to 

the lively metaphor of Ariftotle"^*, feldom fails 

to afcend the throne of a defpot. The throne 

of JuKan, which the death of Conftantius fixed 

on an independent bafis, was the feat of feafon, 

pf virtue, and perhaps of vanity. He defpifed 

the honours, renounced the pleafures, and dtf- 

charged with inceflant diligence the duties, of 

his exalted ftation ; and there were few among 

his fnbjefts who would have confented to relieve 

him frotn the weight of the diadem, had they 

been obliged to fubmit their time and their ac« 

tipns to the rigorous laws which th^ir philofophic 

fimperor impofed on biiufelf. Que of his moft 

intimate friends ^% who bad oftea (bared the 

frugal fimplicity of his table, has remarked, that 

his light apd fparing diet (which wa$ ufually of 

4* O ^ a»9pA^7ro> kOuvw ct^x^iVf it^tOtot xai dn^toy. Ariftot* ap» 
Julian, p. 261. The MS. 6t Votiius, unfamfied with a fingle beaft*, 
iffi^nU the ftronger reading oi 9»ipt«y which the experience of defpptiim 
may warrant. 

49 Libanius(Orat. Parentalis, c. Ixxxiv. Ixxxv. p. 310, jti, 31a.) 
has given ttiis intc.eftiDg detail of the private life of Julian. He 
bimfelf (in Mif'opogon» p. 350.) mentions his vegetable diet, and 
iipbraids the grofs and fenfual appetite of the people of Antioch. 
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the vegetable kind) left hi$ muid aad body always chap. 



XXII. 



free and adivcs for the various and important 
buiinefs of an author, a pontiff, a magiftrate, ^ 
general, and ^ prince. In ofie sfnd the fame day, 
be ^ve audience to feveral ambailadors, and 
wrote, or dilated, a great number, of letter^ tq 
his generals, bis civil magiftrates, bis private 
friend^, and the di6ferent citie$ of his dominions. 
He lifteqed to the memorials which had beeit 
received, confidered the fubje6t of the petitions, 
and figniiied bis intentions more rapidly thaq 
they could be taken in fliort-hand by the dili- 
gence of hi3 fecretaries. He poffeffed fuch flexi- 
bility of thought, and fuch firmnefs of attention, 
that be could employ his band to write, his e^r 
to liflen, and his voice to didate ; and purfue at 
once three feveral trains of ideas without hefi* 
tation, axul without error. While his minifter? 
repofed, the prince flew with agility from on^ 
labour to another, and,, after a hafty dinner, 
retired kto his library, tiU the public bufineft, 
which he had appointed for the evening, fum- 
moned him to interrupt the profecution of his 
ftudie$. The fupper of the emperor was ftill lefs 
fubftantial than the former meal; his fleep was 
never clouded by the fumes of indigeftion; and, 
except in the (hort interval of a marriage, which 
was the efieft of policy rather than love, the 
chafte Julian never ihared his bed with a femalfi 
companion *% He was foon awakened by the 

entrance 

f« Leaulot . . • Veftalium torit purior. Is the piaife whiA 
MancrtiBVi (Paofgyr. Vcu xi. 13.) additAst to JulUn himielf. 
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4* THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, entrance of frefh fecretaries, who had flept the 

XXII • 

preceding day j and his fervants were obliged to 
wait alternately, while their indefatigable mafter 
allowed himfelf fcarcely any other refreihment 
than the change of occupations. The predeceflbrs 
of Julian, his uncle, his brother, and his coufin^ 
indulged their puerile tafte for the games of the 
circus, under the fpecious pretence of complying 
with the ii^clinatidn^ of the people; and they 
frequently remained the greateft part of the day, 
as idle fpeftators, and as a part of the fpleadid 
fpeftacle, till the ordinary round of twenty-four 
races ^' was completely finifhed. On folemn 
feftivals, Julian, who felt and profefled an un- 
fafhionable diilike to thefe frivolous amufements, 
condefcended to appear in the Circus ; and after 
beftowing a carelefs glance on five or fix of the 
races, he haftily withdrew, with the impatience 
of a philofopher, who confidered every moment 

Libaniut affirmsy in fober peremptory language, that Julian never 
knew a woman before his marriage, or after the death of hia wife 
(Orat. Parent, c. Izxxviii. p. 313.)* '^^^ chaftity of Julian it 
confirmed by the impartial teftimony of Ammianus (xxv, 4.}, and 
the partial fllence of the Chriftians. Yet Julian ironically urges the 
teproach of the people of Antioch, that he alm^ alvfoyt («»s fvivcv, 
in Mifopogon. p. 345.) lay alone. This fufpicious ex predion is 
explained by the Abbe de la Bleterie (Hi^. de Jovien, torn. ii« 
p. I03«-io9.) with candour and ingenuity. 

S^ See Salmaiiuf ad Sueton. in Claud, c. xxi« A twenty.fifth 
race, or mijus, was added, to complete the number of one hundred 
chariots, four of which, the four colours, ftarted each heat. 
Centnm quadrijugoa agitabo ad flamina currus. 
It appears, that they ran five or feven times round the Maa (Sueton. 
in Domitian. c. 4.)} and (from the meafure of the Circus Maximus 
at Rome, the Hippodrome at Conftantinople, &c.) it might be about 
% four«milc courie* 
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as loft, that was not devoted to the advantage of chap. 
the public, or the improvement of his own v,J!^-!l^ 
mind'\ By this avarice of time, he feemed to 
protrad the (hort duration of his reign ; and if 
the dates were lefs fecurely afcertained, we (hould 
refufe to believe, that only fixteen months elapfed 
between the death of Condantius and the depart- December, 
ure of his fucceffor for the Perfian war. The Ma?c'h^*' 
afBons of JuKan can only be prefcrved by the a.d.36j. 
care of the hiftorian ; but the portion of his volu- 
minous writings, which is (lill extant, remains 
as a monument of the application, as well as of 
the genius, of the emperor. The Mifopogon, 
the Csfars, feveral of his orations, and his ela- 
borate work againft the Chriftian religion, were 
compofed in the long nights of the two winters, 
the former of which he pafled at Conftantinople, 
and the latter at Antioch. 

The reformation of the Imperial court was Reforma- 
one of the firft and moft neceffary afts of the ^'^^^o^**** 
government of Julian ". Soon after his entrance 
into the palace of 'Conftantinople, he had oc- 
cafion for the fervice of a barber. An officer, 
magnificently drefled, immediately prefented him- 
fcif* ' *^ It IS a barber," exclaimed the prince, 

S* Julian, in Mifopogon. p. 340. JuUut Cefar had oficnded the 
Roman people by reading hit Uifpatcbet during the a^ua] nee. 
Aognftna indulged their tafte, or his own^ by hia conftant atten* 
tion to the important bufinelt of the Circut, for which he pro&fied 
the warmeft inclination. Sueton. in Augoft. c.xlv. 

$i The reformation of the palace is defcribed by Ammianut 
(xzii. 4.^, Libanios (Orat. Parent, c. Ixii. p. ft8S» &c.}, Mamer« 
tiniia (in Panegyr. Vet. xi. ii.}» Socrates (Kiii* c« u), and Zo« 
naras (tom. ii« !• ziii* p* a^.}. • 
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42 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, with affe£ted furprlfe, '^ that I want, and not a 
XXII. <^ receiver-general of the finances '*." He queC- 
tioncd the man concerning the profits of his 
employment; and wa$ informed, that beiideft a 
large falary, and fome valuable perquifiteg, bp 
enjoyed a daily allowance for twenty fervant^, 
and as many horfes. A thoufand barbers, a 
thoufand cup-bearers, a thoufand cooks, were 
diftributed in the feveral offices of luxury; and 
the number of eunuchs could be compared only 
with the infedsof a fummer's day '^ The mo- 
narch who refigned to his fubje£ls the fuperiority 
of merit and virtup, was di(lingui(hed by the 
cpprefTive magnificence of his drefs, his (able, 
his buildings, ^d his train. The ftately palaces 
ereded by Condantine and his fons were deco- 
tated with many coloured marbles, and orna- 
ments of mafTy gold. The mod exquifite dainties 
were propufed, to gratify their pride, rather 
tb^ their tafte; birds of the moil diila^t cli« 
mates, 60) from the mo(l remote feas, fruits out 
of their i^atural feafon, winter rofes, and fummer 
lnows'^ The domeftif: crowd pf the palace 

furpafled 

54 Ego non rattMalem jufli fed tonforem acciri. Zonarat ufet 
the ler$ nttural image of z/nator. Yet an officer of the finances, 
vibo w«t ratiftfifid with vMltb, might defijne and obtain Ihe bpnoHrt 
of the fenate* 

are the original words oi Libaniiis, which 1 have faithfully quoted^ 
ieft I fliould be fufpe^^ed of magnifying the abutet of the royal hottfe- 
bold. 

S^ The expcefr.ons of Mamertm^t are lively and forcible. Qvift 
•tiam pnmdiorum et ccnarttoi laboca^i^i! nBagnitiidiaet Rgmamia 

popvlua 
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furpaOed the expence of the legions j yet the c h a p. 

ftoaaUeft part of this coftly multitude was fubfer- 

viept to the uie, or even to the fplendour, of the 

throne. The monarch was difgraced, and the 

people was injured, by the creation and fale of 

^ik infinite number of obfcure, and even titular 

eipployments ; and the moft worthlefs of man* 

)und might purchafe the privilege of being 

maintained, without the neceffity of labour, from 

the public revenue! The wafte of an enormous 

houfebold, the encreafe of fees and perquifites, 

which were foon cbimed as a lawful debt, and 

the bribes which they extorted from thofe who 

feared their enmity, or folicited their favour, 

fuddenly enriched tbefe haughty menials. They 

;d>ttfed their fortune, without confidering their 

|aft, or their future, condition ; and their rapine 

and veoaUty could be equalled only by the ex- 

O'avagance of their diffipadons* Their £lkea 

robe$ weve embroidered with gold, their tables 

were ferved with delicacy and profufion; the 

houf^ which they built for their own ufe, would 

tiQW ooyered the farm of an ancient confui ; and 

the Quoft honourable citizens were obliged to 

difmoui)t from their horfes, and refpedfuUy to 

lalute w eunuch whom they met on the public 

highway* The luxury of the palace excited the 

contempt and indignation of Julian, who ufually 

ilq>t on the ground, who yielded with rdudance 

populuf fenfits cum quaefitiflimae dapes non gufio fed difficultatu 
bas sefUmarentur ; miracUla ayium, longinc^ui maris pifccf, alieiii 
t^porit poiiia> aeftivse nivet, bybernx rolk* 

to 
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c H^A P. to the indifpenfable calls of nature ; and who 
placed his vanity, not in emulating, but in de* 
ipifing, the pomp of royalty. By the total extir- 
pation of a mifchief which was magnified even 
beyond its real extent, he was impatient to re- 
lieve the diftrefs, and to appeafe the murmurs, 
of the people ; who fupport with lefs uneafinefs 
the weight of taxes, if they are convinced that 
the fruits of their induftry are appropriated to 
the fervice of the ftate. But m the execution of 
this falutary work, Julian is accufed of proceed- 
ing with too much hade and inconfiderate feve- 
rity. By a fingle edift, he reduced the palace 
of Conftandnople to an immenfe defert, and dif- 
miffed with ignominy the whole train of ilaves 
and dependents '% without providing any juft,^ 
or at lead benevolent, exceptions, for the age^ 
the fervices, or the poverty, of the faithful do- 
meftics of the Imperial family. Such indeed 
was the temper of Julian, who feldom recoUeded 
the fundamental maxim of Ariftotle, that true 
Virtue is placed at an equal diftance between the 
oppofite vices. The fplendid and effeminate 
drefs of the Afiatics, the curls and paint, the 
collars and bracelets, which had appeared fo ridi- 
culous in the^perfon of Conftantine, were con- 
fidently rejeded by his philofophic fucceffon 
« 

57 Yet Julian himfelf was accufed of beflowing whole towns on 
theeuauchs (Orat. Tii. againft Polyclet. p. 117— 117.)* Libaniua 
contents himCelf with a cold but pofitive denial of the faft, whicd 
feems indeed to belong more properly to Conftantius. This charge 
howeveri may allude to fome unknown circumltance* 

But 
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But with the fopperies, Julian affeded to re- chap. 
nounce the decencies^ of drefs ; and feemed to ^_r-,-^ 
value himfelf for his negled of the laws of clean- 
linefs. In a fatirical perfonnance, which was 
defigned for the public eye, the emperor defcants 
with pleafure, and even with pride, on the length 
of his nails, and the inky blacknefs of his hands ; 
protefts, that although the greateft part of his 
body was covered ^ith hair, the ufe of the razor 
was confined to his head alone ; and celebrates, 
with vifible complacency, the ihaggy and popu* 
lom^* beard, which he fondly cherifhed, after 
the example of the philofophers of Greece. Had 
Julian confulted the fimple diftates of reafon, 
the firft magiftrate of the Romans would have 
fcomed the affedation of Diogenes, as well as 
that of Darius. 

But the work of public reformation would chamber 
have remained imperfed, if Julian had only cor« 
reded the abufes, without punifliing the crimes, 
of his predeceffor's reign. ** We are now de- 
" livered," fays he, in a familiar letter to one 
of his intimate friends, " we are now furprifingly 
" delivered from the voracious jaws of the Hy- 

5* In the Mifupogon (p. 33^» 339-) he draws a very fingular 
pidare of himfelf, and the following words are ftrangely charafler. 
iftic ; ovr©* T^o«0BxaTw|9«9t;f tbtovi vjr/ona, . . • Tavra rot dtaG^ov. 
TOff wKx^^uu rvt ^upvy o0Ve^ iv Xoxi^»>T«» Oi»§ia;y. The friends of the 
Abb^ de la Bleterie adjured htm, in the name of the French nation* 
not to tranflate this paflage, fo offenfive to their delicacy (Hllh de 
Jofien, torn. ii. p. 94-)* ^^^'^ Whrn^ I have contented royreif with a 
tranfient allufion $ but the little animal, which Jutisn numt, is a 
beaft familiar to man, and figoifies love. 

« dra. 



Digitized by 



Google 



^6 THE DECLINE ANb FALL 

c H A F. ^ dra '^ I do not mean to s^Jply that epithet 
^^^* " to my brother Conftantius. He is no more( 
*^ may the earth lie light on his head ! But his 
•* artful and cruel iavou rites ftudied to deceive 
^^ and exafperate a prince, whofe natural mikt-> 
** nefs cannot be praifed without fome efforts of 
f* adulation. It is not, however, my intentiob, 
" that even thofe men Ihould be oppreflfed : they 
" are accufed, and they fliall enjoy the benefit 
•' of a fair and impartial trial." To condud 
this enquiry, Julian named fix judges of the 
higbed rank in the Hate and army ; and as he 
wifhed to efcape the reproach of condemning his 
perfonal enemies, he fixed this extraordinary 
tribunal at Chalcedon, on the Afiatic fide of the 
Bofphorus ; and transferred to the commiiSoners 
an abfolute power to pronounce and execute 
their final fentence, without delay, and without 
appeal. The office of prefident was exercifed 
by the "venerable prarfeft of the Eaft, a fecond 
Salluft *% whofe virtues conciliated the efteem of 
Greek fophifts, and of Chriftian bifhops. He 



J9 Julian, epift. xxiii. p. 3S9, Hp ufcs the words croXi/JcsJaXo? 
'uJ^ay^ in writing to his friend Hermogenes, who, like binafelf, was 
converfant with the Greek poets. 

60 The two Sallufls, the praefeft of Gaul, and the praefeft of the 
Eafty mull be carefully diftinguiihed (Hift. des Empercitrs, torn. iv« 
p. 695.}. I have ufed the furname of Stcundut, as a convenient 
epithet. The fecond Sallud extorted the efteem of the Chrifliana 
themfelves; and Gregory Nazianzen, who condemned hit religion » 
has celebrated his virtues (Orat. iii. p. 90.)* See a curiou» note o^f 
the Abbe de ia Bleterie, Vie de Juli^ni p. 363. 
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was adiit^ed by the eloquent Mamertinus *', one chap. 
of the confuls eled, whofe merit is loudly cele- >^— ,-^ 
brated by the doubtful evidence of his own ap- 
plaufe. But the civil wifdom of two magi- 
ftrates was overbalanced by the ferocious violence 
of four generals, Nevirta, Agilo, Jovinus, and 
Arbetio. Arbetio, whom the public would have 
feen with Idfs furprife at the bar than on the 
bench, was fuppofed to poffefs the fecret of the 
commiflion ; the armed and angry leaders of the 
Jovian and Herculian bands encompafled the 
tribunal ; and the judges were alternately fwayed 
by the laws of juftice, and by the clamours of 
faaion*». 

The chamberlain Eufebius, who had fo long Punjfli- 
abufed the favour of Conftancius, expiated, bv '"«".^^^ 

1 , , • , ^ the inno- 

an ignommious death, the mfcLmce, the corrup- .t nd 
tion, and cruelty of his fervile rei<jn. The exe- ^^'^S^'^T^ 
cutions of Paul and Apodemius (the former of 
whom was burnt alive) were accepted as an in- 
adequate atonement by the widows and orphans 
of fo many hundred Romans, whom thofe legal 
tyrants had betrayed and murdered. But Juftice 
herfelf (if we may ufe the pathetic expreflion of 
Ammianus ^^) appeared to weep over the fate 

^i Mamertinus praifet the emperor (xi. i.) for bellowing tbc 
cSccs of Treafurer and Praefrfl on a man of wifdomf firmnefs^ inte- 
grity, &€. like himfelf. Yet Ammianus ranks iiim (xxi. i.) among 
theminifttrs of JuliaOy quorum mcrica ndrat et Hdem. 

** The proceedings of this chamber oi juliice are related by Am- 
mianus (xxii. i.)f and prailed by Libamus (urat. Partnt. c. 74.« 
p.a99, 30Q.). 

^1 Uffuli vero necem ipfa mihi videtur fleffe juftitia. Libanius, 
«bo imputes bis death to the foldi^rsy attempts w cximinaie the 
couQt of the hrgtflet, 
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48 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, of Urfulus, the treafurer of the empire ; and hl« 
^^^^' blood accufed the ingratitude of* Julian, whofc 
diftrefs had been feafonably relieved by the in- 
trepid liberality of \that honcft minifter. The 
rage of the foldiers, whom he had provoked by 
his indifcrction, was the caufe and the excufe of 
his death ; and the emperor, deeply wounded by 
his own reproaches and thofe of the public, 
offered fome confolation to the family of Urfulus, 
by the reftitution of his confifcated fortunes. 
Before the end of the year in which they had 
been adorned with the enfigns of the prefeSurc 
and confulfliip ""% Taurus and Florentius were 
reduced to implore the clemency of the inex« 
orable tribunal of Chalcedon. The former was 
baniflied to Vercellat in Italy, and a fentence of 
death was pronounced againft the latter. A wife 
prince Ihould have rewarded the crime of Tau- 
rus : the faithful minifter, when he was no 
longer able to oppofe the progrefs of a rebel, 
had taken refuge in the court of his benefador 
and his lawful fovereign. But the guilt of Flo- 
rentius juftified the feverity of the judges ; and 
his efcape ferved to difplay the magnanimity of 
Julian; who nobly checked the interefted dili- 
gence of an informer, and refufed to learn what 
place concealed the wretched fugitive from his 

<^4 Such rerpe5( wai ftlll fntertAii:ed for tht yenerahle nsmes of 

the coinnionweatih, ihat the public was furpnled and Xcandaliietl 

^ to hcftr Taurus fummoned as a crtintnal under the confuUhip of 

Taufttf. The rumnrsons of his colleague Florcntios was probably 

delayed till the coinmenceinent of the enfuing year. 

juft 
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juft f€fentIneQt*^ Some months aflor the tri* ^SJ^^^^ 
bunal of Chalcedon had been diflblved^ the prae- 
torian vicegetent of Africa, the notary Gaudeiv 
tins, and Artemius^ duke of Egypt, were exe^ 
cured at Antioch. Artemius had reigned the 
cruel and corrupt tyrant of a great provinces 
Oaudentius had long pra£Ufed the arts of ca*> 
lumny againft the innocent, the Tirtuous, and 
even the perfon of Julian himfelf* Tet the 
circumftances of their trial and condemnation 
were fo unfkilfully managed, that thefe wicked 
men obtained, in the public opinion, the glorj 
of fuffering for the obftinate loyalty with with 
they had fupported die caufe of Conftantius. 
The reft of his fervatits were proteded by a ge» 
neral aA of oblivion ; and they were left to enjoy 
with impunity the bribes whidi diey had ae» 
cepted, either to defend the oppreflbd, or to 
oppre/s the friendlefs. This meafure, which, on 
the foundeft principles of policy, may deferve 
our approbation, was executed in a manner which 
feemed to degrade the majefty of the thrond. 
Julian was tormented by the importunities of a 
multitude, particularly of Egyptians, who loudly 
demanded the gifts which they had imprudently 

6^ Ammian. xx. 7. 

^ For the guilt and puniihment of Artemii»» fee Julian (Epift. x. 
r* 379*)» *^ Ammianat (xxii. ^« and Valef. ad loe.)« The 
merit •£ Ananias, who demoliflMd teanplet, and was put to dcaib 
by an apoflate, hat ttiniriffd the Orcck and Latin churthet to ho* 
Bour him at a martyr. Btit%as ecclefiiAical hiftory atteilft that he 
wat not only a tyrant, but xn Arixn, it is not altogether exTy to 
iuflify this indircitet pioA^iioii. TUienOAt, Ecdcf* torn. vS« 
p. 1S19. 

Vol- IV- £ «r 
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*xxtf^' or illegally beftowed ; he forefaw the etidleft 
v^^^^^mm^f pl-ofecution oiF vexatious fuits ; and he engaged 
a promife, which ought always to have beeii 
facred, that if they would repair to Chalcedon, 
he would meet them in perfon, to hear and 
determine theif complaints. But as foon as they 
were landed, he iffued an abfolute order, which 
]>rohibited the watermen from tranfporting any 
Egyptian to Condantinople ; and thus detained 
his difappointed clients on the Afiatic fhore, till 
their patience and money being utterly exhaufted, 
they .were obliged to return with indignant mur*^ 
murs to their native country *'. 
Clemency • The numerous army of fpies, of agents, and 
«f Julian, informers^ enlifted by Conftantius to fecure the 
repofe of one man, and to interrupt that of mil* 
lions, was hnmediately difbanded by his gene^* 
rous fucceflbn Julian was flow in his fufpicionsj 
find gentle in bis puniihments ; and his contempt 
of trebfofi w:as,the refult of judgment, of vanity, 
and of- courage. Confcious of fuperior merit, 
he was - perfuaded that few among his fubjefts 
would dare to meet him in. the field, to attempt 
his. life, or even to feat themfelves on his vacant 
throne. The philofopher could excufe the hafty 
fallies of difcontent; and the hero could defpife 
the ambitious projpds which furpafled the for- 
. tune or the abilities of the rafli confpirators. A 
citizen of Ancyra had prepared for his own ufe 

• ^K§^^ Aaunian. xxiL 6. an^ Valef. ad locum; and the Codex 
TTheodcrianu*, U^ii. tiujixxw. leg. «. j afjd Godcfioy'a Commcn* 
taryx torn. i. p. aii. ad locum. 

*^' 7 .i -'^ ia.putple 
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% purple garment j and this indiicreet a^Hon, c ha p. 
which, under the reign of Gonftantius, Would 
have been cdnfidered as a capital offence ^^ wad 
reported to Julian by the officious importunity 
of a private enemy. The monarch, after mak- 
ing fame inquiry into the rank and charafter of 
his rival, difpatched the informer with a prefent 
of a pair of purple flippers, to complete the 
magnificence of his Imperial habit. A mora 
dangerous confpiracy was formed by ten of the 
domeftic guards, who had refolved to affaffiriate 
Julian in the field of exercife near Antioch; 
Their intemperance revealed their guilt; and 
they were conducted in chains to the prefence' of 
their injured fovereign, who, after a lively re- 
prefentation of the wickednefs and folly of theif 
enterprife, inftead of a death of torture, which 
they deferved and expefted, pronounced a fen- 
tence of exile againft the two principal offenders. 
The only inftance in which Julian feemed to de- 
part from his accuftomed clemency, was the exe- 
cution of a rafh youth, who, with a feeble hand, 
had afpired to feize the reins of empire. But 
that youth was the fon of Marcellus, the general 
of cavalry,' who, in the firfl: campaign of the 

« The prcfident Montcfquicu ( Con fiJera lions fur la Gnndcar, 
&c. det Rofnains, c. xiv. in bis works, torn. iii. p. 448, 449*^ 
excofts thts minute and abfard tyranny, by Aippofmg, that aftioos 
the noft , indilFerent io our eyes might excite, in a Koman mind, 
the idea of guilt and danger. This Arange apology is fupported 
kya ilrange mi&pprehcnfion of the fingtilh laws, <* chex une na. 
"lion ... . oil il eft defendv de t>oirc a la £ant^ d'use certajnc 
«« perfuBoe/' 

, E 2 Gallic 
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c >H A p. (JraiSc war, bad 41eferted the ftandard of the Csb- 
x^^^' &r, jKid the republic. Without appearing to 
iixdiilge hp6 ferfonal refentment, Julian might 
eafily confound the crime of the fon and of the 
father ; but he was reconciled by the diftrefii of 
^Jarcellus, and the liberality of the emperor en- 
deavoured to heal the wound which had been in* 
fliaed by the hand of juftice**. 
HU love of J^lia^ wa5 not infenfible of the advantages o£ 
freedom, freedom^. From his ft'udies he had imbibed 
repulifc. the fpirit of ancient fages and heroes : his life 
and fortunes had depended on the caprice of a 
tyrant ; and when he afcended the throne, his 
pride was fometimes mortified by the reflection, 
that the flaves who would not dare to cenfure 
his defers, were not worthy to applaud his vir- 
tues ''. He fincerely abhorred the fyRem of 
Oriental defpotifm, which Diodetian, Conftan* 
tine, and the patient habits of fourfcore years, 
had eftablifhed in the empire, A motive of fu- 
perftition prevented the execution of the defign 
which Julian had frequently meditated, of re- 
lieving his bead from the weight of a coftly 

^9 The clemency of Jiitian, and the cor.fpiracy wttich wm formed 
againft his life at Amioch, aie dcfcnbrii by Ammi^inus (xxit. 9, 
10. and Valef. ad lor.), ar.d Libanius (Grit* Parent, c. 99. p. jxj.)- 

7« According to roine, fnys Ariilotle (as he is quoted by Julian 
ad Tbemill. p. »6i.), the form of Ahfoluie govemmenfy the ^scm- 
§K>nhiWf is contrary to nature. Both the prince and the phtlofopliei 
chuiVy however, to involve this eternal truth in anfiii and laboured 
obrcnrity. 

7> T^at fentinient is exiirefild aloioft in the words of Julian him- 
•M* Ammian« xt\u 19* 

<iiadem: 
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abdem^: Init he aUblutelt refiifed the tide of ^^^u^' 

ihminusy or Lord^\ a word whicb waft groim ib ^^—■"w'W 

familiar to the ears of the Romant, that thef no 

loager refiieiid>ered ita fervile and faamAiatiii^ 

origiiu The office^ or raitber the name, .af con^ 

filly waa ehenflied by a prisce itho ceiiteioplatel 

with reverence the miBS of the repuUtc ; alid 

the £ime behariour which had been iSoAeA by 

the pradefKe of Auguftus, was adopted bjr Julian 

iffoitieheiee and incfiaatlon. On the calenda of a.i>. 36}, 

Jftoatary^ at break of day, the new confuls:. Ma** ^^"' '* 

mertiitua and NeTiCia^ haftened io the paiwoe to 

ialttte the emperor* As foon as he was informed 

of ihdr approaefa, he leaped froni' hk thadne, 

eagerly adNranced to meet iibein, ind ^eompeiled 

ihe blulbin^ asagiftrated to recdve the deitoi^ 

ftratioM of bia affeAed hutAilHy. From the 

palace they proceeded to the jfalkafee^ The eoipe^ 

ror^ oa foot^ marched before their Httera; akid 

ihe gaaing muloDide admired the image of aii- 

deot times, or fecret^ blamed a coteluA, which^ 

in their eyes^ degraded the SMjefty of the 

9* LilMiiios (Orakt* Filrent. c. 95. p. 310.% ^Iv) mehiidns the 
wifii mndd^ngn of Julian^ infinuate*, in myHeriotft Utngua^e (9(iif 
vry ytonta .... «a^* mr «}*fninr xifkvu!^), that the pmpetot was re- 
ftrained by Come particular icTelation. 

71 Jitlian in Mifopogon, p. 343. As he never abdifliiffl^ by anj 
public law^ the proud appellations of Drff^t or Dmivn, they a^e 
ftill extant Otl has medals (Ducange, Fam. Byaantin. p. 3S, 390* 
and the private difpleafure which he affe^ed to exprcfs, only gave 
a different tone to the fenrility of the court'. The Abbe de Ja Ble- 
lerie (fiift* de Joviefli^ toitt. ii. p. 99— loa.) hat curioufiy tracrd 
th£ oH^a and prqgrefi of the word Dcmimu under the Imperial 

Zi purple. 
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^ xm*^* purpW*; ' But the behaviour of Julian ^^^ vokU 
forinly> Supported/ During the games of the 
Gircos, he' had, imprudently or defignedly,' per* 
formed' the manuiniffibn of a ilave in the pre- 
lenoe^of . the conful. The moment he was re- 
ininded that he had tfefpafTed on the jurifdifUon 
€& another magiftrate, he condemned himfelf to 
pay'a<fine ofr ten' pounds of gold; and embraced 
this public occafion of declaring to the world, 
that he was fubjeft, like the reft of his fellow- 
citizens', to the laws '% and even to ' the forms, 
tof the republic. The fpirit of his adminiftra- 
tion, and his regard for the place of his nativity, 
induced Julian to confer on the fenate of Con- 
fianei&ople,' the fame honours, privileges, and 
authority, which were ftill enjoyed by the fenate 
t)f ancient Roihe '^ A legal * fidion was intro- 
dqoed, aiid gradually eftabliflied, that one half 
of the national council had migrated into the 
Eaft : and the defpotic fucceffors of Julian, ac- 
cepting the title of Senators, acknowledged them- 
felves the members of a refpisfkable body, which 

74 Apimian. xxii. 7. The €onful Mamtrtinus (in Pancgyr. 
Vet. xi. »8, 29, 30.) celebrates the aufpicious day» like an elo- 
quent ilayc» aiioniihed au4 intoxicated by the cofidefce^iiloa of h^ 
mafter. 

. 75 Perfopal fatire was condemned by the I9W8 of the twelve 
tables! 

Si male condiderit in quern quis carmina» jus ef^ 
Judiciuinque.'i 
Julian (inMifopogon, p. 337.) owns himfelf fnbjeft to tho Jaw; 
and the Abbe de la fileterie (Hift. de Jovien, torn. ii. p. 9».) has 
eagerly embraced a declaration ^o agreeable to his own fyftem, an^ 
indeed to the true fpirit, of the Imperial conftittttion* 

7^ Zofimus, 1. iii. p. 158. 

wa^ 
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was permitted to reprefent the majefty of tb» ^xm^ 
Rom^n name. From Conftantinople, the atten* w*"^"*^^ 
tion of the moairch.ixrat extended to the muni- 
dpa) fenates of the provinces. He aboliflied^ 
by repeated edids, the unjuft and pernicious ex- 
emptions, which had withdrawn . fo many idle 
citizens from the fervice of their country ; and 
by impofing an equal diftribution of public du- 
ties, he reftored the ftrengtb, the fplendour, or, 
according to the glowing expreffion of Liba- 
nius'% the foul of the expiring cities of his 
empire. The venerable age of Greece excited Hitcirt 
the moft tender compaffion in the mind of Ju- ored^t 
lian ; which kindled into rapture when he recoU ^i'i^** 
leded the gods; the heroes; and the men fu« 
perior to heroes and to gods ;^ who had bequeathed 
to the latcft pofterity the monuments of their 
genius, or the example of their virtues. He re- 
lieved the diftrefs, and redored the beauty, of 
the cities of Epirus and Peloponnefus *'• Athens 
acknowledged him for her benefaflor; Argos, 
for her deliverer. The pride of Corinth, again 
rifing from her ruins with the honours of a Ro- 

77 *H Tuji2o3?.Tij tax*''; +v;5^ 5roX?5b> srt». Sec Libanius (Drat. Parent. 
c. 7r« p* 2^9^i0» Arnmianus (xxii.. 9.), and the Theodofian Cocl« 
(1. zii. lit. i. leg, 50 — 55.), with Goclct»oy'ft Connawniaiy (loin. j?, 
p. 390 — 4/32.). Vet ihc whole fubjeft of the Curi^^ notwithftandi|it( 
very ample materials, fttli remains the mod obfcure in the legal hiftoiy 
of the empire* 

78 Qtix p3u1o ante arida et fiti anhelantia vifebantiir, ea nunc 
perlnt, iTiundari, maderej Fora, Derimbulacra, Gymnalia^ Ixris. et 
j^.'identiSus populis frequentari j dies feltos, et celebrari vcteres, et 
1070% in honorem pnncipJs confecrari (Mamertin, xi. ^.). He pr- 
?"-c\jUrly reffored the city of Nlcopoli?, and the Afliac gaoicsj which 
Kid b;en inftituted by Auguflus, 

E 4 . man 
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^ xxiu' *^ ^^ talents of a rhetorician. He alternately 
pra^fed^. aa in a fchool of declamation, the fc* 
veral .modes of praiTe, of cenfure, of esiiortation ; 
an4 his friend Libanius has remarked, that the 
ftudy of Homer taught him .to imitate the fimple, 
concife ftyle of Menelaus,. the copioufnefs of 
Neftor, whofe words defcended like the flakes of 
s^ winter's ^ fnow,. or the pathetic and forcible 
^oquence ofUlyfles. The fun<5tions of a judge, 
lBKhich,are fomctimes incompatible with thofe of 
|i prince, v(^re 'exereifed by Julian, not only as 
a duty, but as an amufement ; and although he 
plight have trufted the integrity and difcerament 
of his Praetorian prefeds, he often placed himfelf 
l>y their fide on the ieat of judgment. Th^ 
acute penetration of his. mind was agreeably oc- 
cupied in deteding and defeating the chicanery 
of the advocates, who laboured to di%uile the 
truth of fads', and to pervert the fenfe of the 
laws. He fomctimes forgot the gravity of hia 
ilation, a&ed indifcreet or tinfeafonable queftions, 
and betrayed, by the loudixefs of his voice, and 
.the agitation of his body, the earned vch^mimce 
"with which he maintained his opinion againfl the 
judges, the advocates, and their clients. But 
his knowledge of his own temper prompted him 
to encourage, and even to foltcit, the reproof of 
his friends and minifters j and whenever they 
ventured to oppofe the irregular falli^s of 4iis 
•paffions, the fpeftators could obferve the fhame, 
.as well as the gratitude, of their monarch. - The 
decrees of Julian were almoft always founded 09 

, the 
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tfce principles' of juftice; and^he had thefirmnrff ^xxn^* 
to refift the two mod dangerous temptations^ ^*— -^^"^y ^ 
which ailanlt the tribunal of a (bvereign, un<l^t 
the fpecious forms, of compailion and equity; 
He decided the merits of the caufe without 
weighing the drcumftances of the parties; aj^cl 
the poor, whom he wilhed to relieve, were coilt 
demned to * fatisfy the juft demands ^f a npbl^ 
and wealthy adverfary. *He carefully diilin* 
guiflied the judge from the legiliator ^* ; and 
though he meditated a neceflary reformation, of 
the Roman jurifprudence, be pronounced fea» 
tence according to the ftridfc and literal m*^ 
terpretation of thofe laws, which the magiftrates 
were bound to execute, and the fubje£ta to 
obey. 

The generality of princes, if they were ftfi()ped Hit cha. 
of thdr purple, and caft naked into the woridi "^^**' 
would immediately fink to the loweflrank* of 
fociety, without a hope of emerging from their 
obfcurity. But the perfonal merit of Julian was^ 
in fooie meafure, • independent of his fdrtune* 
Whatever had' been his choice of life; by the 
force of intrepid courage, lively wit, and intenfe 
application, he would have obtained, or at leaft 

*4 Of cbe laws which Julian enabled id a reign of fix teen moathf » 
fifty-four haTc been admitted into the Codes of Tbeodoiius and 
Jufiinian. (Golhofred. Chron. Legum, p. 64—67.) The Ahbe 
dela Bleterie (rom..ii. p. 319—336.) has choftm one oftbefe Ja^a 
to giv« an idea of JiiUan*t Latin fiylc, which it forcible and elabo- 
pU| but IcCs pure than his Greek. 

he 
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^xxti*"* fe^^otjld have defdrved, the highcft honour* of 
bis profeffion; and Julian might have raifed 
kimfeif to the rank of mintfter^ cr general, of 
the ftate in which he was bom a private citizen. 
If the jealoas caprice of power had difappointed 
his expedations; .if he had prudently declined 
the paths of greatnefs, the employment of the 
fame talents in ftudious folitude^ would have 
placed, beyond the reach of kings, his prefent 
happinefs and his immortal fame. When we 
infpeS, with minute, or perhaps malevolent at« 
tentiont the portrait of Julian, fomething feems 
wantbg to the grace and perfeftion of the whole 
figure. His genius was lefs powerful and fuU 
time than that of Csefar } nor did he poflefs the 
confummate prudence of Auguftus. The virtues 
of Trajan appear more (leady and natural, and 
the phitoibphy of Marcus is more (iniple and 
eoniiftent. Tet Julian fuftained adverfity with 
firmnefs, and pro^)erity with moderation. After 
an incerval of one hundred and twenty years from 
the death of Alexander Sevenis, the Romam 
beheld an emperor who made no diftin^ion be* 
tween his duties and his plcafures ; who hboared 
to relieve the diftrefs, and to revive the fpirit, 
of his fubjefts ; and who endeavoured always to 
connect authority with merit, and happinefs whh 
virtue. Even fa£tion, and religious fadion, was 
conftrained to acknowledge the fuperiority of hie 
genius, in p^ce as well as in war ; and to coHt 
fefsy with a figh, that the apoftate Julian wag a 

lover 
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lover of his country, and that he delerved the ^ " |^ ^* 
empire of the world *'. 

'5 . • . . DuAor fortiiBmiis armit; 

Condilor ef 'legum eeleh^rrimut § ore marilqiie 
ConCultpr pttrue ^ fed mm confoltor btliepcUe 
Rtligioiiis } amans ttrrcentum millia Divana, 
Perlido't ilie Deo, feti noa et peifidtis orbt. 

The eoniciottroeft of a fciwroua fentimeot feemt to htat ciUtd tbc 
Chiillian poet abof e hit ufual raediocrity. 
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CHAP. XXIIL 

T/je Religion of Julian. — Univerfal Toleration* — He 
cttempts to rejlore and reform the Pagan Worfhip 
•^to rebuild the Temple of Jerufalem. — His artful 
Perfecution of the Chri/iiam.^'^Mutual Zeal and 
Jnjuftice. 

CHAP. npHE character of Apoftate has injured the 
,^'1^ ^ reputation of Julian; and the enthufiafm 
Religion which clouded his virtues, has exaggerated the 
€i Julian, ygj^j j^jjj apparent magnitude of his faults. Our 
partial ignorance may reprefent him as a philo- 
fophic monarch, who ftudied to proted, with an- 
equal hand, the religious fafilons of the empire; 
and to allay the theological fever which had in- 
flamed the minds of the people, from the edi(fls 
of Diocletian to the exile of Athanafius. A 
more accurate view of the charafter and condufl 
of Julian, will relieve this favourable prepoflef- 
lion for a prince who did not elcape the general 
contagion of the times. We enjoy the lingular 
advantage of comparing the pifturcs which have 
been delineated by his fonded admirers, and his 
implacable enemies. The adions of Julian are 
faithfully related by a judicious and candid hif- 
toria% the impartial fpedator of his life and 
death. The unanimous evidence of his contem- 
poraries is confirmed by the public and private 
declarations of the emperor himfelf; and his 

various 
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Tarioos ^nrhings'cxprefe the unifortil Wnor df his c'h a p. 
religions- fentiments, which policy would hare ^si-.-w 
prompted him • to diffemble rather than to iiSt&. 
A devout and fincere attachment for the gods of 
Athens and Rome, conftituted the ruKng paflion 
of Julian'; the powers of an enlightened- under* 
ilanding were bletrayed and corrupted by the . ' 
influence • of ftiperftitious prejudice ; and the .^ 
phantoms which exlfted only in the mind of the 
emperor, had a real and pernicious tffecl on the 
government of the empire. The vehement zeal 
of the Chriftianss who defpifed thef worfhip, and 
overturned the altars^ of thole fabulous' deiiies, 
engaged their votary in a ftate of irreconcileabl<i 
hoftility with a very numerous party of his fub** 
jefts; and he was fometimes tempted, by the 
defire of viftory, or the fliame of a repulfe, to 
violate the Jaws of prudence,, ^nd even of juftice* 
The triumph of the party, which he deferred and 
oppofed, has fixed a Rain of infamy on the name 
of Julian; and the unfuccefsful apoftate has been 
overwhelmed with a torrent of pious' inveftives, 
of which the fignal was given by the fraiorous 
trumpet^ of Gregory Nazianzen*. The inte- 

refting 

« I fliall tranfgnbe fomc of his own cxprtifions from a flirt reli- 
gious difcouife which ihe Impel ial poniifF compofeJ to cetjfurc llie 
bolU imyicty of a Cynic : AaX* ojx*,- aTc- ^n t* t.., $:..,- ctj^Vh^.-, ?.-* (JP i-, 

Onit« vii. p,>i I; '} he vanccy anrl coj><oulncrs ol ilic Ciritk long'.ie 
fkems itiadeqtute to the ferv&ijr ^^ ^'is lievoticn. 

* The oraiqi;^ . wi.h forue elotjucnce, much enihiifinfm, nnd mdip 
icaajty* addrefiis hi« diIc;/Uir« to heaven and eaiih, to men and an- 
^•' . ■ g-Is, 
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^xxm^ rcfting nature of the events which were crow^ 
into the Ihort reign of this a£tive emperor, ckferve 
a juft and drcumftantial narrative. His modveti 
his counfels, and his adions, as far as they are con^ 
neAed with the hiftory of religion, will be the fub* 
je£t of the prefent chapter. 
Hitedii. The caufe of his ftrange and fatal apoftacy, 
toSiScyT* °*^y ^^ derived from the early period of his life, 
when he was left an orphan in the hands of the 
murderers of bis &mily. The names of Ghrift 
and of Conftantius, the ideas of ilavery and of 
religion^ were foon aflbdated in a youthful ima- 
gination, which was fufceptible of the mod lively 
impreilions. The care of his infancy was en« 
trufted to EufeUus, bifhep of Nicomedia% who 
was related to him on the fide of his mother; 
and till Julian reached the twentieth year of his 
age, he received from his Chriftian preceptors 

gels, to the living nnci the (teadj ami ahore all, to the great Con- 
ItantiuB (u thi ourOr/Thi, an odd Pagan cxprcrlTiun}* He con chides 
with a bold aflurancc, that he has «reAed a moooment not lets da- 
rable, and much more portable, than the columns of Hctculea. Sctf 
Greg, NLizian7.eu, Orat. iii. p. 50. iv^ p. 134. 

9 See tiiis long invef^ive, which hat been injudicioufly divided 
into two orations in Gregory's Works, tom. i. p. 49— 134* f^h 
x630« It was puhliflied' by Giegory and hit friend lUlil (it. p. I33*)f 
about fix months after the drath of Julian, when his remains had 
been carried to Tarfus (ir. p. no ) j but while Jovian was ftill an 
the throne (rii. p. 54. iv. p. 117.}* ^ hare derived much aiCftance 
frcm a French verfion and remarks, printed at Lyons 1735* 
4 Nicomediae ab Eufebio educatus Epifcopo, qxten) genere loo* 
V gius contingebat. (Ammian. xxii. 9.) Julian never exprefles «ii| 
gratitude towards that Arian prelate } but he celebrates hit preoeptofi 
the eunuch Mardonius, and defcribet his mode of ctfucttiofif which 
infpired his pupil with a pafTionate admiration for the genius^ and p•^ 
haps the religion^ of Homer* MUbpogon, p. 35^1 13^* 

die 
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tfffe' education not of a hero; but of a famt. The c h a p. 



empbror, lefs jealous of a heavenly, than of an 
earthly crown, contented himfelf with the im- 
perfeft charaftcr of a catechumen, while he 
beftowed the advantages of baptifm' on the 
nephews of Conftantine *. They were even ad- 
mitted to the inferior offices of the eccleiiaftical 
order ; and Julian publicly read the Holy Scrip- 
tures in the church of Nicomedia. The ftudy 
of religion, which they affiduoufly cultivated, 
appeared to produce the iaireft fruits of faith and 
devotion'. They prayed, they fafted, they dif- 
tributed alms to the poor, gifts to the clergy, 
and obladeDS to the tombs of the martyrs ; and 
the fplendid monument of St. Mamas, at Cae- 
iarea, was ereded, or at lead was undertaken, 
by the joint labour of Gallus and Julian \ They 
refpe&fulty converfed with the bifliops who were 
eminent for fuperior fandity, and folicited the 
benedidion of the monks and hermits, who had 
introduced into Cappadocia the voluntary hard-* 

5 Greg. Naz. iii. p. 70* He hboared to efface that holy mark m 
the blood, perhaps of a Taurobolium. fiaron. AnnaU Ecclef. A. D. 
361. No« Si4- 

6 JuHan himfelf (Epift. li. p. 454.) aiturei the Alexandrians that 
he had been a Cbriftian (he mufl mean afmcere one) tiUthe twentieth 
year of his age. 

7 See his Chriftian, and even eccleiiaftical education, in Gregory 
(iii. p. sS.}* Socrates (I. iii. c. i.), and Sosomen, (l.v. c. a.). 
He efcaped very narrowly from being a Bifhop, and perhaps a faint. 
- * Tfiie ihare of the work which had been allotted to GallnSt waa 
profecuted with vigour and fuecefs } but the earth obftinarely rejcAed 
and fubverted the ftruAaret which were impofed by the facrilegioua 
band of Jolian* Greg. iii. p. 59, 60, 61 . 8uch a partial earthquake, 
attefted by many living fpeftators, would form one of the cltareft 
juiicles io eccleiiailical ftory« 

Vot. IV. F ■ ihip$ 
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66 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, fhips of the afcctic life ^. As the two prince* 
advanced towards the years of manhood, they 
difcovered, in their rehgious fentiments, the dif- 
ference of their characters. The dull and ob« 
fiinate underftanding of Gallus embraced, with 
implicit zeal, the do£trines of Chriftianity ; which 
never influenced his conduCl, or moderated his 
paffions. The mild difpofition of the younger 
brother was lefs repugnant to the precepts of the 
Gofpel 'y and his a£live curiolity might have been 
gratified by a theological fyftem, which explains 
the myfterious eflence of the Deity ; and opens 
the boundlefs profpeA of invifible and future 
worlds. But the independent fpiric of Julian 
refufed to yield the paffive and unrefifting obe- 
diaice which was required, in the name of reli- 
gion, by the haughty minifters of the church. 
Their Speculative opinions were impofed as 
pofitive laws, and guarded by the terrors of 
eternal punilhmentsj but while they prefcribed 
the rigid formulary of the thoughts, the words, 
and the aflions of the young prince ; whilft they 
filenced his objeftions, and feverely checked the 
freedom of his enquiries, they fecretly provoked 
his impatient genius to difclaim the authority of 
his ecclefiaftical guides. He was educated in 
the Lefler Afia, amidft the fcandals of tl^e Arian 

f The fbitofipber (Fragment, p. »S8.) ridicules the iron-chains, See* 
ef thei'e fblitary fanatics (fee Tillemotit, Mem. Ecclef. torn. ix. 
p. 66if 66z.)> who had forgot that man is by nature a gentle and 
focial animal, (x,T^fbysni ^uret 'TroKhikKU ^uu xat ri/xE^v. The Pagan fup- 
pofes, that becanfe they had renounced the gods, they were poflelTcd 
and torinented by evil daemons. 
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controverfy "^ The fierce contefts of the Eaftcra c it a p. 
bifhops, the inceflant alterations of their creeds, J?,'^ 
and the profane motives which appeared to 
aAuate their condud, infenfibly ftrengthened the 
prejudice of Julian, that they neither underftood 
nor believed the religion for which they fo fiercely 
contended. Inftead of liftening to the proofs q£ 
Chriftianity with that favourable attention which 
adds weight to the moft refpedable evidencei 
he heard with fufpicion, and difputed with ob« 
ftinacy and acutenefs, the do£lrines for which 
he already entertained an invincible averfion# 
Whenever the young princes were direded to 
corapofe declamations on the fubjed of the pre* 
vailing controverfies, Julian always declared him- 
felf the advocate of Paganifm ; under the fpecious 
e^cufe that, in the defence of the weaker caufe, his 
learning and ingenuity might be more advantage^ 
ouily exercifed and difplayed* 

As foon as Gallus was invefted with the ho- Heeni'^ 
npurs of the purple, Julian was permitted to Ij[*^jJ*,|J'* 
breathe the air of freedom, of literature, and of of Pagaa* 
Paganifm". The crowd of fophifts, who were '^* 
attracted by the tafte and liberality of their royal 
pupil, had formed a ftrift alliance between the 

>o See Julian apad Cyrtl. 1. vi. p. fto6. 1. f iii. p. 153* *^l* 
" Ton perfecute/* fays he, <' thofe heretics who do not mourn the 
'« dead man precifely in the way which you approye." He fliewt 
himfelf a tolerable theologian; but he maintains that the Chriiliaa 
Trinity is not derived from the doArine of Pnal, of Jefus^ or of 
Mofes. 

>> Ltbanius^ Orat. Parenta1i«» c. 9, 10. p. 131, &e. Greg. Su 
iHinzen, Orat. iii. p. 61. Eunap. Vit. Sophift* in Maximo, p* 6S9 
(9,7o« Edit. Commelio, 

F 2 learning 
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c ^J^f' learning and the religion of Greece ; and the 
poems of Homer, inftead of being admired as the 
original produftions of human genius, were fcri- 
ouflv afcribed to the heavenly infpiration of 
Apollo and the mufes. The deities of Olympus^ 
as they are painted by the immortal bard, im- 
print themfelves on the minds which are the lead 
addidled to fuperftitious credulity. Our familiat 
knowledge of their names and charafters, their 
form^ and attributes, feems to beftow on thofe 
airy beings a real and fubftantial exiftence; and 
the pleafing enchantment produces an fmperfeft 
atid momentary aflent of the imagination to 
thofe fables, which are the moft repugnant to 
our reafon and experience. In the age of Julian^ 
every circumftanee contributed to prolong and 
fortify the illufion; the magnificent temples of 
Creece ahd Afia ; the works of thofe artifts who 
had expreffed, in painting or in fculpture, the 
divine conceptions of the poet; the pomp of 
feOivals and facrifices; the fuccefsful arts of 
divination; the popular traditions of oracles and 
prodigies ; and the ancient practice of two thou- 
fand years. The weaknefs of polytheifm was, in 
fome meafure, excufed by the moderation of its 
claims ; and the devotion of the Pagans was not 
incompatible with the moft licentious fcepticifm '% 
Inllead of an indivifible and regular fyftem^ 

>* A modern philofopher lias ingenioufly compared the difivrtnt 
operation of thcifm and polytheifm, with regard to the doubt or con- 
vidliun which they produce in the human mioU* S«e HumeV Eflays, 

vol. ii« p.444*"4i7t in Svoedit. 1777. 

« 

which 
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which occupies the whole extent of the believiiur chap. 
mind, the mythology of the Greeks ^was com* >— *>^^^ 
pofed of a thoufand loofe and flexible parts, and 
the fervant of the gods vas at liberty to define 
the degree and meafure of his rjeFigious faiths 
The creed which Julian adopted for his own uf^, 
was of the largeft dimenfions ; and, by a ftrange 
contradi^on, he difdained the falutary yoke of 
the Gofpel, whilft he made a voluntary offer- 
ing of his reafon on the altars of Jupiter and 
Apollo. One of the orations of Julian is con* 
fecrated to the honour of Cybel^, the mother of 
the gods, who required from her effeminate 
priefts the bloody facrifice, fo raflily performed 
by the madnefs of the Phrygian boy. The pious 
emperor condefcends to relate, without a bluOi, 
and without a fmile, the voyage of the goddefs 
from the (hores pf Pergamus to the mouth of 
the Tyber; ^nd the ftupendous miracle, which 
convmced the fenate and people of Rome that 
the lump of clay, which their ambaffadors had 
tranfported over the feas, was endowed with life, 
and fentiment, and divine power". For the 
truth of this prodigy, he appeals to the public 
monuments of the city ; and cenfures, with ibnie 
acrimony, the fickly and affeded tafte of thof(^ 

<l The Idaean motlfer landed in Italf about the end of the fe- 
cood Punic war. The miracle of Claudia, eithrr virgin or matroRf 
who cJeared her fame by difgracing the graver modefty of the Roman 
ladiet. is attefted by a cloud of witne<Tet, Their evidence is col. 
Je£led by Drakcnborch (ad Silium Italicum, xvii. 33.) i but we may 
obferve tbatLivy (xxix. 14.) Aides over the tran&^ion with dil'crcot 
ambiguity, 

F 3 men, 
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CHAP, men, who impertinently derided the facred tra« 

XXIII. « • • 

K^.^y^ ditions of their anceftors *\ 

The aiie- gyt the devout philofophcr, who fincerely em- 
braced, and warmly encouraged, the fuperftition 
of the people, referved for himfelf the privilege 
of a liberal interpretation ; and iilently withdrew 
from the foot of the altars into the fanduary of 
the temple. The extravagance of the Grecian 
niythology proclaimed with a clear and audible 
▼oioe, that the pious enquirer, inftead of being 
'fcandalized or fatisfied with the literal fenfe, 
ihould diligently explore the occult wifdcmi, 
which had been difguifed, by the prudence of 
antiquity, under the maik of folly and of fable '^ 
The philofophers of the Platonic fchool '% Plo- 
tinus. Porphyry, and the divine lamblichus, were 
admired as the mod ikilful mafters of this alle* 
gorical fcience, which laboured to foften and 
harmonize the deformed features of paganifm. 
Julian himfelf, who was direfled in the myfte* 
rious purfuit by ^dcfius, the venerable fucceflbr 

>4 1 eannot refrain from tranfcribing the emphatical words of Julian: 

f^l ^1 ioKU TtUq VOXEO-i IthriVUH ^OXX&V TC* TOKCVTOb, H* TWTOitfl T©tJ 

xop4^o»j,wv TO \vx»^fii» J^»ftw /«», pyifffSctfJi h /SXnru. Drat, ti p. t6x, 
Julian likewife declares bis firm belief in the andim, thp holy fliielda, 
which dropt from heaven on the Quirinal hill j and pities the ftrange 
bill dnefs of the Chriftians, who preferred the crofs to thefe celeftis^i 
trophies* ApudCyiil. 1. vi« p. 1 94. ' 

'5 See the principles of aUegory* in Jiflian (Orat. vii« p. at 6* 
tia.). His reafoning is lefs abfurd than that of foroe modern theo- 
loglans, who aflcrt that an extravagant or contradiAory doflrtne mufi 
be divine.; (ince no man alive could have thought of inventing it. 

16 Eunapius has made theie fopbifts the fubjeA of a partial and 
fanatical hitlory $ and the learned Brucker (Hift. Fbilofoph* torn. ii. 
p. 217—303.) has employed much labour to illuftratc their obfcvre 
li?cS| and mcompreheoiible do6trinef • 
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of lambUchus, afpired to the poflefllon of a c h a p. 

XXIII 

treafure, which he efteemed, if we may credit 
his folemn affeverations, far above the empire of 
the world '^ It was indeed a treafure^ which 
derived its value only from opinion ; and every 
artift, who flattered himfelf that he had eztraded 
the precious ore from the furrounding drofs, 
claimed an equal right of (lamping the name 
and figure the moil agreeable to his peculiar 
fancy. The £aible of Atys and Cybele had been 
already explained by Porphyry; but his labours 
ferved only to animate the pious induftry of 
Julian, who invented and publiOied his own 
allegory of that ancient and myftic tale. This 
freedom of interpretation, which might gratify 
the pride of the Platonifts, expofed the vanity of 
their art. Without a tedious detail, the modern 
reader could not form a juft idea of the ftrange 
allu/ions, the forced etymologies, the folemn 
trifling, and the impenetrable obfcurity of thefe 
fages, who profelTed to reveal the fyftem of the 
univerfe. As the traditions of Pagan mythology 
were varioufly related, the facred interpreters 
were at liberty to feledk the mod convenient cir- 
cumftances; and as they tranflated an arbitrary 
cypher, they could extraft from any fable any 
fenfe which was adapted to their favourite fyftem 
of religion and'philofophy. The lafcivious form 
of a naked Venus was tortured into the difcovery 

«7 Julian, Orat. vii. p. %%%. He fwears with the moft fervent and 
entbaii^ftic devotion j and trenablet, left Jic (hould betray too much 
of thefe holy myfteriet, which the profane might deride with an im- 
piout Sardonic laugh* 

F4 ^ 
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CHAP, 
XXIII. 



of forae moral precept, or fome phyfical truth j 
and the caftration of Atys explained the revolu- 
tion of the fun between the tropics, or the repa- 
ration of the human foul from vice and error *'. 
Thcoiogi. The theological fyftem of Julian appears to 
of Julian, bzvt Contained the lublime and important prin- 
ciples of natural religion. But as the faith^ 
which is not founded on revelation, mud remain 
deftitute of any firm affurance, the difciple of 
Plato imprudently relapfed info the habits of 
vulgar fuperftition ; and the popular and philo- 
fophic notion of the Deity feems to have been 
confounded in the pradice, the writings, and 
even in the mind of Julian '•. The pious empe- 
ror acknowledged and adored the Eternal Canfe 
.pf the uniyerfe, to whom he afcribed all the 
perfedions of an infinite nature, invifible to the 
eyes, and inaccefljble to the underftanding, of 
feeble mortals. The Supreme God had created, 
or rather, in the Platonic language, had gene- 
rated, the gradual fuccefTion of dependent fpirits^ 
of gods, of daemons, of heroes, and of men ; aqd 
every being which derived its exiftence imme- 
diately from the Firft Gaufe, received the inhe- 

^8 See the fifth oration of Julian. But all the allegories wh'ch 
ever ifTued from the Platonic fchool, are not worth the (hort poem 
of Catullus on the fame extraordinary fubjeft. The tjanfitioh oF 
>^tysy from the wildett enthufiafm to fober pathetic complaint, for 
his irretrievable lof$> mud infpire a man with pity, an eunuch with 
defpair. 

'9 The true religion of Julian may be dcd^ced from the Caefars, 
p. 3«8. with Spanheim^s notes and ifl^Mlrations, from the fragments 
in Cyril, I. ii. p. 57, 5S. and efpecially from the theological oration 
in Soiem Regem, p. 130— 159* addrefTed, in the confidence of friend* 
ihip, to the prsefea Salluft. 

rent 
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rent gift of immortality. That fo precious an chap, 
advantage might not be lavi(hed upon unworthy 
objefts, the Creator had entrufted to the fkill 
and power of the inferior gods, the office of 
forming the human body, and of arranging the 
beautiful harmony of the animal, the vegetable, 
and the mineral kingdoms. To the conduQ of 
chefe divine mlnifters he delegated the temporal 
government of this lower world 5 but their im- 
perfed adniiniftration is not exempt from difcord 
or error. The earth, and its inhabitants, are 
divided among them, and the characters of Mars 
or Minerva, of Mercury or Venus, may be dif- 
tinflly traced in the laws and manners of their 
peculiar votaries. As long as our immortal fouls 
are confined in a mortal prifon, it is our intereft, 
as well as our duty, to folicit the favour, and to 
deprecate the wrath, of the powers of heaven ; 
whofs pride is gratified by the devotion of man* 
kind ; and whofe groifer parts may be fuppofed 
to derive fome nourifiiment from the fumes of 
facrifice^^ The inferior gods might fometimes 
condefcend to animate the ftatues, and to iQhabk 
the temples, which were dedicated to their ho- 
nour. They might occafionally vifit the earth, 
but the heavens were ihe proper throne and fym- 
bol of their glory. The invariable order of the 

>o Julian adopts this grpft conceptioVi, by afcribing it to hit 
favooiite Marcus Antpninus (Cxfares, P* 13^)* ^^^ Stoics and 
Platontfts hefitated between the analogy of bodies and the purity 
of fpirits; yet the graved philo(bphers inclined to the whimfical 
fancy of Ariftophancs and Luciani «hat an unbelieving age might 
ftarve the immortal gods. See Obfervalions de Spanhcim^ p. iV4>* 

15 fun. 
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fun, moon, and ftars, was haftily admitted by 
Julian, as a proof of their eternal duration j and 
their eternity was a fufficient evidence that they 
were the workmanfhip, not of an inferior deity, 
but of the Omnipotent King. In the fyftem of 
the Platonifts, the vifible, was a type of the 
invifible, world. The celeftial bodies, as they 
were informed by a divine fpirit, might be con- 
fidered as the objcfts the moft worthy of religious 
worfliip. The Sun, whofe genial influence per- 
vades and fuftains the univerfe, juftly claimed 
the adoration of mankind, as the bright repre- 
fentative of the Locos, the lively, the rational, 
the beneficent image of the intelledlual Father *". 
Fanati- In every age, the abfence of genuine infpira- 

pIsiTofo. * tion is fupplied by the ftrong illufions of enthu- 
****"• iiafm, and the mimic arts of impofture. If, in 
the time of Julian, thefe arts had been pra£tifed 
only by the pagan priefts, for the fupport of an 
expiring caufe, fome indulgence might perhaps 
be allowed to the intereft and habits of the 
facerdotal charafter. But it may appear a fubje£t 
of furprife and fcandal, that the philofophers 
themfelves (hould have contributed to abufe the 
fuperftitious credulity of mankind *% and that the 

Greciazx 



Toy TV fofiTi/ 7«T^o;. Julian, epift. xlt. in another place (apuil 
Cyiil. 1. ii. p. 69. )» he calls the Sun> God, and the throne of God. 
Julian believed the Platonician Trinity | and only blanae8 the Chnft« 
ians for preferring a nnortal, to an immortal, L6goi. 

*^ The fophifts of Eunapius perform ai many miracles as the 
faints of the defcrtj and the only ctrcumftance in their favour is» 
that they are of a lefs gloomy complexion* Inlicad of devils with 

horns 
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Gredan myfteries Ihould have been fupported chap. 
by the magic or theurgy of the modern Plato- ^„^^— ,# 
nifts. They arrogantly pretended to coi^trol 
the order of nature, to explore the fecrets of 
futurity, to command the fervice of the inferior 
daemons, to enjoy the view and converfation of 
the fuperior gods, and, by difengaging the foul 
from her material bands, to re-unite that immor* 
tal particle with the Infinite and Divine Spirit. 

The devout and fearlefs curiofity of Julian initiniM 
tempted the philofophers with the hopes of an ^^f^j^ 
eafy conqueft ; which, from the fituation of their juiiaa, 
young profelyte, might be productive of the moft 
important ccmfequences ^. Julian imbibed the 
firft rudiments of the Platonic dodrines from 
the mouth of iEdefius, who had fixed at Perga- 
mus his wandering and perfecuted fchooL But 
as the declining ftrength of that venerable fage 
was unequal to the ardour, the diligence, the 
rapid conception of his pupil, two of his moft 
learned difdples, Chryfanthes and Eufebius, fup- 
plied, at his own defire, the place of their aged 
matter. Thefe philofophers feem to have pre- 
pared and diftributed their refpeftive parts; and 
they artfully contrived, by dark hints, and at 

horns and taiU, lamblichat evoked the genii of lore, Erot and An- 
Uros, from two adjacent fountains. Two beaatiful boyt iffucJ 
from the water* fondly embraced him as their father, and retired 
at his command. P. %6, %y» 

*i The dexterous management of thefe fophifts* who played 
their credulous pupil into each other's hands, is fairly told by £u< 
napius (p. 69-^76. )» with unfufpeAing fimplicity* The Abbe da 
|a Blcterie undcrftandst and neatly defcribef, the whole comedy 
(Vie de Julieo^ f. i^^6%.). 

fe£ted 
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CHAP. fe£ted difputes, to excite the impatient hopes of 
■ J^'j^ . the a/pirantj till they delivered him into the 
hands of their afiTociate Maximus, the boldeft and 
moft ikilful mafter of the Theurgic fcience. 
By his hands, Julian was fecretly initiated at 
EphefuSy in the twentieth year of his age. His 
refidence at Athens confirmed this unnatural alli- 
ance of philofophy and fuperftition. He ob- 
tained the privilege of a folemn initiation into 
the myderies of Eleufis, which, amidft the gene- 
ral decay of the Grecian worfliip, dill retained 
fome veftiges of their primaeval fanftity ; and 
fuch w^ the zeal of Julfan, that he afterwards 
invited the Eleufmian pontiiF to the court of 
Gaul, for the fole pu.rpofe of confummating, by 
niyftic rites and facriiices, the great work of his 
fandification. As thefe ceremonies were per- 
formed in the depths of caverns, and in the filence 
pf the night ; and as the inviolable fiscret of the 
myfteries was preferved by the difcretion of the 
initiated, I Ihall not prefume to defcribe the hor- 
fid founds, and fiery apparitions, which were 
prefented to tlje fenfes, or. the imagination, of 
the credulous afpirant**, till the vifions of comr 
fort and knowledge broke upon him in a blaze of 
celeftial light *\ In the caverns of Ephefus and 

!|£leu(iS| 

»♦ When Julian, in a momentary panic, made the fign of ihe 
crofsy the daemons inftantly difappeared (Greg. Naz. Orat* iit. 
p. 7 1.)* Gregory fuppofet that they were frightened, but the 
prirAs declared that they were indignant. The reader, according to 
the meafure of his faith, will determine this profound queftion. 

*S A daik and diftant view of the terrors and joys of initiation it 
ihe wo by DioD» Chryfoftom, Themiftius, Proclus, and Stobseu s. The 
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Elenfis, the mind of Julian was penetrated with 
fmcere, deep, and unalterable entbufiafm ; though 
he might fometimes exhibit the Ticiilitudes of 
pioas fraud and hypocrify, which may be ob-i 
ferved, or at leaft fufpefled, in the charafters of 
the mod confcientious fanatics. From that mo^^ 
ment he confecrated his life to the fervice of the 
gods ; and while the occuptions of war, of 
government, and of ftudy, feemed to claim the 
whole meafure of his time^ a dated portion of 
the hours of the night was inrariably referved 
for the exercife of private devotion. The tern* 
perance which adorned the fevere manners of the 
foldier and the philofopher, was conneded with 
fome find and frivolous rules of religious abfti- 
nence ; and it was in honour of Pan or Mercury^ 
of Hecate or Ifis, that Julian, on particular 
days, denied himfelf the ufe of fome particular 
foody which might have been offenfive to his 
tutelar deities. By thefe voluntary fafts, he 
prepared his fenfes and his underftanding for the 
frequent and familiar viflts with which he was 
honoured by the celeftial powers. Notwith- 
ftanding the modeft filence of Julian himfelf, we 
may learn from his £utfaful friend, the orator 
Libanius, that he lived in a perpetual intercourfe 
with the gods and goddefles ; that they defcended 
lipon earth, to enjoy the converfation of their 
favourite heroj that they gently interrupted his 
flumbers, by touching his hand or his hair i that 

Icarneil author of the Dirine Legation has exhibited their words 
(vol. i. p, a39. «47y 24$. sSo. edit. tj$$»), which |ie dcxteroudy 
or forcibl/ applies to his own bypothefis* 

they 
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they warned him of every impending danger^ 
and conducted him, by their infallible wifdom, 
in every aAion of his life ; and that he had ac-^ 
quired fuch an intimate knowledge of his hea<» 
venly guefts, as readily to difUnguiih the voice 
of Jupiter from that of Minerva, and the form 
of Apollo from the figure of Hercules**. Thefe 
Seeping or waking vifions, the ordinary effeds 
of abftinence and fanaticifm, would almoft de- 
grade the emperor to the level of an Egyptian 
monk. But the ufelefs lives of Antony or Pacho- 
mius were confumed in thefe vain occupations. 
Julian could break from the dream of fuperflition 
to arm himfelf for battle; and after vanquiihing 
in the field the enemies of Rome, he calmly 
retired into his tent, to didate the wife and falu- 
tary laws of an empire, or to indulge his genius 
in the elegant purfuits of literature and philo* 
fophy. 
fiit rffigi- The important fecret of the apoftacy of Julian 
aTuUtion. ^^^ entrufted to the fidelity of the initiated^ with 
whom he was united by the facred ties of friend*^ 
ihip and religion ^^ The pleafing rumour was 
cautioufly circulated among the adherents of the 
ancient worfhip ; and his future greatnefs became 

*^ }u]ian*8 modefty confined him to obfcure and occafional hints ; 
bm Libanius expatiates with pleafure on the farts and vifions of 
the religious hero (Legat« ad JuHan. p« 157. and Orat« Parental, 
c. Ixxxiii. p. 309, 310. )• 

>7 Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. x. p. 233, 234.. Gallus had ibme 
reafon to fufpefl the feeret apoftacy of his brother ; and in a letter^ 
which may be received as genuine, he exhorts Julian to adhere to 
the religion of their ancefiorti an argument, which, as it fliould 
feem, was not yet peifeAly ripe. See Julian, Op, p. 454. and Hiil« 
de Jovien, tom* ii« p« 141* 
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the objeft of the hopes, the prayers, and the pre- ^^^. ^' 
diAions of the pagans, in every province of the 
empire. From the zeal and virtues of their 
royal profelyte, they fondly eaiEpe£ted the cure of 
every evil, and the reftoration of every blefling j 
and inftead of diiapproving of the ardour of their 
pious wiflies, Julian ingenuoufly confeflfed, that 
he was ambitious to attain a fituation, in which 
he might be ufefiil to his country, and to hia 
religion. But this religion was viewed with an 
hoftile eye by the fuccefibr of Conftantine, whofe 
capricious paOions alternately faved and threat- 
ened the life of Julian. The arts of magic and 
divination were ftriftly prohibited under a de- 
fpotic government, which condefcended to fear 
them ; and if the pagans were reluctantly in- 
dulged in the exerdfe of their fuperftition, the 
rank of Julian would have excepted him from 
the general toleration. The apoftate foon be- 
came the prefumptive heir of the monarchy, and 
his death could alone have appeafed the jufl: ap^ 
prehenfions of the Chrillians^. But the young 
prince, who afpired to the glory of a hero rather 
than of a martyr, confulted his fafety by dilTem- 
bling his religion ; and the eafy temper of poly- 
theifm permitted him to join in . the public 
woHhip of a fed which he inwardly defpifed* 
Libanius has conlidered the hypocrify of his 
friend as a fubjed, not of cenfure, but of praife« 

*' Gregory (iii* p. 5o.)9 with inhuman zeal, cenfures Conftan- 
tioa for fparing the infant apoftate (ieaxa>; (ra>6err»). Hit French 
iranflator (p. <65.) cautioufly obferves, that fuch txprfffioDt moft 
MK be prifes a la lettre. 

»3 « A» 
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c H A P. « As the ftatues of the gods/' fays that orator^ 
" whkh have been defiled with filth, are again 
" placed in a magnificent tempfle j fa the beauty 
** of truth was feated ift the mind of Julian, 
** after it had been purified from the errors and 
** follies of his education. His fentiments were 
^ changed ; but as it would have been danger- 
^^ ous to have avowed his fentiments, his con- 
** duft ftill continued the fame. Very different 
** from the afs in ^fop, who difguifed himfelf 
** with a lion's hide, our lion was obliged to 
** conceal himfelf under the fkin of an afs ; and, 
*^ while he embraced the diftates of reafon, to 
" obey the laws of prudence and neceffity *^'' 
The diflimulation of Julian laded above ten 
years, from his fecret initiation at Ephefus, to 
the beginning of the civil war j when he declared 
himfelf at once the implacable enemy of Chrift 
and of Conftantius. This ftate of conftraint 
might contribute to ftrengthen his devotion ; and 
as foon as he had fatisfied the obligation of aflift- 
ing, on folemn feftivals, at the aflemblies of the 
Chriftians, Julian returned, with the impatience 
of a lover, to burn his free and voluntary incenfe 
on the domeftic chapels of Jupiter and Mercury. 
But as every aft of diflimulation mull be painful 
to an ingenuous fpirit, the profeffion of ChriftU 
ianity encreafed the averfion of Julian for a 
religion, which opprefTed the freedom of his 
mind, and compelled him to hold a condu£b 
repugnant to the nobleft attributes of humaa 
nature, fincerity and courage. 

«9 LibaAittt» OraN F«rciital. c» ix. p. %%u 
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The inclination of Julkn might prefer the gods 
of Homer, and of the Sdpios, to the new £utfa, 
which hb micle had eftaUifiied in the Roman-mn^ fXTtlt^ 
}»re ; and in which he himfelf had been fanfti£ed c^iftU- 
by the facrament of baptifnu But, as a pfailoi- 
fopher, it was mcumbent on him to juftify his dill 
feat from Chriftianity, which was fupported bytht 
namber of ics converts, by the chain of prophecy^ 
the fpkndonr of miracles, and the weight of evi* 
dence. The ehborate work^, which he cJom^ 
pofisd amidft the preparations of the Perfian war, 
contained the fubftance of thofe arguments which 
he had long revolved in his mind. Some frag-^ 
ments have been tranfcribed and preferred by his 
adverlary, the vehement Cyril of Alexandrians 
and they exhibit a very fingular mixtore of wit 
and learning, of ibphiftry and fanaticifm. The 
elegance of the ftyle, and the rank of the author, 
recommended his writings to the public atten* 
tion*^; and in the iiiii»oui lift of the enemies of 

s» Fabriciat (Bibliotli. Graee. 1. v. c. ?iii. p. SS--90.) and Lard^ 
ner (Heathen Tcftimonies^ vol. iv« p. 44.-4.7.) have accurately com- 
piled all that can now be di (covered of Julian^ work agaiaft the 
Chriftiana. 

3> Aboat fevcntjr yeara after the death of Julian^ he executed a taik 
vliich had been feebty attempted by Philip of Side, a prolix and con- 
temptible writer* Kvcn the work of Cyril haa not entirely fatitfied 
the moft favourable judges » and the Abb6 de la Bleterie (Preface a 
THift. de j0vien» p. 30* 3a.} wifhes that fome tbtokgien fbUofo^bi 
(a ftrange ctntaur) would undertake the refutation of Julian. 

3* Libanioa (Orat. Parental, c; Ixxxvii. p. sis*), who has been 
fufpeded of affifting hia friendy prefers this divine vindication (Orat. 
ix. in necem Julian, p. a55»edit. Morel.) to the writings of Por- 
^yry. Hia judgment may be arraigned (Sociatet, U iii. c. a30» 
hot Libaniua caanot be accvled of flattery to a dead princt. 

Vol.. IV. G Chrift. 
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c H A P. Clinffiuimty» ^e celebrated name of Porphyry wai 
im0^ym^ .efiaced by the fiiperior merit or reputation of Ju- 
liaa.' The minds of the futhful were cither fe- 
duced, or fcandalized, or alarmed; and the pagans, 
vho fometimea prefumed to engage in the un- 
equal difpute, derived^ from the popular work of 
their Imperial mii&onary^ an inexbauftible fupplf 
of &llacious objeflions. But in the alliduotK pro- 
iSectutioa of thefe theological (Indies, the emperor 
of die Romans imbibed the illiberal prejudices 
and paifions of a polemic divine* He xontrafled 
an irrevoodble oUigitioa lo miiotain and pro- 
pi^te his religious opinioils ; and wUlft he fe« 
cretly applauded the ftrengtb and dexterity with 
v/bkh he wielded the weapons of controTerfy, 
he was tempted to diltruft the fincerity, or to 
delpife the uioderilandingSi of his antagonifts, who 
could ohftinately refift the ferce of reafon and eio- 
^Qcnce. . 
Uniferfai Thc Chriftiana, wha bebtid widi horror and 
i9imtion. indignation the apoftacy of Julian, had much 
more to fear from his power than from his ar« 
gHments- The pagans, who were confcious of 
his fervent zeal, expefled, perhaps with impa- 
tience, that the flames of perfecution fhould be 
immediately kindled againft the enemies of the 
gods; and that the ingenious malice of Julian 
would inyent fome cruel refinements of death 
and torture, which had been unknown to the 
rude and inexperienced fury of his predeceflbrs. 
But the hopes, as well as the fears, of the re- 
ligious fo^ons were apparently difappointed, by 
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the prvKlent hnnumlty cf a prince", wfio ^rai ^Ai[J^* 
carefbl of his own fame, of the piiUic peace, and >^i*^^^ 
of the i%hts of mankind. Inftruded by biftory 
and reflexion, Julian was perfuaded, that if the 
difeafes of the body may fometimes be cured by 
falatary violence, neither fteel nor fire can erau 
dicate the erroneous opinions of the mind* The 
da^famt vi^m may be dragged to the foot of the 
altar ; but (he heart ftill abhors and difdaims the 
facrilegioQS a& of the hand. Religious obftinacy 
is hardened and ezafperated by oppreffion ; and, 
as ibon as the perfecution fubfides, thofe who 
have yielded, are reftored as penitents, and thofe 
who have refifted, are honoured as laints and mar* 
tyrs. If Julian adopted the unluccefsful crudty 
of Diocletian and his colleagues, he was fienfible 
that he fliould ilain his memory with the name a£ 
tyrant, and add new glories to the Catholic church, 
which had derived ftrength and increafe from 
the feverity of the pagan magiftrates. Aduated 
by thefe motives, and apprehenfive of difturb* 
iag the repofe of an unfettled reign,. Julian fur« 
prifed the world by an edi£l, which was not ui^ 
worthy of a ftatefman or a philofopher. He ex- 
tended to all the inhabitants of the Roman world, 
the benefits of a free and equal toleration ; and 
the only hardfliip which he infli&ed on the 

II Lfbanios (Orat. Parent, c. Wlii. p. ftS^, aS^*) hit eloquently 
ixplatned the tolerating principles and conduft of his Imperial 
friend. In a very remarkable epiftle to the people of Boftra, Julian 
hbnfelf (epift. Hi.) profefles his moderation, and betrays his zeal | 
w&icb is acknowledged by AmmianuS) and cxpofed by Gregory 
{Orat. lii, p. ys.)* 

G 2 Chriftians, 
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tormenting their fellow-fubjeds, whom they ftlg- 
matifed with the odious titles of idolaters and 
heretics. The pagans received a gracious permif- 
fion». or rather an exprefs order, to open all 
their temples '^ ; and they were at once deli- 
vered from the oppreffive laws, and arbitrary vex- 
ations, which they had fuftained under the reign 
of Conftantine and of his fons. At the fame 
time, the biihops and clergy, who had been ba- 
nifhed by the Arian monarch, were recalled from 
exile, and reftored to their refpedive churches ; 
the Donatifls, the Novatians, the Macedonians, 
the Eunomians, and thofe wh(^ with a more pro- 
fperous fortune^ adhered to the doAiine of the 
council of Nice. Julian, who underftood and de- 
rided their theological difputes, invited to the 
palace the leaders of the hoftile feds, that he might 
enjoy the agreeable fpefhicle of their furious en- 
counters. The clamour of controverfy fometimes 
provoked the emperor to exclaim, ** Hear me! 
^^ the Franks have heard me, and the Alemanni ;'' 
but he foon difcovered that he was now engaged 
with more obftinate and implacable enemies ; and 
though he exerted the powers of oratory to per- 
fuade them to live in concord, or at leaft in 
peace, be was perfedly fatisfied, before he dif- 

14 In Greece the temples of Mincnra were opened by bis exprefs 
commaiidy before tbe death of Conftantius (Liban* Orat. Parent. 
(• 55* p* aSo.) i and Julian declares himfeii^a pagan in his public 
maoirefto to the Athenians, This iinijueiiionable evidence may 
coneA the hafty aflertion of AninBianus, who Teems to fuppole 
Contiantinoplc to be the place where he diicovered his attachmettt 10 
the gods. 
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mifled them from his prefence, that he had no- chap. 
thing to dread from the union of the Chriftians. Ji!^ 
The impardal Ammianus has afcribed this affeded 
demencf to the deiire of fomenting the inteftine 
diviiions of the church ; and the mfidious defign 
of undermining the foundauons of Chriftianity, 
was mfeparably connefted with the zeal, which 
Julnn profeflfed, to rcftpre the ancient religion of 
the empire ". 

, As foon as he afcended the throne, he affumed, z«i ana 
according to the cuftom of his predecdTors, the **^Y*1^" 
charader of fupreme pontiff; not only as the TnthV" 
moft honourable title of Imperial greatnefs, but Jr^iff?/ 
as a facred and important <rffice, the duties of 
which fie was refolved to execute with pious di- 
ligence. As the bufmefs of the ftate prevented 
the emperor from joining every day in the public 
devotion of his fubjeds, he dedicated a domeftic 
chapel to his tutelar deity the Sun ; his gardens 
were filled with ftatues and altars of the gods j 
and each apartment of the palace difplayed the 
appearance of a magnificent temple. Every morn- 
ing he fainted the parent of light with a facri- 
fice i the blood of another vidlm was (bed at the 
moment when the Sun funk below the horizon ; 
and the Moon, the Stars, and the Genii of the 
rights received their refpe£Uve and ies^onable 

1$ Aoimianas* xxii. f* Sozomen^ I* t* c. 5. Befiia inoritur^ 
tnmpiiililat redit • • . • omnet epifcopt qui de propriit fcdtbuf 
fgerant cxierminati p^ ipdulgentiam npvi princqpit ad ecdefia* 
rcdeunt. Jerom. advcrfus Luciferiaxio^i toin. ii. p. 14.3* Optatua 
Mtufet the Donatifts for owing their fafety to ap apotiate (I. ii. 
(f <(* p* 36, 37* tdit. Dupto}« 
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CHAP, honout^ from the indefatigable demotion of Ju- 
lian. On folemn feftivals, he regularly viiited the 
temple of the god or goddefs to whom the day was 
peculiarly confecrated, and endeavoured to exdte 
the religion of the magiftrates and people by the 
example of his own zeal. Inftead of maintain- 
ing the lofty ftate of a monarch, diftinguiihed by 
the fplendor of his purple^ and encompafied by 
the golden (hields of his guards, Julian foliated^ 
with refpedful eagernefs, the meaneft offices 
which contributed to the worfliip of the gods* 
Amidft the facred but licentious crowd of priefts, 
of inferior minifters, and of female dancers, who 
were dedicated to the fervice of the temple, it 
was the bufinefs of the emperor to bring the 
wood, to blow the fire, to handle the knife, to 
flaughter the vi£Um, and thrufting his bloody 
hands into the bowels of the expiring animal, to 
draw forth the heart or liver, and to read, with 
the confammate fkill of an harufpex, the imagi- 
nary figns of future events. The wifeft of the pa- 
gans cenfured this extravagant fuperftition, which 
affe&ed to defpife the reftraints of prudence and 
decency* Under the reign of a prince, who prac- 
tifed the rigid maxims of ceconomy, the expence 
of religious worihip confumed a very large portion 
of the revenue ; a conftant fupply of the fcarceft 
and mod beautiful birds was tranfported from 
diftant climates, to bleed on the altars of the 
gods; an hundred oxen were frequently facri- 
ficed by Julian on one and the fame day; and it 
foon became a popular jeft, that if be fhould 

return 
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return with conqueft from the Perfian war, the ^^ ^^* 
breed of homed dkttle muft infallibly be extin* ^m^>,^ 
guiflied. Yet this expenoe may appear inconfidcr« 
able, when it is compared with the fplendid pre* 
fents which were offered, either by the band, or 
by order of the emperor, to all the celebrated 
places of devotion in the Roman world ; and with 
the fums allotted to repair and decorate the an« 
cient temples, which had fuffered the filent de- 
cay of tim^ or the recent injuries of Chriftian 
rapine. Encouraged by the example, the exhort- 
ations, the liberality, of their pbus fovereign, the 
cities and families refumed the pradice of their 
neglected ceremonies. ^* Every paft of the 
^^ world," exclaims Libanius, with devout tran(L 
port, ^^ difplayed the triumph of religion; and 
*' the grateful profpe£t of flaming altars, bleedhig 
^^ vidims, the fmoke of incenfe, and a folemn 
'^ train of priefts and prophets, without fear and 
^' without danger. The found of prayer and 
" of muiic was heard on the tops of the higheft 
^ mountains ; and the fame ox afforded a &cri« 
^^ fice for the gods, and a fupper for their joyous 
*' votaries'*." 

But the genius and power of Julian were un« Refomui. 
equal to the eaterprife of reftoring a religion^ ^j^/** 

?6 The reftoration of the Pagan worihip it defcribed by Julian 
(Mifepogon^ pw 346. )f Lihaahii (Orat. Parent, c. 60. p. 1S6, iSy. 
and Orat. Confular. ad Julian* p. 14 5, 146. edit. Morel. )9 Am* 
miaBnt (xxiu ja.}, and Gregory Naiianaen (Orat. it. p. lai.), 
Tbcfir wvitera agree in the eflemial, and even minute^ fa At j but the 
iMiUBt lighla in which ihey view the cstMme devotion o^ Jolian, 
are exprcffive of the gndntiont of ielf-appkufey [^dCMMte admintioa^ 
fluid reproof, and partial invedive. 
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CHAP, which was deftitute of theological principles, of 
moral precepts, and of ecclefiaftical difi^ipline; 
which rapidly haftened to decay and diflblutions 
and was not fufceptible of any folid or confident 
reformation* The jurifdidion of the fupreme 
pontiff, more efpecially after that office had been 
united with the Imperial dignity, comprehended 
the whole extent of the Roman empire. Julian 
named for his vicars, in the fereral provinces, 
the priefts and phtlofophers, whom he efteemed 
the bed qualified to co-operate in the execution 
of his great defign^ and his pafloral letters '% 
if we may ufe that name, flill reprefent a very 
curious iketch of his wifhes and intentions. He 
(fireds, that in every city the facerdotal order 
ihould be compofed, without any diftinfUon of 
birth or fortune, of thofe perfons who were the 
moft confpicuous for their lov? of the gods, and 
of men. ^* If they are guilty," continues he, 
^* of any fcandalous offence, they (hould be cen- 
^* fured or degraded by the fuperior pontiff; 
^^ but, as long as they retain their rank, they 
«« are entitled to the refpeffc of the magiftratei 
^^ and people. Their humility may be ihewn in 
*^ the plainnefs of their domeftic garb; their 
'^ dignity, in the pomp of holy veftments* When 
^^ they are fummoned in their turn to officiate 
** before' the altar, they oyght not> durii^ the 

17 See Julian. EpiftoK xlix. Ixik Ixiii. and a long ind cvrio^t frag- 
isent, without beginning or en4 (p. ftSS— 305.)* Tlie fupreipe poo. 
tiff deridoft the Mofaic hiftory and the Chriftian difcipline, prefera tba 
Greek poets to the Hebrew propbetSj and palliates, with the ftill ^f a 
JfTuit, the rfMvf wor&ip of images* 

^ appointed 
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" appointed number of days, to depart from the ^ xxui**' 

" precinds of the temple ; nor fhould a finglc 

" day be fuflFered to elapfe, without the prayers 

<^ and the facrifice, which they are obliged to 

« offer for the profperity of the ftatc, and of in- 

" dividuals* The exercife of their facred func- 

** tions requires an immaculate purity, both of 

^ mind and body ; and even when they are dif-- 

« miffed from the temple to the occupations of 

^ common life, it is incumbent on them to 

*' excel in decency and virtue the reft of their 

" fellow-citizens. The prieft of the gods (hould 

" never be feen in theatres or taverns. His 

'* converfation (hould be chaflc, his diet tem- 

^ perate, his friends of honourable reputation; 

" and, if he fometimes vifits the Forum or the 

'^ Palace, he fliould appear only as the advocate 

^ of thofe who have vainly folicited either juftice 

*' or inercy. His ftu(Ues fliould be fuited to the 

" fandity of his prdfeffion. • Licentious tales, 

^ or comedies, or * fatires, muft * be baniflied 

*f from his library ; which ought folely to confift 

^ of hiftorical tod ptiilofophical writings; of 

^ hiftory which is founded in truth, and of phi- 

** lofophy which is connefted with religion. 

^ The ifl(k{noQS opmion$ of the Epicureans and 

^ Sceptics deferve his abhorrence and ccm- 

" tempt**} but he fhouM diligently ftudy the 

^ The esuhatton of Julian (p. jot.), that thefe impious fefts^ 
andeTea their writings^ are extingiii(hed, may he con fiftent enough 
whb ^ iacerdotal charafter: but it is uaworthy of a philofopber 
Id wHh thai any opinions aad arguments the moft repugnant to his 
•wn ihoold be concealed from the knowledge of mankind. 

I " fyftems 
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CHAP. « fyftems of Pythagoras, of Plato, and of the 
^^ Stoics, which unanimoufly teach that there 
•^ are gods j that the world is governed by their 
*' providence; that their goodnefs is the iburce 
^ of every temporal bleffing ; and that they have 
^ prepared for the human foul a future ftate of 
« reward or puniflmient/^ The Imperial pontiff 
inculcates, in the moil perfuafive language, the 
duties of benevolence and hofpitality; exhorts 
his mferior clergy to recommend the univerfal 
pra&ice of thofe virtues; pfomifes to s^ft their 
indigence from the public treafury ; and declares 
his refolution of eftabliihing hoTpitals in every 
city, where the poor fliould be received without 
sny invidious difl;in£lion of country or of reli- 
gion.. Julian beheld with envy the wife and hu- 
mane regulations of the church ; and he very 
frankly confeiTes his intention to deprive the 
Chriftians of the applaufe, as well as advantage^ 
which they had acquired by the exclufive practice 
of charity and beneficence'*. The fame fpirit 
of imitation might difpofe the emperor to adopt 
feveral ecclefialUcal inftitutions, the ufe and im- 
portance of which were approved by the fuccefs 
of his enemies. But if thefe imaginary plans of 
reformation had been realized, the forced and 
imperfed copy would have been iefs beneficial 

19 Yet be infmuates, that the Cbriftians» under the pretence of 
charity, inveigled children from their religion and parents, eon- 
Teyed them on ihipboard, and devoted thofe viAims to a life of 
poverty or fervitude in a remote country (p. 305.)- Had the charge 
been proved* it was his duty, not to complain^ but to puoifli* 

to 
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to Pagaiufm, than honoorable to Chriftttnity^* chap. 
The Gentiles, who peaceably followed the coC- y^^,/-^m^ 
toms of their anceftors, were rather furprifed 
than pleafed iriih the mtrodudion of foreign 
manners ; and^ in the ihort period of his reign, 
Julian had frequent occaiions to complain of the 
want of fervour of his own party *'• 

The enthu0afin of Julian prompted him to TbepiMW- 
embrace the friends oJF Jupiter as his perfonal ^ 
friends and brethren; and though he partially 
overlooked the merit of Chriftian conflancy, he 
admired and rewarded the noble perfeverance of 
thofe Gentiles who had preferred the favour of 
the gods to that of the emperor *\ If they cul- 
rivated the liceratttre, as well as the religion, of 
the Greeks, they acquired an additional claim to 
the friendOiip of Julian, who ranked the Mufes 
in the number of his tutelar deities. In the re* 
ligioo which he had adopted, piety and learning 
were almoft fynonimous ** ; and a crowd of poets, 

40 Gregory Nazianzeo is facetious, ingenious, and argumentju> 
five (Orar. iii. p. loi, 101, &c.). He ridicules the folly of fuch 
vain imitation ; and aroufes bimfeif with inquiring, what le/Tons, 
moral or tbeological, could be extra€led from the Grecian fables* 

4> He accufes one of his pontiffs of a fecret confederacy with the 
Cbriflian Viftiops and prtfbyters (Epift. Ixii.). Op4n» w «toXX)j> p> 
c?U7»p«y «tnrv npi vfoi t»( Quk ; and again, yi^Mi it yr» getdufw^f &c* 
Epitf. Iziii- 

4* He praifes the fidelity of Callixcne, prieftefs of Ceres, who had 
been twice as conftant as Penelope, and rewards her with the prieft. 
bood of the Phrygian goddefs at Peifinus (Julian. Epift. xxi.}. He 
applauds the firmoefa of Sopater of Hierapolis, who had been repeat- 
edly prefled by Conftantius and Gallus to apoftatiau (Epift, xxv'iu 

p. 401.)- * 

41 O if Mp^w aiOi^ \oyni tc km Gfw ufct. Orat. Parent, c. 77* 
p. 30a. The fame fentiment is frequently iacukatcd by Julian* 
Lifaaniiit^ and the reft of their party, 
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CHAP, of rhetoricians, and of philofophers, haftened to 
the Imperial court, to occupy the vacant places 
of the bifliops, who had feduced the creduUty 
of Conftantius. His fucceflbr efteemed the ties 
of common initiation as far ' more facred than 
thofe of confanguinity: he chofe his favourites 
among the fages, who were deeply fkilled in the 
occult fciences of magic and divination; and 
every impoftor, who pretended to reveal the fe- 
crets of futurity, was aflured of enjoying the 
prefent hour in honour and affluence ^\ Among 
the philofophers, Maximus obtained the moft 
eminent rank in the friendfliip of his royal dif* 
ciple, who communicated, with unreferved con- 
fidence, his actions, his fentiments, and his re- 
ligious deiigns, during the anxious fuFpenfe of 
the civil war^'. As foon as Julian had taken 
pofTeilion of the palace of Conftantinople, he diC- 
patched an honourable and prefCng invitation to 
Mazimus ; who then refided at Sardes in Lydia, 
with Chryfanthius, the affociate of his art and 
fhidies. The prudent and fuperftitious Chry- 
fanthius refufed to undertake a journey which 
(hewed itfeif, according to the rules of divina- 
tion, with the moft threatening and malignant 
afpedl: but his companion, whofe fanaticifm 
was of a bolder caft, perfifted in his interroga- 
tions, till he had extorted from the gods a feem* 

44 The curiofity and credulity of the empefor, wIiq trted cveiy 
mode of divination, are fairly expofed by Ammianvit xxii. sa. 

4f Julian. Epift. xxxviii. Three other epi(lle« (xv^ xvi. xxxix.) 
hi the fame ftyle of friendfhip and coniidencr> art addr^fTtd to the 
pbilofoplter Maxim us. 

ing 
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mg confent to hi$ oven ivifhes, and thofe of tbe c n a p* 
emperor. The journey of Maximus through the j !?'^ - 
cities of Ada difplayed the triumph of philo- 
fophic vanity; and the magiftrates vied with 
each other in the honourable reception whidi 
they prepared for the friend of their {averogn. 
Julian was pronouncing an oration before the 
fenate, when he was informed of the arrival of 
Maximus. The emperor immediately inters 
rupted his difcourfe, advanced to meet him, and, 
after a tender embrace, conduced him by the 
hand into the midft of the aflembly; where he 
publicly acknowledged the benefits which he had 
derived from the indruclions of the philofopher. 
Maximus^, who foon acquired the confidence, 
and. influenced . the councils, of Julian, was in- 
fenfibly corrupted by the temptations of a court. 
His drefs became more fplendid, his demeanour 
more lofty, and he was expofed, under a fuc- 
ceeding reign, to a difgraceful inquiry into the 
means by which the difciple of Plato had accu- 
mulated, in the fhort duration of his favour, a 
very fcandaious proportion of wealth* Of the 
other philofophers and fophifts, who were invited 
to the Imperial refidence by the choice of Julian, 
or by the fuccds of Maximus, few were able to 

4^ Eunapius (In Maximo^ p. 77, 7S» 79t >^nd in Cbryfantbioy 
p. 147, 148.) has minutely related thefe anecdotes^ which he con- 
ceives to be tbe moft important events of tbe age. Yet he fairly 
CMiftlTes the fratlty of Maxtmus. His reception at Conftantinople 
it Jelcribcd by Libanius (Qrtt. Parent* c. 86. p. 301.) and Ammi- 
anus (xxii, j*). 

prelerve 
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c H A p« prelerve their mnoceacey or their reputatbn ^^ 
%m0^y^ The liberal gifts of money, lands, and fabufes, 
weK infuffident to fatiate thdr rapacious ava« 
rice ; and the ind^;nation of the people was juftly 
exdted by the remembrance of their abjed: po- 
verty and difinterefted profeffions. The pene- 
tration of Julian could not always be deceived: 
but he was unwilling to defpife the charaders of 
diofis men whofe talents deferved his efteem ; he 
defired to efcape the double reproach of impru- 
dence and inconftancy ; and he was apprefaex^ve 
of degrading, in the eyes of the pro£ue, the 
honour of letters and of religion ^'. 
Conver. The favour of Julian was almoft equally di- 
**^'"* vided between the Pagans, who had firmly ad- 
hered to the worfhip of their anceftcvs, and the 
Chriftians, who prudently embraced tlie religion 
of their fovereign. The acquifition of new pro- 
felytes ^ gratified the ruling paiEons of his foul, 

47 Chryfanthiui* who had refufed to quit Lydia^ was created high- 
prieft of the province. His cautious and temperate ufe of power 
lecurH him after the revolutton ; and be lived in peaces while Maxi<^ 
mus, Prifcus, &c. were perfecoeed by the Chriftian miniftera. See 
tlie adventures of thofe fanatic fophifts» coUe£ked by Brocker, torn* ii. 
p. aSt— X93« 

4* SeeLibanius (Orat. Parent, c* lofi lot. p* 3t4» 315, jaS.) 
and Eunapius ( Vit. Sophift. in ProsBrefiOi p. ia6.}« Some ftudcnts, 
whofe expe£lations perhaps were groundlefs, or extravagant, retired in 
difguft (Greg. Naz. Orat. iv. p. lao.). It is (Grange that we fliould 
not be- able to contradift the title of one of Tilleniont*s chaptera 
(Hift. dcs Empereurs, torn. iv« p. 960.)* *' La Cour de Julien eft 
** pleine de philofophes et de gens perdus." 

49 Under the reign of Lewis XIV. his fubjeds of every rank 
•fpired to the glorious title of CkMvertiJeMr, expreflive of their zeal and 
fuccefs in making profelytes. The word and the idea are growing 
•broleic in France j may they never be introduced into England ! 

fuper- 
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fapeffiitibn and vanity ; and he was heard to c h a p. 
do:Iare with the enthufiafm of a miffionary, 
that if he could render each indrvidual richer 
than ISidas, and every city greater than Babylon, 
he fliould not efteem himfelf the benefaAor of 
mankind, unle&, at the fame time, he conld 
reclaim his fubjedts from* their impkms rerok 
againft the immortal gods^. A prince, who 
had ftudied human nature, and who poflefled the 
treafures of the Roman empire, could adapt his 
arguments, his promifes, and his rewards, to 
every order of Chriftians *' ; and the merit of a 
feafonabie converfion was allowed to fupply the 
defe£b of a candidate, or even to expiate the 
guilt of a criminal. As the army is the moll 
forcible engine of abfolute power, Julian applied 
lumfelf, with peculiar diligence, to corrupt tht 
religion of his troops, without whofe hearty 
concurrence every meafure muft be dangerous 
and unfuccefsful ; and the natural temper of fo^ 
diers made this conqueft as eafy as it was im- 
portant. The legions of Gaul devoted them- 
fidves to the faith, as well as to the fortunes, of 
their viAorious leader; and even before the 
death of Conftantius, he had the fatisfadion of 
announcing ' to his friends, that they aflifted with> 

so See the ftrong expreiSont of Libamutf which were probably 
tWe of Julian hiinfelf (Orat. Parent, c. 59. p. aSs.)- 

51 When Gregory Nazianxcn (Orat. x. p. 167.) is deiirouy f 
magnify the ChrilUan firmnefs of his brother Csfarius^ phyfician to 
the Imperial courts he owns that Caefarius difputed with a formid« 
able adrcrfary» tro^y ly ovAok, wl fxivyet9 cy T^oyta iurvmn. In his \n^ 
Teaives he fcarcely aliowa any (hare of wit or courage to tho 
apoftatt, 

fervent 
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CHAP, fervent devotion, and voracious appetite, at the 
^^"'' (acrifices, which were repeatedly offered in his 
camp, of whole hecatombs of fat oxen^*. The 
armies of the £aft, which had been trained un- 
der the ftandard of the crofs, and of Conllantius^ 
required a more artful and ezpenfive mode of 
perfuafion. On the days of folemn and public 
feftivals, the emperor received the homage, and 
rewarded the merit, of the troops. His throne 
of ftate was encircled with the military enfigns 
of Rome and the republic ; the holy name of 
Chrld was erazed from the Labarum; and the 
fymbols of war, of majefty, and of pagan fuper« 
Aition, were fo dextrouily blended, that the 
faithful fubjeck incurred the guilt of idolatry, 
when he refpedlfully faluted the perfon or image 
of his fovereign. The foldiers paffed fucceilively 
in review ; and each of them, before he received 
from the hand of Julian a liberal donative, pro« 
portioned to his rank and fervices, was required 
to caft a few grains of incenfe into the flame 
which burnt upon the altar. Some Chriftian 
confeffors might refill, and others might repent ; 
but the far greater number, allured by the pro« 
fpe£t of gold, and awed by the prefence of the 
emperor, contracted the criminal engagement; 

5» Julian. Epift. xxxviii. Ammianus, xxii. 12. Atteo ut in 
dies psene fingulot milites carnis diftentiore iagina viHitantes incol* 
rius« potufque aviditate correpti) huinerit impoHti tranfeuntium per 
plateasy ex publicis vdibut • . . • ad fua liiverforia portarentur. 
Tbe dcYout prince and the indignant hiftorian defcribe the fame 
Iccfiei and in Illyricum or Antioch^ fiinilar caufes mud hate pro- 
duced iliBiiar eflPe^s. 

and 
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and their future perfeverance in the worlhip of ^ " ^ ''^ 
the gods was enforced by every confideration of >^-^,.^ 
duty and of intereflr. By the frequent repetition 
of thefe arts, and at the expence of fums which 
would have purchafed the fervice of half the 
nations of Scythia, Julian gradually acquired for 
his troops the imaginary protection of the gods, 
and /or hioifelf the firm and effe&ual fupport of 
the Roman legions". It is indeed more than 
probable^ that the reftoration and encouragement 
of Paganifm revealed a multitude of pretended 
Chriftians, who, from motives of temporal ad van* 
tage, had acquiefced in the religion of the former 
reign; and who afterwards returned, with the 
fame flexibility of confcience, to the faith which 
was profeffed by the fuccefTors of Julian. 

While the devout monarch incelTantly laboured The Jewd 
to reftore and propagate the religion of his an- 
ceftors, he embraced the extraordinary defign of 
rebuilding the temple of Jerufalem. In a pub- 
lic epiftle '* to the nation or community of the 
Jews, difperfed through the provinces, he pities 
their misfortunes, condemns their oppreiTors, 
praifes their conftancy, declares himfelf their 

ii Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 74. 75* 83— 86.) and Libanius (Oral. 
Parent, c. Ixxxi, Ixxxii. p. 307, 308.) ^ej-* ravTw tr;» enr-Mt, m 
Ofw/uu fi'^«Te»JW«lAa?(7^«i /Aiyay. TUe fophilt owns and jullifiet the 
expence of tbcfc miliiary conveiTtons, ' 

54 Julianas epiftle (xxvj it addrcfTca to the community of the 
Jewi. AlUut (Venct. 1499.) ^*** branded it with an u yimcrtog ; but 
ibit ftigiaa ia jullly removed by ihc fubfequeiu editor*, i'ciaviut 
and Spanbeim*. The epilile it mentioned by Soaomen (1. v. c. ia.)» 
and the purport of it is confirmed I y Gregory (Orat. if . p. xii.)» 
and by Julian kimfcUi Fragment, p. 295* 

Vol. IV. H gracious 
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CHAP, gracious protedoy, and expreffes a pious bopei 
^*"'' that aftet his return from the Perfian war, he 
may be permitted to pay his grateful vows to 
the Almighty in his holy city of Jerufalem. 
The blind fuperflition, and abjefl: flavery, of 
thofc unfottunate eiiles, muft excite the con- 
tempt of a philofophic emperor ; but they de- 
ferred the friendfhip of Julian, by their impla- 
table hatfed of the Chriftian name. The barren 
fyiiagogue abhorred and envied the fecundity of 
the rebellious church: the power of the Jews 
teas not equal to their malice ; but their graved 
rabbis approved the private murder of an apo- 
ftate " J and their feditious clamours had often 
Siwakened the indolence of the pagan magidrates. 
Under the reign of Conftantine, the Jews be- 
came the fubjcfts of their revolted children, nor 
ivas it long before they experienced the bitternefs 
cf domeftic tyranny. The civil immunities 
which had been granted, or confirmed, by Se- 
verus, were gradually repealed by the Chriftian 
princes ; and a rafh tumult excited by the Jews 
t)f Paleftine**, feemed to juftify the lucrative 
modes of oppreflion, which were invented by the 

SS The Mifnah denounced death again ft there who abandoned the 
foundarion. The judgment oi zeal is explained by Marfliam (Ca- 
roo. Chron. p» 161, 16a. edit. fol. London, 1672.) and B.ifnage 
(Ilift. de's Juif's, torn. viii. p. tao.). Conftantine niude a law to 
prote^Sl Chriftian converts from Judaifm. Cod. Theod* 1. x?i. 
lit. viii. kg. 1. Godefroy, torn. vi. p. 21J. 

5^» Et inrcrea (during the civil war of Ma^nentius) Judacoruai 
fediiio, qni Patricinm nefaric in regni fprcicm (uftulerunt, opprcffj. 
Anrcliiis Viaor, in Conft:inno, c. xlii. Sec Tillcinont, Hitt. dcs 
En^pereufSj torn, iv* p, 379, in^to* 
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ibi/bops and eunuchs of the court of Conftantlus, c ir a p. 



The Jewifli- patriarch, who was ftlll permitted 
to exercife a precarious jurifdiclion, held his refu 
dence at Tiberias " j and the neighbouring cities of 
Paleftme were filled with the remains of a people, 
who fondly adhered to the promifed land. But 
the edift of Hadrian was renewed and enforced ; 
and they viewed from afar the walls of the holy 
city, which were profaned in their eyes by the 
triumph of the crofs, and the devotion 'of the 
Chriftians". 

In the mldft of a rocky and barren country, jerufidemi 
the walls of Jerufalem *' inclofed tlie two moun- 
tains of Sion and Acra, within an oval figure of 
about three Englifli miles *^ Towards the foiith, 
the upper town, and the fortrefs of David, were 
erefted on the lofty afcent of Mount Sion t on 
the north fide, the buildings of the lower town 
* covered the fpacious fummit of Mount Acra; 
and a part of the hill, diftinguiflied by the name 
of Moriah, and levelled by human induftry, 

wascrowned'with the (lately temple of the Jewilh 

• 

57 The city and fynagogue of Tiberias arc curitfufly defcribed bjr 
Reland. Paledin. turn. ii. p. 1036 — 1041. 

5< B.ifnage hat fully illuftrated the ftaie of the Jews under Con* 
fiamineand hisfucccflbrs (torn. viii. €• iv« p. iii-^-ij;). 

I9 Reland (Palcflin. t.i* p. 309. 390. 1. iii. p. S38.) dercribes» 
with learning and perfpicuity, Jerufalem* and the face of the adjacent 
country, 

^ 1 have confttlted a rare and curious treatife of M. d'Anvitle 
(far Tancienne Jerufalem, Paris, 174.7, p. 75*)* The circumference 
of the ancient city (Eufeb. Prcparat. Evangel. I. ix. c. 36.} was, 
twenty- ieven ftadia, or 1550 fw/rf. A plan, taken on the fpof, 
afligns no more than 19S0 for* ihe modern town. The circuit it 
defined by natural landmarks, which cannot be miilaktn, or re* 

H 2 nation. 
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nation. After the final deftrudion of the temple^ 
by the arms of Titus and Hadrian, a plough^ 
fliare wa3 drawn over the confecrated ground, 
as a iign of perpetual interdidlion. Sion was 
deferted ; and the vacant fpace of the lower city 
was filled with the public and private edifices 
of the Julian colony, which fpread themfelves 
over the adjacent hill of Calvary^ The holy 
places were polluted with monuments of idolatry ; 
and, either from defign or accident, a chapel 
was dedicated to Venus, on the fpot which had 
been fandified by the death and refiirredion of 
Chrift ^^ Almofl: three hundred years after thofe 
flupendous events, the profane chapel of Venus 
was demoliihed by the order of Conftantine ; and 
the removal of the earth and (tones revealed the 
holy fepulchre to the eyes of mankind. A mag» 
nificent church was erefted on that myftic ground, 
by the firft Chriftian emperor ; and the effeds of 
his pious munificence were Extended to every fpot 
which had been confecrated by the footfteps of pa* 
, triarchs, of prophets, afid of the Son of God •*. 

Pilgrim- '^h^ paflionate defire ,of contemplating the 
»S«* original monuments of the redemption, attrafted 

to Jerufalem a fucceffive crowd of pilgrims, from 
the ihores of the Atlantic ocean, and the mod 

*• Sec two curioas paflages in Jcrom (torn, i* p. loi. torn, vu 
p. ai5*)» and the ample details of Tillemont (Hid. des £iiipereur9^ 
iom* i, p. 369. torn. ii. p. 489. ft94, 4to edition). 

*« Eufcbius, in Vit. Conltantin. 1. iii. c. 25—47. 51— 53* Th© 
emperor lilcewire built churches at Bethlcm, the Mount of Olives, 
and the oak oi Marabre. The holy fepulchre is dcfcribed by Sandys 
(Travels, p. 125— 133. )» and curioufly delineated by Lc B-uya 
(Voyage au Levant, p. iSJ^-a^fi.). 
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A'ftant countries of the Eafl**; and their piety ^xxui*** 
was authorifed by the example of the emprefs 
Helena, who appears to have united the credu# 
lity of age with the warm feelings of a recent 
convcrfion. Sages and heroes, who have vifited 
the memorable fcenes of ancient wifdom or glory, 
have confeffed the infpiration of the genius of 
the place *' ; and the Chriftian, who knelt before 
the holy fepulchre, afcribed his lively faith, and 
his fervent devotion, to the more immediate in- 
fluence of the Divine fpirit. The zeal, perhapa 
the avarice, of the clergy at Jerufalem, cheriflied 
and multiplied thefe beneficial vifits. They 
fixed, by unqueftionable tradition, the fccne of 
each memorable event. They exhibited the 
inftruments which had been ufed in the paiGon 
of Chrift ; the nails and the lance that had 
pierced his hands, his feet, and his fide; the 
crown of thorns that was planted on his head ; 
the pillar at which he was fcourged ; and, above 
all, they (hewed the crofs ou which he fuffered, 
and whi^h was dug out of the earth in the reign 
of tbofe princes, who inferted the fymbol of 
Chriftianity in the banners of the Roman le- 
gions**. Such miracles, as feemed neceflary to 

account 

*» The itinerary from Bourlettix to Jerufalem, was compofed in 
the year 333, for the ufe of pilgrims \ am<»rj^ whom Jerom (torn* u 
p. 126.) mentions the Britons aiiH the Imlinns. The rauic:t.of this 
fuperttitious fafhion are (iifculTed in the learoeil and judicious preface 
of Weflcling (Iiinerar. p. 537— 545.)« 

63 Cicero (de Finibus, v. i.) has beautifully exprefled the commoa 
fei^fe of mankind. 

^ Baroniut (Anna!. Ecclcf. A. D, 316. N«4a— 50.) and Til- 
l^qoiK (Mem. Ecclcf. tom. vii. p. S^i6.) are the biftorians and 

H 3 Cham* 
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cjf A p. account for its extraordinary prefervation, and 
feafonable difcovery, were gradually propagated 
without oppofition. The cuftody of the true 
crofsf which on Eafter Sunday wa3 folemnly ex- 
pofed to the people, was entrufted to the bi(hop 
of Jjsrufalem ; and he alone might gratify the 
curious devotion of the pilgrims, by the gift of 
fmall pieces, which they enchafed in gold or 
gems, and carried away in triumph to their re- 
^eftive countries. But as this gainful branch of 
commerce xnuft foon have been annihilated, it was 
found convenient to fuppofe, that the marvel- 
lous wood poffefled a fecret power of vegetation i 
and that its fubflance, though continually dimi- 
xiiihed, ftill remained entire and unimpaired ^'« 
It might perhaps have been expefted, that the 
influence of the place, and the belief of a per- 
petual miracle, fhould have produced fome falu- 
tary efiefts on the morals, as well as on the 
faith of, the people. Yet the mod refpe^able 
of the ecclefiaftical writers have been obliged to 
cbnfefs, not pnly that the ftreets of Jerufalem 

chscmpions of the miraculous iimentm of the croft» under the reign 
of, Conftantine. Their oldeft witnefles are Pau]iiiu$» Suipiciut Se- 
verus, RuBnus, A^mbrofe, and perhaps Cyril of Jerufalem. The 
filence.of Eufebius, and the Bourdeaux pilgrim, which fatisfies thoAs 
vfbo think, perplexes thofe who believe. See Jortin's feniibJe re- 
onaiks, vol. ii. p. 238—148. 

^i This muUiplication is aflTened by Paulinus (epift. xxxvii. See 
IPiipiiiy Biblioiy. fi)ccief. torn. iii. p. 149.) • who Teems to have im- 
proved a iJiet%ricaI flourlfli of Cyril into a real fad. The fame fa- 
l^cmatural privilege mult have been communicated to the Virgin*s 
tnilk (Erafmi Opera, torn. i. p. 778. Lugd. Batav. 1703. in Col- . 
loq. xie Peregrinat. Religionis ergo), faints heads, &c. and other re« 
lics^ which were repeated in fo many different churches. 

were 
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were filled mth the inceflant tumult of bufiaefs ^^^fiJ^ 
and pleafure**, but that every fpecies of vice, >^-^'^^^ 
adultery, theft, idolatry, poifoning, murder, was 
familiar to the inhabitants of the holy city^^ 
The wealth and pre-eminence of the church of 
Jerufalem excited the ambition of Arian, as well 
as ortbodo3(, candidates j and the virtues of Cy«» 
ril^ who, fince his death, has been honoured \?ith 
the title of Saint, were difplayed in the exercife) 
rather than in the acquifition, of his epifcopal 
dignity **. 

The vain and ambitious mind of Julian might jaiian at, 
afpire to reftore the ancient glory of the temple ^^JJJ^^h 
of Jerufalem ^^ As the Chriftians were firmly uopie. 
perfuaded that a fentence of everlafting deftruc* 
tion had been pronounced againft the whole fabric 
of this Moiaic law, the Imperial fophift would 

•ft Jerom (torn, i* p. xpj.)* ^^^ refided in the neighbouriog vil- 
lage of fiethlem, dercribet the vicet of JcrufaJeip from bis perfona} 
experience. 

67 Gregor. Ny^(^n» ^puJ Wefleliog* p. 539. The whole epiftle» 
which condemns either the ^^e or the abufe of religious pilgrimage^ 
is painful to the Catholic divines^ while it is dear and familiar to our 
Proteftant polemics. 

ft* He renounced his orthodox ordination, officiated as a deacon^ 
and was re-ordained by the hands of the Arians* . But Cyril after, 
wards changed with the times, and prudently conformed to the 
Nicene faith. Tilleroont (Mem. Eccief. torn. viii.)» who treats his 
memory with tender nefs and refpeA, has thrown his virtues into 
the text, and his faults into the notes» in decent obfcurity, st the en<{ 
of the voiamc 

ft9 Imperii fui memoriara i^agnkudine opcrum geftiens propa- 
gare* Ammian. xxiii. x. The temple of Jerufalem bad been 
famous even among the Gentiles. 7*^ had many temples in each 
city (at Sichem five, at Gaza eight, at Rome four hundred and 
twenty-four) ^ but the wealth and religion of the Jewifti nation wa% 
^tered \n one fpot« - ^ 
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^ " A ^* have converted the fticcefs of his undertaUng 
into a fpecious argument againft the faith of 
prophecy, and the truth of revelation ***. He 
was difpleafed with the fpiritual worfliip of the 
fynagogue ; but he approved the inftitutions of 
Mofes, who had not difdained to adopt many of 
the rites and ceremonies of Egypt ". The local 
and national deity of the Jews was fmcerely 
adored by a polytheift, who defired only to mul- 
tiply the number of the gods *• ; and fuch was 
*the appetite of Julian for bloody facttfice, that 
. his emulation might be excited by the piety of 
Solomon, who had offered, at the feaft of the 
dedication, twenty-two thoufand oxen, and one 
hundred and twenty thoufand (heep". Thefc 
coniiderations might influence his defigns; but 
the profpe^t of an immediate and important ad- 

7« The ffcrct intcntJons of Julian are revealed by the fate biffiop 
of Glouceftcr, the learned and dogmatic Warhnrton $ who, with the 
authority of a theologian* prefcrihes the motive) and condufl of the 
Supreme Being. The dicourfe intitlcd JuHan (sd edition, London^ 
1751), is ftrongly maiked with all the peculiarities which are imputeit 
to the Warbunonian fchool. 

71 I (belter inyfelf bt-hind Maimonides, Mirfham, Spencer» Le 
Clere, Warburton, &c. who have fnirly derided the fears, the folly, 
and the falfehood of fome fuperftitious divines. See Divine Legation, 
vol. iv. p. 25, &c. 

7* Julian (Fragment, p. 19 5.) i-efpefl fully ftyles him (jlv/x; Oia;, 
and mentions him elfewbcre (epilt. Ixiii.) with ftill higher reverence. 
He doubly condemna the Chrifiians: for bclitving, and for renoun- 
cing the religion of the Jews. Their Deity was a rrM, bxit not tb« 
#if.jr, God. A pud Cyril. L ix. p. 305, 306. 

71 1 Kings, viii. 63. % Chrwnclej^ vii, 5. Jofeph. Antiquftat. 
Judaic. 1. viii. c. 4. p. 43f* «dit. Havefcamp. As the blood and 
fmoke of fo many hecatombs might be inconvenient, LtghtfooC, th^ 
Chrifli.in rabbi, removes therp by a miracle. Le CleiC (ad loca) IS 
)>oId enough to fufpeft the fidelity of thcnumbei^. 

vantage, 
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rzntzgty would not fufFer the impatient monarch ^^(^, ^" 
to exped the remote and uncertain event of the 
Perfian war. He refolved to ereft, without delay, 
on the commanding eminence of Moriah, a 
ftately temple, which might eclipfe the fplendor 
of the church of the Refurreflion on the adja- 
cent hill of Calvary ; to eftablilh an order of 
priefts, whofe interefted zeal would deteft the 
arts, and refift the ambition, of their Chriftian 
rivals ; and to invite a numerous colony of Jews, 
whofe ftcm fanaticifm would be always prepared 
to fecond, and even to anticipate, the hoftile 
meafures of the pagan government. Among the 
friends of the emperor (if the names of emperor 
and of friend are not incompatible) the firft 
place was ailigned, by Julian himfelf, to the vir- 
tuous and learned Alypius'*. The humanity of 
Alypius was tempered by fevere juftice, and 
manly fortitude ; and while he exercifed his abi- 
lities in the civil adminiftration of Britain, be 
imitated, in his poetical compofuions, the har- 
mony and foftnefs of the odes of Sappho, This 
minifter, to whom Julian communicated, with- 
out referve, his moft carelefs levities, and bis 
moft ferious counfels, received an extraordinary 
commiflion to redore, in its prifline beauty, the 
temple of Jerufalem; and the diligence of Alyj. 
pius required and obtained the ftrenuous fuppoU^ 
of the governor ofPaleftine* At the callof^heir 
great deliverer, the Jews, from all the provinces 
Qf the empire, affembled on the holy mountain 

74 Julian, cpi(t. xxix, xxx. La Bjcterie bat neglefled to tianilate 
tKe fecond of thtfc epiilles* 
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^ « A P- of their Others; and their infolent triumpti 
Sf,^-^-^ alarmed and exafperated the Chriftian inhabitants 
of Jerufalem. The deiire of rebuilding the tern* 
pie has, in every age, been the ruling paffion of 
the children of IfraeK In this propitious moment 
the men forgot their avarice, and the wotnen 
their delicacy ; fpades and pickaxes of filver were 
provided by the vanity of the rich, and the rubr 
bi(h was tranfported in mantles of filk and purple. 
Every purfe was opened in liberal contributions, 
every hand claimed a fliare in the pious labour ; 
and the commands of a great monarch werq 
' executed by the enthufiafm of a whole people ''• 
The en- Yet, on this occafion, the joint efforts of 

defeated s power and enthufiafm were unfuccefsful ; and 
the ground of the Jewifh temple, which is now 
covered by a Mahometan mofque'*, ftill con- 
tinued "to exhibit the fame editying fpeftacle of 
ruin and defolation* Perhaps the abfence and 
death of the einperor, and the new maxims of a 
Chriftian reign, might explain the interruption 
of an arduous work, which was attempted only 
in the lad fix months of the life of Julian ^% 

75 See the seal and impatience of the Jews in Gregory Kazianzen 
(Orat. iv. p. iii.) and Theodoiet (1. iii. c. lo.). 

76 Built by Oinary the fecond Khalif» who died A* D. 644* 
This great nioique covert the whole confecrated grpund of th« 
Jewidi temple, and conftiiutes almoft a fqiiare of 760/er/ri, or one 
Roman mile in circumference. See d*Anville Jerufalem, p. 45. 

77 Ammianut records the confuls of the year 363, before be pro* 
ceeds to mention the thoughts of Julian. Templum • • . inftaurar^ 
iumptibus etgitahat immodicis. Warburton has a fecret wilh to an* 
titipate the defign ; but he niuft have ninderftood, from former ex* 
«mp!es, that the execution of fuch a work would haye demanded 
many yeart. . 
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3at the Chridians entertained a natural and ic h a p. 
pious expe£lation, that^ in this memorable con- ^^i^^-^ 
ted, the honour of religion would be vindicated 
by fome fignal miracle. An earthquake, a whirlt 
wind, and a fiery eruption, which overturned 
and fcattered the new foundations of the temple, 
are attefted, with fome variations, by contem- 
porary and refpeftable evidence". This public 
event is defcribed by Ambrofe '% bifliop of Mi- 
lan, in an epidle to the emperor Theodofius^ 
which muft provoke the fevere animadverfion of 
the Jews} by the eloquent Chryfoftom*% whq 
might appeal to the memory of the elder part of 
bis congregation at Antioch ; and by Gregory 
Nazianzen", who publiflied his account of the pHiafitiif 
miracle before the expiration of the fame year, ^f^'^^jlf' 
The laft of thefe writers has boldly declared, event, ' 
that this prseternatural event was not difputed by 
the infidels } and his aifertion, firange as it may 

7« The fubftrquent witnefles, Socratei, Sozomeiiy Theodoret, 
Pfailoilorgius, &c. add contradiAieni, rather than authority. 
Compare the obicftions of Bafnage (Hift. det Juifs, torn, vtii* 
p. 157—162.} with Warburton*s anfwers (Julian, p. 174— S5S.)« 
The bifliop has ingenioufiy explained the miraculous crolTes which ' 
appeared on the garments of the fpe^ators by a fiiniiar inftance, and 
the natural tffe^ls of lightning. 

79 Ambrof* torn. ii. cpift. xl. p. 94.6* edit. Benedi£iin. He com- 
pofed this fanatie epiflle (A. D. 3SS.} to jullify a bifliop, who bad 
been condemned by the civil magillrate for burning a fynagoguc. 

*^ Chryfottom, torn. i« p. 580. adverf. Judzos et Gentes, torn. if. 
p. 574. «Je Sio Kabyia, edit* Monifaucon. I have followed th« 
common and natural fuppofition; but the learned Benedict ine, who 
dates the compofition of ihefe ferm'ons in' the year 313, it confident 
they were never pronounced from the pulpit. 

•« Greg. Nazianxen, Orat. W, p. sio— 113. To h yt rt^Swrtn 
U9I davfus, KM hik TMf oOeoK cwrwi csTirov/Atvov Xc{w cpx^/^^* 

feeoiy 



Digitized by 



Google 



io« . THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, feem, is confirmed by the unexceptionable teRU 
Vi^p-^'iL^ mony of Ammianus Marcellinus *\ The philo* 
fophic foldier, who loved the virtues, without 
adopting the prejudices of his mader, has re- 
corded, in his judicious and candid hiftory of 
bis own times, the extraordinary obftacles which 
interrupted the reftoration of the temple of Jeru- 
&lem. " Whilft Alypius, affifted by the go- 
** vernor of the province, urged, with vigour 
•* and diligence, the execution of the work, 
** horrible balls of fire breaking out near the 
^* fou|idations» with frequent and reiterated aN 
*^ tacks, rendered the place, from time to time^ 
*f inacceflible to the fcorched and biafted work- 
** men ; and the vidlorious element continuing 
^^ in this manner obftinately and refolutely bent, 
*• as it were, to drive them to a diftance, the 
** undertaking was abandoned." Such authority 
fhould fatisfy a believing, and mud aftonift an 
incredulous, mipd. Y?t a philofopher may ftiil 
require the original evidence of impartial and 
intelligent fpedbtors. At this important crifis, 
any Angular accident of nature would affume the 
appearance, and produce the efieds, of a real 
prodigy. This glorious deliverance would be 

** Ammian. xxlii. i. Cum itaqiie rei fortiter inftaret At^piotv 
juvaretque provincis re£lor, inetuendi glubi fltmmanim prope funclft- 
inenta crebris aflultibus erumpentes teccre loaim exnftis aliquotieft 
operamibus inaccefTum : hocque motlo elemenco deftinatitis repelleiite» 
ctfTavit inceptum. Warburton labours (p. 60—90.) to extort a con* 
fefTionofthe miracle from, the muudis of Julian ami LibaniuSi and 
to employ the evidence cf a rabbi, who lived io the fifteenth centuiy. 
Such witnefles can only be received by a very favourable judge* 

fpecdily 

Digitized by VjOOQI^ 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 109 

fpeedlly improved and magnified by the pious art ^ " ^.^* 
of the clergy of Jerufaleni, and the adive cre« ^„^><>w 
dullty of the Chriftian world ; and, 9t the diftance 
of twenty years, a Rom^ biftorian, carelefs of 
theological difpuces, might adorn his work with 
the fpecious and fplendid miracle '^ 

The reftoration of the Jewifh temple was fe* Pirtiaiity 
cretly connected with the ruin of the Chriilian ®^ J"^**^ 
church. Julian ilill continued to maintain the 
freedom of religious worlhip, without diftinguifli* 
ing, whether this univerfal toleration proceeded 
from his juftice, or his clemency. He affeded 
to pity the unhappy Chriftians, who were mif- 
taken in the moft important obje£t of their lives } 
but his pity was degraded by contempt, his con- 
tempt was embittered by hatred; and the fen- 
timents of Julian were exprefl'cd in a ilyle of 
farcaftic wit, which infiids a deep and deadly 
wound, whenever it iiHies from the mouth of a 
fovereign. As he was fenfible that the Chriftians 
gloried in the name of their Redeemer, he coun- 
tenanced, and perhaps enjoined, the ufe of the 
lels honourable appellation of Galil/eans **. 
He declared, that, by the folly of the Galilaans, 

'I Dr. Lardner, perhaps alone of the Cbriftlan crifics^ prefumea 
to doubt the truth of thia famous miracle (Jewiih and Heathen 
Tcftimonies, vol. iv« p.47'— 71.)* '^he filence of Jeroine would 
lead to a fufpicion, that the fame flory, which was celebrated at a 
diAanoe, might be defpifed oo the fpot. 

*4 Greg. Naa. Orat. iii. p. 81. And this law wai confirmed bf 
^ iBTariabJe praAice of Julian himfelf. Warburton has juitiy ob. 
lenred (pu S5.}«<hat the PlatoniAs believed in the myilerious virtue of 
i|r«rds| and Julianas di dike for the name of Chiift might proceed 
/19111 fujpefitiuonj as well as from contempt. • 

whom 
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whom he defcribes as a k& of fanatics, contempt- 
ible to men^ and odious to the gods, the empire 
had been reduced to the brink of deftrudion ; 
slnd he infinuates in a public ediA, that a frandc 
patient might fometimes be cured by falutary 
violence'*. An ungenerous diftindlion was ad- 
mitted into the mind and counfels of Julian, that, 
according is the difference of their religious fenti- 
ments, one part of his fubjefts deferved his 
favour and friend (hip, while the other was en- 
titled only to the common benefits that his juftice 
could not refufe to an obedient people". Ac- 
cording to a principle, pregnant with mifchief 
and oppreflSon, the emperor transferred, to the 
pontiffs of his own religion, the management of 
the liberal allowances from the public revenue^ 
which had been granted to the church by the 
piety of Conftanthie and his fons. The proud 
fyftem of clerical honours and immunities, which 
had been conftrufled with fo much art and la- 
bour, was levelled to the ground ; the hopes of 
teftamentary donations were intercepted by the 
rigour of the laws ; and the priefts of the Chrif- 
tian feft were confounded with the laft and moft 

*i Fragment. Julinn. p. i8S. He deride« the /as^a VaXtKauM 
(Rpift. vii.)» anii fo f.ir lofes fight of the principles of toleration, at 
to with (rpift. xlii.) dxam-a^ utaQeu. 

*^ Ou yap fjuM Oijuij en xo/a^i^n ti iktsapHf 

Thefe two lines, which Julian has changed and perverted in the true 
fpiritof a bigot (Epift. xlix.), are taken from the fpeech of Aoluiy 
vhen he refufes to grant UlyflTes a frefli fupply of winds (Odyif. x. 
73.). Lihinius (Orat. Parent, c. lix. p. 286.) attempts to juftify 
this partial behaviour, by an apology, in which perfecution peep* 
through the maflc of caodoUr. 

ignof 
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Ignominious clafs of the people. Such of thefe ^xxuu* 
Regulations as appeared neceflary to check the ^— --n-^^^ 
ambition and avarice of the ecclefiaftics, were 
foon afterwards imitated by the wifdom of an 
orthodox prince. The peculiar diftinftions which 
policy has beftowed, or fuperftitioQ has laviflied, 
on the faccrdotal order, mtf/i be confined to thofe 
priefts who profefs the religion of the ftate. 
But the will of, the legiilator was not exempt froni 
prejudice and paflion; and it was the objed: of 
the infidious policy of Julian, to deprive the 
Chriftians of all the temporal honours and ad« 
Vantages which rendered them refpeftable in the 
eyes of the world "\ 

A juft and fevere cenfure has been inflifted JJ^i^Hhe 
on the law which prohibited the Chriftians from Chnftiant 
teaching the arts of grammar and rhetoric", teaching 
The motives alleged by the emperor to juftify fchooU* 
this partial and dppreifive meafure, might com- 
mand, during his life*time, the filence of ilaves 
and the applaufe of flatterers. Julian abufes the 
ambiguous meaning of a word which might bo 
indiflferently applied to the language and the re-* 
ligion of the Gr££Ks: he contemptuouily ob* 
ferves, that the men who exalt the merit of im- 
plicit faith are unfit to claim or to enjoy the 
advantages of fcience; and he « vainly contmdsy 

•7 Thefe laws which aiFe^ed «he clergy, miy be foond in the 
flight hincs of Julian himrdf (Epift. lii.), in the vazue declamationf 
ot Gregory. (Oiat. lii. p. 86, S7.), and in the pofitive aircrtions of 
Sozoincn (I. V. c. 5.). 

*' Iiiclemens • • • pcrenni obruendum filentio. Anamian. xxi^ 

Q ^ that 
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CHAP, that if they rcfufe to adore ^he gods of Homer 
and Demofthenes, they ought to content them- 
felves with expounding Luke and Matthew in the 
churches of the Galilaeans \ In all the cities of 
the Roman world, the education of the youth 
was entrufted to matters of grammar and rhe- 
toric; who were elefted by the magiftrates, 
maintained at the public expence, and diftin- 
guilhed by many lucrative and honourable pri* 
vileges. The edift of Julian appears to have 
included the phyficians, and profeflbrs of all the 
liberal artsj and the emperor, who referved ta 
himfelf the approbation of the candidates, was 
authorifed by the laws to corrupt, or to punifli, 
the religious conftancy of the moft learned of the 
Chriftians ^'. As foon as the refignation of the 
more obftinate ^" teachers had eftabliflied the un- 
rivalled dominion of the Pagan fopbifts, Julian 
invited the rifing generation to refort with free- 
dom to the public fcbools^ in a jutl confidence^ 

*9 The cdift itfclf, which Is ftill extant among the epiftles of Ju- 
lian (xliu)> may be compared with the loofe inveAivet of Gregory 
(Orat. iii. p. 96.). Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. p. 1491— 
1194.) hat colle^ed the feeming diflfcrences of ancients and moderns. 
They may be eafiJy reconciled. The Cbrillians wire dirtfffj^ forbid to 
tetchy they were indireHly forbid to learn j fince they would not frequeit 
the fcboolt of the I^agans. 

99 Codex Theodof. .1. xiii. tit. iii. de medicis et profeflToribas, 
leg. 5. (publiftied the x 7th of June, received, at Spoleto in Italy, the 
ft9th of July, A* D> 363.} with Godefroy*s lUultrations, torn. r. 
p. 31. 

9> Orofius celebrates iheir difinterefted refolution, Sicot a ma* 
joribus noftris compertum habemus^ omnes ubique propemodunx 
• . • . officium quam fidem deferere maluerunr, rii. 30. ProcrefiuSy 
a Chriftian fophiti, reiufed to accept the partial favour of the emperor. 
Hieronym. in Chroa. p. 1%$, Edit* Sca!fc^er« Eunapius in Prose- 
rcfioi p. lajS. 

that 
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that their tender minds would receive the im- ^ \^ ^^ 
preffions of literature and idolatry. If the greateft ^m^r^ 
part of the Chriftian youth fliouid be deterred 
by their own fcruples, or by thofe of their pa^ 
rentSj from accepting this dangerous mode of 
inftru^on, they muft, at the fame time, relin- 
quiih the benefits of a liberal education. Julian 
had reafon to expefl that, in the fpace of a few 
years, the church would relapfe into its primae- 
val fimplicity, and that the theologians, who 
poflefled an adequate ihare of the learning and 
eloquence of the age, would be fucceeded by a 
generation of blind and ignorant fmatics, inca« 
pable of defending the truth of their own prin- 
ciples, or of expofing the various follies of Poly- 
theifm**. 

It was undoubtedly the wifli and the deiign of Difgrace 
Julian to deprive the Chriftians of the advantages ^f^^;;^^ 
of wealth, of knowledge, and of power; but the theChna. 
injufticc of excluding them from all offices of **"'• 
truft and profit, feems to have been the refult of 
his general policy, rather than the immediate 
confequence of any pofitive law*'. Superior 
merit might deferve, and obtain, fome extraor- 

9> Thej had recoorfis to the expedient of compofing books for 
tlieir own fcbooU* Within a few months Apollinaris produced hit 
Cbriiitn imitatioiis of Homer (a lacrtd biftory in xsit* books), 
PiAdar, Eartpides, and Menander } and Soaomen is iatisfied, that 
ibey equalled, or excelled, the originals. 

91 It was the inAmaton of Jolian to bis magiftratet (Epift. vii.) 
«|pon/Mw^ fjMTQk Tbi Qaonfiuf juu want fiya )^y« Soaomen (1* r* 
c. iS.) and Socrates (U tii» c. 13.) rouft be reduced to the ftandard 
«f Gregory (Orat. iii, p. 95, ), not lefs prone to exaggeration, but 
■ore reftraincd by the aAoal knowledge c2f his contemporary readers. 

Vol. IV. I dinary 
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^xxtii^' dinary exceptions; but the greater part of tfitf 
Chriftian officers were gradually removed hota 
their employments in the (late, the army, and the 
provinces. The hopes of future candidates were 
extinguifhed by the declared f>artiaR(y of a 
prince, who malicioufly reminded them, that it 
vtras unlawful for a Chriftian to ufe the fword, 
cither of juftice, or of war; and who Audi*- 
oufly guarded the camp and the tribunals with 
the enfigns of idolatry. The powers of govern- 
ment were entrufted to the Pagans, who pro- 
feffed an ardent 2eal for the religion of their 
anceftors ; and as the choice of the emperor wa» 
often direded by the rules of divination, the 
favourites whom he preferred as theliioft agree- 
able to the gods, did not always obtain the ap- 
probation of mankind *\ Under the admini- 
ftration of their enemies, the Chriftians had much 
to fuffer, and more to apprehend. The temper 
of Julian was averfe to cruelty ; and the care of 
his reputation, which was expofed to the eyes of 
the univerfe, retrained the philofophic monarch 
from violating the laws of juftice and toleration, 
which he himfelf bad fo recently eftablifliedc 
But the provincial minifters of his authority were 
placed in a lefs confpicuous ftation. la the 
exercife of arbitrary power, they confulted the 
wifhes, rather than the commands, of their fove- 
reign ; and ventured to exercife a fecret and vex- 
atious tyranny againft the feftaries, on whom they 

^ fnj>v 9i^y xfK4 J*Stf5 wu ftn itStts. Libaniosj Orat. Parent* c. St. 

€ were 
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tuyere Hot pei*mitted to confet the honours of^ mar- chap*. 
tyrdotn. The emperor, who diflemblcd as long >^^v-w 
as poffible, his knowledge of the injuftice that 
was exercifed in his name, expreffed his real fenfe 
of the conduft of his officers, by gentle reproofs 
and fubftantial rewards •^ 

The moft cfFeftual inftfument of oppreflion, They are 
with which they were armed, was the law that "ndemned 
obliged the Chriflians to make full and ample the Pagan 
fatisfa£tipn for the temples which they had de- *^""P**»* 
ftroyed under, the preceding reign. The zeal of 
the triumphant church had not always expefted 
the fandion of the public authority j and the 
bifliops, who were fecure of impunity, had often 
inarched, at the head of their congregations, to 
attack and demoliih the fortreifes of the prince 
of darknefs. The confecrated lands, which had 
increafed the patrimony of the fovereign or of 
the clergy, were clearly defined, and eafily re* 
ftored. But on thele lands, and on the ruins of 
Pagan fuperftition, the Chriftians had frequently 
ere&ed their own religious edifices : and as it 
was necefiary to remove the church before the 
temple could be rebuilt, the juflice and piety of 
the emperor were applauded by one party, while 
the other deplored and execrated his facrilegioua 
tiolence*** After the ground was cleared^ the 

9^ Greg. Naz. Orat. lii. p. 74. 91, 91. Socrates, 1. iii. c. i4« 
Theodoret, 1. iii. c. 6. Some drawback may however be allowed 
for the violence of tkeir zeal, not lefs partial than the zeal of Julian. 

9^ If we compare the gentle langur^ge of Libamus (Oiat. Parent* 
c. 60. p. a86.) with the paflionate exclamations of Gregoiy (Orat. iii« 
p. S6, S7.}f xve may find it difficult to perfuade ouifelves, that th« ' 
two oratprs are really dcfcriblng the fame eveato* 

I a rellitutioa 
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c H^A P. reftitution of thofe ftately ftruftures, ivhich had 
V— »w'*-l- been levelled with the dud ; and of the precious 
ornaments, which^ had been converted to Chris- 
tian ufes; fwelled into a very large account of 
damages and debt. The authors of the injury 
had neither the ability nor the inclination to di(^ 
charge this accumulated demand : and the im« 
partial wifdom of a legiflator would have been 
difplayed in balancing the adverfe claims and 
complaints, by an equitable and temperate ar« 
bitration. But the whole empire, and particu- 
larly the Eafl, was thrown into confufion by the 
rafli edi6ts of Julian ; and the Pagan magiftrates, 
inflamed by zeal and revenge, abufed the ri- 
gorous privilege of the Roman law, which fub- 
{litutes, in the place of his inadequate property^ 
the perfon of the infolvent debtor. Under the 
preceding reign, Mark, bifliop of Arethura*% 
had laboured in the converfion of his people with 
arms more eflfedual than thofe of peifuafion **• 
Jhe magiftrates required the full value of a tem- 
ple which had been deftroyed by his intolerant 
zeal: but as they were fatisfied of his poverty, 

97 Reftan, or Aretbufa, at the equal diftance of fixtcen miles be. 
tween Emcfa (Hmb), and BpiphaDla {Htmath)^ was founded* <ir at 
leatt named, by Seleueus Nicator. Its pecaliar a^ra dates ffom the 
year of Rome 685 ; according to the medals of the cit^. Id the de- 
cline of the Selencides, £me(a and Arethufa were ufurped by the Arab 
SampficeramuSy whofe pofterity, the vaflals of Rome, were not extin^ 
guifbed in the reign of Vefpafian. See d*An¥illc*s Maps and Geo. 
graphte Ancienne, tom.it* p* 134* Wefleitng. ftinenuria, p. iSS. 
and Norif. Epoch. Syro-Macedon. p. So. 4S1, 4Sa. 

VS Sosoihen, 1. ▼. c* lo. It is furprifing, that Gregory and Theo* 
lioret Ihould fupprefs a circumftance, which, in their eyes, muA bave 
,«nkaoctd tl^ religious merit of the confeflbr. 

4 they 
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they defired only to bend his Inflexible fpirit to chap. 
the promife of the flighted compenfation. They 
apprehended the aged prelate, they inhumanly 
Icourged him, they tore his beard ; and his 
naked body, anointed with honey, was fufpended, 
in a net, between heaven and earth, and ex* 
pofed to the flings of infers and the rays of a 
Syrian fun**. From this lofty ftation, Mark 
ftill perfifted to glory in his crime, and to infult 
the impotent rage of his perfecutors. He was 
at length refcued from their hands, and difmifled 
to enjoy the honour of his divine triumph. The 
Arians celebrated the virtue of their pious con« 
feflfor i the Catholics ambitioufly claimed his al« 
liance"^; and the Pagans, who might be fuf- 
ceptible of fliame or remorfe, were deterred from 
the repetition of fuch unavailing cruelty"*. Ju- 
lian fpared his life: but if the bifliop of ^e- 

99 The fufFcringt tiid conftancy of Mark, which Grtgory hat (o 
tragically painted (Orat. iii. p. S8— 91 }, are confirmed by the un. 
exceptionable and reluftant evidence of Libanius. Ma^wo^ nuuie; 

ti^, Epift. 730. p. 35o» 35«' £dit. WoU. Amftel. lyjS. 

*^ Tlt^fMaxvmf certatim eum fibi (Chriftiani) vindicant. It it 
tiiot that La Croze and Wolfiut (ad loc.) have explained a Greek 
«onl» wiioie true figaification had been miftaken by former inter* 
pretcrs, and even by Le Clerc (Bibliotheque Ancienne et Modeme, 
torn. iii. p. 371.)- YetTillemont is llrangely pufzled to under* 
ftand (Mctt. Ecclef. torn. vii. p. 1309.) £tw Gregory and Tbeodoret 
could miftakea Semi-Arian bi(hop lor a faint. 

■ot See the probable advice of Salluft (Greg. Naztansen^ Drat. iii. 
9O9 91.)* Lihanitti intercedes for a fimilar offender, left they (bould 
find many Marhi yet he allows, that if Orion had fecivted the coo. 
iecrated wealth, be deiervcd to fufier the puniflimait of Marfyat } to 
be flayed alive (Epift* 730* p. 349^3$i0« 

1 3 ^ ihufa 
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CHAP. 

xxm. 



The tern- 
pie and fa* 
cred giove 
of Daphne* 



thufa had faved the infancy of JuliaA "% pofterky 
will condemn the ingratitude, inilead of praifing 
the clemency, of the emperor. 

At the difiance of five miles from Antioch» 
the Macedonian kings of Syria had coufecrated 
to Apollo one of the mod elegant places of de- 
votion in the Pagan world"*'. A magnificent 
temple rofe in honour of the god of light; and 
his coloiTal figure '^^ almoft filled the capacious 
fan£tuary, which was enriched with gold and 
gems, and adorned by the fkiil of the Grecian 
artifts. 1 he deity was reprefented in a bending 
attitude, with a golden cup in his hand, pour- 
ing out a libation on the earth ; as if he fuppli« 
cated the venerable mother to give to his arms 
the cold and beauteous Daphne : for the fpot 
ivas ennobled by fidion; and the fancy of the 
Syrian poets had tranfported the amorous tale 
from the banks of the Peneus to thofe of the 
Orontes. The ancient rites of Greece were imi- 
tated by the royal colony of Antioch, A flream 
of prophecy, which rivalled the truth and re- 
putation of the Delphic c^-acle, flowed from the 



>oi Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 90.) it fatiified that, by favtog the apo. 
ftate, Mark hiid defrrTcd ftill more than he had fuffered. 

■o| The grove and temple oi Daphne are defer ibed by Strabo 
(l. xvi. p. 10X9, 1090. edit, Amftel. 1707.), LibaDius (Ncniai 
p. 185. i88. Antiochic. Orat. xi. p. 380, 381.}. and Scsomeii 
(1. ¥ c. 19.). WeOTeling (itinerar. p. sSt.), and Caiaubon (ad 
Uift Auguft. p. 64.) iiluftrate this curious fttbjcA* 

>oi ->imuiacrum in eo Olympiaci Jovis imitamenti «quipannt 
wagniruiiinem. Ammian. x«ii» ij. The Olympic Jupiter was fixty 
feet high» and bis bulk was confequently equal to ihatot a tboufand 
men. See a curious Mmmn of the Abbe Gcdoyn (Academic dct 
Infciipcionfy tooi* ix* p. lyS.)* 

Cn/ialiait 
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Ca^Um foanttun of Daphne '''». In the adjacent ^xxm/'* 
fields a ftadiuQi was built by a fpecial privi- 
lege '^, which had been parchafed from Elis ; 
the Olympic games were celebrated at the ex- 
pence of the city ; and a revenue of thirty thou- 
iand pounds fterling was annually applied to the 
public pleafurec '% The petpetual refort of 
pilgrims and fpe£lators infenfibly formed, in the 
neighbourhood of the temple, the (lately and 
populous village of Daphne, ^which emulated the 
Iplendor, without acquiring the title, of a pro« 
vindal city. The temple and the village were 
deeply bofomed in a thick grove of laurels and 
cyprefles, which reached as far as a circumfe- 
rence of ten miles, and formed in the moft fultry 
lammers a cool and impenetrable (hade. A 
thoufimd dreams ' of the purefl: water, ifluing 
^om every hill, preferved the verdure of the 

^^S Hadrian read the hiftorj of hit future fortonet on a letf 
dipped in the Caftalian ftream j a tricky which, according to the 
phyfician Vandale (de Oraculis, p. tSi, aSa.)» might be eafily per. 
formed by cbymical preparations. The emperor (topped the fovrce 
of fuch dangerous knowledge j which was again opened by the de- 
vout curiofity of Julian. 

>o6 It was purchafedy A. D. 44, in the year 9s of the sera of 
Antioch (Norif. Epoch. Syro-Maced. p. 139— 174 ) ^or the tern of 
ninety Olympiads. But the Olympic games of Antioch were not 
regularly celebrated till the reign of Commodus. See the curious 
deuils in the Chronicle of John Malala (torn. i. p. s9'i. 3«o. jya-^ 
}Sf.}y a writer whole merit and authority are confined within the 
limits of bis Dative city* 

>c7 Fifteen talents of gold, bequeathed by Sofibius, who died ift 
thercigB of Auguftus. The theatrical merits of the Syrian cities, in 
the age of Cont'tiittine, are compare^i in the Expofitio totius Mundi* 
p. 6. (Hudfoni Gei>graph. Minor, torn, iii.}, 

1 4 caith. 
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CHAP, earth, and the temperature of the air ; the fienfes 
were gratified with harmonious founds and aro« 
matic odours ; and the peaceful grove was con- 
(ecrated to health and joy, to luxury and love. 
The vigorous youth purfued, like Apollo, the 
objeft of his defires ; and the blufliing maid was 
warned, by the fate of Daphne, to fliun the folly 
of unfeafonable coynefs. The foldier and the 
philofopher wifely avoided the temptation of this 
fenfual paradife '^^ ; where pleafure, afluming the 
charader of religion, imperceptibly diflblved the 
firmnefs of manly virtue. But the groves of 
Daphne continued for many ages to enjoy the 
veneration of natives and ftrangersj the privi- 
leges of the holy ground were enlarged by the 
munificence of fucceeding emperors ; and every 
generation added new ornaments to the fplendor of 
the temple "^ 

When Julian, on the day of the annual fe(U- 
val, haftened to adore the Apollo of Daphne, 
his devotion was raifed to the higheft pitch of 
eagernefs and impatience. His lively imagina- 
tion anticipated the grateful pomp of vidims, of 
libations, and of incenfe ; a long procefSon of 
youths and virgins, clothed in white robes, the 

>^ Avidio Caflio Syriacot legioncs dedi luxuria difflueotcs ct 
Di^tmeis moribus. Tbtfe are the words of the emperor Marcus 
Aotoninut in ao original letter prefervcd by his biographer in Hill. 
Auguft. p. 41. Caflius diiVnilTed or punifhed every foldier who was 
6tn at Daphne. 

>^ Aliquantum agromm Daphnenfibus dedit (Pm^), quo Incut 
ibi fpatiofior fieret; deleflatUB amcenitate loci et aquarum abuD* 
dantili. Eutropiusj vi. 14. Scstus Rufut| dc Provinciia, c. i6. 

fymbol 
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iymbol of their innocence ; and the tumultuous chap. 
ooncourre of an innumerable people. But the 
zeal of Antioch was diverted, fince the reign of 
Cbriftianityy into a different channel. Inftead 
of hecatombs of fat oxen facrificed by the tribes 
of a wealthy city, to their tutelar deity, the em- 
peror complains that he found only a fingle 
goofe, provided at the expence of a prieft, the 
pale and folitary inhabitant of this decayed tem- 
ple "^ The altar was deferted, the oracle had 
been reduced to filence, and the holy ground 
was profaned by the introdudion of Chriftian 
and funereal rites. After Babylas"' (a bilhop 
of Antioch, who died in prifon in the perfecu- 
tion of Decius) had refted near a century in his 
grave, his body, by the order of the Cxfar Gal- 
lus, was tranfported into the midft of the grove 
of Daphne. A magnificent church was erected 
over his remains; a portion of the facred lands 
was ufurped for the maintenance of the clergy, 
and for the burial of the Chriftians of Antioch^ 
who were ambitious of lying at the feet of their 
bifliop; and the priefts of Apollo retired, with 
their affrighted and indignant votaries. As foon 

"« Jolian (Mifopogon, p. y6t, 36s.) difcovert hit own cHaraAcr 
with that mdhtti^ that uncoDfcious fimplicity, which alwayt cob* 
llituces genuine humour. 

Ill Babylat is named by Eufcbiuft in the fucccflion of the biibopt 
of Antioch (Hift. Ecclef. 1. vi. c, 19. 39.)* Hit triumph over twp 
cniperort (the firft fabulout» the Tecond hiftorical) it diffufely cele* 
brated by Chryfoftom (torn* ii. p. 536 — 579. edit. Montfaucon.). 
Tiltcmont (Mem. Ecclef. tom. iii« part ii« pt nSy— '30a. 459^465.) 
becomet aimoft a fceptic. 
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CHAP. a$ another revolution feemed to reftore the for# 
^-^np.^^ tune of Paganifm, the church of St. Babylas was 
demoliflied, and new buildings were added to 
the mouldering edifice which had been raifed by 
the piety of Syrian kings. But the firfl and 
mod ferious care of Julian was to deliver his 
oppreffed deity from the odious prefence of the 
dead and living Chrillians, who had fo effedually 
fiipprcflfed the voice of fraud or enthufiafm *'\ 
The fcene of infection was purified, according to 
the forms of ancient rituals ; the bodies were 
Removal decently removed; and the minifters of the 
Sod^M*^"^ church were permitted to convey the remains of 
»n«i eon. St. Babylas to their former habitation within the 
of^fc^^'°" walla of Antioch. The modeft behaviour which 
«*"»p^** might have affu^ged the jealoufy of an hoftile 
govern mept, was negleded on this oocafion bf 
the zeal of the Chriftians. The lofty car, that 
tranfported the relics of Babylas, was followed, 
and accompanied, and received, by an innume- 
rable multitude; who chanted, with thundering 
acclamations, the Pfalms of David the mod ex- 
pieffive of their contempt for idols and idolaters. 
The return of the faint was a triumph ; and the 
triumph was an infult on the religion of the 
emperor, who exerted his pride to diffemble his 
refcntment. During the night which terminated 

it» Ecclefiaflical ciitics, particularly thofe who love relics, exuh in 
thj cuiifwilion of Julian (Milbpogon, p. 361.) and Llb^niut (Narnia^ 
p. 185.), (hat Apollo was clilhiibcd by the vicinity of cm deaii man. 
Yet Aininianus (xxti. 12.}- clears and purifies the whole gcoundy 
according (o the rues which the Athenians formerly |Ma^Ued in the 
iflj oi L'clos* 

this 
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this indlfcreet proceffion, the temple of Daphne ^^^m *** 
was in flames; the ftatue of Apollo was coo^ ^^■ " x*^**^ 
fumed; and the wails of the edifice were left a 
naked and awful monument of ruin. The ChriC* 
tians of Antioch averted, with religious confi- 
dence, that the powerful interceflion of St. Ba« 
bylas had pointed the lightnings of heaven agamft 
the devoted roof: but as Julian was reduced to 
the alternative, of believing cither a crime or a 
miracle, he chofe, without hefitation, without 
evidence, but with fome colour of probability^ 
to impute the fire of Daphne to the revenge of 
the Galileans '". Their offence, had it been 
fufficiently proved, might have juftified the reta^ 
liation which was immmediately executed by the 
order of Julian, of (hutting the doors, and cone JuHtn 
fifcating the wealth, of the cathedral of Aotioclb ^^hcdrti 
To difcover the criminals who were guilty of of And. 
the tumult, of the fire, or of fecr^ting the riches 
of the church, feveral ecclefiaftics were tor* 
tured"*; and a prefbyter, of the name ofTheo* 
doret, was beheaded by the fentence of the Count 
of the Eafl:. But this hafty zQt was blamed by 

"! Julian (in Miropogon» p. 3<>t.) nther infiauatet, tbanaffirmf,' 
ihrir guilt. Ammianui (xxli. 13.) treati the iinputatioD as Uvjffim^ 
mmoTf and relates the ftory with extraordinary candour. 

"4 Qup U9) ^uroci cafu reprnte oonluinpto, ad id ulqueimperatm^ 
ira pro? exit* «t qucftiones agitare juberet (blico acriorct (yet Jfulian 
blames the lenity of the magiftratea of Antiocn), et majorem eccle* 
fiam Antiochige claudi. This interdiAion was performed wiih fome 
circugsftaaces of indignity and profanation t and the feafonable death 
of the principal aAor, Julian's unclc» is related with much foperfti- 
tioQs conplaccacy by the A^ de la Bleterie. Vie de Julico, p. %6% 
— J69, 

the 

Google 



Digitized by 



,24 THE DECLINE AND FALL 



XXIII 



CHAP; the emperor ; who lamented, with real or zSk&ed 
concern, that the imprudent zeal of his minifters 
would tarnifli his reign with the difgracc of per- 
fecution "'. 

The zeal of the minifters of Julian was in- 
ftantly checked by the frown of their fovereign ; 
but when the father of his country declares him« 
felf the leader of a fadion, the licence of popular 
fiify cannot eafily be reftrained, nor confidently 
puniflied. Julian, in a public compofition, ap- 
plauds the devotion and loyalty of the holy cities 
of Syria, whofe pious inhabitants had deftroyed, 
at the firft fignal, the fepulchres of the GaK« 
lacaps ; and faintly complains, that they had re- 
venged the injuries of the gods with lefs mode- 
ration than he Ihould have recommended "^ 
This imperfed and reluctant confeflion may ap- 
pear to confirm the ecclefiaftical narratives ; that 
in the cities of Gaza, Afcalon, Caefarea, Helio- 
polls, &c. the Pagans abufed, without prudence 
or remorfe, the moment of their profperity. That 
the unhappy objeds of their cruelty were releafed 
from torture only by death ; that as their man- 
gled bodies were dragged through the flreets, 
they were pierced (fuch was the univerfal rage) 
by the fpits of cooks, and the difta£Fs of enraged 
women ; and that the entrails of Chriftian priefls 
and virgins, after they had been tailed by thofe 

Of Bcfidet the ccelefiaftiMl biftoriaiit» who are more or lefs to he 
fufpe^edt we may allege the paflion of St. Theodore, in the Ada 
Siacera of Ruinart, p. 591. The complaint of Julian gives it m 
original and authentic air. 

■■^ Julian. Mifopogon, p, 361. 

bloody 
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bloody fanatics, were mixed with barley, and chap. 
contemptuouily thrown to the unclean animals of _, ^-mj* 
the city "^« Such fcenes of religious madnefii 
exhibit the moft contemptible and odious pidure 
of human nature ; but the maflacre of Alexan- 
dria attracts ftill more attention, from the cer- 
tainty of the fad, the rank of the vi^ms, and 
the fplendor of the capital of Egypt. 

George"', from his parents or his education, Ocorgetf 
fumamed the Cappadocian, was bom at £pi- 
phania m Cilicia, in a fuller's (hop. From this ^ 
obfcure and fervile origin he raifed himfelf by 
the talents of a paralite : and the patrons, whom 
be ai&duoully flattered, procured for their worth- 
lefs dependent, a lucrative commiffion, or coa- 
traft, to fupply the army with bacon. His em- 
ployment was mean ; he rendered it infamous. 
He accumulated wealth by the bafeft arts of 
fraud and corruption ; but his malverfations were 
fo notorious, that George was compelled to 
efcape from the purfuits of juftice. After thk 
difgrace, in which he appears to have faved hit 
fortune at the expence of his honour, he em- 

>i7 See Gregoiy Nazianzen (Drat. iii. p. S70* Sosomen (L«« 
c. 9«) may be coniidereil ai an original, though not impartial^ wit* 
nefa. He was a native of Gaza, and had conferred with the ooa- 
feflbr ZenOf who» at biflliop of Maiuma» lived to the age of an hus* 
dred (1. ▼ii* e, aS.}* PhiWftorgiua (L vii. c. 4.. with Oodefroy*« 
Difleitationsi p. aS4.) adda Tome tragic circomftancea, of Chri(* 
tiaaa, who were SiersUf facriiiced at the altar » of the gods, 5ec« 

*^ The life and death of George of Cappadocia are defcrfted ^ 
AsMniaiiva (xxii. 11 Ot Ofegory Nattmizen (Ont. xxi. p.3ta. jtf* 
J89, 390. )} and Epiphaniiw (Hvref. Uxvt.), The invednrei of tlw 
two fiunta might not defer ve much credit, unlefs they were coDfimed 
hf the teftimony of the cool and impartial infidel* 

braced^ 
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CHAP, braced, tirtth real or affe£led sfeal, the profeffioil 
'_j-^-^r of Artanifm. From the love, or the oftentation, 
of learning, he coHcftcd a valuable library of 
hiftory, rhetoric, philofophy, and theology "•; 
and the choke of the prevailing faction pro- 
moted George of Cappadocia to the throne of 
Athanafius. The entrance of the new archbifliop 
was that of a Barbarian conqueror; and each 
moment of his' reign was polluted by cruelty 
and avarice. The Catholics of Alexandria and 
Egypt were abandoned to a tyrant, qualified, by 
nature and education, to exercife the office of 
opprtflet perfecution } but he opprefled with an impartial 
•^."*"- hand the various inhabitants of his extenfive 

driA 3 net 

Egypt. diocefe* The primate of Egypt affumed the 
pomp and infolaice of his lofty Ration ; but he 
fiill betrayed the vices of his bafe and fervile 
extra&lon. The merchants of Alexandria were 
impoveriflied by the unjuft, and almoft univer- 
fal, monopoly, which he acquired, of nitre, fait, 
paper, funerals, &c. ; and the fpiritual faither of 
a great people condefcended to praAife the vile 
and pernicious arts of an informer. The Alex<« 
andrians could never forget, nor forgive, the 
tax, which he fuggefted, on all the houfes of 

>i9 After the maffacre of Georgt» the emperor Julian repeatedly 
fent orders to preferve the library For hU own ufe, and to toiture 
(he flaves who might be fufpe^ed of fecreting any books* He 
praifcs the merit of the colleflion^ from whence he bad borrowed 
and traofcribed feveral manufciipts while he porfued his ftudies in 
Cappadocia. He could wifli indeed that the works of the Galilsefina 
might peii(h j but he requires an ex)6l account even of tbofe' theo^ 
logical volumes, left other treat ifes more valuable fliould be con* 
leuiidcd iu ibeir lofs. Julian. Epiii. ix« xaxvi* 

th« 
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atie dty } under an obfolete claim, that the royal ^J^^f^ ^* 
founder had conveyed to his fucceffors, the Pto^ 
lemies and the Caefars, the ' perpetual property 
of the foil. The Pagans, who had been flat- 
tered with the hopes of freedom and tolcrition, 
excited his devout avarice j and the rich temples 
of Alexandria were either pillaged or infulted by 
the haughty prelate, who exclaimed, in a loud 
and threatening tone, " How long will thefe fe- 
•• pukhres be permitted to ftand?*' Under the 
reign of Conftantius, he was expelled by the 
fiiry, or rather by the juflice, of the people ; and 
k was not without a violent druggie, that the 
civil and military powers of the ftate could re- 
ftore his authority, and gratify his revenge^ 
Hie mcflenger who proclaimed at Alexandria 
the acceffion of Julian, announced the downfal 
of the archbifliop. George, with two of his ob- a.d. fCt ^ 
fequioui roiniftcrs, count Diodorus, and I>ra- ^*'^' ^^' 
contius, mafter of the mint, were ignominioufly 
dragged in chains to the public prifon. At the Hcismaf. 
cnd of twenty-four days, the prifon was forced ihc^eopfc* 
open by the rage of a fuperftitious multitude, 
impatient of the tedious forms of judicial pro-, 
ceedings. The enemies of gods and men ex« Dec. %^ 
pired under their cruel infults ; the lifelefs bodies 
of the archbifhop and his aflbciates were carried 
in triumph through the ftreets on the back of a 
camel; and the inaftivity of the Athanafian 
party'** was efteemed a fliining example of 

^*^ PhUoflorgiufy with cautiout malice, infinitarrs their guTIt,* 

cvange- 
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CHAP* evangelical patience. The remaing of thefe guilty 
wretches were thrown into the fea j and the po- 
pular leaders of the tumult declared their refo- 
lution to difappoint the devotion of the ChriC- 
tians, and to intercept the future honours of thefe 
martyrs^ who had been puniflied, like their pre- 
deceflbrs, by the enemies of their religion '•'. 
The fears of the Pagans were jufl:, and their pre- 
cautions ineSeftuaL The meritorious death of 
the archbifliop obliterated the memory of his 
life. The rival of Athanafius was dear and fa- 
cred to the Arians, and the feeming converfion 
of thofe fe£taries introduced his worfliip into the 
bofom of the Catholic church'**. The odious 
ftranger^ difguiUng every circumftance of time 
and place, alTumed the maik of a martyr, a faint, 
and a Chriftian hero '*' ; and the infamous George 



*s* Cineret projecit in mare« id metuent nt clamftbat, ne^ eot- 
leAii Aipreniisy xdes illis exftnierent} tit reliquis, qui deviare a re- 
ligione coiDpuin, pertulere cruciabilct poenat, adufqoc glortofam 
mortem intcmerattk fide progrefli, ct nunc Martyres appeliantur. 
Amoiian, xxii. ii. Epiphaniut proves to the Ariant^ that George 
was not a martyr. 

s>* Some Donatiftt (Optatua Ml lev. p. (o. 303. edit. Dopin | 
and TilKeroont» Mem. Ecclef. torn. vi. p. 713. in 410} and PrifciU 
lianifts (Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. viii. p. 517. in 4to} have in 
like manner ufurped'the honours of Catholic faints and martyrs. 

>^) The laints of Cappadocia, Baf>l and the Gre^rorieS} were lg» 
oorant of their holy companion. Pope Gelafius (A. D. 494*)» <be 
firft Catholic who acknowledges St. George, places him among th« 
martyrs, ** qui Deo magis quam hominibus noti funt.** He rejeds 
bis Ads as the compofition of heretics. Some, perhaps not the 
€\dt^9 of the fporious AAs, are ftill extant} and» through a cload 
of fiAion» we may yet difiinguifli the combat which St. George o£ 
Cappadocia fuftained in the prefence of Queen AkmuMsf agaioft 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ,,9 

of Cappadocia has been transformed *** into the c h a p. 
renowned St. George of England, the patron of ^^-^..^w 
arms, of chivalry, and of the garter "'. *1«* ^w"- 

About the fame time that Julian was informed aiaintaod 
of the tumult of Alexandria, he received intelli- ™*'^>'"' 
gence from Edelfa, that the proud and wealthy 
faction of the Arians had infulted the weaknefs 
of the Valentinians, and committed fuch difor- 
ders as ought not to be fuffered with impunity 
in a well-regulated ftate. Without expe&ing 
the How forms of juflice, the exafperated prince 
direAed his mandate to the magiftrates of 
£defla'**9 by which he confifcated the whole 
property of the church: the money was didri*- 
buted among the foldiers i the lands were added 
to the domain ; and this aft of opprei&on was 
aggravated by the mod ungenerous irony. ^* I 
•* (hew myfelf," fays Julian, " the true friend 
^^ of the Galilxans. Their admirable law has 
^^ promifed the kingdom of heaven to the poor ; 
^' and they will advance with more diligence in 
" the paths of virtue and falvation, when they 
*^ are relieved by my afliftance from the load of 

**i Tbii transformation it not given at abfoliittly certain^ but 
as orrrflM^ probable. Seethe Longueruana, toni. i. p* 194- 

*^s A curious hiftory of the worOiip of St. George, from the 
fixtb century (when he was already revered in Paleftme, in Armenia, 
at Roiney and at Treves in Gaul)» might be eKtra6led from Dr. 
Keylin (Hiftory of St. George, «d edition, London, 1633, in 4.to, 
P*4«90» 3"^ ^^^ BoUandiiU (A^. SS. Menf. April, torn. iii« 
p. 100— i6s-}* His fame and popuhiity in Europe, aod efpeciilly 
in England, proceeded from the Crufades* 

1^^ Julian. Epift. xliii. 

Vol. IV. K « temporal 
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CHAP. « temporal pofleffions. Take care,^ purfued 
the monarch, in a more ferious tone, " take 
" care how you provoke my patience and hu- 
** manity. If thefe diforders continue, I will 
•* revenge on the magiftrates the crimes of the 
** people ; and you will have reafon to dread, 
" not only confifcation and exile, but fire and 
" the fword.*' The tumuhs of Alexandria were 
doubtlefs of a more bloody and dangerous na- 
ture: but a Chrillian bifliop had fallen by the 
hands of the Pagans; and the public epiftle of 
Julian affords a very lively proof of the partial 
fpirit of his adminiflration. His reproaches to 
the citizens of Alexandria are mingled with ex- 
preffions of efleem and tendernefs; and he la- 
ments, that on this occafion they fliould have 
departed from the gentle and generous manners 
which attefted their Grecian extraftion. He 
gravely cenfures the offence which they had 
committed againft the laws of juftice and huma- 
nity ; but he recapitulates, with vifible compla- 
cency, the intolerable provocations which they 
had fo long endured from the impious tyranny of 
George of Cappadocia. Julian admits the prin- 
ciple, that a wife and vigorous government 
Ihould chaftife the infolence of the people : yet, 
in confideration of their founder Alexander, and 
of Serapis their tutelar deity, he grants a free 
and gracious pardon to the guilty city, for which 
he again feels the aff^djon of a brother "*. 

"» Julian. Epift. x. He allowed liis friends to affoagc his anger. 
Ammian. xxii. ii. 

After 
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the tumult of Alexandria had fubfided, ^Ji,^,^- 
Athanafius, amidft the public acclamations, feated 



himfelf on rhe throne from whence his unworthy fj^^^^^^ 
competitor had been precipitated : and as the naiius, 
zeal of the archbifliop was tempered with di£- Feb. 11.** 
cretion, the exercife of his authority tended not 
to inflame, but to reconcile, the minds of the 
people* His paftoral labours were not confined 
to the narrow limits of Egypt, The ftate of the 
ChrifUan world was prefent to his adive and 
capacious mind ; and the age, the merit, the 
reputation of Athanafius, enabled him to aiTume, 
in a moment of danger, the office of Ecclefi* 
aftical Dictator '*^ Three years were i^ot yet 
elapfed fince the majority of the bifliops of the 
Weft had ignorantly, or reluftantly, fubfcribed 
the confeffion of Rimini. They repented, they 
believed, but they dreaded the unfeafonable rU 
gour of their orthodox brethren ; and if their 
pride was ftronger than their faith, they might 
throw themfelves into the arms of the Arians, 
to efcape the indignity of a public penanpe, 
which muft degrade them to the condition of 
obfcure laymen. At the fame time, the domeftic 
differences concerning the union and diftinftion 
of the divine perfons, were agitated with fome 
heat among the Catholic doftorsj and the pro- 
grels of this metaphyfical controverfy feemed to 

*«9 See Athanaf. ad Ru6n. torn. ii. p. 4o» 4t. { and Greg/Na- 
cianxen, Orat. iii. p. 395, 396^ wlio juftJy ftates the temperate zeal 
•f the primate^ as much more meritoriAs than hit prayerty his fafti» 
his pcrfe^utioosy &c. 

K ) threaten 
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,31 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, threaten a public and lading divifion of the Greek 
v^— i^,>«i^» and Latin churches. By the wifdom of a feleft 
fynod, to which the name and prefence of Atha- 
nalius gave, the authority of a general council, 
the bifliops, who had unwarily deviated iixto error, 
were admitted to the communion of the church, 
on the eafy condition of fubfcribing the Nicene 
Creed.; without any formal acknowledgment of 
their paft fault, or any minute definition of their 
fcholaftic opinions. The advice of the primate of 
tlgypt had already prepared the clergy of Gaul 
and Spain, of Italy and Greece, for the reception 
of this falutary meafure ; and, notwithftanding 
the oppofition of fome ardent fpirits "% the fear of 
the common enemy promoted the peace and har- 
mony of the Chriftians '". 
He 18 per- 1 he (kill and diligence of the primate of Egypt 
fccuted had improved the feafon of tranquillity, before 
|ieiifd by it was interrupted by the hoftile edi^ls of the 
a.d"'36i, ^"^peror '**. Julian, who defpifed the Chriftians, 



oa. X3. 



»Jo J have not leifure to follow the blind obtHnacy of Lucifrr of 
Cagliari. See his adventnres in Tiilemont (Mem. Ecclef. torn. fii. 
p. 900—916.) f and ohferve how the colour of the narralive inreAfibly 
changes, as the confeflfar l>econaefi a fchifmatic. 

>3> AiTenfiis eft huic fcntentiae Occidens, et, per tarn nectflariuni 
conciUum, Satanae faucibus nuindua ereptus. The lively and art- 
ful Dialogue ol Jerom agalnft the Lucifenans (torn. ii. p. 135— 
155.) exhibits an original piflure of the ecclcfultical policy of the 
times. 

■J» TiIlemon% who fuppofes that George was maflacred in Au- 
giift, crowds the anions of Athanafius^ into a narrow fpace (Mem. 
Eccrtf. torn* viii« p, 360.). An original fragment, publiflied by 
the marquis Maffei, from ihj old Chapter library of Verona tOiTer- 
vaz'oni Litterariey torn. iii. p. 60 — 9».)> ^ff^rds many important 
dates, which are authenticated by the computation of EgyptiaB 
niiODtbs. 

2 honoured 
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honoured Athanafius with his fincere and pecu- chap. 
liar hatred. For his fake alone, he introduced 
an arbitrary diftindion, repugnant, at lead to 
the fpirit, of his former declarations. He main- 
tained, that the Galilaeans, whom he had recalled 
from exile, were not reftored, by that general 
indulgence, to the pofleflion of their refpeftive 
churches : and he exprefled his aftoni(hment, 
that a criminal, who had been repeatedly con- 
demned by the judgment of the emperors, (hould 
dare to infult the majefty of the laws, and info- 
iently ufurp the archiepifcOpal throne of Alex- 
andria, without expecting the orders of his fo- 
vereign. As a punifliment for the imaginary of- 
fence, he again banifiied Athanafius from the city ; 
and he was pleafed to fuppofe, that this aft of 
jullice would be highly agreeable to his pious fub- 
jefts. The preffing felicitations of the people 
foon convinced him, that the majority of the 
Alexandrians were Chriftiahs; and that the greated 
part of the Chriftians were firmly attached to the 
caufe of their opprefled primate. But the know- 
ledge of their fentiments, inftead of perfuading 
him to recall his decree, provoked him to extend 
to all Egypt the term of the exile of Athanafius. 
The zeal of the multitude rendered Julian (till 
more inexorable : he was alarmed by the danger 
of leaving at the head of a tumultuous city, a 
daring and popular leader ; and the language of 
bis refentment difcovers the opinion which he 
entertained of (he courage and abilities of Atba- 
pafius. The execution of the fentence was ftil! 
K 3 delayed^ 
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c H A P. delayed, by the caution or negligence of Ecdicius^ 
praefeft of Egypt, who was at length awakened from 
his lethargy by a fevere reprimand. " Though 
•* you negleft," fays Julian, " to write to me on 
" any other fubjeft,' at lead it is your duty to in- 
** form me of your conduft towards Athanafius, 
** the enemy of the gods. My intentions have 
" been long fince communicated to you. I 
** fwear by the great Serapis, that unlefs, on 
•* the calends of December, Athanafius has de- 
•* parted from Alexandria, nay from Egypt, the 
" officers of your government (hall pay a fine of 
*' one hundred pounds of gold. You know my 
•* temper : I am flow to condemn, but I am dill 
" flower to forgive.'* This epiftle was enforced 
by a fliort poftfcript, written with the emperor's 
own hand. " The contempt that is (hewn for 
•* all the gods fills me with grief and indignation. 
** There is nothing that I ftiould fee, nothing 
" that I fliould hear, with more pleafure, than the 
^* expulfion of Athanafius from all Egypt. The 
" abominable wretch ! Under my reign, the bap- 
** tifm of feveral Grecian ladies of the higheft 
" rank has been the eflfeft of his perfecutions '"/' 
The death of Athanafius Avas not exprefsly com- 
manded ; but the praefeft of Egypt underitood, that 
it was fafer for him to exceed, than to negleft, 
the orders of an irritated mafter. . The archbiftiop 
prudently retired to the monafteries of the Defert : 

■^' Tov fjuxfoff Of FToX/Ltiia-fv EXxWftf, it e^, ymcunxq rsn ewi- 
ffmfAm ^AXTio-cu ^kw^ 1 have preierved the ambiguous fcufc of 
the iaft word, the ambiguity of a tyrant who wiflicd to find, or to 
create, guilt. 

eluded. 
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eluded, with his ufual dexterity, the fnares of the ^ xxhl** 
enemy ; and lived to triumph over the afhes of a '^-^^t'^'^ 
prince, who, in words of formidable import, had 
declared his with that the whole venom of the Ga- 
lilaean fchool were contained in the (ingle perfon 
of Athanafius ***. . ^ 

I have endeavoured faithfully to reprefent the Zeii and 
artful fyftem by which Julian propofed to obtain i^nwc^ 
the eflPects, without incurring the guilt, or re- theCbrift. 
proach, of perfecution. But if the deadly fpirit '*"** 
of fanaticifm perverted the heart and underftand- 
ing of a virtuous prince, it muft, at the fame 
time, be confeifed, that the real fuflferings of 
the Chriftians were inflamed zAd magnified by 
human paflions and religious enthuliafm. The 
meeknefs and refignation which had diftinguiflied 
the primitive difciples of the gofpel, was the 
obje£l of the applaufe, rather than of the imi- 
tation, of their fucceflTors. The Chriftians, who 
had now poflfefTed above forty years the civil 
and ecclefiaftical government of the empire, had 
contraded the infolent vices of profperity *'% and 
the habit of believing that the faints alone were 
entitled to reign over the earth. As foon as the ^ 

>}4 The three £piftlea of Julian, which explain his intentions 
and conduA with regard to Athanafius, ihonld be difpofed in the 
following chronological order, xxvi, x, vt. See likcwife Greg. 
Nazianzen, xxi. p. 393. Sozomen, 1. v. c, 15. Socrates, !• iii. 
c. 14. Theodoret, I. iii. c. 9. and Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. 
torn. viii. p. 361 — 368, who h^s ufed fome materials prepared by 
the BoUandifts. 

*i5 See the fair confeflion of Gregory (Orat.iii. p. 61, €%.)* 

K 4 enmity 
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c H A t». cnmify of Julian deprived the dlergy of the privi- 
V— .^--il/ leges \vhich had been conferred by the favour of 
Conftantine, they complained of the moft cruel 
oppreffion ; and the free toleration of idolaters 
and heretics was a fubjefl of grief and fcandal 
to the orthodox party "*. 1 he afts of violence, 
which were no longer countenanced by the magi- 
ftrates, were (till committed by the zeal of the 
people. At Peffinus, the altar of Cybele was over- 
turned almoll in the prefence of the emperor; 
and in the city of Casfarea in Cappadocia, the 
temple of Fortune, the fole place of worfhip which 
had been left to the Pagans, was deftroyed by the 
rage of a popular tumult. On thefe occafions, a 
prince, who felt for the honour of the gods, was 
not difpofed to interrupt the courfe of juftice ; and 
his mind was fti(l more deeply cxafperated, when 
he found, that the fanatics, who had deferved and 
fuffered the punifhment of incendiaries, were re- 
warded with the honours of martyrdom '". The 
Chriftian fubjefts of Julian were aflured of the 
hoftile defigns of their fovereign ; and, to their 
, jealous apprehenfion, every circumftance of his go- 
vernment might afford fome grounds of difcontent 

U^ Hear the furious and abfurd complaint of Optatus (de Scbif. 
mat. Donatift. 1. ii. c. x6, 17.). 

»J7.Greg. Nazianzen, Orat. iii. p. 91. iv. p. i^^. He praifes the 
rioters of Caefaiea, Ttn'cii' ii ruy /u.iya^o^x'y xod dt^fjLuiv e»; EvtrsfiuaTh 
See Soiomcn^ 1. v. 4, n, Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. 
P» ^A9* ^5^0 owns that their behaviour was not, dans I'ordre com- 
muii J but he is perfeaiy faiisfietl, as the great St, Bafil always cele- 
brated the fcftival of thefe blefled martyrs, 

and 
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and fufpicion. In the ordinary admmiftration of ^JtA*** 
the laws, the Chriftians, who formed fo large a ^^ * ^— ^ 
part of the people, mufl frequently be condemn- 
ed: but their indulgent brethren, without exa- 
mining the merits of the caufe, prefumed their 
innocence, allowed their claims, and imputed the 
feverity of their judge to the partial malice of reli- 
gious perfecuiion "*. Thefe prefent hardfliips, in- 
tolerable as they might appear, were reprefented 
as a (light prelude of the impending calamities* 
The Chriftians confidered Julian as a cruel and 
crafty tyrant ; who fufpeuded the execution of his 
revenge, till he (hould return vidorious from the 
Ferfian war. They expeded, that as foon as he 
had triumphed over the foreign enemies of Rome^ 
he would lay afide the irkfome ma(k of diffimu- 
lation ; that the amphitheatres would ftream with 
the blood of hermits and bi(bops; and that the 
Chridians, who flill perfevered in the profeffion of 
the faith, would be deprived of the common benefits 
of nature and fociety '**". Every calumny '^^^ that 

1)' Julian determined a law-fuit againft the new Chriftian city it 
Maiuma, the port of Gaza $ and his fentence, though it might be 
imputed to bigotry, was never reverfed by his fucceflbrt, Sozo- 
men, l.'v. c. %. Reland. Paleftin. torn. ii. p. 791. 

■19 Gregory (Orar. iii. p. 93, 94., 95. Orat. iv. p. 114.) pre- 
tends to fpeak' from the information of Jultan*a confidentt» whom 
Orofius (vii. 30.) could not have feen. 

140 Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 91.) charges the Apoilate with fecret 
facrifices of boys and girls i and pofitively affirms, that the dead 
bedies were thrown into the Orontes. See Theodoret, 1. iii« c. s^t 
17, ; and the equivocal candour of the Abbe de la Bteterie, Vie de 
Julieii» p. 551, 35a* Yet eoKtmporary m^Uce could not tmptite to 
Julian the troops of martyrs, more efpeciatly in the Weft, which 
Baronius fo greedily fwallows, and Tillemoet fo faintly rejeflt 
(Mem. Ecclcf. tois. vii. p. 1^95^1 3 15* )• 

could 
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CHAP, could wound the reputation of the Apoftate, was 
creduloufly embraced by the fears and hatred of 
his adverfaries ; and their indifcreet clamours pro* 
voked the temper of a fovereignj whom it was 
their duty to refpeft, and their intereft to flatter. 
They ftill protefted, that prayers and tears were 
their only weapons againft the impious tyrant, 
whofe head they devoted to the juftice of offended 
Heaven. But they infinuated, with fullen refolu- 
tion, that their fubmiffion was no longer the ef- 
fect of weaknefs ; and that, in the imperfe£t ftate 
of human virtue, the patience, which is founded 
on principle, may be exhaufted by perfecution. It 
is impolTible to determine how far the zeal of Julian 
would have prevailed over his good fenfe and hu- 
manity : but, if we ferioufly refleft on the ftrengih 
and fpirit of the church, we ftiall be convinced, 
that, before the emperor could have exringuiflied 
the" religion ofChrift, he muft have involved his 
country in the horrors of a civil war '*'. 

•4' The reftgnation of Gregory is truly editying (Ornt. iv. p. 125, 
124..)« ^^^ when an officer of Julian attempted to feizc the church 
of Naztanzus, he would have loft his life, it he had not yielded to 
the zeal of the bifliop and people (Orat. xiit. p. 30S ). See th^ re- 
flections of ChryfuRom, as they aic alleged by lillemont (Mem. 
EccleT. torn. vii. p. 575.)' 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

keftdence of yulian at Antioch. — His fuccefsful Ex^ 
pedition again/i the Perjians. — Pqffage of the 
Tigris. — The Retreat and Death of yuliat^.^^ 
Eleilion bf fovian. — He faves the Roman Army 
by a difgraceful Treaty. 

npHE philofophical fable which Julian com- chap. 
•*- pofed under the name of the Caesars*, *^*1[;^ 
is one of the moil agreeable and inflruftive pro- The c«- 
duftions of ancient wit*. During the freedom n^n,^'^''"' 
and equality of the days of the Saturnalia, Ro- 
mulus prepared a feaft for the deities of Olym- 
pus, who had adopted * him as a worthy affociate, 
and for the Roman princes, /who had reigned 
over his martial people, and the vanquifhed na- 
tions of the earth. The immortals were placed 
in juft order on their thrones of ftate, and the 
table of the Caefars was Ipread below the Moon, 

' See this fable or fatire, p. 3o6-*336. of the Lei p(ig edition of 
Julianas works. The French verfion of the learned Ezckiel Span- 
lieim (Paris, 16S3.) is coarfe, languid, and corre^ ; and his notes, 
proofs, iliuHrations, &c. are piled on each other til) they form a 
mafs of %%•) clofe-printcd quarto pages. Tbe Abbe de la Bleterie 
(Vie de ]ovien, torn. i. p. 24.1 — 393.) has more happily exprelfed 
tlie Ipirit, as wet 1 as tbe fenfe,. of tbe o/iginal, which be iliuftratet 
with ioine concife and curious notes. 

* Spanheim (in his preface) has mod learnedly difcuiTed the ety- 
mology, origin, refembbnce, and difagrcrmeut of the Greek/tf/jFri, 
a dramatic piece, which was a£)ed atter the tragedy ; and the Liiiin 
laiirti (from datura) a mifetlUnewi compofition, either in profe or. 
vcrfe. But the Cclars ot Julian are of fuch an original cafl, that 
the critic is perplexed to which clafs he fhould afcribe them. 

A in 
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^xxiv^' in the upper region of the air. The tyrants, 
who would have difgraced the fociety of gods 
and men, were thrown headlong, by the inex- 
orable Nemefis, into the Tartarean abyfs. The 
reft of the Caefars fucceffively advanced to their 
feats ; and, as they paffed, the vices, the defefls, 
the blemilhes of their refpeftive charafters, were 
malicioufly noticed by old Silenus, a laughing 
moralift, who difguifed the wifdom of a philofo- 
pher under the mafk of a Bacchanal '. As foon 
as the feaft was ended, the voice of Mercury 
proclaimed the will of Jupiter, that a celeftial 
crown ihould be the reward of fuperior merit. 
Julius Casfar, Auguftus, Trajan, and Marcus 
Antoninus, were feleded as the mofl illuftrious 
candidates; the effeminate Conflantine^ was not 
excluded from this honourable competition, and 
the great Alexander was invited to difpute the 
prize of glory with the Roman heroes. Each 
of the candidates was allowed to difplay the merit 
of his own exploits; but, in the judgment of 
the gods, the modeft filence of Marcus pleaded 
more powerfully than the elaborate orations of 
his haughty rivals. When the Judges of this 
awful conteft proceeded to examine the heart, 
and to fcrutinize the fprings of adion; the fu- 
periority of the Imperial Stoic appeared ftiU 

S This mixed chara6ler of Silenus i.s fine})' pairteti in the Hxth 
eclogue of Virgil. 

4 Every impartial reader muft perceive and condemn the partiili- 
ty of Julian ag^iinf^ his uncle Conftantine, and the Chriftian religion. 
On this occafion, the 'interpreters are compelltd, hy a more Ttcred 
intereft, to renounce their allegianccj and to deftrt the caufe of their 
author* 
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more decifive and confpicuous '. Alexander and ^ J^/^f* 

Cxfar, Auguftus, Trajan, and Conftantine, ac- >^— ->^-^i>^ 
knowledged with a blufb, that fame, or power, 
or pleafure, had been the important objed of 
their labours: but the gods themfelves beheld, 
with reverence and love, a virtuous mortal, who 
had pradifed on the. throne the l^flbns of phlto* 
fophj; and who, in a ftate of human imperfec- 
tion, had afpired to imitate the moral attributes 
of the Deity. The value of this agreeable com- 
pofition (the Caefars of Julian) is enhanced by 
the rank of the author. A prince, who deline- 
ates with freedom the vices and virtues of his 
predeceiTors, fubfcribes, in every line, the cen* 
Aire or approbation of his own conduct. 

In the cool moments of refledion, Julian pre- He re* 
ferred the ufeful and benevolent virtues of An- march ?- 
toninus : but his ambitious fpirit was inflamed g^in^ ^^ 
by the glory of Alexander; and he folicited, a^.d^sV*^ 
with equal ardour, the cdeem of the wife, and 
the applaufe of the multitude. In the feafon of 
life, when the powers of the mind and body en- 
joy the mod adive vigour, the emperor, who 
was inftruded by the experience, and animated 
by the fuccefs, of the German war, refolved to 
fignalize his reign by fome more fplendid and 
memorable atchievement. The ambafladors of 

5 Julian was fecretly inclined to prefer ^ Greek to a Roman* Bat 
when he fe iou(ly compared a hero with a phHofopher, he was fen* 
^ble that mankind had much greater ohligatioas tp Socrates than to 
ilUxiMider (Orat, ad TheiniUiuoif p« 164.. )• 

the 
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c H A P. the Eaft, from the continent of India, and the 
*^^^' ifleof Ceylon", had refpeafully faluted the Ro- 
man purple ^ The nations of the Weft eftecmed 
and dreaded the perfonal virtues of Julian, both 
in. peace and war. He defpifed the trophies of 
a Gothic victory ', and was fatisfied that the ra- 
pacious Barbarians of the Danube would be re- 
ftrained fcom any future violation of the faith of 
treaties, by the terror of his name, and the ad- 
ditions^! fortifications with which he ftrengthened 
the Thradan and Illyrian frontiers. The fuc- 
ceffor of Cyrus and Artaxerxes was the only rival 
whom he deemed worthy of his arms; and he 
Tefolved, by the final conqueft of Perfia, to 
chaftife the haughty nation, which had fo long 

^ Inde nationibus IncUcis certatim cum donis optimates mitten- 
tibus . . • ab tifque Divis et SertnJhnt* Ammian. zx. 7. This 
HIandy to which the names of TaprobaiMy Serendib, and Ceylon, 
have been fuccefllively applied, manifest how imperfeAly the Teas 
and lands to the eaft of cape Como'rin were known to the Rooiaos. 
X. Under the reign of Claudius, a freedman, who farmed the cuf- 
toms of the Red Sea, was accidentally driven, by the winds upon 
this flrange and undii'covered coaft s he converfed fix months with 
the natives ; and the king of Ceylon, who heard, for the firft time, 
of the power and juftice of Rome, was |)erruaded to fend an embaiTy 
to the emperor (Plin. Hifl. Nat, vi. 14.J. ». The geographers (and 
even Ptolemy) have magnified, above fifteen times, the real (ize of 
this new world, which they extended as tar as the equator, and the 
neighbourhood of China. 

7 Thefe embaflies had been fenr to Conftantius. Ammianus, wha 
unwarily deviates into giofs flattery, mufl have forgotten the length 
of the way, and the fhort duration of the reign of Julian. 

' Gothos faepe fallaces et perfidos ; hoties quaerere fe meliores 
aiehati illis enim fufficere mercatores Galatas per quos ubique fine 
conditionis difcrimine vcnumdantur. Within lefs than fifteen years, 
thefe Gothic flares threatened and fubdued their roaftert. 

refifted 
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refifted and infulted the majefty of Rome '. A« c h a p. 

XXJV. 

foon as the Perfian monarch was informed that v 
the throne of Conftantius was filled by a prince 
of a very different character, he condefcended to 
make fomc artful, or perhaps fincere, overtures, 
towards a negociation of peace. But the pride 
of Sapor was aftoniflied by the firmnefs of Ju- 
lian ; who fternly declared, that he would never 
confent to bold a peaceful conference among the 
flames and ruins of the cities of Mefopotamia; 
and who added, with a fmile of contempt, that 
it was needlefs to treat by ambafladors, as he 
himfelf had determined to vifit fpeedily the court 
of Perfia. The impatience of the emperor urged 
the diligence of the military preparations. The 
generals were named ; a formidable army was 
deftined for this important fervice; and Julian^ 
marching from Conftantinople through the pro- 
vinces of Afia Minor, arrived at Antioch about 
eight months after the death of his predeceffor. 
His ardent defire to march into the heart of 
Perfia, was checked by the indifpenfable duty 
of regulating the ftate of the empire; by his 
zeal to revive the worfliip of the gods ; and by 
the advice of his wifeft friends; who reprefented 
the neceffity of allowing the falutary interval of 
winter-quarters, to reftore the exhaufted ftrength 

9 Alexander reminds ht9 rival C«far, who depreciated the famt 
and merit of an Afiatic viaory, that Craflfus and Antony had felt th« 
Perfian arrows j and that the Romans, in a war of three hundred 
years, bad not yet fuhdued the fingle province of Meiopotaniia or 
Affyria (Carfares, p. 314. )• 

of 
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^ " A p. of ^he legions of Gaul, and the difcipline and 
S--N-W fpirit of the Eaftem troops. Julian was per- 
SXm f«aded to fix, till the enfuing fpring, his refi- 
Conftanti- dende at Antioch, among a people malicioufly 
Antroch, difpofed to deride the hafte, and to cenfure the 
Anguft. delays, of their fovereign *^ 
Licentious If Julian had flattered himfelf, that his per- 
rAlw^o. fo^^^l connexion with the capital of the Eaft 
picofAn* ^ould be produflive of mutual fatisfadion to 
the prince and people, he made a very falfe 
eftimate of his own character, and of the manners 
of Antioch". The warmth of the climate dif- 
pofed the natives to the moft intemperate en- 
joyment of tranquillity and opulence; and the 
lively licentioufnefs of the Greeks was blended 
with the hereditary foftnefs of the Syrians. Fa- 
shion was the only law, pleafure the only pur- 
fuit, and the fplendour of drefs and furniture 
was the only diftinflion of the citizens of An* 
tioch. The arts of luxury were honoured ; the 
ferious and manly virtues were the fubjeft of 
ridicule; and the contempt for female modefty 
and reverent age, announced the univerfal cor- 
ruption of the capital of the Eaft, The love of 
fpedacles was the tafte, or rather paflion, of the 
Syrians: the moft Ikilful artifts were procured 

>o The defign of the Perdan war is decUrcd by Aminianus (xxii. 
7. It.), Libanius (Oqit. Parent, c. 79, 80. p. 305, 306.), Zofidius 
(1. iii. p. 15S.), aod Socrates (1. iii. c. 19 )• 

" The Satire of Julian, and the Homilies of St. Cbryroftom, ex- 
hibit the fame pi^ure of Antioch. The ntiniatuie which the Abhe 
de la fi letcrie has copied from thence (Vie dc Julien^ p. 33a*)* '* 
elegant and corre^. 

from 
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from the adjacent cities'*; a confiderable (hare ^xxtv^* 
of the revenue was devoted to the public amufe- 
ments; and the magnificence of the games of 
the theatre and circus was coniidered as the hap- 
pinefs, and as the glory, of Antioch. The ruftic 
manners of a prince who difdained fuch glory ^ 
and was infenfible of fuch happinefs, foon dif- 
gufted the delicacy of his fubjefts j and the ef- 
feminate Orientals could neither imitate, nor 
admire, the fevere fimplicity which Julian always 
maintained, and fometimes affeded. The days 
of feflivity, confecrated by ancient cuftom to 
the honour of the gods, were the only occafions 
in which Julian relaxed his philofophic feverity; 
and thofe feftivals were the only days in which 
the Syrians of Antioch could rejeft the allure- 
ments of pleafure. The majority of the people 
fupported the glory of the Chriftian name, which 
had been firft invented by their anceftors *' ; they 
contented themfelves with difobeying the moral 
precepts, but they were fcrupuloufly attached to 
the fpeculative do&rines, of their religion. The 
church of Antioch was diftrafted by herefy and 
fchifm ; but the x^rians and the Athanafians, the 



'* Laodicea furnlfhed charioteers ; Tyre and Berytus, come. 
^ians; Csefarea, pantomimes; Heliopolis, fingers; G&za, gladi- 
>tors ; Afcalon, wreftlers ; and Caftabala, rope-dancers. See the 
Fxpofitio totius Mundi^ p. 6. in the third tome of Hudfon's Minor 
Geographers. 

•I X^irw it wyefjTWffigf i;^m voXuiXM am ttt Awf. The people of 
Antioch ingeniouQy profefl'ed their attachment to the On (Chrili), 
ud the K0ffM (Conftantius). Julian io MiA>pogoii9 p. 357. 

Vol. IV. L followert 
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followers of Meletius and thofe 'of Faulinus '\ 
were aftuated by the fame pious haired of their 
common adverfary. 

The ftrongeft prejudice was entertained againft 
the charader of zn apoftate, the enemy and fuc- 
ceflbr of a prince who had engaged the affeflions 
of a very numerous feft; and the removal of 
St. Baby las excited an implacable oppofition to 
the perfon of Julian. His fubjefts complained, 
with fuperftitious indignation, that famine had 
purfued the emperor's fteps from Conftantinople 
to Antioch ; and the difcontent of a hungry 
people was exafperated by the injudicious at- 
tempt to relieve their diftrefs. The -Tncleraency 
of the feafon had aftefted the harvefts of Syria ; 
and the price of bread *', in the markets of An- 
tioch, had naturally rifen in proportion to the 
fcarcity of corn. But the fair and reafonable 
proportion was foon violated by the rapacious 

■* The fchifm of Antioch, which bfted eighty- five years (A.D. 
330 — 4x5. )t was inflamed^ while JuIImi refided in that city, by the 
iiidifcreet ordination of Faulinus. Ste Tilleinont, Mem, Ecci*^ 
torn. vii. p. 803. of the quarto edition (Paris, i/axy &c.)» which 
henceforward I (hail quote* 

15 Julian (Utes three different proportions of five, ten, or fifteen 
me.-iii of wheat, for one piece of golJ, according to the degrees of 
piciity and fcarcity (in Mifopogon, p. 369.). From tnis fafl, and 
from fome collateral examples, I conclude, thnt under the fuc- 
celTcrs of Conftantine, the modtr-itr price of wheat w;is ahout thirty- 
two fliiliings the Englifli quarter, which is equal to the average price 
«f the fix Yy -four (ir(V years of the prefent century. See Arbuthnut*s 
Tablet of Coins, Weights, and Meafures, p. 88, 89. Plin. Hi.K 
Natur. xviii. f«. Mem. de PAcadcmie des Infcriptions, toin.xxTiii. 
p. 718—711. Smith's Inquiry into the Nature and Caufes of the 
Wealth of Nations, vol. i. p. 946. This lift I am proud to quou*, 
as the work of a fage and a friend. 

arts 
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arts of monopoly. In this unequal contcft, in ^3^.^^* 
which the produce of the land is claimed by one 
party, as his exclufive property ; is iifed by an* 
other as a lucrative objeift of trade i and is re« 
quired by a third, for the daily and neceffary 
fapport of life; all the profitj> of the interme- 
diate agents are accumulated on the head of the 
defencelefs confumers. The hardfhips of their 
fituation were exaggerated and increafed by their 
own impatience and anxiety ; arid the apprchen- 
fion of a fcarcity gradually produced the appear- 
ances of a famine. When the luxurious citizens 
of Antioch complained of the high price of poul- 
try and fi(h, Julian publicly declared, that a 
frugal city ought to be fatisfied with a regular 
fupply of wine, oil, and bread ; but he acknow- 
ledged, that it was the duty of a fovereign to 
provide for the fubfiftence of his people. WitK 
this falutary view, the emperor ventured on a 
very dangerous and doubtful ft^p, of fixing, by 
legal authority, the value of corn. He enaAed, 
that, in a time of fcarcity, it fhould be fold at a 
price which had feldom been known in the moft 
plentiful years } and that his own example might 
ftrengthen his laws, he fent into the market four 
hundred and twenty-two thoufand modii^ or mea- 
fures, which were drawn by his order from the 
granaries of Hierapolis, of Chalcis, and even of 
Egypt. The cbnfequeAces might have been 
forefeen^ and were foon felt. The Imperial 
wheat was purchafed by the rich merchants ; the 
proprietors of land, or of corn, withheld from 
L 2 the 
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the city the accuftomed fupply; and the fmall 
quantities that appeared in the market were fe- 
cretly fold at an advanced and illegal price. Ju- 
lian dill continued to 'applaud his own policy, 
treated the complaints of the people as a vain 
and ungrateful murmur, and convinced Antioch 
that he had inherited the obftinacy, though not 
the cruelty, of his brother Gallus'*. The re- 
monftrances of the municipal fenate ferved only 
to^ exafperate his inflexible mind. He was per- 
fuaded, perhaps with truth, that the fenators of 
Antioch who poflcfled lands, or were concerned 
in trade, had thelnfelves contributed to the ca- 
lamities of their~ country ; and he imputed the 
difrefpeAful boldnefs :(vhich they affumed^ to the 
fenfe, not of public duty, but of private intereft. 
The whole body, confiding of two hundred of 
the mod noble and wealthy citizens^ were fent 
under a guard from the palace to the prifon; 
and though they were permitted, before the clofe 
of evening, to return to their refpeftive houfcs ", 
the emperor himfelf could not obtain the for- 
givenefs which he had fo eafily granted. The 
fame grievances were ftill the fubjeft of the fame 
complaints, which were induftrioufly circulated 
by the wit and levity of the Syrian Greeks. 

■^ Nunquam a propofito cleclinabat, Galli fimilis fratris, licrt 
incruenciia. Ammian. xxii. 14. The ignorance of the iDoft en- 
lightened princet may olaiin fome excufe | b«t we cannot be fatif- 
fitd with Julianas own defence (in Mifopogony p. 369, 369.), or the 1 
daborate apology of Libanioa (Drat. Parental, c. xcvit. p. 331.)- 

>7 Their ftiort and eafy confinement is gently touched by Libaniu& 
(Orat. Parental. c« xcviii. p. $%%$ 313.)* 

During 
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During the licentious days of the SaturnaHa, the. ^ " ^ **• 
ftreets of the city refounded with infolent fongs,, 'w-w^ 
which derided the laws, the religion, the per- 
fonal conduQ:, and even the beard^ of the empe- 
ror; and the fpirit of Antioch was manifefted 
by the connivance of the magiftrates, and the 
applaufe of the muhitude". The difciple of 
Socrates was too deeply aflfefted by thefe popular 
infults ; but the monarch, endowed with quick 
fenfibility, and poffeffed of abfolute power, re- 
fufed his paflions the gratification of revenge, 
A tyrant might have profcribed, without diftinc- 
tion, the lives and fortunes of the citizens of 
Antioch ; and the unwarlike Syrians mud . have 
patiently fubmitted to the luft, the rapacioufnefs, 
and the cruelty, of the faithful legions of Gaul. 
A milder fentence might have deprived the ca- 
pital of the £a(l of its honours and privileges; 
and the courtiers, perhaps the fubjeds, of Julian, 
would have applauded an ad of judice, which 
aflerted the dignity of the fupreme magiftrate of 
the republic *^. But inftead of abufmg, or ex- 
erting, the authority of the ftate, to revenge his 
perfonal injuries, Julian contented himfelf with juji'^n 
an inoffenfive mode of retaliation, which it would <^°'"?ofc« 

' a fatire 

againft 

'' Libanius (ad Antiochenot de Imperatoris ira, c. 17, iS, 19^ AoiiocB% 
is Fabricios, Bibliot. Grec. tonu vji. p. ati-^ai^.)* ^'^^ ^ ikiitul 
advocate, fevercly cenfurei the foliy of the people, who fufiercd foe 
the crime of a few obfcure and drunken wretches* 

'9 Libanius (ad Antiochen, c vii. p. fti3.) reminds Antio^ of 
the recent cha(iifement of Cael'arca i and even Julian (in Mifopogon, 
P* 355-) infinuates how fevercly TarcutuiQ bad expiateii the. infuU 
|o the Romaa ambafladoxi. 

1* 3 ^^ 
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CHAP, be in the power of few princes to employ. He 
had been infulted by fatires and libels; rn his 
turn he compofed, under the title of the Enemy 
of the Beardj an ironical confefljon of his own 
faults, and a fevere fatire of the licentious and 
effeminate manners of Antioch. This Imperial 
reply was publicly expofed before the gates of 
the palace ; and the Misopooon ^ ftilf remains 
a fingular monument of the refentment, the wit, 
the humanity, and the indifcretion, of Julian. 
Though he affeSed to laugh, he could not 
forgive *'• His contempt was expreffed, and 
his reyenge might be gratified, by the nomina- 
tion of a governor** worthy only of fuch fub- 
jeQs : and the emperor, for ever renouncing the 
ungrateful city, proclaimed his refolution to pafs 
the enfuing winter at Tarfus in Cilicia *\ 

*o On the fubjeA of the Mifopogon^ fee Ammiar.us (xxii. T4.)f 
Libaniut (Orat. Paren talis, c. xcix. p. 3»sO» Gregory Naiianzeii 
(Orat, iv. p. 133. )» ^^^ ^^^ Chronicle of Antioch, by John Malel^ 
(torn. ii. p, 15, i6.).' I have eflfential obligations to the tranflatioh 
and notes of the Abb^ de la Bleterie (Vie de Jovien, torn. ii. p. i-^ 
138.). 

91 Ammianus very juflly remarks, Coa^us didimolaFe pro tem- 
pore ir& fuQabatur interna. The elaborate irony of Julian at length 
burft^ forth into feriouit and dire^l tnve^^ive. 

** Ipfe ' autim Antiochiam egrefTiirus, Helioppliten quendam 
Alexandrum Syriacte juriAii^^ioni prd^fecit, turbukntum etfa^vumf 
dicebatque non ilium meruifTe, fed Antiochenlibus avaris et contu. 
ineliofis hujufmodi judicem convenire. Ammian. xxiii. «. Liba- 
pius (Epift. 7*». ' p. 34.6, 34.7. )» ^^o confefles to jufian himfflf, 
that he had (liared the general difcontcnt 5 pretends that Alexander 
was an ufeful, though harfh, reformer of the manners and religion of 
Antioch. 

M Julian, in Mifopogon, p. 364. Ammian. xxiii. t. and ValeHus 
«d loc. Libaniut, in a pcofeiTcd oration> invites him to leturn to his 
Toyil and penitent city of Antioch. 
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Yet Amioch poffeffed one citizen, whofe ge- ^^JL^' 
nius and virtues might atone^ in the opinion of ^^i-vw 
Julian, for the vice and folly of his country. Zj^^Li- 
The fophift Libanius was born in the capital i>anius. 
of the Eaft ; he publicly profeiTed the arts of 3i^^3^, 
rhetoric and declamation at Nice, Nicomedta» ^^' 
Conftantinople, Athens, and, during the remain^ 
der of his life, at Antioch. His fchool was 
alfiduoufly frequented by the Grecian youth ^ 
his difciples, who fometimes exceeded the num- 
ber of eighty, celebrated their incomparable 
mafter ; and the jealoufy of his rivals, who per- 
fecuted him from one city to another, confirmed 
the favourable opinbn which Libanius often<- 
tatioufly difpiayed of his fuperior merit. The 
preceptors of Julian bad extorted a rafli but 
folemn alTurance, that he would never attend the 
ledures of their adverfary : the curiofity of the 
royal youth was checked and inftapied : he fer 
aetly procured the writings ci this dangerous 
fopbift, and gradually furpafled^ ia the perfeft 
imitation of his ftyle, the mod laborious of his 
domeftic pupils *% Wheii Julian albended the 
throne, he declared bis impatience to embrace 
and reward the Syrian fophift^ who had pre^ 
ferved, in a degenerate age, the Grecian purity 
of tafte, of manners^ and of religion^ The 
emperor's prepoflcffion was increafed and jufliiied 
by the difcreet pride of his favourite. Inftead of 
preffing, with the foremoft of the crowd, into 

^4 £ibaniasj Orat. Parent, c.yii* p. a30| »a<» 

L4 the 
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CHAP, the palace of Conftantinople, Libanius calmly 
expefted his arrival at Antioch; withdrew from 
court on the firfl: fymptoms of colduefs and in- 
diflference ; required a formal invitation for each 
vifit; and taught bis fovereign an important 
lefibn, that he might command the obedience of 
a fubjeft, but that he muft deferve the attach- 
ment of a friend. The fophifts of every age, 
defpifrng, or affeding to defpife, the accidental 
diftindtions of birth and fortune*', referve their 
efteem for the fuperior qualities of the mind, 
with which they themfelves are fo plentifully 
endowed. Julian might difdain the- acclamations 
of a venal court, who adored the Imperial purple ; 
but he was deeply flattered by the praife, the 
admonition, the freedom, and the envy of an 
independent philofopher, who refufed his &- 
vours, loved his perfon, celebrated his fame, 
and protedled his memory. The voluminous 
writings of Libanius ftill exift ; for the mod 
part, they are the vam and idle compofitions of 
an orator, who cultivated the fcience of words ; 
the produdions of a reclufe ftudent, whofe 
mind, regardjefs of his contemporaries, was in- 
ceffantly fixed on the Trojan war, and the Athe- 
nian commonwealth. Yet the fophift of Antioch 
fometimes defcended from this imaginary eleva- 
tion; he entertained a various and elaborate 

*s Eunaplus reports, that Libanius refufed the honorary rank 
of Prxtorian praefeA, as icTs illnftrious than the title of Sophift (hi 
Vii. Sophift. p. 135.), The critics have obferved a fioiilar fenii* 
nent in one of the eptfiJes (xviii. edit. Wolf.) of Libanius him- 
felf. 

corre^ 
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correfpondence *^ ; he praifed the virtues of his ^^{V*** 

own times; he boldly arraigned the abufes of w^'-i^ 

public and private life; and he eloquently 

pleaded the caufe of Antioch againft the juft 

refentment of Julian and Theodofius. It is the 

common calamity of old age •^j to lofe whatever 

might have rendered it <Jefirable; but Libanius 

experienced the peculiar misfortune of furviving 

the religion and the fciences, to which he had 

confecrated his genius. The friend of JuKan 

was an indignant fpeftator of the triumph of 

Chriftianity; and his bigotry, which darkened 

the profpecl of the vifible world, did not infpirc 

Libanius with any lively hopes of celeftial glory 

and happinefs **. 

The martial impatience of Julian urged him March «f 
to take the field in the beginning of the fpring ; J"''J[" *^ 
and he difmifled, with contempt and reproach, phi aces, 
the fenate of Antioch, who accompanied the ^^^^^^ 

^ Near two thoufand of hi* lettert, a^ode of compofition in 
which Libanius was thought to exec], are it ill extant, aod already 
publi(hed. The critics may praife their fubtle and elegant brevity) 
yet Dr. Bentley (Diflfertation upon Phalaris, p. 4S7.) might juOly, 
though quaintly* obferTe, that *< you feel by the entptinei's and 
" deadnefs of them, that you cooverfe with fome drcaining pcdaot, 
*' wiih his elbow on his defk/* 

>7 His birih is afligned to the year 314. He mentions ths feventy* 
£xth year of his age XA, D, 390.)| and feems to allude to fonM 
events of a (till later date. 

*' Libanius has compofed die vain, prolix, but curious narrative 
of his own liff (torn. ii. p. 1—84. edit. Moieli.), of which Euna- 
pius (p. 1,30—135.) has left a concife and unfavourable account* 
Among the moderns, Tillemont (Hid. des Empereurs, torn. iv. 
p. 571 — 576.), Fabricius (Ribliot. Grzc. torn. vii. p. 376«-4i4*)» 
and Lardner (Heathen Teitimonics, torn. iv. p. 117— -i63*}i ^^^ 
illuftr:;tcd the charafler and writings of this famous fophift. 

emperor 
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CHAP- emperor beyond the limits of their own territory, 
^..^s'-w to which he was refolved never to return. After 
a laborious march of two days *% he halted on 
the third, at Bersea, or Aleppo, where he had 
the mortification of finding a fenate almoft en- 
^ tircly Chriftian; who received with cold and 

formal demonflrations of refped, the eloquent 
fernK)n of the apoflle of paganifm. The fon of 
one of the mod illuftrious citizens of Beraea, who 
liad embraced, either from intereft or confcience, 
the religion of the emperor, was difinherited by 
his angry parent. The father and the fon were 
invited to the Imperial table. Julian placing 
himfelf between them, attempted, without fuc- 
refs, to inculcate the leflfon and example of tole« 
ration; fupported, with affeded calmnefs, the 
indifcreet zeal of the aged Chriftian, who feemed 
to forget the fentiments of nature, and the duty 
of a fubjed ; and at length turning towards the 
afflifted youth, " Since you have loft a father,** 
faid he, ^* for my fake, it is incumbemt on me 
*' to fupply his place *^'^ The emperor was 
received in a manner much more agreeable to his 
wiihes at Batnss, ^ fm^U towii plestfaptlv (bated 

*9 From Antioch to Litarbe, on the territory of Chalcis, the road, 
over hills and through morafTei, was extremely bad j aad the loofe 
flones were cemented only with fand (Julian^ epid. XKvii.). Jt i$ 
fingolar enough, that the Romans Should have neglefled the grea^ 
communication between Antioch and the Euphrates;. See V^efleling. 
Itinerar. p. 190. Bergier* Hift. des Grands CberainS| toin. iu 
p. 100. 

3^ Julian alludes to this incident (epift. xxvii.), which is more 
diftinflly related by Theodoret (1. iii. c. as.). The intolerant fpint 
of the father is applauded by Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, 
torn. lY. p. 5340> ^^^ ^^^^ by Lx Bleterie (Vie de Julien, p. 413.)* 

m 
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Jn a grove of qrprcffcs, about twenty miles from chap. 
the city of Hierapolis. The folemn rites of fa* v«^/^ 
crificc were decently prepared by the inhabitr 
ants of Batnae, who feemed attached to the wor^ 
ihip of their tutelar deities, Apollo and Jupiter; 
but the ferious piety of Julian was offended by 
the tumult of their applaufe ; and he too clearly 
difcemed, that the fmoke which arofe from their 
altars was the inqenfe of flattery, rather than of 
devotion. The ancient and magnificent temple^ 
which had fandified, for fo many ages, the city 
of Hierapo)is ''9 no longer fubfifted^ and the 
confecrated wealth, which afforded a liberal 
piaintenance'to more than three hundred priefts, 
might haflen its downfaL Yet Julian enjoyed 
the fatjsb&ion of embracing a philofopher and a 
friend^ whofe religious firmnefs had withftood 
the preffing and repeated folicitations of Con« 
ftantius and Gallus, as often as thofe princes 
lodged at bis houfe, in their paffage through 
Hierapolis. In the hurry of military preparation^ 
;md the carel^s confidence of a ^miliar corre- 
ifpondence, the zeal of Julian appears to have 
been lively and uniform. He had now under- 
taken an important and difficult war ; and the 
anxiety of the event rendered him dill more 
attentive to obferve and rcgifter the moft trifling 
prefages, from which, according to the rules of 
divination, any knowledge of futurity could be 

f< See the curioot treatife de Desl Syrift, inferted among the workt 
of LacHm (torn. iii. p. 451— 490* edit. Reitz.). The fingnlar ap. 
]>ellation of Nimttvetus (Ammian. xiv. S.) might induce a fufpiciony 
|bat Uicnpolis had beea the royal feat of the Aflyrians. 

derived. 
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CHAP, derived **. He informed Libanius of his pro- 
V..-VW grefs as far as Hierapolis, by an elegant epiftle '% 
which difplays the facility of his genius, and his 
tender friendfliip for the fophift of Antioch. 
Hit defign Hierapolis, fituate almoft on the banks of the 
iog"pcr(ia. Euphrates '% had been appointed for the general 
rendezvous of the Roman troops, who imme- 
diately pafled the great river on a bridge of boats, 
which was previoufly conftruflted". If the in- 
clinations of Julian had been fimilar to thofe of 
his predecefTor, he might have wafted the a£tive 
and important feafon of the year in, the circus of 
Samofata, or in the churches of Edeifa. But as 
the warlike emperor, inftead of Conftantius, had 
chofen Alexander for his model, he advanced 
without delay to Carrhae '*, a very ancient city of 
Mefopotamia, at the diftance of fourfcore miles 
from Hierapolis. The temple of the Moon at- 
trafted the devotion of Julian ; but the halt of a 
few days was principally employed in completing 

3A Julian (cpift. xxviii.) kept a regular account of all ;the fortu-t 
nate omens ^ but he fupprenes the inaufpiciout Tignsy which Am^ 
mianus (xxiii. a.) has carefully recorded. 

SS Julians cpift* xxvii. p. 399—401. 

14 I take the earlieft opportunity of acknowledging my obliga^ 
tions to M. d^Anvilie, for his recent geography of the L^uphrates and 
Tigris (Paris, 1780, in 4to.} which particulary illuliratcs l^e expe* 
dition of Julian. 

55 There are three - palfages within a few miles of each others 
1. Zeugma, celebrated by the ancients; a. Bir, frequented by the 
moderns s and, 3. The bridge of Menbigz, or Hierapolis, at the 
diftance of four parafangs from the city. ^ 

56 Haran, or Carrbae, was the ancient refidence ofMie Sabaeans, 
and of Abraham. See the Index Geographicus of Schultens (ad 
calcem Vir. Saladin.}, a work from which I have obtained much 
Oriental knowledge, concerning the ancicDt and modern geography 
of Syria and the adjacent countries. - 

•8 the 
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the immenfe preparations of the Perfian war. ^Jj^.y^' 
The fecret of the expedition had hitherto re- ^^^^ v — -^ 
mained in his own bread ; but as Carrhae is the 
point of feparation of the two great roads, he 
could no longer conceal, whether it was his de- 
fign to attack the dominions of Sapor on the 
fide of the Tigris, or on that of the Euphrates. 
The emperor detached an army of thirty thou- 
fand men, under the command of his kinfman 
Procopius, and of Sebaftian, who ha4 been duke 
of Egypt. They were ordered to direft their 
march towards Nifibis, and to fecure the frontier 
from the defultory incurfions of the enemy, be- 
fore they attempted the paflage of the Tigris. 
Their fubfequent operations were left to the dif- 
cretion of the generals ; but Julian expefted, 
that after wafting with fire and fword the fertile 
diftrifts of Media and Adiabene, they might 
arrive under the walls of Ctefiphon about the 
fame time, that he himfelf, advancing with equal 
fteps along the banks of the Euphrates, ihould 
befiege the capital of the Perfian monarchy. The DJfaff<:c. , 
fuccefs of this well-concerted plan depended, in kiTgV 
a great meafure, on the powerful and ready Armenia, 
afljftance of the king of Armenia, who, with- 
out expofing the fafety of his own dominions, 
might detach an array of four thoufand horfe, 
and twenty thoufand foot, to the affiftance 
ef the Romans ^\ But the feeble Arfaces Ti- 

'7 Sfe Xenophon, Cyropoed. 1. iii. p. 189, edit. Hutchinfon, 
Artavii'dcs might have fiipplied Marc Antony with 16,000 horf^ 
armed and dUciplined after the PaiiUian mauner (Plutarch, in M. 
Antonio, torn. t. p. ii7*)' 



ranus. 
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^xxiv^* ranus", king of Armenia, had degenerated ftill 
more fhamefully than his father Chofroes, from the 
manly virtues of the great Tiridates; and as 
the pufillanimous monarch was averfe to any 
enterprife of danger and glory, he could dilguife 
his timid indolence by the more decent excufes 
of religion and gratitude. He expreflcd a pious 
attachment to the memory of Conftantius, from 
whofe hands he had received in marriage Olym- 
pias, the daughter of the pracfeft Ablavius ; and 
the alliance of a female, who had been educated 
as the deftined wife of the emperor Conftans, 
exalted the dignity of a Barbarian king '•. Ti- 
ranus profefled the Chriflian religion j he reigned 
over a nation of Chridians; and he was retrained, 
by every principle of confcience and intereft, 
from contributing to the vidory, which would 
confummate the ruin of the church. The alien- 
ated mind of Tiranus was exafperated by the 
indifcretion of Julian, who treated the king of 
Armenia as bis ilave, and as the enemy of the 
gods. The haughty and threatening ftyle of the 
Imperial mandates ^^ awakened the fecret indig- 



3" Mofes of Cborene (Hiflr. Armeniac, I. iii. c. ii. p. 9,4%,) 
fixes his accefllon (A.,D, 354.} to the 17th year of ConAantius. 

39 Aminian. xx. 11. Athanafius (tom. i. p. 856.) fays, in ge<» 
neral terms, that Conllantius gave his brorher*s widow tok /Sa^«poify. 
an exprcnTioD moie fuit^tble to a Roman than a Chriftian. 

40 Ammianus (xxiii. 2.) ufes a word much too ibft for the oc- 
cafion, oMucrat. Muratori (Fabriciiis, Bibitothec. Gr«c« torn. vii. 
p. 86.) has publiilied an epiiUe from Julian to the fatrap Arfaces ; 
fierce, vulgar, and (though it might deceive Sozomen, I. vi. c. 5.}^ 
mod probably fpurious. La hkterie (liifi. de Jovien> tom. ii* 
p. 33 9 tiandates and rejefls it* 

nation* 
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nation of a prince, who, in the humiliating ftate chap. 
of dependence, was dill confcious of his royal ^.^^^^^ 
defcent from the Arfacides, the lords of the Eaft, 
and the rivals of the Roman power. 

The military difpofitions of Julian were fkil- Military ' 
fully contrived to deceive the fpies, and to divert {-on^j/*' 
the attention, of Sapor. The legions appeared 
to direfl their march towards Nifibis and the 
Tigris. On a fudden they wheeled to the right ; 
traverfed the level and naked plain of Carrhsc; 
and reached, on the third day, the banks of the 
Euphrates, where the ftrong town of Nicepho- 
riura, or Callinicum, had been founded by the 
Macedonian kings. From thence the emperor 
purfued bis march, above ninety miles, along 
the winding ftream of the Euphrates, till, at 
length, about one month after his departure 
from Antioch, he difcovered the towers of Cir- 
cefium, the extreme limit of the Roman domi- 
nions. The army of Julian, the moft numerous 
that any of the Caefars had ever led againft Per- 
fia, confided of fixty-five thoufand efFeftive and 
well-difciplined foldiers. The veteran bands of 
cavalry and infantry, of Romans and Barbarians, 
had been felefted from the different provinces ; 
and a jufl pre-eminence of loyalty and valour 
was claimed by the hardy Gauls, who guarded 
the throne and pcrfon of their beloved prince. 
A formidable body of Scythian auxiliaries had 
been tranfported from another climate, and al- 
mofl: from another world, to invade a diftant 
country, of whofe name and fituation they were 
ignorant. The love of rapine and war allured 
7* to 
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CHAP, io the Imperial ftandard fcveral tribes of Sara- 



acxiv. 



cens, or roving Arabs, whofe fervice Julian had 
-commanded, while he fternly refufed the pay- 
ment of the acciiftomed fubfidies. The broad 
channel of the Euphrates *' ^as crowded by a 
fleet of eleven hundred fhips, deftined to attend 
the motions, and to fatisfy the ^ants of the 
Roman army. The military ftrength of the fleet 
was compofed of fifty armed gallies; and thefe 
were accompanied by an equal number of flat- 
bottomed boats, which might occafionally be 
connefted into the form of temporary bridges. 
The reft of the fliips, partly conftrufted of tim- 
ber, and partly covered with raw hides, were 
laden with an almofl: inexhauftible fupply of arms 
and engines, of utenfils and provifions. The 
vigilant humanity of Julian had embarked a very 
large magazine of vinegar and bifcuit for the 
ufe of the foldiers, but he prohibited the indul- 
gence of wine; and rigoroufly flopped a long 
firing of fuperfluous camels that attempted to 
follow the rear of the army. The river Cha- 
boras falls into the Euphrates at Circefium**; 

41 Latiflimum flumen Etvphraten aitabat. Amtnian. xxiii. 3. 
Somewhat higher, at the fords of Thapfacus, the rirer is four fta. 
dia, or 800 yards, almoft half an *Rnglifh mile broad (Xenophon 
Anabafis, 1. i. p. 41. edit. Hutchinfon, with Fol^er*8 Obfervationt, 
p. ^9, &c. in the sd* volume of Spelman*s tranflation). If the 
breadth of the Euphrates at Bir and Zeugma is no more than ijo 
yards (Voyages ,de Nicbuhr, torn. ii. p. 335.)» ^^* enormous 
difference muft chiefly arife from the depth of tlie channel. 

4» Monumentum tutiffimum et fabrc politum, cujus mania 
Abora (the Orienuls afpire Chaboras or Chabour) et Euphrates 
ambiunt fluminay velut fpatlum infulare fingentcs. Ammian. 
xxiii. 5* 

and 
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and as foon as the trumpet gave the fignal of c h a p^ 
march, the Romans paffed the Httle ftream which '.-->v'W 
feparated two mighty and hoftile empires. The £1*'^/'*" 
cuftom of andent difcipline required a military Perfianter. 
oration; and Julian embraced every opportunity Aprii^'th. 
of difplaying his eloquence. He animated the 
impatient and attentive legions by the example of 
the inflexible courage and glorious triumphs of 
their anceflors. He excited their refentment by 
a lively pifture of the infolence of the Perfians ; 
and he exhorted them to imitate his firm refo* 
lution, either to extirpate that perfidious nation, 
or to devote his life in the caufe of the republic* 
The eloquence of Julian was enforced by a do- 
native of one hundred and thirty pieces of filver 
to every foldier ; ^nd the bridge of the Chaboras 
was inftantly cut away^ to convince the troops 
that they mull place their hopes of fafety in the 
fuccefs of their arms. Yet the prudence of the 
emperor induced him to fecure a remote frontier, 
perpetually expofed to the inroads of the hoflile 
Arabs. A detachment of four thoufand men was 
left at Circefiuro, which completed, to the num- 
ber of ten thoufand, the regular garrifon of that 
important fortrefs ^\ 

From the moment that the Romans entered Hii mirth 
the enemy's country *♦, the country of an aftive Hefcrt of 

and Mefopo- 

tMiia* 

41 The enterpnfe and armament of Jotian are dercribed by him. 
fe)f (Epift. xxvii.). Ammianut MarcellinUs (xxiii. 3, 4, 5.), 
Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. loS, 109. p. 3J«, J330» Zofimuj (L iii. 
p. i6o« 16 1» i6t.), Soaomen (1. vi. €• i.jt and John Malela 
(torn, ii. p. »7.)» ' 

44 Before he en'tert Perfia, Ammianut copioufly (\ftcnhtt (xxni, 
(. p. 396—419, «dit. Groaof. in 410.) the eighteen great iiicnpiest 

Vou IV^ , M •«- 
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CHAP, and artful enemy, the order of march wa< dU? 



poled in three columns *\ The (Irength of the 
infantry, and confequently of the whole ^Ttny^ 
Wias placed in the centre, under the peqoliar comr 
mand of* their mafter- general Viftor, On th^ 
right^ the brave flevkta led a column of fweral 
legions along th^ banks, of the Euphrates, m^ 
^ahnoft always in lEigh^ of the fleet. The left 
jQank of the army was protected by the colymn 
of cavaify. Hormifdas and Arintbseus were ap« 
pointed ^ene];als of the hprfe ; and the lingular 
adventures of Hormifdas ** are not undeferving 
bif our notice, tit was ^ Ferfian prince,^ pf the 
royal race of the Saflanides, who, in the troubles 
pf the^ minority of l^appr, had efcaped from prifon 
to tKe bofpitable courf of the great Conftantine. 
liormifdas at firfl: excited the cprnp^on, and 
at! length a^uircd the.efteem, of;hw new maf^ 
ters y his valour and fidelity r^<;d fnv^ to the 
military honours of the Roipan fepryice,; and» 
though a CJhriftian, hq might indulge the. fecret 
fatisfaftion of convincing his ungrateful, coimjtryt 
that an op^r^ed fubje^ may prove the moft 
dangerous jeaemy. [ Such ,wais the difpofition of 
the three principal columns*. The .front, and 

or provinces (at far at the Senc|, or Chuiefe frooti^, w^^ 9tts 
fubjc^ to ttie SaiTahides. 

4» Ammianut (xxif. i.) and Zufimos (I. iii. p. i6x« 163.] have 
•ccurately exprefled the order of march. 

46 The adventures of Hormifdas are related vfith feme mixtvre of 
fkble (Zoiimus, i. ii. p. 100— los ^ Tillemont, Hift. det £mpe» 
reurs, torn. ir. p, 198.). It is almoft impofTible that he.fhoul4 he 
the brother (frater german'us) of an Mffl and /^mnm child 1 nor do 
I lecoilc^ that AintnianHs ever |l^ve»hiipthac \ltlfk, J.i 

• ' V - ••"' ^ flanks' 
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£ankft *f thp array were- cerered ,by Lucillianus ^SA.^* 
ynth a flying detachment of fifceea huadred light- 
armed foidiers, whofe adtve vigilance obferved 
die moft diftant figns^ and -conveyed the earlieft 
nodce, of any hoftile approach* Degalaiphiis, 
and Secundinus duke of Qirhoene^ conduced the 
uoops ef the rear-guard ; the baggage, fecurely, 
proceeded ita the intervals of the cokimnt ; and 
the ninks, from a motive either of ufe orofteii* 
tadoo, iMre formed in fuch open order, that the 
whole line of march extended almotl ten mile^. 
The ordinary poft of Julian was at the head of 
the centre column ; but as he pi^ferred the du« 
ties of a general to the ftate of a monarch, he 
rapidly moved, with a fmall efcort of 'light cat- 
valry, to the front, the rear, the flanks, wherever 
hb prefence could animate or protefl the march 
of die Romui army«< The couittry which they 
traveried from the Cbaberas ' to* the cultivated 
lands of Aflyria; may be confidered as a part of 
the defert of Arabia, a idryand- barren wafte^ 
which could never be improved by the moft 
powesful arts of 'human induftry, Julian marched 
over the Aide ground which liad been trod above 
feven hun4»€d years befbre by the footfteps of the 
younger Cyrus, and which is defcribed by ope 
of the companions pf his expedition, the fage and 
heroic Xenophon ♦'• " The country was a plain 

- 47 See the iiHt bbok of the Anabafit, P- 459*4^ • This pleafing 
^ork U otiginar iihd' siu^hentic. Yet Xenophon*8 memory^, perhaps 
many yeart aft^r the expedilion« hat fometiines' betrayed him ^ and the 
dfftances which he marki are often larger thancitber a ibldif^r or a 
fcographer wiU allow* 

Ma V through* 
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,tf4 THE DECaiNE AND FALL 

CHAP, w throughout, as even as the fca, and. full of 
V wormwood ; and if any other kind of flinibs 
^^ or reeds grew there, they had all an aromatic 
^^ fmell; but no trees; could be feen. Buftards- 
^^ and o/triches, antelopes and wild aiTes^ , ap» 
^' peared ^ be the only if^habitants of the defert ; 
^^ and the fatigues of the march were alleviated 
^* by the amu&ments of the cha<^e.'' The ioofe 
fand of the defert was frequently raifed by the 
wind into clouds of duft : and a great nnmbo' of 
the foldiers of Julian, with their tents, v^K fad- 
denly thrown to the ground by the violence of 
an unezpeded hurricane. 

Hisfuc- The landy plains of Mefopotamia «were aban« 

doned to the antelopes and wild aiTes of the 
defert ; but a variety of pojnilous towns and yil* 
lages were pleafimtly fituated on the banks of the 
Euphrates, and in the iflands which are occa- 
fionally. formed by that riven The city of An* 
nah, or Anatho^% the aftoal ^efidence of an 
Arabian Emir, i& compofed of two long ftreets, 
which indofe, within a. natural fortification, a 
fmall ifiand in the midft, and two fruitful fpots 
on either fide, of die Euphrates. The warlike 
inhabitants of Anatho fhewed a diQtofitioa to 

4*^ Mr. Spelmsn, tlw Englifli tmiiUtor of the Ambsfit (vol. i. 
p. 5i.)» confoundt tbe anulopc with the roe-bttck, and the wild ait 
with the zebnu 

49 See Voyaget de Tavoroier, ptrti. I. iii. p. 316. and mors 
efpecUlly Viaggi di Pietro delta Valle, lom. i. lett, xfii* p. 671, 
Sec. He w&s ignorant of the old name aad condition of Ann«h» 
Our blind travtllen fiUm poflcfs any previous knowledge of the 
co»ntri« which they vifit. Shaw and Touracfort deienri an boaovr* 
able exception. 

ftop 
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flop the march of a Roman emperor ; till they ^^^^^' 
were diverted from fuch fatal preTumption^ by the '^.^^^"'^ 
mild exhortations of prmce Hormifdas, and the 
approaching terrors of the fleet and army. They 
implored, and experienced, the clemency of 
Julian, who tranfplanted the people to an ad^ 
vantageons fettlement near Chalcis m Syria, 
and admitted . Pii£aett9, the governor, to an ho- 
nourable rank in his fervice and friendfbip* But 
the imj^egnable fortrefs of Thilotba could fcom 
the menace of a ftege; and the emperor was 
d)liged to content himfelf with an infulting pro- 
mife, that when he had fubdued the interior 
provinces of Periia^ Thilutha would no longer 
refuie to grace the triumph of the conqueror. \ 
The inhabitants of the open towns, unable to . 
refift, and unwilling to yield, fled with preci* 
jxtation^ and their houfes, filled with fpoil and 
provifions, were occupied by the foldiers of Ju- 
lian, who maflacred, without remorfe, and with- 
out punifliment, fome defencelefs women. Dur« 
ing the march, the Surenas, or Perfian general, 
and Malek Rodofaces, the renowned emir of the 
tribe of Gaflan '**, inceflanrly hovered round the 
army: every ftraggler was intercepted; every 
detachment was attacked; and the valiant Hor- 
mifdas efcaped with fome difBculty from their 

f* Famoii nominit latro, fays Ammianus $ an high encomium for 
10 Arab. The tribe of Gaflan had fettled on the edge of Syria, 
and retgned fome^me in Damafcut^ under a dynafty of thirty-one 
ktngtt or emirv from the lime of Pompey to that of the IChalif 
Omar. D*He'i1ic]ot, liibliotheque Orientale, p. 360. Pocock» 
Specimen Hift. Arabiot, p. 7|^7S. The Jianc of Rodofaeet doet 
not appear in the lift. ^ 

M3 hands. 
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.1 >?5i4r^-^&^^ fitvourable to 

•. v^y V. ^vtl^^jg^tibo^pf.. cafalry ; ^diwjien the Romans 

;.,,::/!;• -*2^§iii|d ^a^^^ the ruins 

,\.-vJr .-^^^^^1^^ hadtbeen cpnftrufted by the 

^ ardent k^ngs of^ AlTyrM,. to legure thfeir domi- 

*" ;'[,^JJ^*\^*¥is /roip the ;i^^^ of theJMedes. Thcfc 

^. ,, y r-^, prfilmjiaaties of^lje, exp^dition^^QfiJlilian appear 

^ %^- ^iUjve employed aWit JiJ^teen d^ysl; . and we may 

' V^ ' * compute uear three hundred miles^ from the for- 

^■f- 3^ .'V^t'-v. ti^f^ ot Drccfium lu the wall of Mateprada *'« 

'^^^ Vi%w-i:,)fli^j^^ i pi^o vliicf^*^ ^cif . Aflyria *% which 

ftjretcbe^l l>cyjuad the 1 i^ns, aff'fai' 'as the rnoun* 

tarns of .Media *^ cjSU^ndjitl^^l^i^'?-^^ hundred 

tiiHcs from the auciint wall of Maccpra^ta to 

the territory of 3afra, where the upited ftreams 

of the Euphrates and Tigris difcharge themfelves 

into the Perfian Gulf'*; The whole country 

5* See Ammianus (xxiv. i, s.), Libaniag (Orat« Parental, c. no, 
in. p. 3I4*)f 2oiimQ8 <1. iii. p. 164^168.)* 

.5« The deiicri|)tioi> of AfTyria it furmfhed .by Herodelm (1. i. 
c. 191, &c.} who foinctimes writes for children, and fofnetiincs for 
pbilofophers } by Strabo (I. xvi. p. 1070—108:^.), find by Ainnai- 
anus, (I. xxiii* o. 6.)« - The moft %iieful of the modern travellers are 
Tavemier (pan i* Lii. p. 2ji6— a^fi.). Otter (torn. 11. p« 35— ^9* 
and 189— 'sa^.), and Niebubr (torn. ii. p. 171— •sSS.). Yet I much 
regret that the Ir^Jt ^uBi of Abulfeda has not been tranflatecJ. 

51 Ammianui remarks, tliat t(ie primitife Aflyda,' wbkh con- 

prthended Ninus (Nineveh), and Arbela^ bad afTumeil the mure re. 

cent and peculiar appellation of Adiabenfc : and he frtms to fin Tt' 

redon, Vologefia, and Apollonia, as the txtrtm cities of the aAusl 

' province of Aflyria. 

S^ The two rivert uoite at Apamea, or Coma (on? hundred miles 
fr«p the Periian Gulf), into the broad ftream of the Pafitfgris, or 
8bat-ul-A£ab. The Euphrates formerly reached the Tea by a fepa^ 
rate channel, which was obftruAed and diverted by the citiiens of 
Orchoey aboiu twenty miles to the (butb-eaft of modern Bafra 
(d*AoviiIe, in the Memoiret de TAciul. des Infcriptions/tom. xxx. 
p. 170-1^1. )• 

'■ ' ' might 
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6f the ROMAN EMPIRli • 

in%nt have claimed the peculiar name of Mefo 

potamia ; as the two rivers, which are never 

more dif^ant than fifty, approach, between Bag-. 

<Jad and Babylon, within twenty-^five, qiiles of 

each other. A niultitude of artificial canalfi^. 

4ug without much labour in a foft and yielding 

foil, conneAed , the rivers, and interfered the 

plain of Aflyria. . The ufcs of thefe • artificial 

canals were various and important. They ferved 

to dlfcharge the . fuperfiuoqs vrs^tejs from one;. 

river into. the other^ at the f^foQ of their refpec«v 

^ve inundations. Subdividing themfelves into. 

fmaller and fmaller branches, they refreflied the; 

dry lands, an4 fupplied the deficiency of raio. 

They facilitated the intercourfe of peace and 

commerce } an.d as the dams could befpeedily 

broke down, they armed the defpair of ithe Afly- 

rians iwith the means of oppofing a fuddea de-- 

luge tp; the .progr^(s of. an -invading army* To^ 

the foil. find climate of Afiyria^ nature had denied 

fome of her choiceft gifts, the vine, the olive, 

and the. fig-tree; «but. the food r which fupports 

the- life of man, and particularly. wheat and bar« 

ley, ware produ^pd. vfith inexhauftible fertility; 

ajid the hufbandman, who committed his feed to- 

tbe.eatthj^was frequently rewarded with an in-- 

creafe of two, or even of three, hundred. The- 

f^cc: of the country was interfperfed with groves 

of innumerable palm-trees *' ; and the diligent 

natives celebrated, either in vcrfe or profe, the. 
i • 

y? The leafned Kjcmpfer, a? a b<jtauift, an aniiquary, and a tra#. 
velJer; has cxhaottcd (Amoenitat. ExottfaCj^fafcicuK iv.rp. ^^o-?*, 
761.) the Whol? fu*>jr {i oir pa Iin - 1 * ces . 

'' '\ ., M 4, three 
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,^ THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, three hundred and fixty ufes to which the trank, 
the branches, the leaves, the juice, and the 
fruit, were (kilfully applied. Several manufac* 
tures, efpecially thofe of leather and linen, em* 
ployed the induftry of a numerous people, and 
afforded valuable materials for foreign trade ; 
which appears, however, to have been conducted 
by the iiands of ilrangers. Babylon had been 
converted into a royal park ; but near the ruins 
of the ancient capital, new cities had fuccei&vely 
arifen, and the populoufuefs of the country was 
difplayed in the multitude of towns and villages, 
which were built of bricks, dried in the fun, and 
firongly cemented with bitumen ; the natural 
and peculiar production of the Babylonian foiU 
While the fucceffors of Cyrus reigned over Afia, 
the province of AiTyria alone maintained, during 
a third part of the year, the luxurious plenty of 
the table and houfehold of the Great King* 
Four confiderable villages were ailigned for the 
fubfiftence of his Indian dogs ; eight hundred 
ftallions, and (ixteen thoufand mares, were con* 
ftantly kept, at the expence of the country, for 
the royal ftables : and as the daily tribute, which 
was paid to the fatrap, amounted to one £ngli(h 
bufhel of filver, we may compute the annual 
revenue of Aifyria at more than twelve hundred 
thoufand pounds fterling '^ 

The 

56 AfTyria yielded to the Peifian fatnp. an Jirtaks of filv^r each 
day. The welUknown proportion of weights and oieafures (ice 
Bifliop Hoopcr't elaborate Inquiry)^ the fpeciiic gravity of water and 
iilver, and the value of that metal, will afford, after a ihort procefif 
the annual revenue which I have Aaltd. Yet the Grtat King re- 
ceived 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. i^ 

The fields of Aflyria were devt>ted by^ Julian cHap. 
to the calamities of war} and the philofopher .m^^^ 
retaliated on a guiltlefs pe<^Ie the ads of rapine. 5vir*rit"^ 
and cruelty, which had been committed by their A.i).^eu 
haughty mafter in the Roman province$. The ^^** 
trembling Aflyrians fummoned t|ie rivers to their 
ailiilance ; and completed, with their own handf» 
the ruin of their country. The roads were ren* 
ilered impradicable } a flood of waters wat 
poured into the camp ; and, during feveral days ^ 
the troops of Julian were obliged to commd. 
with the moft difcouraging hardfliips. But every 
obftacle was furmounted by the perfever^iqce of: 
the legionaries, who were inured to toil as well. 
as to danger, and who felt themfelves animated 
by the fpirit of their leader*. The damagis was 
gradually repaired ; the waters were reftored to. 
their proper channels; whole groves of palm- 
trees were cut down, and placed along the bro- 
ken parts of the road; and the army paflfed over 
the broad and deeper canals, on bridges of float- 
ing rafts, which were fupported by the help of 
bladders* Two cities of Aflyria prefumed to 
refift the arms of a Roman emperor : and they 
both paid the fevere penalty .of their rafhnefs. 
At. the diftance of fifty miles from the royal refi« sk^of 
dence of Ctefiphon, Perifabor, or Anbar, held ^«n^*^> 

cenrcd no more than looo Buboic, or Tynan, talents (i5t,ooot.) 
froco AlTyria* The comfMrifon of two paflaget in Herodotus (I. i. 
c. 19a. 1. iii. c. 19—96.) revciiU an important difference between tli* 
gnfif and the mt, revenue of Periia ; the funis pid by rhe province* 
. and the gold or filver depofited in t)ie royal treafure. The monarch 
might annually (avc three millions fix hundred thonfand pounds^, 
of the ieventccn or eighteen miiliont ratfed upon the^oplc4 

the 
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1711 THi^ toteCtmfe AND PALL^ 

ctt Ai»/ theUcdntt 'rank tn fhe' province: a city, Targe^ 
[k)pul6u8, tod well fortified, furrounded vnth a 
dobUe Wall, almbft' encompafled by a branch of 
flie £uplirate$, and defended by the valour of 
a ntmerouB garrifoa. The exhortations of fer- 
iliifdks *Mrere repiilled with contempt; and the 
aftrs of the Per^an prince were wounded by a 
jitft'retjrcdchv'that, (inmindlul of his royal birth, 
lie cohltfiiided ' an army of ftranger^ agarn,(l his 
kJhg' and country. The 'Af^^riahs maintained 
Uieh: loyalty 'by a ikJlfuI, as well as vigorous, 
ikfence ; till the lucky ftroke of a battering-ram. 
Having opened a^ large breach, by Ihattering one 
of the angled of the wall, they haftHy retired into 
me fortifications of the . interior citadel. The 
i^ldiers of Julian rtifhed impetuoufly iiilo .the 
town, and,^ after the full gratification of every 
military appetite, '^erifabor was reduced to aflies j 
and the engines which . aflfaulted the citadel were 
planted on <he ruins of the fmolfing. houfes.'. 
The coated wa$ continued by an jnceflTant and 
muti^al difcharge of miffile weapons ; and the 
fupe^'iority w^ich the Rom^s might derive from 
the mechanics^ VP'^^^ of their baliftsp and c^a- * 
pultae was co^intefbalan^ced by the advantage of 
the groun^ op 'the fide, of the befieged# But as 
foon as an JJelefolir had been conftrufted, which 
<^uld engage, on equal terms with 'the loftiefl- 
ramparts, the tremendous afpeft of a moving 
turret, that would leave no hope of refiftance or 
of mercy, terrified the defenders of the citadet 
into an humble fubmifHon ; and' rh^ place was ^ 
furrendered only two days after Julian Firft ap- 
peared 
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pearod uiider the waBs ofPerifabor. Two tHou- <?^a w 
land five hundred peribns, of both fexes^ the ^-^^^.^w 
feeble remnant of a flouriifaing people^ were petw 
mitted to retire: the plentifol magazines of 
com^ of arms, and of ffilendid furniture, were 
partly diftribr.ted amctag the troops, and partly 
referved for the ptibltc fervice : the MreleTs ftoref. 
were deftroye4 by fire, or thrown into the fiream: 
of the<£uphrate$ ^ and the fate of Amida was re*. 
venged by the total ruin of Perifalbor. ^ 

The city, or rather fortrefs, of Maogamalcha». ofMaogk 
which was defended by fixi^en large towers, il> "^^'^^ 
deep ditch^ afid two ftrong and folid walls of. 
brick and bitumen, appears to have been con* 
ibuded at the diftan<;e of eleven miles, as the 
fafegu^rd of ihe capitfeil of Berfia. The emperor,) 
apprebenfive of Ipaving fuch ^n important' fortrefa, 
in his reaf, immediately formed the fiege o£ 
Maogamalcha; and the Roman army was diftri*. 
buted,. for that purpofe, into three divifions^. 
Vidor, at the head of the cavalry, and of a de*; 
tachment of >heavy-«irined' foot, was ordered to" 
dear the cotinlry, as far as the banks of the Ti«i 
gris, and the fuborbs of Ctefiphpn, The con<-^ 
dfiGt of the attack was afiunled by Julian himfelf, 
who iceihed to place his whole dependence ia 
the military engines which he erected againft the. 
walls; while he fecretly contrived a more eifica-, 
ciou9 method of introducing his troops into the. 
heart of the city. Under the (fire£^ion of Ne*? 
vitta* and Dagalaiphuif, the trenches were opened; 
at a confiderabie diftance^. and. gradually pro^; 
longed as £eu: as the edge of the ditch*' The 

ditch 
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CHAF. ditch was fpeedily filled with earth j and, by the 
ioceflant labour of the troops^ a mine was car* 
lied under the foundations of the walls, and fuf* 
tained, at fufficient intervals, by props of tim* 
ben Three chofen cohorts, advancing in a lin- 
gle file, liiently explored the dark and danger- 
ous paflfage; till their intrepid leader whifpered 
back the intelligence, that he was ready to iffue 
from his confinement into the ftreets of the boftile 
city. JuUan checked their ardour, that he might 
enfure their fuccefs; and immediatdy diverted 
the attention of the gan ifon, by the tumult and 
clamour of a general aflault. The Perfians, who, 
from their walls, contemptuoufly beheld the pro* 
grefs of an impotent attack, celebrated, with 
fongs of triumph, the glory ol Sapor; and 
ventured to aflure the emperor, that he might 
afcend the ftarry manfion of Ormufd, before he 
could hope to take the impregnable city of Mao* 
gamalcha. The city was already taken. Hifto^y 
has recorded the name of a private fokfier, the 
iirft who afcended from the mine into a deferted 
tower. The paflage was widened by his com- 
panions, who prefled forwards with inq>atient 
valour. Fifteen hundred enemies were already 
in the mid ft of the city. The aftoniihed gar-% 
rifon abandoned the walls, and their only hope 
of fafety; the gates were inftantly burft open; 
and the revenge of the foldier, unlefs it were 
fnfpended by luft or avarice, was fatiated by an 
undiftinguiihing maflacre. The governor, ^ho 
bad yielded ou a promife of mercy, was burnt 

aUve 
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:Jive, a few ^ys afterwards, on a charge of hav- ^^|^'* 
bg uttered fome difrefpeAfuI words againft the 
honour of prince Hormifdas. The fortifications 
were razed to the ground; and not a veftige 
was * left, that the city of Maogamalcha had ever 
exifted« The neighbourhood of the capital of 
Perlia was adorned with three ftately palaces^ 
laboriouily enriched with every production that 
could gratify the luxury and pride of an Eaftem 
monarch. The pleafant fituation of the gardens 
along the banks of the Tigris, was itnproved, 
according to the Perfian tade, by the fymmetry 
of flowers, fountains, and (hady walks : and fpa- 
cious parks were inclofed for the reception of the 
bears, lions, and wild boars, which were main*, 
tsuned at a cbnfiderable expence for the pleafure 
of the royal chace. The park- walls were brotee 
down, the &vage game was abandoned to the daAl 
of the fddiers, and the palaces of Sapor wei% 
teduted to aflies, by the command of the Romaic 
emperor. Julian, on this occaiiim, (hewed hin^ 
felf ignorant, or carelefs, of the laws of civility, 
which the prudence and refinement of polifhed 
ages have eftablilhed between hoftile princes^ 
Tet thefe wanton ravages need not excite in our 
breafh any vehement emotions of pity or refent- 
ment. A fimple, naked ftatue, finifhed by the 
liand of a Grecian artift, is of more genuine value 
than all thefe rude and coflly monuments of 
Barbaric labour: and, if we are more deeply 
affeded by the rmn of a palace, than by the con« 
flagration of a cottage, our humanity mud have 
^ II formed 
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r\ H A F- ibrmed a vc^y erroneous eftimate of tht Anifertet 

,^,„^.v?w of hiaman life ''. - 

perfonai Julian w^8 am objeft of terror and liatred to 

ofjaiiao. tl^e Periians : and the painters of that nation re^ 
prefented the invader of . their country under the 
emblem of a furious lion, who vomited from hig 
mouth a confiiming fire**. To his friends and 
foldiers, the philofopbic hero appeared in a more 
^amiable light; and his virtues were never more; 
confpicuouily difplayed, than in the laft, and 
mod adtive, perjpd of his life. . He praOifed^ 
without effort:, and almofl; without merits the 
jbabitual qualities of tempj^ranoe and fobrietyw 
According to the diflates. of that artifici^ wit 
jdom, which aflfumes- an ahfolute dominion over 
the mind and body, he fternly refufed himfelf 
the indulgenae of the moft natural' appetites '\ 
j^ the warm climate of A/Tyiia, which folicited 
#(^ luxurious people to the gradficatioii of every 
/i^nfual defire% a youthful. conqueror preferved 
JUs chaftity pure and inviolate,: sbi; was^JuUaa 

57 The operations of the Aflyrian war arc circumftanti^lljf related 
By Aminiaiius'(xxiv/i, 3, 4, j.); L'rbanius (Orat; Parent, c. lia— 
i«3» p. S35-^)47*)'» Z^^imvt (1« iii: p4'i6S-^i<So.)» Mid Oivg^ 
^ Nasian^en (Orat, iv^ .p. 113* I44)* Ti^ mfi^ f:r'iu^G^% 9i\fit 

faint are devoutly copied by Tillemont, his faithful flave. 
' f> Libanius de olclfcendi J'liliani tiece^ c'.A). ]^. i6». 

S9 TIm famous cKatnplea of Cyrus^ Ale^nder, ^nd Scipidi wefe 
afts of juftice. Julian*s chaftity was voJuot^ry^ and^ t^iQ hit Q|»uij<)f» 
meritorious. 

«o Salluft (ap.Vct. Scbolia((» Jovenai;' 5atJr. 1. 104J) obftrvti, 
that nihil corruptius morihuf. ThetRi^troiv f9od virgioa of Baft^. 
Ion freely mingled with the men, ip Hcen(ipi)S^ baoqiiets ; and a< 
Cbey felt the intoxicarion of wiije an^ love, they gradually* and al- 
woft.iSoaipIetdyy threw afide tbr inQdmjbraneff of dteTs} ad oUiottm 
inu CQrptrum vclamenu projiciunt. . Q^CurtiuS| v. s« 

ercr 
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tver ,!^pAed^,.^y<P.by.a motitc uof cofiofityt^ to ^xxtyT 

yifit ^ his fetqale captives of i ecquafite . beauty *\ 

vfhoj ififtead.of irefiftiag b^s.j)ower, would hav^ 

difputed with each other tfaje.lbonoarofihis emt 

braces^ Witb the fame firmnefs that be refiflsed 

the a^Iurjements of love, he fnftaioed the hard4 

ibips of war* When the Romans inarched through 

the flat and flooded country,' their TovereigB, o^ 

foot, at the head of ^is legions^ ihvred. their fat 

tigues, and animated their diligence* . la. e?erjr 

ufeful labour, the hand of Juliaa was ptom|4 

and, ftrenuous } and th^ Imperial pwple was iii(tf 

and dirty, as the coarfe garment of the naeaueft 

foldien Th^ two fieges allowed him fome re^ 

markable opportunities of (ignalifing hia perfonal 

valour, which, in the improved (late of the mif 

litary ^rt, can ieldom be exerted by a prudent 

generaL The emperor flood before the citadel 

of Perifabor^ in^jdble .of Ihs extreme danger^ 

and encquraged his troops., to burfl: open .tht 

ptes of iron, till ^e was al.moft, overwhelmed 

under ^ cloud of miffile .weapons, and huge 

Aones, that were direded againi^ his perfon^ 

As lie examined the exterior foruficationi ^ of 

Mao^malcha, two Perfians^ devoting thepijfelv^t 

for' their country, fuddenly :rulhed upon hint 

with drawn fcimitars:^ the. emptor dexteronfly 

received their blows on hi^ uplifted fiii^ld^and^ 

^» Ek vii^H^ibus suiem, qua fpccidfae funt ca'ptv, ct in Perfide, 
ubi fotniinarum pulchritado excellit, nee contre6iare aliquam voluit 
fiec vidrre* Ammian* xxiv. 4. TI10. native cace of Perfiaiit it fmall 
and ugl^t but it \a% betn impvov^^ by the perpetual oiixtore ci 
CircalTian blood (H€i:QdQt. 1. iii. c« 97^ 3tiffon> Hift. NatuieUe, 
torn, iii* p. 4ao*)» ..... r 
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vnth a fteady and well-aimed thraft, laid one of 
his adverlaries dead at his feet. The efteem of a 
prince who poffeffes the virtues which he ap« 
proves, is the nobleft recompence of a deferving 
fubje£b; and the authority which Julian derived 
from his perfonal merit, enabled him to revive 
and enforce the rigour of ancient difcipline. He 
puniihed with death, or ignominy, the mifbe- 
haviour of three troops of horfe, who, in a fkir- 
tniih with the Surenas, had loft their honour, 
and one of their ftandards : and he diftingnifhed 
with cb/tdional^ crowns the valour of the fore* 
fftoft foldiers, who had afcended into the city of 
Maogamalcha. After the (lege of Perifabor, the 
firmr^s of the emperor was exercifed by the in- 
folent avarice of the army, who loudly coiti- 
plained, that their fervices were rewarded by a 
trifling donative of one hundred pieces of filver. 
His juft indignation was exprefled in the grave 
and manly language of a Roman. ^ Riches are 
•• the objeft of your defires ? thofe riches are in 
^ the hands of the Ferfians; and the f^ls of 
*• this fruitful country are propofed as the prize 
•• of your valour and difcipline. Believe me,'* 
added Julian, " the Roman republic, which for- 
♦• merly poffefled fuch immenfe treafures, is now 
•* reduced to want and wretchednefs ; fince our 
•• princes have been perfuaded, by weak and 
*^ interefted minifters, to purchafe with gold the 

•» ObfidicoaliKot eoronit donati. Ammiaii. xxiv. 4* Either 
Jalian or hit biftorian were unfkilfbl antiquaries. He (hoiild h&Te 
given mmaJ<m^n§. The 9^JUiwidi were the reward of a general who 
b«d delivcrsd a beficgcd city ( Aulut G<Uittt» NoA« Attie. ▼. 6.)- 

" tran* 
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" tranquillity of the Barbarians. The revenue ^3[5^|^^' 

^ is exhaufted ; the cities are ruined } the pro* 

** vinces are difpeopled. For myfeU; the only 

^ inheritance that I have received from my royad 

** anceftorsy is ajoul incapable of fear; and as 

'* long as I am convinced that every real advan* 

" tage is feated in the mind, I ihall not blulh to 

« acknowledge an honourable poverty^ whicbt 

" in the days of ancient virtue, was confidered 

<< as the glory of Fabricius. That glory^ and that 

" virtue, may be your own, if you will liften to 

" the voice of Heaven, and of your leader. But 

<< if you will raflily perfift, if you are determined 

^^ to renew the ihameful and mifchievous ex« 

** amples of old feditions, proceed — As it becomes 

^^ an emperor who has filled the firft rank among 

^ men, I am prepared to die, (landing; and to 

" defpife a precarious life, which, every hour^ 

'* may depend on an accidental fever. If I have 

« been found unworthy of the command, there 

" are now among you (I fpeak it with pride and 

" pleafure), there are many chiefs, whofe merit 

'* and experience are equal to the conduct of the 

** mod important wan Such has been the tem« 

" per of my reign, that I can retire, without 

" regret, and without apprehenfion, to the 

« obfcurity of a private ftation ^\*' The 

modeft refolution of Julian was anfwered by the 

unanimous applaufe and cheerful obedience of 

the Romans; who declared their confidence 6( 

^3 I give this rpeech ai original and gcnnine* Ammianus might 
hnr, could traofcribc, and was incapable of inventing^ it. I have 
vfed fome flight frecdomf> and conclude with the moft forcible (en* 
tence. 

V01..IV. N viftory. 
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CHAP, viaory, while th«y fought under the banners of 
vj^^^w their heroic prince. Their courage was kindled 
by his frequent and familiar aflfeverations (for 
foch wiflies were the oaths of Julian), " So may 
•* I reduce the Perfians under the yoke !" ** Thus 
•* may I reftorc the ftrength and fplendour of the 
♦• republic !** The love of fame wai the ardent 
paffion of his foul: but it was not before he 
trampled on the ruins of Maogamalcha, that he 
allowed himfelf to fay, " We have now provided 
•* fome materials for the fophift of Antioch *♦." 
He wanf. The fttccefsful valour of Julian had triumphed 
ports hit ^ygy all the obftacles that oppofed his march to 
the Bu-*" the gates of Ctefiphon. But the redudion, or 
tiJeT? rii ^^^ ^^^ ^^^8^» ^f ^^^ capital of Perfia, was ftW 
at a diftance: nor can the military condud of 
the emperor be clearly apprehended, without a 
knowledge of the country which was the theatre 
of his bold and (kiltul operations '^^ Twenty 
miles to the fouth of Bagdad, and on the eaftern 
bank of the Tigris, the curiofity of travellers has 
obferved fome ruins of the palaces of Cteflphon, 
which, fn the time of Julian, was a great and 
populous city. The name and glory of the ad- 
jacent Seleuda were for ever extinguiOied ; and 
the only remaining quarter of that Greek colony 
had refumed, with the AlTyrian language and 
manners, the primitive appellation of Coche. 

64 Ammtan. xxiv. 3. Libtnius, Graf. Parent, c. itt. p. 346. 

65 M. d*Anvi)le (Mem. de rAcademie de» Infcriptions, torn, 
xxviii. p. a46— 159.} has afcertnined the true pofition and diliance 
of Babylon, Seleucia, Cteliphon, Bagdad, &c. The Roman traTcller, 
Pittro della Vaile (torn. i. letc. xvii, p. 650—780.}, feema to be the 
moft intelligent fpe^ator of that famous province. He ia a gentle* 
nan zad a fcholarj but intolerably vain and prolix* 

Ck)chc 
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Goche waft fituate on the weftem fide of the Ti- c h a p. 
gris ; but it was naturally confidered as a fuburb 
of Ctefiphopt with which we may fuppofe it to 
have been connected by a permanent bridge of 
boats. The united parts contribated to fo^m the 
common epithet of Al ModaiQ, th£ citi£S, 
which the Orientals have beftowed on the winter 
reiidence of the Saflanides; and the whole cir- 
cumferencfs of the Perfian capital was ftrongly 
fortified by the waters of the river, by lofty walls, 
and by impradicable moralTes. Near the ruins 
of Selepcja, the camp of Julian was fixed ; an4 
(jecured, by a ditch and rampart, againft the (al- 
lien of the numerous and enterprifing garrifon of 
Coche. In this fruitful and pleafant country, thf; 
Romans were plentifully fupplied with water and 
forage; and feveral forts which might have em« 
barrafled the motions of the army, fubmitted, 
after fome refiftance, to the efforts of their valour. 
The flept paffed ftom the ]Euphrates into an arti- 
fidal derivation of that river, which pours a 
copiops and navigable ftream into the Tigris, 
at a fmall diftance below the great city. If they 
had followed this royal canal, which bore the 
name of Nahar-Malcha ^, the intermediate fitu- 
ation of Coche would have feparated the fleet 
and army of Julian; and the rafli attempt of 
fteering againft the current of the Tigris, and 

M TIte royal canal (Nahar.Malcba) might be facceflively reftored, 
altered, divided, &c. (Cellariut, Geograph. Antiq. torn. ii. p. 451*) > 
and thefe changet may fenre to explain the feeming contradiftiont 
of antiquity. In the time of Juliaoy it muft have fallen into tht 
Euphrates iekv Ctcfiphon, 

N 9 forcing 
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c H A P. forcing their way through the midft ofahoftiltf 
^-— v*iL capital, mud have been attended with the total 
deftruftion of the Roman navy. The prudence 
of the emperor forefaw the danger, and pro- 
vided the remedy. As he had minutely iludied 
the operations of Trajan in the fame country, 
he foon recoileded, that his warlike predeceflbr 
had dug a new and navigable canal, which, leav- 
ing Coche on the right hand, conveyed the 
waters of the Nahar-Malcha into the river Ti- 
gris, at fome diftance above the cities. From the 
information of the peafants, Julian afcertained 
the veftiges of this ancient work, which were 
almoft obliterated by defign or accident. ^ By the 
indefatigable labour of the foldiers, a broad and 
deep channel was fpeedily prepared for the recep* 
don of the Euphrates. A flrong dike was con- 
ftru£ted to interrupt the ordinary current of the 
Nahar-Malcha: a flood of waters rufhed impe- 
tuoufly into their new bed ; and the Roman fleet, 
fteering their triumphant courfe into the Tigris, 
derided the vain and inefiedual barriers which 
the Perfians of Ctefiphon had ereSed to oppofe 
their paflage. 
Paifage of As it became neceflary to tranfport the Roman 
aidvif"*' ^^"^y o^^r ^he Tigris, another labour prefented 
toryofthe hfelf, of Icfs toil, but of more danger, than the 
preceding expedition. The flream was broad 
and rapid ; the afcent fleep and difficult } and the 
intrenchments, which had been formed on the 
ridge of the oppofite bank, were lined with a 
numerous army of heavy cuiraffiers, dexterous 
5 archers^ 
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^rchars, aad huge elephants; who (according to 
the extravagant hyperbole of Libanius) could 
trample, with the fame eafe, a field of corn, or 
a legion of Romans ''• In the prefence of fuch 
an enemy, the conftru6tion of a bridge was im- 
pradicable ; and the intrepid prince, who inftantly 
feized the only poflible expedient, concealed his 
defign, till the moment of execution, from the 
Juiowledge of the Barbarians, of his own troops^ 
and even of his generals themfelves. Under the 
fpecious pretence of examining the ftate of the 
magazines, fourfcore veflels were gradually uo- 
laden; and a feled detachment, apparently deC* 
tined for foipe fecret expedition, was ordered to 
ftand to their arms on the firft (ignal. Julian 
difguifed the filent anxiety of his own mind with 
foulea of confidence and joy ; and amufed the 
hoftile nations with the fpe£lacle of military 
games, which he infultingly celebrated under the 
walls of Coche. The day was confecrated to 
pleafure ; but, as foon as the hour of fupper was 
paft, the emperor fummoned the generals to his 
tent; and acquainted them, that be had fixed 
that night for the paiTage of the Tigris. They 
fiood in filent and refpedful aftonifliment ; but, 
when the venerable Salluft aflumed the privilege 
of his age and ej^pperience, the reft of the chiefs 
fupported with freedom the weight qf hi$ pru- 

XBfyyof, Kif n n*eft beau que )e vrai ; a maxim which (hould be itif 
icribcd on the dcik of every rhetorician. 

N3 dent 
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CHAP, dent VemonftTances**. JuKan contented Umfelf 
with obferving, that conqueft and fafety depended 
on the attempt ; that, inftead of diminUhing, the 
number of their enelnies would be increafed, by 
fucceffive reinforcements ; and that a longer de- 
lay would neither contraft the breadth of the 
ftream, nor level the height of the bank. The 
lignal was inflantly given, and obeyed: the 
moft impatient of the legionaries leaped into five 
veflels that lay neareft to the bank ; and as they 
plied their oars with intrepid diligence, they were 
ioft, after a few moments, in the darknefs of the 
night. A flame arofe on the oppofite fide ; and * 
Julian, who too clearly underftood that his fore- 
mod veiTels, in attempting *to land, had been 
fired by the enemy, dexteroufly converted their 
extreme danger into a prefage of viftory. ** Our 
*' fellow-foldiers,'* he eagerly exclaimed, ** are 
•• already mafters of the bank ; fee— they make 
^' the appointed fignal ; let us haflen to emulate 
** and affift their courage/* The united and 
rapid motion of a great fleet broke the violence 
of the current, and they reached the eaftem fliore 
of the Tigris with fufficient fpeed to extmguifh 
the flames, and refcue their adventurous com- 
panions. The difficulties of a deep and lofty 
afcent Were increafed by the weight of armour, 
y and the darknefs of the night. A fhower of 
ftones, darts, and fire, was inceflantly difcharged 

M Libauiuf alludes to the moft powerful of the geAcralt. I have 
▼cntured to name Ssiltf/I, Ammlaoua fayt» of all the IcaderSf quod 
Ucxi owtii territi duces concordi precatu fieri prohtbere tentarait. 

on 
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OB the heads of the aiTailaats; who, after an ^^^^' 
arduous ftruggle, climbed the bank, and flood 
victorious upon the rampart. As foon as they 
poflefled a more equal field, Julian, who, with his 
light infantry, had led the attack % darted 
through the ranks a flLilful and eKperienced 
eye: his bravefl foidiers, according to the pre- 
cepts of Homer '% were diftributed in the iront 
and rear; and all the trumpets of the Imperial 
*anny founded to battle. The Romans, after 
fending up a military fhout, advanced in mea^ 
fured fleps to the animating notes of martial 
mufic; launched their formidable javelins; and 
niflied forwards with drawn fworcb, to deprive 
the Barbarians, by a clofer onfet, of the advan- 
ts^e of their mtilile weapons. The whole en- 
.gagetaent lafted aborve twelve hours; till the 
gradual retreat of the Perfians was changed into 
a diforderly flight, of which the fhameful ex- 
ample was ^ven by the principal leaders^ and 
the Surenas himfelf. They were purfued to the 
.gates of Ctefiphon ; and the conquerors might 
have entered the difmayed city ", if their |;ene- 
.ral, Vidor, who was dangerouQy woudded wish 

«9 fliric imperator . . . (fays Ammianus) ipfe euro levU arma. 
tune auxili'Hi p«r f rima -poftremequc difcurrMit, kc* Yet Zofimut, 
bfft friend^ does not allow him to pafi the river till twp days after the 
battle. 

70 Secundum Homericani difpofitioncmt A fimilar difpofition it 
afcribed to the wife Neftor, in the fourth book of the Iliad j and Ho» 
mer waa never abfent from the mind of Julian. 

71 Perfai terrore fnbito mifcuerunt, verfifque agminlbat totina 
gentta, apertas Ctefiphontis portai vi6lor miles intraflet, ni major 
prsedaruin occafio fuiflet, quam cura vt£lori|e (bextua Rufoa de 
Provmciif, c. a«.). Thtir avarice might difpofc them Co hear the 
Mviceof Vi^or^ 

N4 « 
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CHAP, an arrow, had not conjured them to defift from a 
^■^v^w ralh attempt, which mufl: be £atal, if it were not 
fuccefsful. On their fide, the Romans acknow- 
ledged the lofs of only feventy-five men ; whfle 
they affirmed, that the Barbarians had left on 
the field of battle two thoufand five hundred, or 
even fix thoufand, of their braved foldiers. - The 
fpoil was fuch as might be expeded from the 
riches and luxury of an oriental camp; large 
quantities of filver and gold, fplendid arms and 
trappings, and beds and tables of mafly filver. 
The viftorious emperor diftributed, as the re« 
wards of valour, fome honourable gifts, civic, 
and mural, and naval, crowns ; which he, and 
perhaps he alone, efteemed more precious than 
the wealth of Afia* A folemn facrifice was of- 
fered to the god of war, but the appearances of 
the vi6Ums threatened the mod inaufpicious events; 
and Julian foon difcovered, by lefs ambiguous 
figns, that he had now reached the term of his 
profperity ^\ 
Situation On the fecond day after the battle, the domef* 
sac/of ** tic guards, the Jovians and Herculians, and the 
a^d"*6 ^'^"^21"^"^? troops, which compofed near two- 
June.* * thirds of the whole army, were fecurely wafted 
over the Tigris". While the Perfians beheld 

from 

7* The labovr of the canal^ the paQage of the Tigris, a|nd the vie* 
tory» are dcfcribed by Ammianut (xxi?. 5, 6.)» Libanius (Orat. 
Paitnf. c. 114—118. p. 347— 3S30» Oreg, Nazianzen (On^t. iv. 
p. ii5.)» Zofimus (I. ill. p. 181— 183. ), anc) Sextus Rufwa (de 
l^rovinciisy c. 18. )• 

V The fleet and army were formed in three diviiion$| of which 
||)e fy^ only had paiTed dming the night ( Ammiao. xxir. 6.). The 
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from the walls of Ctefiphon the defolation of the ^^^^f^^* 
adjacent country^ Julian ca(l many an anxious 
look towards the North, in full ezpe^ation, that 
as be himfelf had vidorioufly penetrated to the 
capital of Sapor, the march and junction of hb 
lieutenants, Sebaftian and Procopius, would be 
executed with the lame courage and diligence. 
Hit expectations were difappointed by the trea* 
chery of the Armenian king, who permitted, and 
mod probably direded, the defertion of his auxi- 
liary troops from the camp of the Romans ^^; 
and by the diflenfions of the two generals, who 
were incapable of farming or executing any plan 
for the public fervice. When the emperor had 
relinquiihed the hope of this important reinforce- 
ment, he condefcended to hold a council of war, 
and s4>proved, after a full debate, the fentiment 
of thofe generals, who difluaded the fiege of 
Ctefiphon, as a fruitlefs and pernicious under* 
taking. It is not eafy for us to conceive, by 
what arts of fortification, a city thrice befieged 
and taken by the predeceflbrs of Julian, could 
be rendered impregnable againft an army of fixty 
thouland Romans, commanded by a brave and 
experienced general, and abundantly fupplied 

foum 3o^fc| '^ whom Zofitnut tranrports on the third day (I. iii« 
p. iS3.)» might coniift of the prote6lors, among whom the hiftorian 
Ammi^nuSy and the future emperor Joyian, a^oally ferved; fome 
fthoth of the dtm^es, and perhaps the Jovians and Herculiansi who 
pften did duty at guarda. 

74 Mofet of Chorene (Hift. Armen. ]. iii. e. 15. p. ft4(>.) fuppliea 
fit with a national tradition, and a fpurious letter, I have borrowed 
only the leading circumftance, which ii confiftent with truth> pro« 
habilityi and Libanius (Orat« Parent, c. i}i. p. ^55*}» 
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with fliips, providoAs, battering engitieSy and i 
military (lores. But we may reft affured, from i 
the loye of glory, and contempt of danger, which 
formed the character of Julian, that he was not 
difcouraged by any trivial or imaginary obfta- 
cles". At the very time when he declined the 
fiege of Ctefiphon, he rejected, with obftinacy 
and difdain, the moft flattering offers of a nego- 
ciation of peace. Sapor, who had been fo long 
.accuftomed to the tardy oftentation of Conftan- 
tius, was furprifed by the intrepid diligence of 
his fucceflbr. As far as the confines of India and 
Scythia, the fatraps of the diftant provinces were 
ordered to ailemble their troops, and to march, 
without delay, to the afliftance of their monarch. 
But their preparations were dilatory, their mo- 
tions flo>v ; and before Sapor could lead an army 
into the field, he received the melancholy incel-* 
ligence of the devaftation of Affyria, the ruin of 
his palaces, and the flaughter of his braved 
troops, who defended the paffage of the Tigris, 
The pride of royalty was humbled in the duft ; 
he took his repafts on the ground ; and the dif- 
order of his hair expreffed the grief and anxiety 
of his mind. Perha^ps he would not have refufed 
to purchafe, with one half of his kingdom, the 
fafety of the remainder; and he would have 
gladly fubfcribed himfelf, in a treaty of peace, 

75 Civitat inexpugnabitisy facinat audax ft importunufn, Aiti- 
mtanos, xxiv. 7. His fellow- foidier, Eutropiui, turns afide from 
the difficulty, AflTyriamqae popnlatus, caftra apod Ctefiphontem fta- 
tiva ahquandiu habuit : remeanfque v\6ior. Sec. z. i6. Zofimus it 
artful or ignorant, and Socratct inaccurate. 

the 
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chc faithful and dependent ally of the Romati ^^xf^^: ' 
conqueror. Under the pretence of private "bufi- ;-^i<^*^ 
neTs, a minifter of rank and' confidence was fe^ 
CTctly diilpatched to embrace the knees of .Hor^ 
tnildas'y and to reqilief^, in the language of a fup- 
pBant, that be might be introduced into the 
prefcncc of the emperor. The SaiTanian prince, 
\(fhether he liftened to the voice of pride or hu- 
raxmi^j whether he confnlted the fentiments of 
his birth, or the duties of his iituation, was 
equally tndined to promote a falutary meafure, 
Ivhich would terminate the calamities of Perfia, 
and fccure the triumph of Rome. He wa? afto- 
TiiAed by the inflexible firmnefs of a hero, who 
remembered, moft unfortunately for himfelf, and 
for his 'countVy, that Alexander had uniformly 
fqeftcd the propofitions of Dariuis. But as Ju- 
&n w^s fenfibte, that the hope of a fafe and 
honourable ^peace might cool the ardour of his 
troops; he earneftly requefted, xhil Hormildas 
would privately difmifs the minifter of Sapor, 
and conceal this dangerous temptation from the 
knowledge of the camp '*. 

The honour, as well as intereft, of Julian, Hehani» 
iforbade him to confume his time under theim- *^«****» 
pregnable walls of CtcfiphcMij and as often as 
he defied the Barbarians, who defended the city, 
to meet him on the open plain, they prudently 

76 Libaniuty Drat, Parent, c. 130. p. 354* c. 139* p. 361. So- 
cratety 1. iii. c. 11. The ecclefiaftical' hiliorian imputei ihe refufal 
of peace to tha advice of Maximus. Suth advice was ui.worthy of 
a phitofoplier ; but the philolbpher was likewile a magician, who 
flattotd the hopes and pailioAS of his mafter. 

replied. 
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CHAP, replied, that if he defired to cxercife his valour, 



he might feek the army of the Great Sling. He 
felt the infult, and he accepted the advice. In* 
ilead of confining his fervile march to the banks 
of the Euphrates and Tigris, he refolved to 
imitate the adventurous fpirit of Alexander, and 
boldly to advance into the inland provinces, till 
be fi3rced his rival to contend with him, perhaps 
in the plains of Arbela, for the empire of Afi;^ , 
The magnanimity of Julian was applauded and 
betrayed, by the arts of a noble Perfian, who, 
in the caufe of his country, had generoufly fub« 
snitted to aft a part full of danger, of falfehood, 
and of {hame^% With a train of faithful fol- 
lowers, he deferted to the Imperial camp; ex- 
pofed, in a fpecious tale, the injuries which he 
had fuftained; exaggerated the cruelty of Sapor, 
the difcontent of the people, and the weakneb of 
the monarchy; and confidently offered himfelfas 
the hoftage and guide of the Roman march. 
The mod rational grounds of fufpidon were 
urged, without effeft, by the wifdom and expe- 
rience of Hormifdas; and the credulous Julian, 
receiving the traitor into his bofom, was per- 
fuaded to Iflue an hafty order, which, in the opi- 
nion of mankind, appeared to arraign his pru- 
dence, and to endanger his fafety. He deftroyed, 
in a fingle hour, the whole navy, which had been 

77 The aits of this new Zopynis {Grtg, Naziaosen^ Orat, i¥. 
p. 115, 116.), may derive Tome credit from the teftimony of two 
abbreviators (Sextus Rufus and Viaoi), and the cafual hints of 
Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 134. p. 357.) and Amtnianus (xxW. 
7.). The courfe of genuine hiftory is interrupted by a moft «»- 
lealbnabie chai'm in the text of Ammianus. . 
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tranfported above five hundred miled, at fo gfe&t ^j^|^^' 
an ezpence of toiU of treafure, and of blood* 
Twelve, or, at the mod, twenty-two, fmall vef« 
lels were faved, to accompany, on carriages, the^ 
march of the army, and to form occafional 
bridges for the paflage of the rivers* A fupply 
of twenty days provifions was referved for the 
ufe of the foldiers ; and the reft of the magazines, 
with a fleet of eleven hundred veiTels, which 
rode at anchor in the Tigris, were abandoned to 
the flames, by the abfolute command of the em- 
peror. The Chriftian bifliops, Gregory and 
Auguftin, infult the madnefs of the apoftate, 
who executed, with his own hands, the fentence 
of divine juftice. Their authority, . of lefs weight, 
perhaps, in a military queftion, is confirmed by 
the cool judgment of an experienced foldier, 
who was himfelf fpedator of the conflagration, 
and who could not difapprove the reluctant mur« 
murs of the troops^*. Yet there are not want- 
ing fome fpecious, and perhaps folid, reafons, 
which might juftify the refoiution of Julian* 
The navigation of the Euphrates never afcended 
above Babylon, nor that of the Tigris above 
Opis^^ The diftance of the laft-mentioned city 
from the Roman camp was not very confiderabic ; 

78 See Ammianiis (xxiv. 7.), Libanias (Orat. Parentalis, c. 131, 
'33* P- 35^> 357*}> Zofimus, (1. iii. p. xSs*), 2onaras (torn. ii. 
1. xiii. p. 16.), Gregory (Orat. iv. p. 116.), Auguftin (de Civi- 
tate Dei, 1. iv. c. 29. i. v. c, ii.)* Of thefe, Libanius alone at- 
tempts a faint apology for hit hero; who, according to A^niianuty 
pronounced his own condemnation, by a tardy and iuefFcfloal attenipc 
to extingoifli the flaonts. 

79 Confult Herodotus (1. i. c. i94.)y Strabo (I. xri. p. xo74.}i 
udTaTernier (p, u U ii. p. isa^*)* 

and 
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CHAP, and Julian mud foon have renounced the vsuil 
vm^ . 'mL^ and impraAicabje attempt of forcmg upwards a 
great fleet againil the ftreatn of a rapid river % 
which in feveral places was embarrafled by natu- 
ral or artificial catarafls". The power of &ulf 
or oars was infufficient; it became nece&ry to 
tow the (hips againft the current of the river ; the 
ilrength of twenty thoufand foldiers was exhaufted 
in this tedious and ferviie labour; and if the 
Romans continued to march along the banks of 
the Tigris, they could only expeA to return home 
without atchieving any enterprife worthy of the 
genius or fortune of their leader. If, on the 
contrary, it was advifeable to adyance into the 
inland country, the deftrudion of the fleet and 
magazines was the only meafure which could 
jave that valuable prize from the hands of the 
pumerous and adive troops which might fud- 
denly be poured from the gates of Ctefiphon. 
Had the arms of Julian been victorious, we 
ihould now admire the condud, as well as the 
courage, of a hero, who, by depriving his fol- 
diers of the hopes of a retreat, left them only the 
alternative of death or conqueft *\ 

'o A cclet-itite Tigris incipit vocari, ita appellant Medi fagittaiii. 
Plin. Htft, Natiir. yi. 31. 

*> One of tbeie dyket, which produces an artificial cafcade or 
cataraA, is defcribcd by Tavernicr (part i. I. ii. p. %%6.) an4 
Thcyenot (part ii, 1. i. p. 193.). The Perlians, or Aflyriant, ]a« , 
boured to interrupt the navigation of the river (Strabo« 1. xr* p, 
2075. D'Anville, TEuphrate et le Tigre, p. 9S, 99.}. 

*« Recolle6i the fuccefsful and applauded ra/hncft of Agn- 
. thocles and Cortex, who burnt their ihipt on the coaib <if Africm »nd 
^flexico. 

4 The 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 191 

The cutnberfoQie train of artillery- and wat- chap. 
goiMy which retards the operations of a modern ■^i^-.-w 
army, were in a great meafure unknown in the '^^ j^ 
camps of' the Romans '^ Yet, in every age, the agaioft 
fubfiftence of fixty thoufand men muft have been ^*^* 
one of the tnoft important cares of a prudent 
general ; and that fubfidence could only be drawn 
from his own or from the enemy's country. Had 
it been poffible for Julian to maintain a bridge of 
communication on the Tigris, and to prelerve 
the conquered places of AfTyria, a defolated pro- 
vince could not afford any large or regular fup- 
plies, in a feafon of the year when the lands were 
covered by the inundation of the Euphrates •*, 
and the unwholefome air was darkened with 
fwarms of innumerable infefts**. The appear- 
ance of the hoftile country was far more inviting. 
The extenfive region that lies between the river 
Tigris and the mountains of Media, was filled 
with villages and towns ; and the fertile foil, for 
the mod part, was in a very improved ftate of 

*s See the jadicioot reflcAtont of the Author of the Efllii fur 1« 
TaAique, torn, ii* p. »S7— >35;. and the learned remaiks of M* 
Guichardc, Nouveaux Memoires Milit^iijcs, torn. i. p. 351— sSs. on 
the baggage and fubriltence of the Roman arnntcs. 

N> The Tigris rilea to the fouih, the Euphrates to the nortb» of th« 
Armenian moui tains. The foiiner ovei flows in March, the latter m 
July. Thefe circumftances are well explained in the Geographical 
Diflertation of Foftcr, inferted in SpelmanS Expedition of Cyruf, 
vol. ii. p. s6. 

'S Ammianos (xxiv. %.) defcribes, as he had felt, the incon- 
veniency of the fl^od, the heat, and the infe^ls. The landa of 
AlTyria, opprefled by the Turks, and ravaged by the Cards, or 
Ar^bs, yield an tncreafe of ten, fifteen, and twenty- fold, for tha 
Iced which is caft into the ground by the wretched and unflulful 
hitj^aodiiiaii. Voyages de Nicbuhr« torn* ii« p. »79* >'i* 

culti* 
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CHAP, cultivation. Julian might expefV, that a caiU 
' ; queror, who poflefied the two forcible inftniments 
of perfuafion, fteel and gold, would eafily pro- 
cure a plentiful fubfiftence from the fears or ava* 
rice of the natives. But on the approach of the 
Romans, this rich and fmiling profpefk was in- 
ftantly blafled. Wherever they moved, the in- 
habitants deferted the open villages, and took 
(belter in the fortified towns; the cattle was 
driven away ; the grafs and ripe com were con- 
fumed with fire ; and, as foon as the flames had 
fubfided which interrupted the march of Juliani 
he beheld the melancholy face of a fmoking and 
naked defert. This defperate but effedual me- 
thod of defence, can only be executed by the 
enthufiafm of a people who prefer their inde* 
pendence to their property ; or by th^ rigour of 
an arbitrary government, which confults the pub- 
lic fafety without fubmitting to their inclinations 
the liberty of choice. On the prefent occafion, 
the zeal and obedience of the Perfians feconded 
the commands of Sapor; and the emperor was 
foon reduced to the fcanty flock of proviiions, 
which continually wafted in his hands. Before 
they were entirely confumed, he might ftill have 
reached the wealthy and unwarlike cities of £c- 
batana, or Sufa, by the eflPort of a rapid and welU 
direfted march"; but he was deprived of this 
lail refource by his ignorance of the roads, and by 

S6 Ifidore of Charax (Manfroiu Partbic. p. 5, 6. 10 Hudfon* 
Geograph. Minor, torn, ii.) reckons X19 fchaent from Seledcia, mJ 
Thevenot (part i. 1. i, ii. p. 109-^x45.), icS hours of marcb from 
Bagdad to Ecbatana, or Hareadanw Thefe ineafui-es cannot exceed 
an utdiuary pantfang, or three Roman miles. 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF Th£ llOMAN EMPIRE. X93 

the perfidy of his guides. The Romans wan- ^^j^*** 
dered fevml days in the country to the eaftward ^— ^/w 
of Bagdad: the Perfian deferter, who had art« 
fully led them into the fnare, efcaped from riieir 
refentment; and his followers, as foon as they 
were put to the torture, confefled the fecret of 
the confpiracy. The vifionary conquefts of Hyr- 
cania and India, which had fo long amufed, 
now tormented, the mind of Julian* Confcious 
that his own imprudence was the caufe of the 
public diftrefs, he ansjoufly balanced the hopes 
of lafety or fuccefs, without obtaining a fatif- 
ia&ory anfwer either from gods or men. At 
length, as the only pradicable meafure, he em- 
braced the refolution of direding his fteps to- 
wards the banks of the Tigris, with the defign of 
faying the army by a hafty march to the confines 
of Corduene; a fertile and friendly province, 
which acknowledged the fovereignty of Rome. 
The defponding troops obeyed the fignal of the 
retreat, only feventy days after they had pafled the 
Chaboras, with the fanguine expe&ation of fub- Jane 16, 
verting the throne of Perfia "'. 

As long as the Romans feemed to advance Retreat 
into the country, their march was obferved and f^^^^jf'ji^ 
infulted from a diftance, by feveral bodies of Ronun 
Perfian cavalry; who (hewing themfelves fome- *^""^* 
times in loofe, and fometimes in clofer, order, 

*1 The march of Julian from Ctefi|}hon is circumftantiallyy bnt 

■ot clearly, defcribed by Ammiantit (xxiv. 7. S.), Libaniua (Orat. 

, Parent, e. IS4« p* 357*)» *"^ Zofimui (I. iii. p. iS^. The two 

laft fieem ignorant that their conqueror was retreating j and Libaniaa 

ibfurdly confines him to the banks of the Tigris. 

V01-. IV. O ' faintly 
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CHAP, faintly Ikirmiftied with the advanced guard«. 
Thefe detachments were, however, fupported by 
a much greater force ; and the heads of the co- 
lumns were no fooner pointed towards the Tigris, 
than a cloud of duft arofe on the plain. The 
Romans, who now afpired only to the permiffion 
of a fafe and fpeedy retreat, endeavoured to 
-perfuade themfelves, that this formidable appear- 
ance was occafioned by a troop of wild afles, or 
perhaps by the approach of fome friendly Arabs* 
They halted, pitched their tents, fortified their 
camp, pafTed the whole night in continual alarms ^ 
and difcovered, at the dawn of day, that they 
were furtounded by an army of Perfians, This 
army, which might be confidered only as the 
van of the Barbarians, was foon followed by 
{he main body of cuirafGers, archers, and ele- 
phants, commanded by Meranes, a general of 
rank and reputation. He was accompanied by 
two of the king's fons, and many of the principal 
fatraps ; and fame and expeftation exaggerated 
the (Irength of the remaining powers, which 
flowly advanced under the conduft of Sapor 
himfelf. As the Romans continued their march, 
their long array, which was forced to bend, or 
divide, according to the varieties of the ground, 
afforded frequent and favourable opportunities 
to their vigilant enemies.- The Perfians repeat- 
edly charged with fury ; they were repeatedly 
repulfed with firmnefs ; and the adion at Ma- 
ronga, which almoft deferved the name of a 
battle, was marked by a confiderable lofs of fatraps 
and elephants, perhaps of equal value ia the eyes 

of 
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of their monarch. Thefc fplendid advantages ^^^iv^* 
were not obtained without an adequate ilaughter 
on the fide of the Romans: feveral ofEcers of 
diftinfUon were either killed or wounded ; and 
the emperor himfelf, who, on all occafions of 
danger, infpired and guided the valour of his 
troops, was obliged to expofe his perfon, and 
exert his abilities. The weight of ofienfive and 
defehfive arms, which flill conftituted the (Irength 
and fafety of the Romans, difabled them from 
making any long or effectual purfuit ; and as the 
horfemen of the £a(l were trained to dart their 
javelins, and (hoot their arrows, at full fpeed, 
and in every poffible direftion*', the cavalry of 
Perfia was never more formidable than in the 
moment of a rapid and diforderly flight. But 
the mofl certain and irreparable lofs of the . Ro- 
mans, was that of time. The hardy veterans, 
accuftomed to the cold climate of Gaul and Ger« 
many, fainted under the fultry heat of an Af- 
fyrian fummer ; their vigour was exhaufted by 
the inceflant repetition of march and combat; 
and the progrefs of the army was fufpended by 
the precautions of a flow and dangerous retreat, 
in the prefence of an aflive enemy. Every day, 
every hour, as the fupply diminiihed, the value 
and price of fubfiftence increafed in the Roman 

W Chardin, the mod judicious of modern travellers, defcribet 
ftom. iii. p. 57» 58, &c. edit, in 410.) the education and dexteritjr 
of the Perfian hdrfemen. Briflbniui (de Regno Perfico, p. 650; 
66i> &c«} has colleded the teftimonies of antiqvtty. 

O 2 camp. 
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^xxnr^* camp**. Julian, who always contented himfelf 
^■■^.-w with fuch food as a hungry foldier would have 
difdained, diftributed, for the ufe of the troops, 
the provifions of the Imperial houfehold, and 
whatever could be fpared from the fumpter- 
horfes of the tribunes and generals. But this 
feeble relief ferved only to aggravate the fenfe 
«of the public diftrefs; and the Romans began 
to entertain the raoft gloomy apprehenfions, that 
before they could reach the frontiers of the em- 
pire, they fliould all perifli, either by famine, or 
by the fword of the Barbarians '^ 
Julian is While Julian ftruggled with the almoft infu- 

SrodS. perable difficulties of his fituation, the filent 
hours of the night were ftill devoted to ftudy 
and contemplation. Whenever he clofed his 
eyes in ihort and interrupted flumbers, his mind 
was agitated with painful anxiety ; nor can it be 
thought furprifing, that the Genius of the einpire 
ihould once more appear before him, covering 
with a funereal veil, his head, and his horn of 
abundance, and ilowly retiring from the Imperial 
tent. The monarch ftarted from his couch, and 
ftepping forth, to refrefli his wearied fpirits with 
the coolnefs of the midnight air, he beheld a 

*9 In Mark Antony*t retreat, an attic chaenix fold for fifty dracli* 
mae, or» in other worda, a pound of flour for twelve or fourteen (hil- 
lings : barley-bread was fold for ita weight in fiWer. It is impoifible 
to perufe the interefting namtive of Plutarch (torn. v. p. ioi-*ii6.)» 
yrithout perceiving that Mark Antony and Julian were purfucd by the 
fame enemies, and involved in the fame diftreft. 

90 Ammian. xxiv. t. xxv. i. Zofimus, 1. iii. p. 184, tS;, iS(. 
Lihaniuf, Orat. Parent, c. 134, 135. p. 357, 35t, 559. The fopbift 
of Antioch appears ignorant that the troops were hungry. 
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fiery meteor, which ihot athwart the iky, and c h a p« 
fiiddenly vani(hed. Juh'an was convinced that 
he had feen the menacing countenance of the 
gc d of war *' ; the council which he fummoned, 
of Tufcan Harufpices •% unanimoufly pronounced 
that he fhould abftain from adion : but, oa 
idiis occafion, neceffity and reafon were more 
pre¥alent than fuperftition ; and the trumpets 
founded at the break of day. The army marched 
through a hilly country ; and the hills had 
been fecretly occupied by the Perfians. Julian 
led the van, with the ikill and attention of a cop- 
fammate general ; he was alarmed by the intel- 
ligence that his rear was fudd^nly attacked. The 
heat of the weather had tempted him to lay afide 
his cuirafs ; but he fnatcbed a fhield from one of 
his attendants, and hallened, with a fulEcient 
reinforcement, to the relief of the rear-guard. 
A fimilar danger recalled the intrepid prince to 
the defence of the front ; and, as he galloped 
between the columns, the centre of the left was 
attacked, and almofl: overpowered, by a furious 
charge of the Perfian cavalry and elephants* 
This huge body was foon defeated, by the well- 

91 Ammian. xxv. a. Julian had fworn in a paffion^ nunquam tc 
Marti fscra faflurum (\xiv. 6.). Such whimfical quarrels were not 
uncommon between the gods and their inlulent votaries $ and even 
the prudent Auguftus» after his fleet had been twice fliipwrecked, 
excluded Neptune from the honours of public procefliont. See 
Hu:iie*s philofophical Reflections. BlTays, vol. ii. p. 418. 

9a They ftill retained the monopoly of the vain, but lucrative, 
fcience, which had been invented in Hetruria j and profefled to derive 
their knowledge of figns and omens, from the ancient books of Tar« 
quitius, a Tufcan (age. 

O 3 timed 
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CHAP, timed evolution of the light infantry, who aimed 
their weapons, with dexterity and effeft, againft 
the backs of the horfemen, and the legs of the. 
elephants. The Barbarians fledj and Julian* 
who was foremoft in every danger, animated the 
purfuit with his voice and geftures. His trem- 
bling guards, fcattered and oppreffed by the diC- 
orderly throng of friends and enemies, reminded 
their fearlefs fovereign that he was without ar- 
mour; and conjured him to decline the fall of 
the impending ruin. As they exclaimed ^% a 
cloud of darts and arrows was difcharged from the 
flying fquadrons ; and a javelin, after razing the 
(kin of his arm, tranfpierced the ribs, and fixed 
in the inferior part of the liver. Julian attempted 
to draw the deadly weapon from his fide; but 
his fingers were cut by the iharpnefs of the 
fieel, and he fell fenfelers from his horfe. I£s 
guards flew to his relief; and the wounded em- 
peror was gently raifed from the ground, and 
conveyed out of the tumult of the battle into an 
adjacent tent. The report of the melancholy 
event pafled from rank to rank; but the grief of 
the Romans infpired them with invincible valour, 
and the defire of revenge. The bloody and 
bbdinate conflict was maintained by the two 
armies, till they were feparated by the total dark- 
nefs of the night. The Perfiaris derived fome 
honour from the advantage whicH they obtained 

9J Clamabant hinc inde candidati (fee the note ofValeiiat) tjuoj 
disjecerat terror, ut fugientium molem tanquam ruiiiam malccom- 
pofiti culminis declinaret. Ainmian, xxv. 3. ' 

agaioft 
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againft the left wing, where AnatoUus, matter of ^^[^i^^' 
the offices, was flain, and the praefedl Sallud very ■^■— w '^i"^ 
narrowly efcaped. But the event of the day was 
adverfe to the Barbarians. They abandoned the 
field; their two generals, Meranes and Nohor- 
dates '% fifty nobles or fatraps, and a multitude of 
their bravefl foldiers : and the fuccefs of the Ro- 
mans, if Julian had farvived, might have been im« 
proved into a decifive and ufeful vidtory. 

The firfl words that Julian uttered, after his The death 
recovery from the fainting fit into which he had a. dI*363 
been thrown by lofs of blood, were expreffive of Jwn« »^* 
his martial Ipirit. He called for his horfe and 
arms, and was impatient to ru(h into the battle. 
His remaining ftrength was exhaufted by the 
painful effort ; and the furgegns who examined 
his wound, difcovered the fymptoms of ap- 
proaching death. He employed the awful mo- 
ments with the firm temper of a hero and a fage ; 
the philofophers who had accompanied him in 
this fatal expedition, compared the tent of Julian 
with the prifon of Socrates; and the fpedators, 
whom duty, or friend (hip, or curiofity, had af- 
f^mbled round his couch, liftened with refpe£t- 
ful grief to the funeral oration of their dying 
emperor '^ " Friends and fcllow-foldiers, the 

" feafon- 



94 Sapor himfelf declared to the Romans, that it was hit praAice, 
to comfort the familtet of hit deceafed fairapt, by fending them, at a 
prtfent, the heads of the guards and ofHcers who had not fallen by 
their matter's (ide. Libanius, de nece Julian, olcif. c. xiii. p. 163. 

95 The charafter and fitu^tion of Julian might countenance tht 
AifpicioD) that he had previoufly compofed tlic tlaborate oration, 

O ^ vhicli 
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CHAP. « feafonable period of my departure is now ar« 
<< rived, and I difcharge, widi the cheerfuinefs 
^^ of a ready debtor, the demands of nature. 
^* I have learned from philofophy, how much the 
<* foul is more excellent than the body ; and that 
*^ the feparation of the nobler fubftance fliould 
** be the fubjeft of joy, rather than of affli£Hon. 
^^ I have learned from religion, that an early 
" death has often been the reward of piety ••$ 
^^ and I accept, as a favour of the gods, the 
** mortal ftroke that fecures me from the dan- 
^< ger of difgracing a charader, which has hi- 
^* therto been fupported by virtue and fortitude, 
** I die without remorfe, as I have lived with- 
«< out guilt. I am pleafed to reflect on the in« 
f^ nocence of my private life; and I can affirm 
** with confidence, that the fupreme authority, 
f* that emanation of the Divine Power, has been 
*^ preferved in my hands pure and immaculate. 
f^ Detefting the corrupt and deftrudive maxims 
•* of defpotifm, I have confidered the happinefs 
*' of the people as the end of government, 
" Submitting my aftions to the laws of prudence, 
•* of juftice, and of moderation, I have trufled 
** the event to the care of Providence. Peace 
** was the objeft of my counfels, as long as peace 

which Ammianut heard* and haa tranfcribed. The Terfion of the 
Ahb6 de la Bietcrie ia faithful and elegant. I have followed him io 
exprefling the Platonic idea of enianationay which it darkly infinoaied 
in the original. , 

9^ Herodotua (1. i c. 31.) baa difplayed that doArioe in an agree* 
ftbte talc. Yet the Jupiter (in the i6th book of the Iliad)» who 
laments with tears of biood the demth of Sarpedon hia Ton, had a very 
impcrfcfl notion of bappinefa or glory beyond the grave* 

«« was 
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" was confident with the public wel&re j but ^ ^J^J^* 

" when the imperious voice of my country fum- 

^ moned me to arms, I expofed my perfon to 

** the dangers of war, with the clear fore-know- 

** ledge (which I had acquired from the art of 

'^ divination) that I was deftined to fall by the 

" fword. I now offer my tribute of gratitude 

•* to the Eternal Being, who has not fuffered me 

" to perifli by the cruelty of a tyrant, by the 

" fecret dagger of confpiracy, or by the flow 

" tortures of lingering difeafe. He has given 

*^ me, in the mid ft of an honourable career, a 

" fplendid and glorious departure from this 

** world; and I hold it equally abfurd, equally 

" bafe, to folicit, or to decline, the ftroke of 

" fate. T hus much I have attempted to fay ; 

^^ but my ftrength fails me, and I feel the ap- 

*' proach of death.*^I (hall cautioufly refrain 

" from any word that may tend to influence 

" your fuffrages in the eleftion of an emperor. 

" My choice might be^ imprudent, or injudi- 

'* cious ; and if it fliould not be ratified by the 

" confent of the army, it might be fatal to the 

^* perfon whom I fliould recommend. I fliall 

^* only, as a good citizen, exprefs my hopes, 

*^ that the Romans may be blefled with the go- 

" vemment of a virtuous fovereign." After 

this difcourfe, which Julian pronounced in a 

firm and gentle tone of voice, he diftributed, by 

a military teftament '% the remains of his private 

fortune ; 

97 The foldiert who made their verbal^ or nuncupatorj, teft»- 
meats, upon aAaal fcrvice (in procin^lu), were exempted from the 

' forma- 
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CHAP, fortune ; and making feme inquiry why Ana- 
tolius was not prefent, he underftood, from the 
anfwer of Salluft, that Anatolius was killed ; and 
bewailed, with amiable inconHfliency, the lofs of 
his friend. At the fame time be reproved the 
immoderate grief of the fpedators ; and conjured 
them not to difgrace, by unmanly tears, the fate 
of a prince, who in a few moments would be 
united with heaven, and with the (tars ^\ The 
fpeftators were filent ; and Julian entered into a 
metaphyfical argument with the philofophers 
Prifcus and Maximus, on the nature of the fouL 
The efforts which he made, of mind as well as 
body, mofl: probably haftened his death. His 
wound began to bleed with freih violence ; his 
refpiration was embarraifed by the fwelUng of 
the veins : he called for a draught of cold water, 
and, as foon as he had drank it, expired without 
pain, about the hour of midnight. Such was 
the end of that extraordinary man, in the thirty* 
iecond year of his age, after a reign of one year 
and about eight months, from the death of Con- 
ftantius. In his lad moments he difplayed, per- 
haps with fome oftentation, the love of virtue 

formaUttes of the Roman law. See Heineccms (Antiquit. Jyr. 
Roman, torn. i. p. 504.), and Monterquitu (£ri>nc des Lotx» 
I. xxvii.). 

9* This union of the human fuul with the divine aeiherial Tub. 
ftance of the univerfe, it the ancient doAiine of Pythagoias and 
Plato; but it (terns to exclude any pcrional or confcious immor* 
tality. See Waiburton^s learned and rational obfervations. Divine 
Legaoon^ vol.ii. p. 199—116. 
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and of fame, which had been the ruling ps^ons of ^ Jt^r*** 
his life ^. ^^,^^-m^ 

The triumph of Chriftianity, and the cah« Eieaion 
mities of the empire, may, in fome meafure, be ^ **** *"*' 
afcribed to Jalian hinifelf, who had neglected to Jovian, 
fecure the futurci execution of his defigns, by the hi'n^'ayV' 
timely and judicious nomination of an aflbciat'C 
and fucceflbr. But the royal race of Conftantius 
Chlprus was reduced to his own perfon ; and if 
he entertained any ferious thoughts of invefting 
with the purple the moft worthy among the Ro- 
mans, he was diverted from his refolution by the 
difficulty of the choice, the jealoufy of power^ . 
the fear of ingratitude, and the natural prefump- 
tion of health, of youth, and of profperity. His 
unexpected death left the empire without a 
mailer, and without an heir, in a ftate of per- 
plexity and danger, which, in the fpace of four- 
fcore years, had never been experienced, fince 
the eledion of Diocletian. In a government, which 
had almoft forgotten the diftinClion of pure and 
noble blood, the fuperiority of birth was of little 
moment; the claims of official rank were acci- 
dental and precarious ; and the candidates, who 
might afpire to afcend the vacant throne, could 
be fupported only by the confcioufnefs of per- 
ibnal merit, or by the hopes of popular favour* 
But the fituation of a famiflied army, encom- 

99 The whole relation of the death of Julian is given by Am- 
mianut (xxv. 3.)» an intelligent fpeflator. Libaniui, who turns 
with horror from the fcene, hat fupplied fome circumftancet (Drat* 
Parental, c. 136— -140. p. 359 — 36s.). The calumnies of Gregory* 
and the legends of m^re ancient faintly inay now be Jieatfy de« 
fpifed* 
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CHAP, paflfed on all fides by aa hofl: of Barbarians, 
s«..-^<«i»/ fhortened the moments of grief and deliberadoo* 
In this fcene of terror and diltrefs, ^e body of the 
deceafed prince, according to his own diredioDS, 
was decently embalmed ; and, at the dawn of day, 
the generals convened a nuUtary ienate, at which 
the commanders of the legions, and the officers, 
both of cavalry and infantry, w£re invited to affift. 
Three or four hours of the night had not pafled 
away without fome fecret cabals; and when the 
cleftion of an emperor was propofed, the fpirit pf 
fafUon began to agitate the aflfembly. Viftor and 
Arinthseus colleded the remains of the court of 
Conftantius ; the friends of Julian attached them- 
felves to the Gallic chiefs, Dagalaiphus and Ne- 
vitta ; and the mod fatal confequenceis might be 
apprehended from the difcord of two faftioofi, fo 
oppofite in their charader and intereft, in their 
maxims of government, and perhaps in their reli- 
gious principles. The fuperior virtues of Salluft 
could alone reconcile their divifions, and unite thdr 
fuffrages ; and the venerable praefeA would imme- 
diately have been declared the fucceffor of Julian, 
if he himfelf, with fincere and modeft firmnefs, had 
not alleged his age and infirmities, fo unequal to 
the weight of the diadem. The generals, who were 
furprifed and perplexed by his refufal, (hewed 
fome difpofition to adopt the falutary advice of 
an inferior officer '% that they fhould ad as they 

"0 Upitoratior aiiquis miles { pcrhnp* Ammiajius himfelf. The 
modcft and {uJicious hiaorian defcribes the fcene of the eJc&ion> at 
which he was undoubtedly prefent (xx?. ^.). 

would 
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vould have afted in the abfence of the emperot j ^i* ^ ^* 
that they (hould exert their abilities to extricate 
the army from the prefent diftrefs ; and, if t^ey 
were fortunate enough to reach the confines of 
Mefopotamia, they ibould proceed with united and 
deliberate counfels in the eledion of a lawful fo- 
vereign. While they debated, a few voices fa- 
luted Jovian, who was no more than Jlr^ *^* of 
the domedics, with the names of Emperor and 
Auguftus. The tumultuary acclamation was in.- 
ftantly repeated by the guards who furrounded the 
tent, and pafled, in a few minutes, to the extre« 
Unities of the line. The new prince, a(loni(hed 
with his own fortune, was haftily inverted with 
the Imperial ornaments, and received an oath of 
fidelity from the generals, whofe favour and pro- 
tcSion he fo lately folicited. The ftrongeft recom- 
mendation of Jovian was the merit of his father. 
Count Varronian, ^Vho enjoyed, in honourable re- 
tirement, the fruit of his long fervices. In the 
Obfcure freedom of a" private ftation, the fon in- 
dulged his tafte for wine and women; yet he 
fupported, with credit, the charafter of a ChVit 
tian *** and a foldier. Without beuig confpicuous 

■«' Thtfrhmu, or primicermi, enjoyed the dignity of a fenator; and 
thous'h only a tribune, he ranked with the military dukes. Cod* 
Theodofian. 1. vi. tit. xxiv. Thefe privileges are perhaps more re* 
cent than the time of Jovian. 

■o* The cccIeHaftfcal hiftorianfiy Socrates (I. iii. c. a«.), SoxomeB 
(1. vi. c. 3.}> and Theodoi-et (1. iT. c. i.), afcribe to Jovian the 
merit of a confeflbr under the preceding reign $ and ptouHy fuppolCp 
chat he refufed the purple, till the whole army una nimou fly exclaimed 
that tbey were Chriftians. Amnuanus, calmly purfuing his narra« 
rative, overthrows the legend by a fingle fentence. Hoftiis pro Jo* 
riano cxtifqut infpc^lis, pronuntiatum efl» i^» xxv. 6. 
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c " ^^' for any of the ambitious qualifications which ex^ 
^^.>^»--L' cite the admiration and envy of mankind, the 
comely perfon of Jovian, his cheerful temper, and 
familiar wit, had gained the affedion of his fellow- 
foldiers ; and the generals of both parties acquiefced 
in a popular elefUon, which had not been condudV- 
ed by the arts of their enemies. The pride of this 
unexpected elevation was moderated by the juft ap- 
prehenfion, that the fame day might terminate the 
life and reign of the new emperor. The prefCng 
voice of neceffity was obeyed without delay ; and 
the firft orders iflued by Jovian, a few hours after 
his predeceflbr had expired, were to profecute a 
march, which could alone extricate the Romans 
from their aQual diftrefs '^'. 
l),„g^ The efteem of an enemy is moft fmcerely cx- 

tnd (liffi- preffed by his fears j and the degree of fear may 
*hc rc^ be accurately meafured by the joy with which he 
Vune th c^l^b^^^^^ ^^^ deliverance. The welcome news 
—July ift. of the death of Julian, which a deferter revealed 
to the camp of Sapor, infpired the defponding 
monarch with a fudden confidence of vidory. 
He immediately detached the royal cavalry, per- 
haps the ten thoufand Immortals '^% to fecond and 

>o| Amoiianus (jcxtr. lo.) has drawn from the life an iiii|Nirttal 
portrait of joviaa: to which the younger Vi^or has added feme re- 
markable ftrokes. The Abbe de la fileterie (Uiftoire de Jovten^ 
toCQ. i. p. 1—138.) has conipofed an elaborate hi (lory of his fl&ort 
reign; a woik reinark^iblydiftinguiflied by elegance of Ayle, critical 
difquifition, and religious prejudice* 

>o4> Regius cquitatus. It appears from Procopius, that the Im* 
mortals, fo famous under Cyrus and his fucceflbrs, were revived^ if 
we may ufe that improper word» by the Safl»D.Idet« BiiiTon de Regno 
PeiTico« p. 2684 &c, 
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fupport the purfuit ; and difcharged the whole c h a p. 
weight of his united forces on the rear-guard of 
the Romans. The rear-guard was thrown into dif« 
order ; the renowned legions, which derived their 
titles from Diocletian, and his warlike colleague, 
were broke and trampled down by the elephants ; 
and three tribunes loft their lives in attempting to 
(lop the flight of their foldiers. The battle was 
at length reilored by the perfevering valour of 
the Romans ; the Periians were repulfed with a 
great daughter of men and elephants; and tha 
army, after marching and fighting a long fum- 
mer's day, arrived, in the evening, at Samara oil 
the banks of the Tigris, about one hundred miles 
above Ctefiphon '***. On the enfuing day, the 
Barbarians, inflead of harafling the march, at« 
tacked the camp, of Jovian j which had been feated 
in a deep and fequeftered valley. From the hills, 
the archers of Perfia infulted and annoyed the 
wearied legionaries ; and a body of cavahy, which 
had penetrated with defperate courage through the 
Praetorian gale, was cut in pieces, after a doubt- 
ful conflift, near the Imperial tent. In the fuc- 
ceeding night, the camp of Carche was protefted 
by the lofty dykes of the river j and the Roman 
army, though inceflantly expofcd to the vexatious 

•«* Tlw obfciHTC villages of the ini^nd country are irrecoverably 
Udi nor can we name the field of battle where Julian fell: but M* 
d*Anville lias deinunltrated the precife fnuation of Sumcrey Carche^ 
ani Dura» along the banks of the Tigris (Geographie Ancienne, 
torn. ii. p. 148* TEuphrate et le Tigte, p. 95. 97 )» In the ninth 
centuFy, Sumerey or Samara, became, with a flight change of namep 
the royal refidence of the Khalifs of the houiJE of Abbas« 
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CHAP, pnrfiiit of the Saracens, pitched their tents neat 
the city of Dura' ""% four days after the death of 
Julian. The Tigris was ftill on their left ; their 
hopes and proviiions were almoft confumed ; and 
the impatient foldiers, who had fondly perfuaded 
themfelves, that the frontiers of the empire were 
not far diftant, requefted their new fovereign, 
that they might be permitted to hazard the paf- 
fage of the river. With the ailiftance of his 
wifeft officers, Jovian endeavoured to check thdr 
raihnefs ; by reprefenting, that if they poffeffed 
fufficient (kill and vigour to flem the torrent of 
a deep and rapid flream, they would only deliver 
themfelves naked and defencelefs to the Bar- 
barians, who had occupied the oppofite banks. 
Yielding at length to their clamorous importu- 
nities, he confented, with reluftance, that five 
hundred Gauls and Germans, accuftomed from 
their infancy to the waters of the Rhine and 
Danube, fhould attempt the bold adventure, 
which might ferve either as an encouragement, 
or as a warning, for the reft of the army. In 
the filence of the night, they fwam the Tigris, 
furprifed an unguarded poft of the enemy, and 
difplayed at the dawn of day the fignal of their 
refolution and fortune. The fuccefs of this trial 
difpofed the emperor to liften to the promifes of 
his architeds, who propofed to conftrud a float* 
faig bridge of the inflated fldns of flieep, oxen, 

106 X)urt was a foiiified place in ihe wart of Aneioehua Agmioft 
the rebels of Media and Perfia (Polybiu*, 1. r. €.48. 5%. p. 54S. 551. 
edit. Cafaubon, in Sfro.). 
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ahd goats, toYcrcd with a floor of earth and fidT- ^^^^• 
rines '*^. Two importatit days were fpent in the ^— '^-^ 
inefie&ual labour i and the Romans, who ab-eadj 
endured the miferies of famine, caft a look of 
defpair on the Tigris, and upon the Barbarians ) 
wh<^ numbers and obftinacy tncreafed with the 
diftrefs of the Imperial army '^\ 

• In this hopelefs fituation, the £unting fpirits of Ncgoeit. 
the Roms^s were revived by the found of peace* ^J*^ 
The tranfient prefumption of Sapor had vaniflied : pcice. 
he obferved, with ferious concern, that, in the ^^ ^' 
rq>etition of doubtful combats, he had loft his 
moft faithful and intrepid nobles, his bravefl: 
troops, and the greateft part of his train of ele« 
phants : and the experienced monarch feared to 
provoke the refiftance of defpair, the viciflitudes 
of fortune, and the unexbaufted powers of the 
Roman empire; which might foon advance to 
relieve, or to revenge, the fuccefibr of Julian* 
The Surenas himfelf, accompanied by another 
fatrap, appeared in the camp of Jovian"^; and 
dedaned, that the clemency of his fovereign was 

■07 A fimilar expedi^iit was iHopofed to the leaden of the ten 
thiMiiaiidy aad wiftly rejeAed. X-enophoii» Anahafit, I. iii. p. 155, 
*S^# *%7» It«ppcurt fiXMU oarmodrnt travellert^ thatiaftt float* 
bg on bladders performed the trade and natigatioii of the 'Hgria. 

los The firft militarj ^At of the reign of Jovian are related by 
Ammianut (xxt. 6.), Libaniut (Orat. Parent, c. 14^. p. S64*)» 
and ^tofimvt (J. iii. p. itjf, 190, i9X-)- Though we may diftnifr 
the fatrncia of Libanina» the ocolar teltimony of Evtropiua (nno a 
fofia atcjaa altfirq prpelio Tiaut» x. 17.) muSt incline ut to fofpell, 
that AmnitaDiia baa. been too jcaloue of the honour of the Romaft 
anna* 

|«9 SextttvRff^^ (dt ProvinciiSy c. %9*) embraces a poor fubter* 
fuge of national vani»y* Tanta reTercntia Aomi^ Romani fuit, ut a 
PCTfi$/riMi de pasc (mm habtretur* 

Vol. IV. P not 
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e H A K uot averfe to fignify the conditioas, oa, which he 
would confent to fpare and to dlfaiifs the Caefar^ 
with (he relics of his captive army* The hopes 
of fafety ftibdued the firmnefs of the Romans} 
the emperor was coDipelled^ by the advice of his 
council, and the cries of the fotdiea^s, to embrace 
the offer of peace j and the praefeft Salluft was 
hnmediately fenr^ with the general Arinthasus, 
1,0 underfland the pleafure of. the Great King. 
The crafty Perfian delayed, under various pre- 
tences, the conclufioa of the agreement; ftarted 
difficulties, required explanations, fuggefted ex- 
pedients, receded from his concefiions, encreafed 
his demands, and wafted four days in the arts of 
negotiation, till, he had confumed the flock of 
proviQons which yet remained in the camp of 
the Romans. Had Jovian beea capable of exe- 
cuting a bold and prudent meafure, he would 
have continued his match with unremitting diti* 
gence^ the progrefs of the treaty would have 
fufpended the attacks of the Barbarians ^ and, 
before the expiration of <he fourth day, he might 
have fafely reached the fruitful province of Cor- 
duene, at the diflance only of one hundred 
miles *'% The irrefolute emperor, inftead of 
breaking through the toils of the enemy, expefted 
his fate with patient refignation ; and accepted 
the humiliating conditio&s of peace* which k 

■>o Ic is prefrnnptootit to conttOTfit the «»phii«a «f Ammiamit, li 
ibiditr and » fpcfbttor. Yet it it diffienU to umlftii><» 4»w the 
movntaint of Cordtteae could extend «vtr the plain of Aflyria, at low 
At the conftun of the Tigrie and the great likt cr i^m an army of 
fikty thoiiftnd ven €0»1d march out hvndnd fliiM ia fmif dayt* 
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m^ no lottger in his -power to refufe. The five ^ " ^ p. 
t)roTince8 beyond the Tigris, which had been ^^»-v«l^ 
ceded by the grandfather of Sapor, were reftored 
to the Perlian monarchy. He acquired, by a 
iingle article, the impregnable city of Nifibis ; 
which had fuftained, in three fuccefEve Heges, 
the effort of his arms. Singara, and the caftle 
of the Moors, one of the ftrongeft places of Mefo- 
potamia, were likewife difmembered from the 
empire. It was coniidered as an indulgence^ that 
the inhabitants of thofe fortreffes were permitted 
to retire with their effeds; but the conqueror 
rigoroufly iniifted, that the Romans ihould for 
ever abandon the king and kingdom of Armenia. 
A peace, or rather a long truce of thirty years, 
was ftipulated between the hoflile nations ; the 
jaith of the treaty was ratified by foiemn oaths, 
and religious ceremonies ; and hoftages of diftin* 
guiflied rank were reciprocally delivered to fecure 
the performance of the conditions ''\ 

The fophift of Antioch, who faw with indig- Tbeweak. 
natton the fceptre of his hero in the feeble hand S-fg^ccof 
of a Chriftian fucceflbr, profeffes. to admire the Jovian, 
moderation of Sapor, in contenting bimfelf with 
fo fmall a portion of the Roman empire. If he 
had ftretched as far as the Euphrates the claims 

«" The treity of Dura is recorded with grief or indignation br 
Afliinianiit (xxr, 7.}, Libanius (Drat. Parent, c. 141. p. s640» 
2ofimua (I. iii. p. 190, I9i.)» Gregory Nazianzcn (Drat. ir. 
p. 117, 11S, who tmpotea the dtftrefs to Julian, the deliveraDce ro 
Jovian), and Eutroptus (x. 17.). The laft-mentioned writer, who 
was preient in a miliury ftjitiof^ %Ies thit peace neceffariam qui^ci^ 
fed ignobUem. 
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^xxiv''' ^' ^^ ambitiod, he iftight tiive been fccare, 
fays Libantus, of not meeting with a refu&l. 
If he had fixed, as the boundary of Perlia, ttte 
Otontes, the Cydnus, the Sangarius, or even the 
Thracian Bofphorus, flatterers would not have 
been wanting tit the court of Jovian to convince 
the timid monarch, that his remaining provinces 
would ftill afford the moft ample gratifications of 
power and luxury*'*. Without adopting in itt 
ftfU force this malicious infinuation, we muft 
acknowledge, that the conclufion of fo ignomi- 
nious a treaty was facilitated by the private am- 
bition of Jovian. The obfcure domeftic, exalted 
to the throne by fortune, rather than by merit, 
was impatient to efcape from the hands of the 
Perfians} that he might prevent the defigns of 
Procopius, who commanded the army of Mefo- 
potamia, and eftablifhed his doubtful reign over the 
legions and provinces, which were ftill ignorant 
of the hafty and tumultuous . choice of the camp 
beyond the Tigris "'• In the neighbourhood of 
the fame river, at no very confiderable diftance 
from the fatal ftatioa of Dura "% the ten thoi> 

V* Libaniut, Orat. Pare»t. c. 943. p. 3(4, 365. 

*>^ CoDditionihut • • • difpcndiont Rwnanie reipublics impa- 
fitit • • • • quibut capidior regni qnam'^oriae Jovianltis imperia 
nidit adquievit. Sextut Rufut de Provinctisy c. 19. La Bkterie 
kat cxprel&d, in m long dtreft oration, thefe fpecioua confidcratiDBS 
of public and priTatc intereft (Hift. de Jovien» torn. i. p. %9, See.)* 

"4 The generals were murdered on the banka of the ZabatM 
(Anabafis I* u. p. 156. I. iii. p. aa6.}» or great Zab, m river of 
Aflyria, 400 feet broad, whicb falls into the Tigris fourteen boon 
below Moful. The error of the Greeks bellowed on tbe great and 
Icflcr Zab the names of the ^tjf (Lycus), and the Gttt CCaproiV 
Thej created thcfe animals to sttend the Tjipcr of tbe Eall, 

•3 had 
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£md Greeks, without generals, or guides, or pro.^ ^xxiy^ 
vifions, were abandoned, above twelve hundred ^^^^^^ 
miles from their native country, to the refeatmenc 
of a vidorious monarch. The difference of fMr 
conduct and fuccefs depended much more on their 
charader than on their fituation. Inftead of 
tamely refigning themfelves to the fecret delibe* 
rations and private views of a (ingle perfon, the 
united councils of the Greeks were infpired by the 
generous enthufiafm of a popular aflembly ; where 
the mind of each citizen is filled with the love 
of glory, the pride of freedom, and the contempt 
of death. Confcious of their fuperiority over tnc 
Barbarians in arms and difcipline, they difdained 
to yield, they refufed to capitulate; every ob* 
ftacle was furmounted by their patience, courage, 
and military (kill ; and the memorable retreat of 
the ten thoufand expofeJ and infulted the weakr 
nefs of the Perfian monarchy "'. 

As the price of hb difgraceful conceflipns, the He conttr 
emperor might perhaps have ftipulated, that the UlJJ^itV 
camp of the hungry Romans fliould be plentifully Nir»bi9. 
fupplied"*; and that they fliould be permitted to 
pafs the Tigris on the bridge which was con« 
(lru£led by the bands of the Perfians. But, if 

*>f The Cjnpa4is it vague an4 languid ; ihe Aiuhafit cireiimftaq. 
tbi and animated. Sucb it the eurnal di|F<rence4)ctw€en fiQion and 
trmh. 

>i6 According to Rufinus, an immediate fupply of proTifions «i|t 
fttpulated by the treaty s and Theodoret atiiims, that the obligation 
waa faithfaUy difcbarged by the Periiant. Such a faft it probabte, 
hut uiKio»t)tedly falfe. Sec TiUcmont» Hill, dct Empercurs torn. i?. 
f. 7oa, 
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c H A.P. Jovian prefumed to folicit thofe equitable terms^ 
they were fternly refufed by the haughty tyrant of 
the Eaft ; whofe clemency had pardoned the in-- 
Taders of his country. The Saracens rometimes 
intercepted the ftragglers of the march ; but the 
generals and troops of Sapor refpefled the ceflju 
tion of arms ; and Jovian was fuffered to explore 
the moft convenient place for the paflfage of the 
riven The fmall veflels, which had been fayed 
from the conflagration of the fleet, performed the 
ttioft eflential fervice. They firft conveyed the 
emperBr and his favourites ; Jind afterwards tranft 
ported, in many fucceflive voyages, a great part 
ot the army. But, as every man was anxious 
for his perfonal fafety, and apprehenfive of being 
left on the hoftile fhore, the foldiers, who werQ 
too impatient to wait the flow returns of the 
boats, boldly ventured themfelves on light hur- 
dles, or inflated (kins; and, drawing after then^ 
their horfes, attempted, with various fuccefs, to 
fwim acrofs the river. Many of thefe daring 
adventurers were fwallowed by the waves } many 
others, who were carried along by the violence 
of the ftream^ fell an eafy prey to the avarice^ 
or cruelty, of the wild Arabs ; and the lofs which 
the army fuftained in the paflage of the Tigris, 
was not inferior to the carnage of a day of battle. 
As foon as the Romans had landed on the wefl:* 
em bank, they were delivered from the hoftile 
purfuit of the Barbarians; but^ in a laborious 
inarch of two hundred miles over the plains of 
Mefopotamia, they ?nd^^cd the laft wtremities 
a* • of 
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of thirft and hunger. They were oblige^ to ^ " ^ ^* 
travcrfc a fandy defert, which, in the extent of 
feventy miles, did not afford a fmgle blade of 
fweet grafs, nor t fingle fpring of frefli water; 
and the reft of the inhofpitable wade was untrod 
by the footfteps either of friends or enemies. 
Whenever a fmall meafure of flour could be 
difcovered in the catnp, twenty pounds weight 
were greedily purchafed with ten pieces of gold "' : 
the beafts of burden were flaughtered and de- 
voured ; and the defert was ftrewed with the arms 
and baggage of the ^.oman foldiers, wh^ tat^ 
t^red garments and meagre countenances dif- 
ptayed their paft fufferings, and afluai mifery. 
A fmall convoy of provifions advanced to meet 
the army as far as the caftle of Ur; and the 
fupply was the more grateful, fince it declared 
the fidelity of Sebaftian and Procopius^ At 
Thilfi^ata"% the emperor moft grapiou0y re- 
ceived the generals of Mefopotamiaj and thie 
remains of a once floarifhing army at length re^ 

"7 We may rccolleft Come lines of Lucan (Pbarfal. ir. 9S.)i who 
dtfciibes a fimilar diftrefs of Ca^far^s army in Spain : 
-Saeva fames adcrat ■ . v ■ 

Miles eget : toto cenfu non prodigua emit 

Exiguam Cererem. Proh lucii pallida tabes ! 

Non deeft prolato jejunus venditor auro. 
See Guicfaardt (Nouveaux Memoiret Militaires, torn. i. p. 379~- 
tH,). Hie Analyfis of the twp Cannpatgns in Spain and Africa, 
is the nobleft nonument that has ever been raifed to the fame of 
C«far. 

»•» M. d'Anvillc (fee his Maps, and I'Euphraie ct le Tigre, 
p. 9*, 93.) tracet their march, and afHgns the true pofition of Ha* 
tra, Ur, and Tbilfaphata, which Ammianus has mentioned. He 
docs not complain of the Samiel^ the deadly hot wind, which The 
venot (Voyages, part ii. 1. i. p. 191.) fomuch dreaded, 

P 4 pofed 
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CHAP, pofed themfelves under the mdls of l^fibis. The 
>_-^^r meflengers of Jovian had already proclaimed^ 
in the language of fiattery, his eledion, his 
treaty^ and his return ; and the new prince had 
taken the mod effeflual meafures to iecure the 
all^iance of the armies and provinces of Europe; 
by placing the military command in the hands of 
thofe officers^ who, from motived of intereft, or 
inclination, would firmly fupport the caufe of 
their benefaaor"'. 
Uniyerfai The fricuds of JuUan had confidently annoon- 
w^^S\i^ ced the fuccefs of his expedition. They cntcr- 
treatyof gained a fond perfuafion, that the temples of the 
'***^' gods would be enriched with the fpoils of the 
Eaft ; that Perfia would be reduced to the hum- 
ble ftate of a tributary province, governed by the 
laws and magiftrates of Rome; that the Bar- 
barians would adopt the drefs, and manners, and 
language, of their conquerors; and that the 
youth of Ecbatana and Sufit would ftudy the art 
pf rhetoric under Grecian matters '?*. The pro- 
grefs of the arms of Julian mterrupted his com- 
munication with the empire ; and, from the mo- 
ment that he paiTed the Tigris, his affe£tionate 
fubjedls were ignorant of the fate and fortunes of 
their prince. Their contemplation of fancied 
triumphs was difturbed by the melancholy rumour 
of his death ; and they perfifted to doubt, after 

v<9 The retreat of -Jovian it defcribed by Ammianat (zxr. 9.}i 
Libanius ^(Orat. Parent, c. 143* p. 365.)^ and Zofimut (L ia, 
p. »94)« 

«»o Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. 145. p. 366» 8ttch were i^e na- 
tural hopct and wiihci of a rhetcdcian* 

they 
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Acy could no loqger deny, the truth of that ^jj^^fv'*' 

fatal event ***• The melfengers of Jovian pro* 

mulgated the fpecious tale of a prudent and 

Oece$U7 peace; the voice of fame, louder and 

more fincere, revealed the difgrace of the empe* 

ror, and the conditions of the ignomimous treaty. 

The minds of the people were filled with afto- 

niOiinent and grief, with indignation and terror, 

when they were informed, that the unworthy 

fucceflbr of Julian relinquiihed the five provinces, 

which had been acquired by the victory of Gal^ 

rius; and that be (bamefully furrendered to the 

barbarians the important city of Nifibis, the firm* 

^(l bulwark of the provinces of the Eaft '*\ I1ie 

deep and dangerous queftion, how far the pub* 

lie fiuth fliould be obferved, when it becomes 

incompatible with the public fafety, was freely 

agitated in popular converfation ; and fome hopes 

were entertained, that the emperor would redeem 

h^ pufiUanimous behaviour by a fplendid ad of 

patriotic perfidy* The infiexible fpirit of the 

B^oman fenate had always difchumed the unequal 

conditiops which were extorted from the diftrels 

of her captive armies; and, if it were neceflarj 

* >>> The people of CarrhaB» a city deroted to PaganUfny buried 
tbe intufpiciont meflenger under a pile of tones (Zofimut» 1. Iii* 
ft 196. ). LiinniiMy when be received the fatal intelligence, caft hit 
eje on bit fword $ but he recollefled that Plato had condemned 
faicide, and that he muft live to compofe the panegyric of Julian 
(Libaniat de Vita fui, torn. ii« p* 459 46.)* 

*** Ammianut and Eutropiut may be admitted at fair and credible 
witnefiet of the public language and opinions. Tbe people of Aa« 
doch leriled an ignominious peace, which ezpofed them to the Per« 
lans^ on a naked and defencelefs frontier (Excerpt. Valefiansi p. 84.5. 
ex Johanne ilatsocheiio.}* 

to 
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CHAP, to fatisfy the natiosa! honour, by delivering the 
\^jr-^-J^* guilty general into the hands of the Barbarians, 
the greateft part of the fubjeds of Jovian would 
have cheerfully acquiefced in the precedent of 
ancient times"'. 
Jovian eva- But the emperor, whatever might be the limits 
cuatcsNi. of hjg conrtitutional authority, was the abfolute 
redoxes the maftcT of the laws and arms of the (late ; and 
Srnccl^o ^^^ ^^^^ motives which had forced him to fub- 
tht: Per- fcrlbe, now preffed him to execute the treaty of 
iVugU. peace. He was impatient to fecure an em^re at 
the expence of a few provinces ; and the refpc£t. 
able names of religion and honour concealed the 
perfonal fears and the ambition of Jovian. Not- 
withfhmding the dutiful folicitations of the inha- 
bitants, decency, as well as prudence, forbade the 
emperor to lodge in the palace of Nifibis ; but, 
the iiext morning after his arrival, Binefes, the 
ambafiador of Perfia, entered the place, difplayed 
from the citadel the ftandard of the Great King, 
and proclaimed, in his name, the cruel alternative 
of exile or fervitude* The principal citizens of 
Nifibis, who, till that fatal moment, had con« 
iided in the proteftion of their fovereign, threw 
themfelves at his feet. They conjured him not 
to abandon, or, at leaft, not to deliver, a£uth« 
ful colony to th(p rage of a Barbarian tyrant, ex« 

"t The Abbe de la Bleteritf (Hift. de Jovien» torn. i. p. sn-^ 
•17. )i though a fevere cafuift, has pronounced that Jovian waa not 
bound to execute his proniife j fince be emild jmt di (member the empire^ 
nor alienate, without their confent» the allegiance of bta people. I 
have never found much delight or infttuAion in fucb political me- 
taphyfict* 

{Lfperated 
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^rperated by the three fucccffive defeats, which ^ifxtv**' 
he had experienced under the walls of Nifibis. 
They (till poflTefled arms and courage to repel the 
invaders of their country : they requefted only 
the permiinon of ufing them in their own de- 
fence; and, as foon as they had aflerted their 
independence, they fliould implore the favour of 
being again admitted into the rank of his fub* 
jefts. Their arguments, their eloquence, their 
tears, were ineffeftual. Jovian alleged, with fome 
confufion, the fan£tity of oaths ; and, as the re- 
luctance with which he accepted the prefent of a 
crown of gold, convinced the citizens of their 
hopelefs condition, the advocate Sylvanus was 
provoked to exclaim, *^ O Emperor! may you 
" thus be crowned by all the cities of your do- 
t' minions !" Jovian, who, in a few weeks had 
afTumed the habits of a prince '^, was difpleafed 
with freedom, and oflfended with truth : and as 
he reafonably fuppofed, that the difcontent of 
the peoplcf might incline them to fubmit to the 
Perfian government, he publifhed an edid, under 
pain of death, that they fhould leave the city 
within the term of three days. Ammianus has 
delineated in lively colours the fcene of univerfal 
^efpair, which he feems to have viewed with an 
eye of compaffion ••'. The martial youth defert-r 
ed, with indignant grief, the walls which they 
had fo glorioufly defended: the difconfolatc 

>H At NifilHt h« petformed % r^ bB. A brave oficer, hU 
name-fakc^ who had been thought worthy of the purple, wat drag- 
ged from fopper» throwo into a well» and ftoned to death» without 
aoy foiDi of trial, or eviilence of guilt. Ammian. ixr. 8. 

ni Sec viv. 9* and Zofimus, 1* iii. p« i94» X95* 

mottmer 
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<^ " jA p. meuraer dropt a laft tear oyer the tomb of a fen 
or hufbandy i^hich mud foon be profaned bjr the 
rude hand of a Barbarian matter ; and the aged 
titizen kifled the threlhold, and dung to the 
doors, of the houfe, where he had pafled the 
cheerful and carelefs hour$ of infancy. Tbc 
highways were crowded with a trembling mul- 
titude; the di(lin6Uon$ of rank, and fex, and 
age, were loft in the general calamity. Every 
one ftrove to bear away fome fragment from the 
wreck of his fortunes; and a$ they could not 
(lommand the immediate fervice of an adequate 
number of horfes or waggons, they were obliged 
to leave behind them the greatefl: part of their 
Taluable effects. The favage infenfibility of Jo- 
vian appears to have aggravated the hard(hips of 
thefe unhappy fugili^s, They were feated, how- 
ever, in a new-built quarter of Amida ; and that 
rifmg city, with the reinforcement of a very con- 
fiderable colony, foon recovered its former fplen- 
dour, and became the capital of Mefopotamia '*^ 
Similar orders were difpatched by the emperor 
for the evacuation of Singara and the caftle of 
the Moors J and for the reftitutjon of the five 
provinces beyond the 'figris. Sapor enjoyed the 
glory and the fruits of his vidory ) and this igno- 
minious peace has juftly been confidered as a 
memorable xra in the decliqe and &II of the 
Roman empire. The predeceflbrs of Jovian had 
fometimes relinquifhed the dominion of dillant 
and unprofitable provinces ; but, fince the foun« 

»*» Chron, PuTchal. p. jco. The eeclefiallica] Notltta^ fl^3y be 
conrultcd* ' ^ 

datioa 
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dation of the city, the getiiMi of Rome, the gckl ^J^tv^ 
Terminus, who guarded the boundaries of the ^^^^ ^ -^^mf 
republic, had never retired before the fword of 
a tiftorious enemy "'. 

After JoviaH had performed thofe engage- Reftsc- 

mentSy which the voice of his people might have {h*e"d^"h^ 

tempted him to violate, he haftened away from 

the fcene of bis difgrace, and proceeded with hift 

whole court to enjoy the luxury of Antioch **'. 

Without confulting the difbtes of religious zeaf, 

he was prompted, by humtoity and gratitude, to 

beftow the laft honours on the remains of his 

deceafed fovcreigft '*• : and Procoptus, who fin- 

cerely bewailed the lofs of his kinfman, was 

removed from the command of the army, under 

the decent pretence of condofting the funeral. 

The corpfe of Julian was tranfported from Nifibis 

to Tarfus, in a flow march of fifteen days ; and, 

as it pafled through the cities of the £aft, was 

ialuted by the hoftile factions, with mournful 

lamentation^ and clamorous infutts. The Pagans 

already placed their beloved hero in the rank of 

thofe gods whofe worfhip he had reftored ; while 

the invedlives of the Chriftians purfued the foul 

"7 Zofimuf, I. iii, p. 191, I93« Sextut Rufut dc Provincfif, 
c. «9. Augvftin dc CiTttat. Dei, 1. ir. c. 19. This gtneral po- 
fiti«n niift be applied and interpreted with fome caution. 

»«» Ammiannsy xxr. 9, Zofimttt, 1. iii. p. 196, He might be 
edax, et vino Yeneriqae indulgcns. But I agree with La Bletcrie 
(torn, u p. 14S— 1540> 5n rejeaing the foolift report of a Bacch^. 
nalian riot (ap. SutUaBi) celebrated at Antiedi, by the emperor hit 
wifi, and a troop of concubines. 

»9 The Abb^de la Bleterie (torn. i. p. 156. 109.) handibmely 
fxpofes the brutal bigotry of Baronius, who would hare- thrown 
Julian to the doga, nt cefpitivn quidein fepvltura dignus. 

Qi 



Digitized by 



Google 



a22 TH£ DECLINE AND l^ALL 

CHAP, of the apoftatc to hell, and his body to ih«] 
S---/-W grave "^ One party lamented the approaching i 
ruin of their altars; the other celebrated thej 
marvellous deliverance of the church. The I 
Chriftians applauded, in lofty and ambiguous, 
ilrains, the ftroke of divine vengeance, which . 
had been fo long fufpended over the guilty head 
of Julian* They acknowledged, that the death 
, of the tyrant, at the inftant he expired beyond 
the Tigris, was revealed to the faints of Egypt, 
Syria, and Cappadocia *'' j and, inftead of fuf- 
feting him to h\\ by the Perfian darts, their 
indifcretion afcribed the heroic deed to the ob^ 
fcure hand of fome mortal or immortal champion 
of the faith ''\ Such imprudent declarations 
were eagerly adopted by the malice, or Credulity, 
of their adverfaries '" ; who darkly infinuated, 

>io Compare the fophift and the faint (Libanius, Monod* tom. it. 
p. ft5i. and Orat. Parent* c. 14.5. p. ^^7. c. 156. p. 377. witb 
Gregory NazUnsen, Orat. if. p. 115— 131.). The ChrifttaQ ora- 
tor faintly mutters fome exhortations to modj^fty and forgiveness: 
but he it well fatisfied, that the real fufferingt of Julian will fares* 
ceed the fabulous torments of Ixion orTamaltfs. 

Ml Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, torn. it. p. 549.) har^f- 
levied theie vifiont. Some faint or angel was obferved to be abfent 
in the night on a fecret^expedition, &c* 

*3* 8oiomen (t. ti. • i.) applauds the Greek ^oftrioe of ^^rgvi^ 
nit I but the whole paflage« which a jefuit might bare trani!ated» is 
prudently fupprefled by the prefident CooHn. 

>ii Immediately after tlie death of Joltan» an tmcertain ruAour 
wu feattertd, telo eecidifle Romano. It was carriad^ by fome de- 
fertersi to the Perfian camp | and the Romans were reproached as tbf 
aflaflins of the emperor by Sapor and his fubjeas ( Aromian. xxt. 6, 
JLibanius de ulcifcend& Juliani nece, c. xtii. p. s6s» S^sO* I^ ^^ 
nrged» as a deciQTe proof, that no Perfian had appeared toclai& 
the promifed reward (Liban. Orat. Parent, c, 14.1. p. 3^).). But 
the flying horieman^ who darted the fatal javtlin, might be ignorant 
of its tfh^ \ or he might be ilain ia the (iune afti^n. Aanuaniia 
neither feels n#r infpires a Aiipidon.. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ^23 

or confidently afferted, that the governors of the ^ " a p. 
church had inftigated and directed the fanaticifcn ^i->,^w 
of a domeftic aflailm*'\ Above fixteen years 
after the death of Julian, the charge was folemnly 
and vehemently urged, in a public oration, ad* 
drefled by Libanius to the emperor Theodofius* 
His fufpicions are unfupported by fa£t or argu- 
ment ; and we can only efteem the generous zeal 
of the fophift of Antioch, for the cold and ne- 
glefted aOies of his friend "•. 

It was an ancient cuftom in the funerals, as andfunmi 
well as in the triumphs, of the Romans, that the ®^J"*«n* 
voice of praife ihould be correfled by that of 
fatire and ridicule ; and that, in the midft of the 
fplendid pageants, which difplayed the glory of 
the living or of the dead, their imperfefUbns 
ihould not be concealed from the eyes of the 
world*'*. This cuftora was praftifed in the fu- 
neral of Julian. The comedians, who refented 
his contempt and averfion for the theatre, ex- 
hibited, with the applaufe of a CbrifUan audi- 
ence, the lively and exaggerated reprefentadon 

'34 0( TK tnoXw «'XiifMt ru tf^tet avrtitf af^^»n» Thit dark and 
MVfgQoua expreffion may point to Atbanafiua» tte fiift* viihout k 
riral, of the Cbriftian clergy (Libaniut de ulcif. Jul. nccr, ci $'. 
p«X49« La Bleterie, Hill, de Jofkn, torn. i. p. S790* 

1)5 The Orator (Pabricius, Bibliot. Orac. torn, vii, p. 145— 179*) 
bttert fufpiciopaf dcnuiida an iaquaryt and iniinuatcai ibat proofa 
nigltt iiU be obuincd. He afcribea the fuccefa of the Huat to ibe 
irimioal ncgleft of revenging Julian*t death* 

*^ At the funeral of VeTpafiam the comedian who perf^taated that 
nigal emperor, anxioully inquired, how much it coft ?— ^Fourdcora 
^leaiand pounds (centiea).i«-Give me the tenth part of the ftnn, and 
brow my body into the Tyber. 8imoD. in Veipafian. c. 19. with 
^ aotcf of Cnfiinbon and Gc9iwvi«i» 

9f 
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<9f the faults and follies of the deceafed empetof* 
His various character and fingular manners 
afforded an ample fcope for pleafantry and ridi* 
cuIe'^V In the exetcife of his uncommon ta- 
lents, he often defcended below the majefty of 
his rank. Ateicander was transformed into Dio- 
genes ; the philofopher was degraded into a prieft. 
The purity of his virtue was fuliied by exceffivc 
vanity ; his fuperflition difturbed the peace, and 
endangered the fafety, of a mighty empire ; and 
his irregular failles were the lefs entitled to in« 
dulgence, as they appeared to be the laborious 
efforts of art, or even of affeftation. The re- 
tnains of Julian were interred at Tarfus in Cilicia ; 
but his (lately tomb which arofe in that dty» on 
the banks of the cold and lympid Cydnus "% was 
difpkafmg to the ^thful friends, who loved and 
revered the memory of that extraordinary man. 
The philofopher exprefled a very reafonable wi(b, 
that the difciple of Plato might have repofed 
amidll the groves of the academy "^ : while the 
foldier exclaimed in bolder accents, that the aOies 
of Julian ihould have been mingled with thofe of 
Caclar, in the field of Mars9 and among the an« 

vi7 Gregory (Onu iv. |^. 1199 tto.) comptres tbit fuppofed i;<' 
SMniny and rHliculeto the fimcnil homiun of Conftaotiut, whole bod/ 
WM chaonted over mount Taunit by a choir of angeit. 

<|S Quintnt Curtint, I. in. c. 4. The luxorianey of his delcrip^ 
lioaa hat been often eenftiicd, Yet it was almoft the chMy of the 
biftarian to dafcribe a river, whofe waiert bad nearly proved fatal to 



<I9 Libftttiaty Orat. Parent, c. 156. p. 377. Yet he acknow- 
Mget with gratitnde the liberality of the two royal brotbera in dtco. 
fating the tomb of Julian (de akif, Jul, iiece^ c, 7, p. ts**); 

dent 
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cient monuments of Roman virtue '*^ The hiftory c ha p. 
of princes does not very frequently renew the ex- 
ample of a fimilar competition* 

140 Cujttt Aiprfma et cincres, ,fi qui tone {ufle confulerer, non 
Cydnns ridtrt deberet, quamvit gratiflimut amnis et liquidut : fed 
ad perpetamndam glonam nRt faAonim pr«terlambere Tiberis^ 
raterfecant urbtm «temam» divorumque veterum monumenta prie- 
^ingent. AmmIaD« xxy. lo. 
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CHAPj txv. 

The Government and Death of Jovian.-^Ete6lkn of 
Valentihianj who affociates his Brother Valens, and 
makes the final Divifion of the Eafiern and Wejiem 
Empires. ^^Revolt of Procopius, — Civil and Eccle* 
fiq/lical Adminiflration.'^ Germany. ^^ Britain. — 
Africa.^The Eafi.—The Danube. -^Death ofVa* 
lentinian.^His two Sons^ Gratian and Volenti* 
hian 11.^ fucceed to the WeJlem Empire. 

e H A p. nr^E Atiili of Julian had left the public afj 
XXV. •*- fairs of the empire in a very doubtful and 
Stateofthe dangetous fituation. The Roman army was faved 
AD*** 6 ^y ^^ inglorious, perhaps a neceffary treaty ' } and 
the firft moments of peace were confecrated by the 
pious Jovian to reftore the domeftic tranquillity of 
the church and ftate. The indifcretion of his pre** 
deceflbr, inftead of reconciling, had artfully fo« 
mented the religious war : and the balance which 
he afie£led to preferve between the hoftile iadions, 
ferved only to perpetuate the conteft, by the vi- 
ciflitudes of hope and fear, by the rival claims of 
ancient poffeffion and aftual favour. The Chrif* 
tians had forgotten the fpirit of the Gofpd ) and 
the Pagans had imbibed the fpirit of the church. 
In private families, the fentiments of nature were 

I The medals of Jomn adorn him with Ti£ioriet» laurel crowns, 
and proflrate captives. Ducangt^ FamiL Bysaniin. p. 5ft. Flatterr 
it a fooliih fuicidei ftie dcnroyi h^rfelf with her own hands* 

cxtinguiflied 
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cxtinguiflied by the blind fury of zeal and revenge : 
the majefty of the bws was violated or abufed ; 
the cities of the Eaft were ftained with blood ; and 
the moil implacable enemies of the Romans were 
in the bofom of their country. Jovian was edu- 
cated in the profeffion of Chriftianity j and as he 
marched from Nifibis to Antioch, the banner of 
the Crofs, the Labarum of Conftantine, which 
was again difplayed at the head of the legions, 
announced to the people the faith of their new 
emperor. As foon as he afcended the throne, 
he tranfmitted a circular epiftle to all the gover« 
nors of provinces : in which he confefled the di- 
vine truth, and fecured the legal eftablifhment, of 
the Chi^iftian religion. The infidious edids of 
Julian were aboliihed } the ecclefiaftical immunitieft 
were reftored and enlarged; and Jovian conde- 
fcended to lament, that the diftrefs of the times 
obliged him to diminiih the meafure of charitable 
diftributions \ The Chriftians were unanimous in 
the loud and fincere applaufe which they beftowed 
on the pious fucceflbr of Julian. But they were 
ftill ignorant what creed, or what fynod, he would 
chufe for the ftandard of orthodoxy; and the 
peace of the church immediately revived thofe 
eager difputes which had been fufpended during 

» JoTian reftored to the church «» «fx«^ xoo-fuw 5 a forcible and 
comprehenfive exprefllon (Philoftorgius, 1. viii. c. 5. with Gode- 
froy's Diflcrtationi, p. 319. So«omcn, 1. vi. c. 3.). The new law 
which condemned the rape or marriage of nunt (Cod. Thcod. 1. ix« 
tit. xxT. leg. %.), it exaggerated by Soxoraen i who fuppofei, that 
an aroorou$ glance, the adultery of the heart, was puniihed with 
death by the evangelic legiflator. 

0^2 the 
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c H^A P. the feafon of pcrfecurion. The epifcopad leaders of 
the contending feds, convinced, from experience, 
how much their fate would depend on the earlieft 
fmpreflions that were made on the mind of an 
untutored foldier, haftened to the court of Edefla, 
or Antioch. The highways of the Eaft were 
crowded with Homooufian, and Arian, and Semi- 
Arian, and Eunomian bifliops, who flruggled to 
cutftrip each other in the holy race ; the apart- 
ments of the palace refounded with their cla^- 
mours ; and the ears of the prince were afl&ulted, 
and perhaps aftoniflied, by the Angular mixture 
of metaphylical argument and paffionate inve&ive '• 
The moderation of Jovian, who recommended con- 
cord and charity, and referred the di^tants to 
the fentence of a future council, was interpreted 
as a fymptom of indifference ; but his attach- 
ment to the Nicene creed was at length difcovered 
and declared, by the reverence which he exprefled 
for the ^ cctlejiial virtues of the great Athanafius* 
The intrepid veteran of the faith, at the age of fe- 
venty, had iffued from his retreat on the firft in- 
telligence of the tyrant's death. The acclamations 
of the people feated him once ihore on the archi- 



1 Conptre Socrates, 1. iii, c. 15. and PhiloHorgius, I. viii. c. 6. 
with Godf froy*t Di(rertation$, p. 330. 

4 The word cmUftisl faintly exprcffes the impious and extravagant 
flattery of the empcior to the archbiHiopy ttk irpo; rw Oiov rev oX&iy 
•ftauKTWi, (Sec the original epiftle in Athanafius, torn. ii. p. 33.). 
Gregory Naiianxen (Drat. xxi. p. 391.) celebrates the friend (hip of 
}ovian and Atbanafius. The primate*s journey was advifed by the 
I^gyptian monks ( rillcroont, Mem. Ecdef, torn. viii. p. aai.)- 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. aap 

epifcopal throne ; and he wifely accepted, or an- ^ ^^ ^' 
ticipated, the invitation of Jovian. The vene* s^^,^ 
rable figure of Athanafius, his calm courage, and 
infinuating eloquence, fuftained the reputation 
which he had already acquired in the courts of 
four fucceflive princes '• As foon as he bad 
gained the confidence, and fecured the faith, of 
the Chriftian emperor, he returned in triumph, 
to his diocefe, and continued, with mature coun« 
fels, and undiminiflied vigour, to dire6t, ten 
years longer % the ecclefiaftical government of 
Alexandria, Egypt, and the Catholic church. Be- 
fore his departure from Antioch, he aflured Jo- 
vian that his orthodox devotion would be re- 
warded with a long and peaceful reign. Atha- 
nafius had reafon to hope, that he ihould be al- 
lowed either the merit of a fuccefsful predidion, 
or the excufe of a grateful| though ineffedoal^ 
prayer ^. 

5 AtlTananus, at the court of Antioch, it agreeably reprefented 
by La Bleterie (Hift. de JoTien, toin« i. p. ifti— 14S.) 1 be tranr* 
lates the fingular and original conferences of the emperor, the pri- 
mate of £gypt| and the Arian deputies. The Abbe is not fatisfied 
with the coarfe pleafantry of Jovian j but his partiality for Athana. 
fius aflumcs, in bit eyes, the chara6ler of juftice. 

6 The true «ra of his death is perplexed with feme difficulties 
('rillemoRt, Mem, Ecclef. torn. viii. p. 719 — 713. )• But the date 
(A.D* 373, May ».)» which ftems the moft conCftent with hiftory 
and reafon, is ratified by his authentic life (Maflei Oflervaaioni Let. 
tcraire, torn. iii. p. 8i«).. 

7 See the obiervationt of Valeiius and Jortin (Remarks on Eccle- 
fiaftical Hiftory, vol. iv. p. 38. )» on the original letter of Athanafius; 
which is prefcived by Theodoret (1. iv. c. 3.). In fome MSS. this 
indifcreet promife is omitted ; perhaps by the Catholi^Si jealous of 
the prophetic fame of their leader. 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

The flighteft force, when it is applied to affift 
and guide the natural defcent of its objed, ope- 
rates with irrefiftible weight j and Jovian had the 
good fortune to embrace the religious opinions 
which were fupported by the fpirii of the times, 
and the zeal and numbers of the moft power- 
ful feft •. Under his reign, Chriftianity obtained 
an eafy and lafting victory ; and as foon as the 
fmile of royal patronage was withdrawn, the ge- 
nius of paganifm, which had been fondly raifed 
and cherifhed by the arts of Julian, funk irreco- 
verably in the duft. In many cities, the temples 
were fliut or deferted : the phiiofophers, who 
had abufed their tranfient favour* thought it pru- 
dent to (have their beards, and difguife their pro- 
feilion ; and the Chriftians rejoiced, that they 
were now in a condition to forgive, or to revenge, 
the injuries which they had fuffered under the pre- 
ceding reign'. The conftemation of the Pagan 
world was difpelled by a wife and gracious edift 
of toleration; in which Jovian explicitly de- 
clared, that although he fliould feverely punifli 
the facrilegious rites of magic, his fubjefts might 
cxerciie, with freedom and fafety, the ceremonies 
of the ancient worfliip. The memory of this 
Uw has been preferved by the orator Themiftius, 
who was deputed by the fenate of Conftantinople 

» Athanafius (apud Tbeodorer, I. iv. c. j.) »««gntfie« the nuroher 
«f the orthodox, who compofed the whole world, wxptf 6\rym vm 
T» A^HH ^^wmm. Thit aflertion was verified in the fpace of thirty 
or forty yrara. 

9 Socratet, !. iii. e. 94. Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. iv. p. 131. )» 
and Libanius (Orat. Parcntalis, c. 14S. p. 369.), cxptcfa the AW^ 
fenttmcnti of their RfpeAiFe faaipns. 

to 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 131 

to exprefs their loyal devotion for the new empe* ^ ^xv^^ 
ror. Thoniflius expatiates on the clemency of %-— ^-ilg^ 
the Divine Nature, the facility of human error^ 
the rights of confcience, and the independence of 
the mind; and, with fome eloquence, inculcates 
the principles of philofophical toleration ; whofe 
aid Sup^rftition herfelf, in the hour of her diftrefs, 
is not aihanved to implore. He juftly obferves, 
that, in the recent changes, both religions had 
been alternately difgraced by the feeming acquis 
fition of worthlefs profelytes, of thofe votaries of 
the reigning purple, who could pafs, without a 
reafon, and without a blufh, from the church to 
the temple, and from the altars of Jupiter to the 
lacred table of the Chriflians *\ 

In the fpace of feven months, the Roman his pro- 
troops, who were now returned to Antioch,' had J^n^jJ^ 
performed a marcb ojF fifteen hundred mHes ; in a. D. 163/1 
which they had endjured all the hardihips of war* ^ * 
of famine, and' of climate. Notwithftanding 
their fervices, their fatigues, and the approach 
of winter, the timid and impatient Jovian al- 
lowed only, to the men and horfes, a refpite of 
i^x week^. Jhe emperor could not fuftain the 
indifcreet and m^Iicioi^s raillery of the people of 



*» Tbemiftinty OnUr, p. 63—71. ^dtt. Harduln, Parif» i6S4« 
T(ie Abb^ de la Bleterie judiciouQy remarks (Hift. de Jovien, torn. i« 
p. 199. }» tb^t Sozomen has forgot the general toleration i and The. 
iniAiuSy the eftablifliment of the Catholic religion. Each of tlirm 
turned away from the objcA which he difliked j and wiihed to fup- 
prcfsthe part of the edi6l the leali honourable^ in hit opinioOi t« tha 
emperor Jovian. 
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CHAP. Antioch ". He was impatient to poflefs the 

XXV • 

palace of Conftantinople ; and to prevent the 
ambition of fome competitor, who might oc- 
cupy the vacant allegiance of Europe. But he 
foon received the grateful intelligence, that his 
authority was acknowledged from the Thracian 
Bofphorus to the Atlantic ocean. By the firft 
letters which he difpatched from the camp of 
!^Aefopotamia, he had delegated the military 
command ct ^Gaul 2[nd lUyricum to Malarich, a 
brave and faithful ofBcer of the nation of the 
Franks; and to his father-in-law, count LuciU 
lian, who had formerly diftinguiflied his courage 
and conduft in the defence of Nifibis. Mala- 
rich had declined an ofGce to which he thought 
bimfelf unequal; and Lucillian was inaffacred 
at Rheims, in an accidental mutiny of the Bata« 
vian cohorts ". But the moderation of Jovinus, 
mailer-general of the cavalry, who forgave the 
intention of his difgrace, foon appeafed the tu- 
mult, and confirmed the uncertain minds of the 
foldiers. The oath of fidelity was adminiftered, 
and taken with loyal acclamations ; and the de* 
puties of the Weflern armies '* faluted their new 
fovereign as he defcended from Mount Tauru^ 

*' Oi )i An»x*^i ^X i^^^^ JiEXfiwo w^f aurov: otXX' ixtarflSTtt 

Johan. AntJochen. in Excerpt. Valcfun. p. 845. The libels of An- 
tioch may be admitted on very flight evidence. 

** Compare Ammianus (xxv. lo.), who omits the name of the 
Bataviansy with Zofimus (I. iii. p. I97.)> who removes the fceneof 
aflion from Rbeims to Sirmium. 

'3 Quos capita fcholarum ordo caftrenlis appelUt. Aoimian. 
Itx7. lOf and Valef. ad locunu 

to. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 533 

to the city of Tyansi, in Cappadocia. From ^ "^v/" 

Tyana he continued his hafty march to Ancyra^ '^-^^^^ 

capital of the province of Galafia ; Tn^here Jovfan 

aflumed, with his infant fon» the name and ea- 

iigns of the confuUhip '\ Dadaftana '% an ob- a.d. jC^ 

fcure town, almoft at an equal diftancc between J»«***'y*t 

Ancyra and Nice, was marked for the fatal 

term of his journey and his life. After indulging 

himfelf with a plentiful, perhaps an intemperate, 

fupper, he retired to reft; and the next morn** 

ing the emperor Jovian was found dead in his 

bed. The caufe of this fudden death was vari« D.athof 

oufly underftood. By fome it was afcribed to the ^)^b.*i7* 

confequences of an indigeftion, occafioned either 

by the quantity of the wine, or the quality of 

the muflirooms, which he had fwallowed in the 

evening* According to others, he was fuffbcated 

in his lleep by the vapour of charcoal ; which 

extracted from the walls of the apartment the 

unwholefome moifture of the frefli plaifter '•# 

But the want of a regular inquiry into the deati; 

U Cujos Tagituc, pertinaciter reluAantity ne in cvmli fella vdie. 
retur ex more, id qood mox accidie protendebat. Auguftus and his 
fucceflbrs refpcflfully folicited a diffvenfaiion of age for the Tons or 
nephewi whom they raifed to the confulftiip. But 4be curule chair of 
the firft Brutui had never been difhonoured by an infant. 

*5 TIfe Itinerary of Antoninus fixes Dadaftana S15 Roman mile^ 
from Nice i 117 from Ancyra (WcflcUng, Iiincrar. p. 142,). The 
pilgrim of Bourdeaux, by omitting fome (lige», reduces the wboU 
ipace from 142 to 181 miles. VVtiTeling, p. 574. 

** Sec Ammianus (xxv, 10.), Eutropius (x. 18. )> ^^^ "^'g^t 
Jikewife be prefent ; Jerom (torn. t. p. 16. ad Heliodorun)}, Orofiut 
(vii. 31. )t Sozomen (1. vi. c. (.), Zofimus (1. iii. p. 1979 198.), 
and Zonaras (torn. ii. I. xiii. p« 18, S9*)* ^^ cannot cxpe6l 4 
perfe6l a^ement^ aad we ihall not difcufs minute diflferences. 

' ' of 
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^4 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c ff A p. of a prince, whofe reign and perfon were foon 

forgotten, appears to have been the only drcum* 

fiance which countenanced the malicious whifpers 

of poifon and domeftk guilt '^ The body of 

Jovian was fent to Conftantiiiople, to foe intened 

with his predeceflbrs ; and the fad proceffion was 

met on the road by his wife Charito, the daugh* 

ter of count Lucillian ; who ftill wept the recent 

death of her father, and was haftening to dry her 

tears in the embraces of an Imperial hufband. 

Her dtfappointmenc and grief were embittered 

by the anxiety of maternal tendernefs. Six weeks 

before the death of Jovian, his infant fon had 

been placed in the curule chair, adorned with 

the title of NobiliJ/ipiusy and the vain enfigns of 

the confulflup. Unconfcious of his fortune, the 

royal youth, who, from his grandfather, aflumed 

the name of Varronian, was reminded only by the 

jealoufy of the government, that he was the fon 

of an emperor. Sixteen years afterwards he was 

fliU alive, but he had already been deprived of 

«n eye ; and his affllAed mother expected, every 

hour, that the innocent vi£lim would be torn from 

her arms^ to appeafe with his blood the fufpicioas 

of the reigning prince '% 

>7 Ammiaiiut, uiiinindf4tl of hU ufual candour and good ien&» 
cevpaces the death of the harm left Jovian to that of the fecond 
Africanuty who had excited the feari and rercatmcnt-of the popular 
laAion. 

■* Chryfoftom, torn. i. p. 3)6. 344. e(Ut« Moiufaucon. TheChrif. 
tim orator atUmpta to comfort a widow hy theexampies of illuftriooa 
■liftfortunei i and obTerveiy that of nine emperors ^including the Cse- 
/arGalliu) who bad reigned in his time, only two (Conftantine and 
ConftantinsJ, died a natural death. Such vague confolatioos hav« 
■ever wiped awaj a fingle tear. 

After 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 235 

After the death of Jovian, the throtie of the ^"xv''* 
Roman world remained ten days *• without a ^^*-^^— *^^ 
mailer. The minifters and generals ftiU con- ^f^^^ 
tinued to meet in council ; to exerdfe their re- throne, 
fpeftive functions ; to maintain the public order; »6/ '^^ 
and peaceably to conduft the army to the city of 
Nice in Bithynia, which was chofen for the * 
place of the election **. In a folemn aflembly 
of the civil and military powers of the empire^ 
the diadem was again unanimoufly o6fered to the 
praefeft Sallufl. He enjoyed the glory of a fe- 
cond refufal : and when the virtues of the father 
were alleged in favour of his fon, the prsefeft, 
with the firmnefs of a difinterefled patriot, de- 
clared to the electors, that the feeble age of the 
one, and the unexperienced youth of the other, 
were equally incapable of the laborious duties of 
government. Several candidates were propofed : 
and, after weighing the objeftions of charafter 
or fitaation, they were fucceffively rejected : but, 
as foon as the name of Valentinian was pro- 
nounced, the merit of that officer united the 

>9 Ten days appeared fcarcely fufEcient for the march and clcaion. 
Itutit may be obferved $ i. That the generals might command the 
expeditious ufe of the public pofts for themfelves, their attemiantSp 
and meflengeri. «. That the troops, for the eafe of the cities, 
marched in many divifions} and that the head of the column might 
arrive at Nice, when the rear halted at /^ncyra. 

*<> Ammianus, xxvi. i, Zofimus, 1. iii. p. 19?. Philoftorgiut, 
l.viii. c. 8. and Godefroy, DiflTcrtat. p. 334« Philoftorgius, wh» 
appears to have obtained fbme curious and authentic intelligence, 
afcribes the choice of Valentinian to the Pr^fe^ Salhift, the mafter- 
general Arintbeus, Degalaiphus count of the domeftics, ai>d the Pa« 
trician Datianus, whofe prefling recommcndationa from Ancyra had 
a weighty influence in the elc^ion, 

fuflfragei 
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,36 THE DECLINE AND PALL 

CHAP, fuffrages of the whole aflfembly, and obtained the 
x^i^w-w fincere approbation of Salluft himfelf. ValentU 
Eieaion j^j^ n ^^^ ^jjc foxi of couot Gratian, a native of 

and cha. , , •• . ^ 

raaer of Cibalis, in Pannonia, who, from an obfcure con- 
**"^*' dition, had raifed himfelf, by matchlefs ftrength 
and dexterity, to the military commands of Africa 
• and Britain ; from which he retired, with an 
ample fortune and furpictous integrity. The rank 
9nd ferviccs of Gratian contributed, however, to 
fmooth the firft fteps of the promotion of his 
fon ; and afforded him an early opportunity of 
4ifplaying thofe folid and ufeful qualifications, 
which raifed his character above the ordinary 
level of his fellow- foldiers. The perfon of Va- 
lentinian was tall, graceful, and majeftic. His 
manly countenance, deeply marked with the im« 
preilion of fenfe and fpirit, infpired his friends 
with awe, and his enemies with fear: and, to 
fecond the efforts of his undaunted courage, the 
fon of Gratian had inherited the advantages of 
^ ftrong and healthy conftitution. By the habits 
pf challity and temperance, which reftrain the 
appetites and invigorate the faculties, Valen« 
tinian preferved his own, and the public, efteem. 
The avocations of a military life had diverted 
his youth from the elegant purfuits of literature; 
he was ignorant of the Greek language, and the 
?irts of rhetoric ; but as the mind of the orator 
was never difconcerted by timid perplexity, he 
was able, as pften as the occafion prompted him, 

*.» Ammianus (xxx. 7. 9.)» and the younger Viftor, hive fur- 
^iflicd ihe portrait of ValcntinUn j which naturally precedes and 

^luftrates the iiillury of his reign. 

• <4 »« 
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OF THE ROMAK EMPIRE. 13^ 

to deliver his decided fentiments with bold an4 chap. 
ready elocution. The laws of martial difcipline 
were the only laws that he had ftudied ; and he 
was foon diftinguifhed by the laborious diligence, 
and inflexible feverity, with which he difcharged 
and inforced the duties of the camp. In the 
time of Julian he provoked the danger of dif- 
grace, by the contempt which he publicly tx^ 
prefled for the reigning religion ^* ; and it ihould 
feem, from his fubfequent condud, that the in« 
difcreet and unfeafonable freedom of Valentinian 
was the eflfefl of military fpirit, rather than of 
Chriftian zeal. He was pardoned, however, and 
(till employed by a prince who efteemed his 
merit *' : and in the various events of the Perfian 
war, he improved the reputation which he had 
already acquired on the banks of the Rhine. 
The celerity and fuccefs with which he executed 
an important commiflion, recommended him to 
the favour of Jovian; and to the honourable 
command of the fecond fchooU or company, of 
Targetteers, of the domeftic guards. In the 
march from Antioch, he had reached his quarters 
at Ancyra,. when he was unexpededly fummoned 
without guilt, and without intrigue, to aflume, 

** At Antiochy where he was obliged to attend the emperor to the 
temple, he ftruck a prieft, who had prtfunfied to purify him with 
iaAral water (Sozomen, i. vi. c. 6. Theodoret, I. til. c. 15.), 
Such public defiance might beconoe Valentinian \ but it could leave 
no room for the unworthy delation of the philofopher Maximus^ 
tvhich fuppofes fooie more private t)iience (Zofimuif !• i?. p. 200, 
aoi.). 

*l Socrates, 1. iv« A previous exile to Melitene, or Thebais (the 
firft might be poflible), is interpofed by Sozomen (1. vi. c. 6.) and 
Philoftorgius (!• vii« c. 7. with Godcfroy^s DifTcrtationS; p. 29 3>)* 

in 
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c k A p. in the forty-third year of his age, the abiblute 
\^m^,'^} government of the Roman empire. 
Hcif ac- The invitation of the minifters and generals 
cd by tbf' at Nice was of little moment, unlefs it were con- 

a!i>' 6 fir°^^ by ^^? v^^c^ ^f ^^^ army. The aged 
Feb. 26. ' Salluft, who had long obferved the irregular 
fluctuations of popular aiTemblies, propofed, un- 
der pain of death, that none of thofe perlbns, 
whofe rank in the fervice might excite a party in 
their favour, fliould appear in public, on the day 
of the inauguration. Yet fuch was the preva- 
lence of ancient fuperfticion, that a whole day 
was voluntarily added to this dangerous inter- 
val, becaufe it happened to be the intercalation 
of the Biflextile *^. At length, when the hour 
was fuppofed to be propitious, Valentinian ihew- 
ed himfelf from a lofty tribunal: the judicious 
choice was applauded ; and the new prince was 
folemnly invefted with the diadem and the pur- 
ple, amidft the acclamations of the troops, who 
were difpofed in martial order round the tribunal* 
But when he Itretched forth his hand to addrefs 
the armed multitude, a bufy whifper was acci- 
dentally ftarted in the ranks, and infenfibly fwell- 
ed into a loud and imperious clamour, that he 
(hould name, without delay, a colleague in the 

^4 Ammianut, in a long, becaufe unfeafonablet digreflion (xxvi* 
7. and Valci'ius ad locum), raOily fuppofes that he underftandt an 
aftronomical queflion, of which his readers are ignorant. It it 
treated wiih mure judgment and propriety by Cenforinttt (de Die 
Natali, c. 20.}, and Macrobius (Saturnal. ]. i. cap. la— 16.). 
The appellation of Bijfextile, which mark$ the inaufpiciout year 
(Auguftin, ad Januarium, Epift. 119.) is derived from the fi^VMi 
of \)Mifa(tb day of ihe calends of March* 

empire. 
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Cthpire. The intrepid calmnefs of Valentinian ^ " a p, 
obtained filence, and commanded refpedl : and ^^^- w 'W 
he thus addreflfed the affembly: " A few mi- 
** nutes finoe it was in yoUr power, feliow-fol- 
" diers, to have left me in the obfcurity of a 
" private ftatiort. Judging, from the teftimony 
•* of my paft life, that I deferved to reign, you 
" have placed me on the throne. It is now mj 
" duty to confult the fafety and intereft of the 
•* republic. The weight of the univerfe is un- 
•• doubtedly too great for the hands of a feeble 
^ mortal. I am confcious of the limits of my 
* abilities, and the uncertainty of my life : and 
" far from declining, I am anxious to folicity 
" the alfiftance of a worthy colleague. But, 
" where difcord may be fatal, the choice of a 
" faithful friend requires mature and ferious 
" deliberation. That deliberation (hall be my 
" care» Let your conduct be dutiful and con- 
" fiftent. Retire to your quarters ; refrefh your 
^ minds and bodies ; and cxpcft the accuftom- 
" ed donative on the acceffion of a new empe- 
" ror "." The aftoniihed troops, with a mix- 
ture of pride, of fatisfaftion, and of terror, con- 
feffed the voice of their mafter. Their angry 
clamours fubfided into filent reverence; and Va- 
lentinian, encompaffed with the eagles of the 
legions, and the various banners of the cavalry 
and infantry, was conduced, in warlike pomp, 
to the palace of Nice. As he was fenfible, how- 
ever, of the importance of preventing fome rafh 

*i Va!cnhaian*t lirft fpecch is full in Ammianus (xxvi. s.) \ 
coocife aod fentcnuout ift FbiloOorgiut (U viii. c« S.). 

6 declara- 
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546 THE DECLINE AND JPALL 

declaration of the foldiers^ he confulted the af« 
fembly of the chiefs : and their real fentiments 
were concifely expreifed by the generous freedom 
of Dagalaiphus. " Moft excellent prince/' faid 
that officer, *' if you confider only your family, 
** you have a brother ; if you love the republic, 
" look round for the moft defervmg of the Ro- 
** mans".** The emperor, who fupprefled his 
difpleafure, without altering his intei^tion, ilowly 
proceeded from Nice to Nicomedia and Con* 
mS aflo. ftantinople. In one of the fuburbs of that capi- 
brothel"' ^^*% thirty days after his own elevation, he be- 
Vaiens, ftowcd the title of.Auguftus on his brother Va- 
WUKh%V. lens ; and as the boldeft patriots were convinced, 
that their oppofition, without being ferviceable 
to their country, would be fatal to themfelves, 
the declaration of his abfolute will was received 
with filent fiibmiffion. Vaiens was now in the 
thirty-fixth year of his age ; but his abilities had 
never been exercifed in any employment, mili' 
tary or civil ; and his charaAer had not infpired 
the world with any fanguine expeftations. He 
poffefled, however, one quality, which recom* 
mended him to Valentinian, and preferved the 
domeftic peace of the empire; a devout and 
grateful attachment to his bene&dor, whofe fu* 
periority of genius, as well as of authority, 

^^ Si tuosy amat, Imperator optime^ habes fratrem ; fi Rempub- 
Ifcaniy qii«re quern veftias. Ammiam. xxvi. 4. In the divifion of 
the empire, Valentinian retained that (Incere counfellor for hinfcif 
(c. 6.). 

^7 In fuburbano, Ammian. xxvi. 4. The famous Heidaun, of 
field of Mart, was diftant from Conitantinople either feven ftadia> 
' or frven miles. See Valefrus and his brotUeri td loc« andDucaogei 
Conft, K ii. p. 140, 141 • 17*9 X73* ^ ■ 
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Valens humbly and cheerfully acknowledged in '^SJ^^* 
every action of his life **. ^^^^^^^Sm^ 

Before Valentinian divided the provinces, be The final 
reformed the adminiftration of the empire. All d'vifionof 
ranks of fubjeds, who had been injured or op* andweftem 
prefled under the reign of Julian, were invited ^'o^g- 
to fupport their public accu'fations. The filence June, 
of mankind attefted the fpotlefs integrity of the 
praefedt Sallud**; and his own preffing folicita'^ 
tions, that he might be permitted to retire from 
the bufinefs of the ftate, were rejected by Valen- 
tinian with the mod honourable exprefiions of 
friendfhip and efteem. But among the favourites 
of the late emperor, there were many who had 
abufed his credulity or fuperftition; and who 
could no longer hope to be protefted either 
by favour or juftice '**. The greater part of the 
minifters of the palace, and the governors of the 
provinces, were removed from their refpeftive 
ftations ; yet the eminent merit of fome officers 
was diftinguiihed from the obnoxious crowd; 
and, notwithftanding the oppoiite clamours of 
zeal and refentment, the whole proceedings of 
this delicate inquiry appear to have been con- 

** Participem quidem legitimum poteftatis ) fed in modum appa« 
ritoris morigerum, iit progiediens aperiet textus. Aoimian. xxvi. 4. 

*9 Notwithftanding the evidence of Zor.aras, Siiidas, and the PaC- 
chai Chronide, M. de Tillemont (Hid. des Empereuri, torn. v. 
p. 671.) toijhet to diibslieve thefe ftoriet fi avantageufet ii un payen. 

so Eunapius celebrates and exaggerates the fuiferings of Maximut 
(p. Sa, S3.) ; yet he allows, that this fophift or magician, the guilty 
favourite of Jolian, and the perfonaf enemy of Valentinian, was dii^ 
mifled on the payment of a fmall fine. 

Vot. IV. R dufted 



Digitized by 



Google 



241 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. du£ted with a reafonable (hare of wifdom and 
moderation''. The feftivity of a new reign 
received a fliort and fufpicious interruption from 
the fudden illnefs of the two princes : but as foon 
as thdr health was reftored, they left Gonftan- 
tinople in the beginning of the fpring* In the 
caftle or palace of Mediana, only three miles 
from Naiflus, they executed the folemn and final 
divifion of the Roman empire '\ Valentinian 
bellowed on his brother the rich prxfedure of 
the Eaji^ from, the Lower Danube to. the con- 
fines of Perfia ; whilft he referred for his imme- 
diate government the warlike prxfedures of 
Ulyricuniy Italy^ and Gaulj from the extremity of 
Greece to the Caledonian rampart ; and from the 
rampart of Caledonia to the foot of Mount 
Atlas* The provincial adminiftration remained 
on its former bafis ; but a double fupply of gene- 
rals and magiftrates was required for two coun- 
cils, and two courts : the divifion was made with 
a juft regard to their peculiar merit and fituation^ 
and feven mafter- generals were foon created, 
either of the cavalry or infantry. When this 
important bufinefs had been amicably tranfa£ted, 
Valentinian and Valens embraced for the lad 
time. The emperor of the Weft eftablifhed his 
temporary refidence at Milan ; and the emperor 
of the £aft returned to Conftantinople, to aflume 

'■ The loofe aflertiont of a general difgrace (Zofimut, !• iv. 
p. 201.) are deleted and refutedby Tillernont (torn. v. p. »i«). 
1*^ Amiiiiauiis, xxvi. 5, 
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lominion of fifty provinces^ of whofe language • ^ ^^ **• 
lias totally ignorant ". ^--^v^^ 

he tranquillity of the Eaft was foon difturbed Revolt of 
rebellion ; and the throne of Valens was P'o^opiui, 
atenod by the daring attempts of a rivals Sept. iS. * 
e affinity to the emperor Julian '^ was his 
merit, and had been his only crime. Pro* 
us had been haftily promoted from the qb^ 
t ftation of a tribune, and a notary, to the 
command of the army of Mefopotamia ; the 
c opinion already named him as the fucceffor 
prince who was deftitute of natural heirs } 
a vain rumour was propagated by his friends, 
is enemies, that Julian, before the altar of 
Moon, at Carrhae, had privately invefted 
bpius with the Imperial purple ". He en- 
ured, by his dutiful and fubmifTive behaviour, 
arm the jealoufy of Jovian ; refigned, with- 
conteft, his military command ; and re- 
with his wife and family, to cultivate the 
patrimony which he pofTefled in the pro- 
of Cappadocia. Thefe ufeful and innocent 

dfulsL] ^mmianus fays, in general trrms, fubagreftis ingenii, ncc beU 
'"^'"^^^ tc tiberalibus ftutJiis eruditii^. Ammian. xxxi. 14. The 

rhcmiflius, witb tbe genuine impertinence of a Greek, wiflied 

\ firft time to fpeak the Latin language, the dialect of his fove- 

vnf ^MtXixToy jCfotTtiaUf, Orit. vi. p. 71. 

*hc uncertain dfgrec of alliance, or confanguinity, is expreflld 

'•, words an^to^f cognatus, confobiinus (fee Vaiefius ad Am- 

'^ *;. iixiii. 3.). The mother of Procopius might be a lifter of 

i, and Coant Juliao, the mother and uncle of the apoitate, 

^. Fam. Byzantin. p. 49. 

[inmian. xxiii. 3. xxvi. 6. He mentions the report with 

kfitation: fui'urravit obfcurior fama j nemo enim difli au^of 

verus. It ferves, however, to remark, thai Piocopius was ^ 
Yet his religion does not appear to have pro4ioted, or ob* 

I9 bii pretcnfioosi 
"R I ^ R a occu- 
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CHAP, occupations were interrupted by the appearance 
\m^^/'mL^ of an ofEcer, with a band of foldicrs, who, in the 
name of his new fovereigns, Valentinian and Va* 
lens, was difpatched to condufl the unfortunate 
Procopius either to a perpetual prifon, or an 
ignominious death. His prefence of mind pro- 
cured him a longer refpite, and a more fplendid 
fate. Without prefuming to difpute the royal 
mandate, he requefted the indulgence of a few 
moments to embrace his weeping family; and, 
while the vigilance of his guards was relaxed by 
a plentiful entertainment, he dexteroufly efcaped 
to the fea-coa(l of the Euxine, from whence he 
paiTed over to the country of Bofphorus. In that 
fequeftered region he remained many months, 
expofed to the hardfliips of exile, of folitude, 
and of want; his melancholy temper brooding 
over his misfortunes, and his mind agitated by 
the juft apprehenGon, that if any accident ihould 
difcover his name, the faithlefs Barbarians would 
violate, without much fcruple, the laws of ho- 
ipitality. In a moment of impatience and defpair, 
Procopius embarked in a merchant veffel, which 
made fail for Conflantinople ; and boldly afpired 
to the rank of a fovereign, becaufe he was not 
allowed to enjoy the fecurity of a fubjefl. At 
firft he lurked in the villages of Bythinia, con- 
tinually changing his habitation, and his dif- 
guifc '•. By degrees he ventured into the capital, 

}6 One of his retreats was a countryohoufe of Eunomius, the be- 
r^ic. The mafter was abfent, innocent, ignorant $ yet he nar- 
rowly efcaped a fentence of death, and was baoiflicd into the ft- 
mole parts of Mauritania (PUiloftorg. I, ix, c. 5. 8. and Godefrvy*! 
Diiffrf. p. J^9--37*')' 
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trufted his life and fortune to the fidelity of ^ h a p. 
two friends, a fenator and an eunuch, and con- 
ceived fome hopes of fuccefs, from the intel* 
ligence which he obtained of the a£tual ftate of 
public aflPairs. The body of the people was in- 
lefled with a fpirit of difcontent : they regretted 
the juftice and the abilities of Salluft, who had 
been imprudently difmiiTed from the prsfe^ure 
of the Eaft. They defpifed the charader of 
Valens, which was rude without vigour, and 
feeble without mildnefs. They dreaded the in- 
fluence of his father-in-law, the Patrician Pe- 
tronius, a cruel and rapacious minider, who ri- 
goroufly exacted all the arrears of tribute that 
might remain unpaid fmce the reign of the em- 
peror Aurelian. The circumftances were pro- 
pitious to the deiigns of an ufurper. The hoftile 
meafures of the Perfians required the prefence of 
Valens in Syria: from the Danube to the Eu- 
phrates the troops were in motion ; and the 
capital was occafionally filled with the foldiers 
who pafled, or repafled, the Thradan Bofphorus. 
Two cohorts of Gauls were perfuaded to liften 
to the fecret propofals of the confpirators ; which 
were recommended by the promife of a liberal 
donative ; and, as they (till revered the memory 
of Julian, they eafily confented to fupport the 
hereditary claim of his profcribed kinfman. At 
the dawn of day they were drawn up near the 
baths of Anaftafia ; and Procopius, clothed in a 
purple garment, more fuicable to a player than 
to a monarch, appeared, as if he rofe froih the 
R 3 dead» 
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CH^AP. dead, in the midft of Conftantinople, The fol- 
diers, who were prepared for his reception, 
filiated their trembling prince with ihouts of joy, 
and vows of fidelity. Their numbers were foon 
incrcafed by a fturdy band of peafants, collected 
from the adjacent country ; and Procopius» 
fliielded by the arips of his adherents, was fuci- 
ceflively condu&ed to the tribunal, the fenate, 
and the palace. During the firft moments of his 
tumultuous reign, he was aftoniflied and terrified 
by the gloomy filence of the people ; who were 
either ignorant of the caufe, or apprehenfive of 
the event. But his military ftrength was fuperior 
to any adual refiftance ; the malecontents flocked 
to the ftandard of rebellion; the poor were ex- 
cited by the hopes, and the rich were intimidated 
by the fear, of 4 general pillage; and the ob* 
ftina(e credulity of the multitude was once more 
deceived by the pronlifed advantages of a revo- 
lution. The magiftrates were feized ; the prifons 
;ind arfenals broke open ;^ the gates, and the 
entrance of the harbour, were diligently occupied ; 
^nd, in a few hours, Procopius became the ab* 
folute, though precarious, mafter of th^ Imperial 
city. The ufurper improved this unexpe&ed 
fuccefs with fome degree of courage and dexterity, 
He artfully propagated the rumoiirs and opinions 
the mod favourable to his intereft ; while he 
deluded the populace by giving audience to the 
frequent, but imaginary, ambafladors of diftant 
nations. The large bodies of troops ftationed in 
the dties of Thrace, aiid the fortreffes of the 
IfOwer Danube^ v^^ere gradually involved in the 
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guilt of rebellion : and the Gothic princes con- ^ " ^ p. 
fented to fupply the fovejeign of Conftantinople 
with the formidable ftrength of feveral thoufand 
auxiliaries. His generals paiTed the Bofphorus, 
and fubdued^ without an effort, the unarmed, 
but wealthy, -provinces of Bithynia and Alia. 
After an honourable defence, the city and ifland 
of Cyzicus yidded to his power; the renowned 
legions of the Jovians and Herculians embraced 
the caufe of the ufurper, whom they were ordered 
to crufh; and, as the veterans were continually 
augmented with new levies, he foon appeared at 
the head of an army, whofe valour, as well as 
numbers, were not unequal to the greatnefi of 
the conteft. The fon of Hormifdas '', a youth 
of fpirit and ability, condefcended to draw his 
fword againft the lawful emperor of the Eaft ; and 
the Perfian prince was immediately inverted with 
the ancient and extraordinary powers of a Roman 
Proconfuh The alliance of Fauftina, the widow 
of the emperor Conftantius, who entrufted her- 
felf and her daughter to the . hands of the 
ufuiper, added dignity and reputation to his 
caufe. The princefs Conftantia, who was then 
about five years of age, accompanied in a litter 

37 Hprmifdae maturo javeni Hormifd^e regalia illitif filioi potef* 
tatem Proconfulis detulit j et civiliay more veterum^ ct bella, rec* 
tiMTo* Ammian. xxvi. S. The Perfian prince efcapcd with honour 
and fafety, and was afterwards (A.D. 3 So.) reftored to the fame 
extraordinary office of proconful of Bithynia (Tillcmont, Hid. des 
Empcreurs, torn. v. p. 204.). I am ignorant whether the race of 
SaiTan was propagated. I find (A.D. 5i4.«} a pope Hormifdas { 
bat be was a native of Frufino, in Italy (Pagi, Brev. Pontific. torn. i. 
p. »47.)- ^ , 
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CHAP, the march of the army. She was ihewn to the 
^.p^i-v'W multitude in the arms of her adopted father; 
and as often as Ihe paffed through the ranks, the 
tendernefs of the foldiers was inflamed into mar* 
tial fury": they recoUeded the glories of the 
houfe of Conftantme, and they declared, with 
loyal acclamation, that they would (hed the laft 
drop of their blood in the defence of the royal 
infant »^ 
Hit defeat In the mean while, Valentinian was alarmed 
A.p"66, sind perplexed) by the doubtful intelligence of 
M»r»»- the revolt of the Eaft, The difliculties of a 
German war forced him to confine his imme* 
diate care to the lafety of his own dominions; 
and, as every channel of communication was 
ftopt or corrupted, he liftened, with doubtful 
anxiety, to the rumours which were induftrioufly 
fpread, that the defeat and death of Valens had 
left Procopius fole mafter of the eaftem pro* 
vinces* Valens was not dead: but, on the news 
of the rebellion, which he received at Caefarea, 
he bafely defpaired of bis life and fortune ; pro* 
pofed to negociate with the ufurper, and difco* 
yered hi^ fecret inclination to abdicate the Im- 
perial purple. The timid monarch was faved 
from difgrace and ruin by the firmnefs of bis 
miniflers, and their abilities foon decided in his 

J* The infant rebsl vtas afterwards the ^ife of the emperor Gra- 
tian i but (he died young and childleft. See Du^ngei Fam. By- 
lantin. p. 4S. 59. 

19 Se<juimini cul minis fummi profapiam, was the language of 
Procopius I who afFe^lrd to defpife the obfcure birth|^ and fortuitoui 
el^^ion, of the upftait Pannonian. AiniDiao; xsri. 7. 
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favour the event of the civil war. In a feafon of <^ 9 a p. 
tranquillity, Salluft had refigned without a mur- 
mur j but as foon as the public fafety was at- 
tackedy he ambitioufly folicited the pre-eminence 
of toil and danger; and the reftoration of that 
virtuous minifter to the praefedure of the Eaft, 
was the firft ftep which indicated the repentance 
of ValenSy and fiitisfied the minds of the people. 
The reign of Procopius was apparently fupport- 
ed by powerful armies, and obedient provinces. 
But many of the principal officers, military as 
well as civil, had been urged, either by motives 
of duty or intereft, to withdraw themfelves from 
the guilty fcene; or to watch the moment of 
betraying, and deferting, the caufe of the ufurper. 
Lupidnus advanced, by hafty marches, to bring 
the legions of Syria to the aid of Valens. Ann- 
theus, who, in ftrength, beauty, and valour, ex- 
celled all the heroes of the age, attacked with a 
fmall troop a fuperior body of the rebels. When 
he beheld the faces of the foldiers who had ferved 
under his banner, he commanded them, with a 
loud voice, to feize and deliver up their pre* 
tended leader; and fuch was the afcendant of 
his genius, that this extraordinary order was tn- 
ftantly obeyed*". Arbetio, a refpeftable veteran 

40 Et dedignatus hominem fuperare ccrtamine defpicabilero, 
SU&oritatU et celfi fiducia corporis, ipfis hoftibus juffit, fuuin vin* 
cire itAorem: atque ita turmarum antefignanus umbratili* com« 
pivnfus ruonim manibut. The ftrength and beauty of Arintbeut, 
the new Hercules, are celebrated by St. Bafil j who fuppofes that 
God had created him at an inimitable model of the human fpecies. 
The painters and fculptors could not expreft his figure : the hifto* 
riant appeared fabulous when they related hit exploiu (AnmiaD. 
sxTi. aD4 Valef. ad loc*). 
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c " ^^* of the great Conftantine, who had been difiin- 
^•^-^/^ guiflied by the honours of the confuUhip, was 
perfuaded to leave his retirement, and once more 
to condud an army into the field. In the heat 
of aAion, calmly taking oflF his helmet, he (hewed 
his grey hairs, and venerable countenance; fa- 
luted the foldiers of Procopius by the endearing 
names of children and companions, and exhorted 
them, no longer to fupport the defperate caufe of 
a contemptible tyrant; but to follow their old 
commander, who had fo often led "them to honour 
and vi&ory. In the two engagements of Thya- 
tira^' and Nacofia, the unfortunate I'tocopius 
was deferted by his troops, who were feduced by 
the inftrudions and example of their perfidious 
officers* After wandering fome time among the 
woods and mountains of Phrygia, he was betray- 
ed by his defponding followers, conduced to the 
Imperial camp, and immediately beheaded. He 
fuffered the ordinary fate of an unfuccefsfal 
ufurper ; but the ads of cruelty which were ex- 
etcifed by the conqueror, under the forms of 
legal juftice, excited the pity and indignation of 
mankind **. 

41 The fame field of btttle it placed by Ammianut in Lycia, and 
by Zofimus at Tbyatira i which are at the diftance of 150 miles from 
each other. But Thyatira alluitor j:^» (Plin. Hift. Natur. v. 31. 
CcUariut, Geograph. Antiq. torn. ii. p. 79.) ; and the tranfcribers 
might eafily convert an obfcurc river into a well-known province. 

4* The adTentureSy ufurpation^ and fall of Procopius, are related, 
in a regular feries, by Ammianut (xxvi 6, 7, 8, 9» 10.} and Zofi* 
mut (1. iv« p. so)«-ito.}. They often illuftrate, and feldom con* 
tradiA, each other. Themiftius (Orat. vti. p. ^t, 93.) addt fomc 
bafc panegyric; and Eunapius (p, S3, 84.} fome maliciouaTatire. 
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Such indeed are the cotunon and natural ^ " a p, 
fruits of defpotifni and rebellion. But the in- v.^-s*^ 
quifition into the crime of magic, which, under ^«r!f '"• 
the rei£^ of the two brothers, was fo ngoroufly into the 
profecuted both at Rome and Antioch, was in* magfett 
terpreted as the fatal fymptom, cither of the ^it ^®"I* '"^ 
pleafure of heaven, or of the depravity of man- a.d. 37s* 
kind *\ Let us not hefitate to indulge a liberal ^^* , 
pride, that, in the prefent age, the enlightened 
part of Europe has aboliihed^^ a cruel and odious 
prejudice, which reigned in every climate of the 
globe, and adhered to every fyftem of religious 
opinions ^^ The nations, and the feds, of the 
Roman world, admitted with equal credulity, 
and fimilar abhorrence, the reality of that infernal 
art^% which was able to controul the eternal 
order of the planets, and the voluntary opera* 
tions of the human mind* They dreaded the 

41 Libanius (1e ulcifcend. Jiili:%n« necCi c. ix. p. 158, 159. The 
fopbtft deplorfs the public frenzy, but he does not (after their 
deaths) impeach the juftice of the emperors* 

44 The French and Engliih lawyers, of the prefent age, allow 
the tieory, and deny the ^«^/rf, of witchcraft (Denil;irt, Recueil de 
OeciAont de Jurifprudence, au mot Serdtn, torn. iv. p. 553. Black- 
ftvne's Commentaries, vol. iv, p. 60.). As private reaibn always 
prevents, or ouiftripl, public wifdom, the prefident Montefquieu 
(Efpnt des Loix, 1. xii. c. 5, 6.) rejeAs the exi/knet of m-^gtc. 

45 See Oeuvres de Bayle, torn. iii. p. 567—589. The foeptic of 
Rotterdam exhibits, according to hia cuflom, a ftrange medley of 
loofe knowledge, and lively wit. 

4* The pagans diflingui/hed between good and bad magic, the 
Theurgic and theGoetic (ililU de 1* Academic, &c. torn. vii. p. 15.)* 
But they could noi have defended this obfcure diftinAion againfl the 
acute logic ofBayle. In the Jewifli and Chriflian fyftem, «i/dx- 
roona aie infernal fpiritsi and aO commerce with them is idolatfy, 
apoftacy, ^c. which dtierves death ami damnation. 
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myfterious power of fpells and incantations, of 
potent htrhsy and execrable rites; which could 
extinguifli or recal life, inflame the paffions of 
the foul, blaft the works of creation, and exton 
from the reludant daemons the fecrets of futurity. 
They believed, with the wildeft inconfiftency, 
that this praeternatural dominion of the air, o: 
earth, and of hell, was exercifed, from the vileft 
motives of malice or gain, by fome wrinkled 
hags, and itinerant forcerers, who pafled thdr 
obfcure lives in penury and contempt*'. The 
arts of magic were equally condemned by the 
public opinion, and by the laws of Rome ; but 
as they tended to gratify the mod imperious paf- 
fions of th(S heart of man, they were continually 
profcribed, and continually praAifed^'. An 
imaginary caufe is capable of producing the mod 
ferious and mifchievous efieds. The dark pre- 
dictions of the death of an emperor, or the fuc- 
cefs of a confpiracy, were calculated only to fti- 
mulate the hopes of ambition, and to diiTolve the 
ties of fidelity; and the intentional guilt of ma- 
gic was aggravated by the adual crimes of trea- 
ty The Canidia of Horace (Carai, ]. v. od. 5. with Dacier*s and 
Sanadon*8 illuftrationtj is a vulgar witch. The Erifiho of Lucaa 
(Pharfal. vi. 430—830.) it tedious, difgufting, but fonictiiFCS 
fublime. She chides the delay of the Furies $ and threatens, with 
tremendous obfcarity, to pronounce their real names ; to reveal the 
true infernal countenance of Hecate | to invoke the fecret powers 
that lie helovf hell, &c« 

4* Genus hominum potentibus infidum, fperantibus fallas, quod 
in civitate noftia et vetabitur Temper et retioebitur. Tacit. Hift« u 
>a. See Auguftin. de Civitate Dei, K viii. c. 19. and the Tbeodo* 
iian Qodt, 1* ix« tit. xvi. with Godefroy*s Conmeatary. 
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Ton and facrilege *'• Such vain terrors difturbed ^ " ^ p. 
the peace of fociety, and the happinefs of indi- 
viduals i and the harmlefs flame which infenfibly 
melted a waxen image, might derive a powerful 
and pernicious energy from the affrighted fancy 
of the perfon whom it was malicioufly defigned to 
reprefent'*^. From the infufion of thofe herbs, 
which were fuppofed to poflefs a fupernatural in- 
fluence, it was an eafy flep to the ufe of more 
fubftantial poifon; and the folly of mankind 
fometimes became the inftrument, and the maik, 
of the mod atrocious crimes. As foon as the 
zeal of informers was encouraged by the miniflers 
of Valens and Valentinian, they could not refufe 
to liften to another charge, too frequently min- 
gled in the fcenes of domeftic guilt ; a charge of 
a fofter and lefs malignant nature, for which the 
pious, though exceflive, rigour of Conftantine 
had recently decreed the puniihment of death '\ 
This deadly and incoherent mixture of treafon 

49 The perfecucion of Antioch was occafioned by a criminal con- 
ftiitaiion* The twtfnty.four letters of the alphabet were arranged 
round a magic tripod; and a dancing ring, which had been placed 
in ttie centre, pointed to the four firft letters in the name of the fa- 
tore emperor, O. E. O. A. Theodorus (perhaps with many others 
who owned the fatal lyllables) was executed. Theodofiua fucceed. 
ed. Lardner (Heathen Tellimonies, vol. iv. p. 353— 37»«) has copi- 
oufly and fairly examined this dark tranfaAion of the reign of 
Valens. 

50 Limus ot hie durefcit, et htec ut cera liquefcit 

Uno eodemque igni Virgil. Bucolic, viii. So. 

Dcvovit abfentes, fimulacraque cerea figit* -- 

Ovid, in Epift. Hypfil. ad Jafon. 91. 
Such vain incantations could affefl the mind, and increale th# 
difeafe, of Germanicus. Tacit. Annal. ii. 69. 

S> See Heineccius Antiquitat. Juris Roman, torn. ii. p. 353, ScCm 
Cod. Theodofian. 1. ix. tit. 7. with Godefroy*s Commenury. 

and 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



XXV. 



254 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

-CHAP, and magic, of poifen and adultery, afforded in- 
fmite gradations of guilt and innocence, of ex- 
cufe and aggravation, which in thefe proceed- 
ings appear to have been confounded « by the 
angry or corrupt paffions of the judges. They 
eafily difcovered, that the degree of their induftry 
and difcernhient was eftimated, by the Imperial 
court, according to the number of executions 
that were furnifhed from their refpedive tribu- 
nals. It was not without extreme relu&ance that 
they pronounced a fehcence of acquittal; but 
they eagerly admitted fuch evidence as was ftain- 
ed with perjury, or procured by torture, to prove 
the moft improbable charges againfl; the moft 
refpeftable charafters. The progrefs of the en- 
quiry continually op>ened new fubjefts of crimi- 
nal profecution; the audacious informer, whofe 
ialfehood was detefted, retired with impunity; 
but the wretched viftim, who difcovered his real, 
or pretended, accomplices, was felJom permitted 
to receive the price of his infamy. From the 
extremity of Italy and Afia, the young, and the 
aged, were dragged in chains to the tribunals pf 
Rome and Antioch. Senators, matrons, and phi- 
lofophers, expired in ignominious and cruel tor- 
tures. The foldiers, who were appointed to 
guard the prifons, declared, with a murmur of 
pity and indignation, that their numbers were 
infufEcient to oppofe the flight, or refiftance, of 
the multitude of captives. The wealthieft fatni- 
lies were ruined by fines and confifcations ; the 
moft innocent citizens trembled for their fafety ; 
3 a»d 
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and we may form fomc noticm of the magnitude ^ " ^ p, 
of the evil, from the extravagant aflertion of an y-^yw 
ancient writer, that, in the obnoxious provinces^ 
the prifoners, the exiles, and the fugitives, form- 
ed the greateft part of the inhabitants *\ 

When Tacitus defcribes the deaths of the in- The cm- 
nocent and illuftrious Romans, who were facri- JeSunian*' 
ficed to the cruelty of the firft Caefars, the art of "^ ^•- 
the htftorian, or the merit of the fufferers, excite a', d. 
in our breafts the moft lively fenfations of ter- 5^4^S75« 
ror, of admiration, and of pity. The coarfe and 
undiftinguiihing pencil of Ammianus has deli- 
neated his bloody figures with tedious and dif- 
gufting accuracy. But as our attention is no 
longer engaged by the contraft of freedom and 
fervitude, of recent greatnefs and of a&ual mifery, 
we fliould turn with horror from the frequent 
executions, which difgraced, both at Rome and 
Antioch, the reign of the two brothers '*• Valens^ 
was of a timid *% and Valencinian of a choleric, 

difpo- 

5S The cruel perfecution of Rome and Antioch is dcfcribed, and 
moft probably exaggerated, by Ammianus (xxviii. i. xxix* i, s.) 
and Zofimut (1. i?. p. 216— iiS.). The philofopher Maximus^* 
with ibroe juftice^ was involved in the charge of magic (Ednapiut 
in Vit. Sophift. p. SS» 89.); ami young Chryfoftmn, who had acci. 
dentally found one of the pro fori bed bouks, gave himfclf for loft 
( nilemont, (lift, det Empereurs, torn, y, p. 340. >• 

SI Confult the Gx laft books of Ammianus* and more particularly 
the portraits of the two toyal brothers (xxx. 8, 9. xxxi. 14, )• Til* 
lemont has coUe^ed (torn. v. p. ii«-iS. p. ii7«— 1}30 from all 
antiquity their virtues and vices. 

54 The younger ViAor alTcrtSy that he was valde timidus : yet he 
behaved, as almoft every man would do, with decent resolution at 
the J^ad of an army« The fame hiftorian attempts to prove, that hit 

anger 
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CHAP, difpofition ". An anxious regard to his perlbnal 
fafety was the ruling principle of the adminiftra- 
tion of Valens. In the condition of a fubje£l, he 
had kifled, with trembling awe, the hand of the 
oppreffor : and when he afcenddd the throne, he 
reafonably expeded, that the fame fears, which 
had fubdued his own mind, would fecure the pa- 
tient fubmiffion of his people. The favourites of 
Valens obtained, by the privilege of rapine and 
confifcation, the wealth which bis ceconomy 
would have refufed**. They urged, with per- 
fuafive eloquence, tbat^ in all cafes of treafon, 
fufpicion is equivalent to proof; that the power, 
fuppofes the intention, of mifchief ; that the in- 
tention is not lefs criminal than the a&; and 
that a fubjefl no longer deferves to live, if his 
life may threaten the lafety, or difturb the repofe, 
of his fovereign. The judgment of Valentinian 
was fometimes deceived, and his confidence 
abufed ; but he would have filenced the informers 
with a contemptuous fmile, had they prefumed 
to alarm his fortitude by the found of danger. 
They praifed his inflexible love of juftice ; and, 
in the purfuit of juftice, the emperor was eafily 
tempted to confider clemency as a weaknefs, and 
paffion as a virtue. As long as he wreftled with 

anger was hartnlef}. Ammiantit obferves with more candour aod 
juHgmenty incidentia crimina ad contcinptain vel Ijefam priucipis 
amplitudinem trahcns, in fanguinem Oeviebau 

55 Cum eflet ad acerbitatrm naturae calorc propenfior • • • poe- 
nas per ignes augebat ct gladios. Ammian. xxx. S. See xxvii. 7. 

56 I have transferred the reproach of avarice from Valeot to bis 
lervants. Avarice more properly beloivgs to minifters than to kings; 
in whom that paflioD is commonly extinguiflied by abibJute pof- 
icflioD. 

his 
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his equals, in the bold competition of an ac- ^ xxv^' 
tive and ambitious life, Valentinian was feldom 
injured, and never infulted, with impunity: if 
his prudence was arraigned, his fpirit was* ap^ 
plauded; and the proudeft and mofl: powerful 
generals were apprehenfive of provoking the 
refentment of a fearlefs foldier* After he be« 
came mafter of the world, he unfortunately for- 
got, that where no refiftance can be made, no 
courage can be exerted ; and inftead of confult- 
ing the didates of reafon and magnanimity, he in- 
dulged the furious emotions of his temper, at a 
time when they were difgraceful to himfelf, and 
fatal to the defencelefs objects of his difpleafure. 
In the government of his houfehold, or of his 
empire, flight, or even imaginary, offences; a 
hafty word, a cafual omiffion, an involuntary 
delay, were chaftifed by a fentence of immediate 
death. ' The exprei&ons which iffued the moft 
readily from the mouth of the emperor of the 
Weft were, " Strike off his head ;" " burn him 
** alive j" " let him be beaten with clubs till he 
** expires";'* and his moft favoured minifters 
foon underftood, that, by a rafli attempt to 
difpute, or fufpend, the execution of his fan- 
guinary commands, they might involve them- 
felves in the guilt and punifhment of difobe- 
dience. The repeated gratification of this favage 

57 He foroctimet exprefled a fentence of Jeath with a tone of plea, 
fantry i ** Abi, Comesy et mata ei caput, qui fibi mutari provinciam 
«* cupit/* A boy» who bad flipped too haftily a Spartan hound ; aa 
armourer, who had made a poli/hed 'cuiraft that wanted fome grains 
of the legitimate weight, &c» were the Ti^imt of hit fury. 

Vol. IV. S juaice 
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^xxv^' i^^^^ hardened the mind of Valentinian aga^ 
pity and remorfe ; and the Tallies of pailion were 
confirmed by the habits of crueky '*• He could 
behold with cahn fatisfafkion the conruUive 
agonies of torture and deaths he ref^nred his 
firiendihip for thofe faithful fervante whofe tem^ 
per was the moft congenial to his own* The 
merit of Maximin, who had flaughtered the no- 
bleft families of Rome, was rewarded with the 
royal approbation, and the praefedure of Gaul 
Two fierce and enormous bears, di(Ungui(hed 
by the appellations of Innoance^ and Mm Aurea^ 
could alone deferve to (hare the favour of Max- 
imiih The cages of tbofe trufty guards were 
always placed near the bed-ehamber of Valen* 
tinian, who frequently am^fed his eyes with the 
grateful fpeftacle of feeing them teat and devour 
the bleeding Kmbs of the malefactors who were 
abandoned to their rage. Their diet and exer* 
eifes were carefulfy infpe£led by the Romait 
emperor \ and when Innocence had earned her dif^ 
eharge by a long courfe of meritorious ibrvice, 
the faithful animal was agaiti reflored to the free* 
dom of her native woods '% 

. s* The lonocents of Milan were art agent and tlirf€ a|>|iantors, 
whom Valentinian condemned for lignlfying a legal fummons. An»> 
mianus (xxvii. 7.) ttrargely Aippofes^ that all whe had been unjuftiy 
executed wen vrorfliipped aa martyra by the Chriitianii. Hit inn* 
partial filence doea not allow us to believe, that the great chain- 
berlain Rhodanua waa burnt alive for an aA of opprefiion (Chroo. 
Fafchal, p. 301. )• 

59 Ut bene meritani in fylvas jufllc ajbire hmmmm. AiDmiaB« 
axix. }• and Valefius ad- locum. 

9 JBat 
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^ut in the calmer moments of refle£Uon^ when ^^t ^^ 
the mind of Valens was not agitated by fear, oi ^^^^-Jm^ 
that of Valentinian by rage, the tyrant refumed ^^"^"^ 
the fentiments^ or at lead the condud, of the fa« Vemneiic. 
ther of his country. The difpaffionatd judgment 
of the Weftern emperor could clearly perceive^ 
hnd accurately purfue, his own and the public 
intereft; and the fovereign of the £aft, who 
imitated with equal docility the various examples 
which he received from his elder brother^ was 
fometinies guided by the wifdom and virtue of 
the pTsikA Salluft. Both princes invariably 
retained, in the purple, the chafte and tempe- 
rate iimplidty which had adorned their private 
life ; and, under their reign, the pleafures of the 
court never coft the people a blufli or a figh. 
They gradually reformed many of the abufes of 
the times of Conftantius ; judicioufly adopted and 
improved the defigns of Julian and his fuccefibr { 
and difplayed a ftyle and fpirit of legillatioa 
which might infpire pofterity with the moft fa* 
vourable opinion of their character and govern- 
ment. It is not from the mafter of Innocence^ 
that we fliould expeft the tender regard for the 
welfare of his fubjefts, which pi'ompted Valen» 
tinian to condemn the expofition of new-born 
mfants^{ and to eftablifli fourteen fkilful phy- 

So See the Code of Juftinian, 1. Tiii. tit. lii. leg. s. Unufquirque 
fobalem fuam nuiriat. Quod & exponendam putaverit antoiadvcr* 
fioni quie confticuta eft fdbjacebtt. For the prtfent I (hall not inter* 
fere in the difpute between Noodt and Binkerlhoek | how far» or how 
long^ thit unnatural pradiee bad been condemned or aboliflied by law» 
phiiefophy, and the more civilifed ftatc of fociety. 

S a ficians. 
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ficians, ^ith ftipends and privileges, in the fdur« 
teen quarters^ of Rome. The good fenfe of an 
illiterate foldler founded an ufeful and liberal in- 
Ititution for the education of youth, and the fup« 
port of declining fcience ^\ It was his intention, 
that the arts of rhetoric and grammar flioald be 
taught in the Greek and Latin languages, in the 
metropolis of every province ; and as the fize 
and dignity of the fchool was ufoally proportioned 
to the importance of the city, the academies 
of Rome and Conftantinople claimed a juft: and 
lingular pre-eminence. The fragments of the 
literary edi£fcs of Valentinian imperfe&ly repre- 
fent the fchool of Conftantinople, which was 
gradually improved by fabfequent tegulatioii9« 
That fchool confifted of thirty-one profeflbrs in 
different branches of learning. One philofopher, 
and two lawyers; five fophifts, and ten gram« 
marians for the Greek, and three orators, and ten 
grammarians for the Latin, tongae ; befides 
feven fcribes, or, as they were then ftyled, antf- 
quarians, whofe laborious pens fupplied the pul>- 
lic library with fair and correft copies of the 
claffic writers. The rule of conduft, which wa$ 
prefcribed to the ftudents, is the more curious^ 
as it affords the firfl: outlines of the form and 
difcipline of a modern univerfity. It was re-. 
quired, that they ihould bring proper certificate^ 

<^i Tliefe falutary inftitutions are explained to theTbeodofian Code, 
Lxtii. tit. iii. De Profejfi/nkia if AfeJkhf and I. xtv. tit. ix. D^Semdih 
UbiralUmsUrbhRoHue. Befidet our ufual guide (Godefroy), we may 
confulc Gianone (Iftoriadi Napoli, torn. i. p. 105— iik)> who has 
treated the interefting fobjed with the xeil andcuriofity of a man of 
Uiitr$t who ftudiei h.8 Uomeftic hiftory, 
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from the magiftrates of their native province, ^"xv*** 
Their names, profeflions, and places of abode, 
were regularly entered in a public regifter. The 
ftudious youth were feverely prohibited from 
wafting their time in feafts, or in the theatre; 
and the term of their education was limited to 
the age of twenty. The praefeft of the city was 
empowered to chaftife the idle and refraftory, by 
ftripes or ^xpuliion ; and he was directed to make 
an annual report to the matter of the oflices, that 
the knowledge and abilities of the fcholars might 
be ufefully applied to the public fervice. The 
inftitutions of Valentinian contributed to fecure 
the benefits of peace and plenty : and the cities 
were guarded by the eftabiifliment of the Defen* 
fors ^* ; freely eleded as the tribunes and advo- 
cates of the people, to fupport their rights, and 
to expofe their grievances, before the tribunals 
of the civil magiftrates, or even at the foot of 
the Imperial throne. The finances were dili- 
gently adminiftered by two princes, who had 
been fo long accuftomed to the rigid ceconomy 
ef a private fortune ; but in the receipt and ap- 
plication of the revenue, a difcerning eye might 
obferve fome difference between the government 
of the Eaft and of the Weft. Valens was per- 
iuaded, that royal liberality can be fupplied only 
by public opprefEon, and his ambition never af- 
pired to fecure, by their aftual diftrefs, the future 
ftrength and profperity of his people. Inftead 

-61 Cod. Theodof. 1. i. tir. xi. with Godefroy** Pardtithn, whjcll 
diligeoily gleans from the reft of tl.e code. 
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of increafing the weight of taxes, whidi, in the 
fpace of forty years, had been gradually doubled^ 
he reduced, in the firft years of his reign, one- 
fourth of the tribute of the Eaft *K Valentinian 
appears to have been lefs attentive and led ansa- 
ous to relieve the burthens of his people. He 
nught reform the abufes of the fifcal adminiftra* 
tion; but he exaAed, without fcruple, a very 
large (hare of the private property ; as he was 
convinced that the revenues, which fupported the 
luxury of individuals, would be much more ad- 
vantageoufly employed for the defence and im- 
provement of the ftate* The fubjefts of the Eaft, 
who enjoyed the prefent benefit, applauded the in- 
dulgence of their prince. The folid, but leis fplen- 
did, merit of Valentinian was felt and acknow- 
ledged by the fubfequent generation ^\ 

But the mod honourable circumftance of the 
charader of Valentinian, is the firm and tempe- 
rate impartiality which he uniformly preferved in 
an age of religious contention. His ftrong fenfe, 
3<4— 375- unenlightened, but uncorrupted, by ftudy, de- 
clined, with refpe£tful indifference, the fubtle 
queftions of theological debate. The govern^ 

^s Three lines from Amniianut (xxxi. 14.} counteoance a whole 
•ration of Themiftiut (riii. p. 10 1 — i»o.)y full of adulation, pe- 
«1antry» and common- pi ace morality. The eloquent M. Tbooiai 
(tom. i. p, 366-*-}96,) has amufied himfelf with celebrating the vir* 
tuet and geniot of Tbemiftiut, who was not unworthy of the age in 
which he lived* 

^ Zofimus, 1. iT* p. toa. Ammian. xxx. 9. His reforroatioo of 
coftly abufes might entitle him to the praife of, in provincialet admo- 
dum parcusy tributorum ubique molliena farcinas. By ibme, hia 
frugality was ftyledTirarice (Jerom. thron. p. iS60« 
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ment of the Earib claimed his vigilance, and ^^xv*** 

fatisfied his ambition i and while he remembered 

that he was the difciple of the church, he never 

forgot that he was the fovereign of the clergy. 

Under the reign of an apoftate, he had fignalised 

)iis zeal for the honour of Chriftianity: he al* 

lowed to his fubjeds the privilege which he had 

afltimed for hlmfelf; and they might accept, 

with gratitude and confidence, the general tole* 

ration which was grafted by a prince, addided 

to paiBon, but incapable of fear or of difguife ^\ 

The Pagans, the Jews, and all the various feds 

which acknowledged the divine authority of 

Chrift, were prote^ed by the laws from arbitrary 

power or popular infult; nor was any mode oi 

worfliip prohibited by Valentinian, except thofe 

fecret and criminal praftices, which abufed the 

name of religion for the dark purpoCes of vice 

and diforder. The art of magic, as it was more 

cruelly punifted, was more ftridly profcribed: 

but the emperor admitted a formal diftinfUon to 

proteQ the ancient methods of divination, which 

were approved by the fenate, and exercifed by 

the Tufcan harufpices. He had condemned, 

with the Gonrent of the moft rational Pagans, 

the licence of nofturnsd facrifices ; but he immedi*- 

^tely admitted the petition of Praptextatus, pro- 

^S Teftes Aipt legM a me in exordio Imperii mei darae : quibut 
^nicuique quod animo imbibinTet colendi libera facultas tributa eft* 
(^od« Tbeodof. K ix. tit«xvi. leg. 9. To this declaration of Valen- 
tinian, w« may add the various teftimontes of Ammianus (xxx* 9.), 
ZolJmas (I. iv» p. 204..}| and Sozomen (1. vi. c. 7. %i,)» Baroniua 
would naturally blame Aich rational toleration (Annal. Ecclef. 
A«X>. $70. N*»ia9— 13*. A.D. 376. N« 3,4.). 
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conful of Acbsua, who reprefented, that the life 
of the Greeks would become dreary and com- 
fortlefs, if they were deprived of the invaluable 
bleffing of the Eleufinian myfteries. Philofophy 
alone can boafl: (and perhaps it is no more than 
the boaft of philofophy), that her gentle hand is 
able to eradicate from the human mind the latent 
and deadly principle of fanaticifm. But this truce 
of twelve years, which was enforced by the wife 
and vigorous government of Valentinian, by fuf- 
pending the repetition of mutual injuries, contri* 
buted to foften the manners, and abate the pre- 
judices, of the religious fadions. 

The friend of toleration was unfortunately 
placed at a diilance from tHe fcene of the fierceft 
controverfies. As foon as the Chriftians of the 
Well had extricated themfelves from the fnares 
of the creed of Rimini, they happily relapfed 
into the {lumber of orthodoxy ; and the fmall 
remains of the Arian party that flill fubfifted at 
Sirmium or Milan, might be confidered, rather 
as obje£ls of contempt than of refentment. 
But in the provinces of the Eaft, from the Euxine 
to the extremity of Thebais, the ftrength and 
numbers of the hoftile ia&ions were more equally 
balanced; and| this equality, inftead of recom- 
mending the counfels of peace, ferved only to 
perpetuate the horrors of religious war. The 
monks and bifhops fupported their arguments 
by invedlives ; and their invefUves were fome« 
times followed by blows. Athanafius ftill reigned 
at Alexandra; the t|irones of Conftantinople 

and 
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and Antioch were occupied by Arian prelates, ^ ^ ^ p* 
and every epifcopal vacancy was the occafion of ^^■^ Lmf 
a popular tumult. The Homooufians were for« 
tified by the reconciliation of fifty-nine Mace- 
doxuan, or Senii-Arian, bifliops ; but their fecret 
relu£tance to embrace the divinity of the Holy 
Ghofl:, clouded the fplendour of the triumph: 
and the declaration of Valens, who, in the firft 
years of his reign, had imitated the impartial 
conduct of his brother, was an important vic- 
tory on the fide of Arianifm. The two brothers 
had pafled their private life in the condition of 
catechumens ; but the piety of Valens prompted 
him to folicit the facrament of baptifm, before 
he expofed his perfon to the dangers of a Gothic 
war. He naturally addrefled himfelf to Eudox- 
us ^% bifhop of the Imperial city ; and if the ig« 
norant monarch was inllruded by that Ariaa 
paftor in the principles of heterodox theology, 
his misfortune, rather than his guilt, was the 
inevitable confequence of his erroneous choice. 
Whatever had been the determination of the 
emperor, he muft have offended a numerous . 
party of his Chriftian fubjeds ; as the leaders 
both of the Homooufians and of the Arians be- 
lieved, that, if they were not fuffered to reign, 
they were moft cruelly injured and opprefled* 

^ Eudozut was of a mild and timid difpofition. When he baptised 
Valens (A. D. 367,), he muft have been extremely old $ fincehe bad 
fiudied theology fifty-five yeart before, under Luciani a learned 
and pious martyr. Pbiloftorg. I. ii. c. 14— 1 6, 1. W, c. 4. with 
Codefroy, p, 8a, 206. and Tillcmonti Mem* Ecclef* torn. v. p. 474' 
--4«o, &c. 

After 
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PH AP. After he had taken this decifive ftcp, it was 
extremely difficult for him to preferve either the 
virtue^ or the reputation, of impartiality. He 
never afpired, like Conftantius, to the fame of a 
prdfound theologian j but, as he had receire4 
ivith fimplicity and refpeft the tenets of Eudoxus, 
Valens refigned his confcience to the direQioii 
of his ecclefiadical guides, and promoted, by the 
influence of his authority, the re- union of the 
Atbanqfian beretia to the body of the catholic 
church. At firft, he pitied their blindnefs; by 
degrees he was provoked at their obdinacy ; and 
he infenfibly hated thofe fe£laries to whom he 
was an objeft of hatred *^ The feeble mind of 
Valens was always fwayed by the perfons witl^ 
whom he familiarly converfed ; and the exile or 
imprifonment of a private citizen are the fevours 
the mod readily granted in a defpotic court. 
Such puniihments were frequently inflided on 
the leaders of the Homooufian party; and the 
misfortune of fourfcore ecclefiafiics of Conftan« 
tinople, who, perhaps accidentally, were burnt 
on (hipboard, was imputed to the cruel and pre- 
meditated malice of the emperor, and his Arian 
minifters. In every conteft, the catholics (if wa 
may anticipate that name) were obliged to pay 
the penalty of their own faults, and of thofe of 
their adverfaries. In every election, the claims 
of the Arian candidate obtained the preference; 
and if they were oppofed by the majority of the 

^7 Gregory Ntiiapxeo (Orat. xxv. p. 43ft.} infultc ihe pcrfemting 
rpirit of the Allans^ at an infallible fy mptom of error and bcrrfy. 
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people, he was ufually fupported by. the authority chap. 
of the civil magiftrate, or even by the terrors of '^■^^ ^ ^w 
a military force. The enemies of Athanafiug 
attempted to difturb the lad years of his vene- 
rable agQ; and his temporary retreat to his h- 
ther's fepulchre has been celebrated as a, fifth 
exile. But the zeal of a great people, who in- 
ftantly flew to arms, intimidated the praefeft; 
and the archbi(bop was permitted to end his life 
in peace and in glory, after a reign of forty-reven 
years. The death of Athanafiua was the (ignal Death of 
of the perfecution of Egypt; and the Pagan mi- jJ'Jl'"*^ 
nifter of Valens, who forcibly ieated the worth- a. 0.573, 
lefs Lucius on the arcbiepifcopal throne, pur- ^^ 
chafed the favour of the reigning party by the 
blood and fofFerings of their Chrtftian brethren* 
The free toleration of the heathen and Jewiih 
worfhip was bitterly lamented, as a circumftance 
which aggravated the mifery of the catholics,, 
and the guilt of the impious tyrant of the Eaft ^'. 

The triumph of the orthodox party has left a j^(^ j^^ 
deep ftain of perfecution on the memory of Va- ^^ •>? p^"* 
len3 ; and the charaAer of a prince who derived 
his virtues, as well as his vices, from a feeble 
underftanding, and a pufillanimous temper, 
fcarcely deferves the labour of an apology. Yet 
candour may difcover fome reafons to fufpeft 
that the ecclefiaftical minifters of Valens often 
exceeded the orders, or even the intentions, of 

*' This (ketch of the eccUfiaftical govemoMnt of Valtnt it drawn 
from 6oeratct (1. iv.}, Sozomen (1. vi.}> 1 tico<ioret (1. it.), mJ 
the immenfe compilauons of Tillemoat (particularJj torn, v'u viii« ^ 
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CHAP, tbdr mafter ; and that the real meafure of fia£lt 
has been very liberally magnified by the vehe- 
men| declamation and eafy credulity of his anta- 
gdnifts**. I. The filence of Valentinian may 
foggefl: a probable argument, that the partial 
feverities, xi^hich were exercifed in the name and 
provinces of his colleague, amounted only to 
fome obfcure and inconfiderable deviations from 
the eftabliihed fyftem of religious toleration : and 
the judicious hiftorian, who has praifed the equal 
temper of the elder brother, has not thought 
bimfelf obliged to contraft the tranquillity of 
the Weft with the cruel perfecution of the Eaft ^^. 
2. Whatever credit may be allowed to vague 
and diftant reports, the charader, or at leaft the 
behaviour, of Valens may be moft diftinfUy feen 
in his perfonal tranfaftions with the eloquent 
Bafil, archbifliop of Csfarea, who had fucceeded 
Athanafius in the management of the Trinitarian 
caufe^'. The circumftantial narrative has been 
compofed by the friends and admirers of Bafil; 

«9 Dr. Jortin <Reinark:t on Bcclefiaftical Hiftoiy, vol. iv. p. 7^.) 
tias already conceived and intimated the fame rufpicion. 

70 This refleftion \% fo obvious and forcible, that Orofiut (!• vii, 
c« S*t 33*) deUys the perfecution till after the death of Valentinian. 
Socntety 00 the otiier har^, fuppofcs (I. iii. c. 3a.), that it was 
appeafcd by a philofophical oration, which Themiftiut pronounced 
in the year 374 (Orat. xii. p. 154. in Latin only). Such contra- 
diiSiont diminiih the evidence, and ceduce the term, of «be perft- 
Ctttion of Valens* 

71 Tillemont, whom I follow and abridge, has extraaed (Mem. 
Ecclef. torn. viii. p. 153 — 167.) the moft authentic circumftances 
from the Panegyrics of the two Gregoriest the brother, and the 
friend, of Bafil. The letters of Bafil himfelf (Dupin, Bibliotheque 
Ecclefiaftique, torn. ji. p. 155— 'l€o.}» do not prefent the image of 
a very lively perfecution. 
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Snd as foon as wc have ftripped away a thick ^"j^^^* 
coat of rhetoric and miracle, we fhall be aflo- 
niflied by the unexpe£ted mildnefs of the Arian 
tyrant, who admired the firmnefs of his charac- 
ter, or was apprehenfive, if he employed vio- 
lence, of a general revolt in the province of Cap- 
padocia. The archbifhop, who aflerted, with 
inflexible pride '% the truth of his ojunions, and 
the dignity of his rank, was left in the free pot 
fefficai of his confcience, and hb throne. The 
emperor devoutly ai&fted at the folemn fervice of 
the cathedral ; and, inftead of a fentence of ba- 
nifliment, fubfcribed the donation of a valuable 
eftate for the ufe of an hofpital, which Bafil 
had lately founded in the neighbourhood of Cas- 
farea "• 3. I am not able to difcover, that any 
law (fuch as Theodofius afterwards enabled againit 
the Arians) was publiflied by Valens againfl: the 
Athanafian fe^aries ; and the edid which excited 
the mod violent clamours, may not appear fa 
extremely reprehenfible. The emperor had ob- 
ferved, that feveral of his fubje£ts, gratifying their 
lazy difpofition under the pretence of reUgion, 
had jaflfociated themfelves with the monks of 
Egypt; and he directed the count of the Eait 

72 Bafilius Caefarienfis epifcopus Cappadocis clarus habetor • • • • 
^ui multa continently et ingenii bona uno ruperbiae malo perdidiu 
This irreverent paiTage is pf rfeflly in the ftyle and chara^er of St/ 
Jcronn. It does not appear in Scaliger*s edition of bis ChroDicle | 
but Ifaac VoHius found it in ibnie old MSS. which had not been it« 
formed by ihe monks. 

7S This noble and charitable foundation (almoft a new city) fur* 
pa(r.d in merit, if not in greatnefs^ the pyramids, or the waU* of 
Babylon. It was principally intended for the reception of lepert 
(Greg, Nazianzen, Orat* xx. p. 419*) • 
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CHAP, to drag them from their folitude ; and to compel 
•m^r-^~i_' thofe defer ters of fociety to accept the fair aker- ! 
native, of renouncing their temporal poflfeifioiiSy 
or of difcharging the public duties of men and 
citizens ^\ The mmifters of Yalens feem to hare 
extended the fenfe of this penal ftatute, fina 
they claimed n right of enlifting the young and 
id>le-bodied monks iti the Imperial armies. A 
detachment of cavalry and infantty^ cdniifting of 
three thoiifand men, marched from Alexandria 
into the adjacent defert of Ni(ria^% which was 
peopled by five thoufand monks. The foldiers 
were condaded by Arian priefts; and it is re* 
ported, that a confiderable ilaughter was made in 
the monafteries which difobeyed the commands of 
their fovereign **• 
Valentini' * The flrift tegulations which had been framed 
thIJ aT«ice ^y *^ wifdom of modern Icgiflators to reftnun 
or the the wealth and avarice of the clergy, iimy be 
a!d\jo. o>'>ginally deduced from the example of the em- 
peror Valentinian. His edi£f addrefled to 

DamafuSj 

74 Cod. Theodof. 1. xti. tit. i, leg. 6%* Godefroj (torn. ir. 

fi* 409-*4i3.) performs the duty of a comnientacor and idvocate. 
TtlUmont (Mem. Ecclef. toin. viii. p. %oZ,)fo^^i% fecond law to 
excufe hit orthodox friends, who had mifreprefented the edifi of 
Valens, and AipprefTed (he liberty of choice. 

79 See d'Anville, Defcription de TEgyptfy' p. 74. Hereafter I 
IhaU coniider the monaftic inftttmions. 

7tf Socrates, I. ir. c. 14, %$, Orofius, I. rii. c. 33. Jerooiia 
Cliron. p. rS9, and torn. ii. p. ait. The naonks of Egypt per^ 
formed rfiany miracles, which prove the troth of their faith. Right, 
fays Jortin (Remarks, vol. iv. p. 79.), biit «»hat proves the truth of 
thofe miracles f 

77 God. Theodof. 1. xvi. tit. ii. leg. «o. Gfodefroy (tom. fi. 
p. 49.), after the example of B»Mtas| iapartiaily cotleas ftU tbst 
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Damafus, bifhop of Rome, was publicly read in chap. 
the churches of the city. He admoniftcd the ^*^* 
ecclefiafticB and monks not to frequent the houfed 
of widows and virgins; and menaced their d}& 
dbedience ^ith the animadverfion of the civil 
judge. The direftor was no longer permitted to 
deceive any gift, or legacy^ or inheritance, from 
the liberality of his fpiritual daughter: every 
tedament contrary to this edi£l was declared null 
and void} and the illegal donation was confif-i 
cated for the ufe of the tf eafury. By a fubfequent 
regulation, it-ihould feem^ that the fame pro* 
virions were extended to nuns and biihops; and ' 
that all perfons of the ecclefiaftical order were 
rendered mcapable of receiving any teftamentarjr 
gifts, and ftridly confined to the natural and 
legal lights of inheritance. As the guardian of 
domeftic happi^els and virtue, Valentinian ap^ 
plied this fevere remedy to the growing evil. 
In the capital of the empire, the females of noJ 
ble and opulent houfes polTeifed a very ample 
ihare of independent property : and many of thofe 
devout females bad embraced the dodrines of 
Chriftianky, sot only with the cold alTent of the 
enderitanding, but with the warmth of affedion^ 
and perhaps with the eagernefs of fafliion. They 
facrificed the pleafures of drefs and luxury ; and 
renounced, for the praife of chaftity, the foft 
endearments of conjugal foeiety. Some eccle<< 

tbe fathers have did on the fohjeA of this important laW $ whofe 
fptric vKit long afterwards revived by the emperor Frederic II.. 
Edward I. of Eogismd^ and othtr Chriftian princes who reigned after 
tbe twelfth century. 

fiadicy 
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CHAP, fiaftic, of real or apparent fanftity, was chofen 
to dired their timorous conrdence, and to amufe 
the vacant tendemefs of their heart : and the un« 
bounded confidence, which they haftily beftowed, 
was often abufed by knaves and enthufiafts ; who 
haftened from the extremities of the Eaft, to 
enjoy, on a fplendid theatre, the privileges of the 
monadic profeflion. By their contempt of the 
world, they infenfibly acquired its moft defirable 
advantages ; the lively attachment, perhaps, of a 
young and beautiful woman, the delicate plenty 
of an opulent houfliold, and the refpedful ho* 
mage of the Haves, the freedmen, and the clients 
of a fenatorial family. The immenfe fortunes of 
the Roman ladies were gradually confumed, in 
lavilh alms and expenfive pilgrimages; and the 
artful monk, who had afEgned himfelf the firft, 
or poi&bly the fole place, in the teftament of his 
fpiritual daughter, ftill prefumed to declare, with 
the fmooth face of hypocrify, that be was only 
the inftrument of charity, and the fteward of the 
poor. The lucrative, but difgraceful, trade'*, 
which was exercifed by the clergy to defraud the 
expedations of the natural heirs, had provoked 
the indignation of a fuperftitious age : and two 
of the moft refpeftable of the Latin fathers very 

7» The expreflions which I hare ufcd are temperate and feeble, 
if compnred with the vehement inve^ives of Jerom (torn. i. p. 13. 
45» I44-* &c;). In /wj turn, he was reproached with the guilt which 
he imputed to his biother monks s and iht Sceltratttt, the yerJSpeilU, 
was publicly accufed as the lover of the widow Paula (torn. ii. 
p. 363.). He undoubtedly pofleflcd the afieaions, both of the mo- 
iher and the daughter j but he declares, that he Defer abufed his 
influence, to anjr fcifi/h or fenfual purpofe. 

honeftly 
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honeftly confefs, that the ignominious edift of ^ " ^ p. 
Valentinian was juft and neceffary ; and that the 
Chriftian priefts had deferved to lofe a privilege, 
Vfhich was ftill enjoyed by comedians, charioteers, 
and the minifters of idols. But the wifdom and 
authority of the Icgiflator are feldom viftorious 
in a conteft with the vigilant dexterity of private 
intereft : and Jerom, or Ambrofe, might patiently 
acquiefce in the juftice of an ineffeflual or falutary 
law. If the ecclefiaftics were checked in the pur- 
fuit of perfonal emolument, they would exert a 
more laudable induftry to increafe the wealth of 
the church ; and dignify their covetoufnefs with the 
fpecious names of piety and patriotifm ?^ 

Damafus, bifhop of Rome, who was condrained Ambitiofi 
to ftigmatize the avarice of his .clergy by the "Jp^""*^^ 
publication of the law of Valentinian, had the m^fus, 
good fenfe or the good fortune to engage in his Rome.^ 
fervice the zeal and abilities of the learned Je- .^^j 
rom ; and the grateful faint has celebrated the 
merit and purity of a very ambiguous charaftcr *^ 
But the fplendid vices of the church of Rome, 
under the reign of Valentinian and Damafus, 
have been curioufly obferved by the hiftorian 
Ammianus, who delivers his impartial fenfe in 

79 PuJet dicere^ facerdotes idolonim, mimi et aurigSy et fcorta, 
liieredttates capiuntc folis cltrieis ac fMnecbU liac lege prohibetur. 
Et non prohibetur a perfecutoribus, fed a principibut Cbriftianis* 
"Nee de lege queror; fed doleo cur mtruerlmut banc legem. Jerom 
(torn. i. p. 13.) difcrcetly infiouatet the fccret policy of hit patron 
Damafas. 

*« Three words of Jerom, JanHa memoria Damafut (rom.iL p. t09.)» 
wa(h away ail his ftainS| and blind the devout eyes of Tillemonl 
{Mem. Ecclef. torn. riii. p. 386—4.14 ). 

Vol, IV, T thcfc 
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CHAP, thefe expreffive words : " The prasfeflure of 
** Juventius was accompanied with peace and 
" plenty : but the tranquillity of his government 
" was foon difturbed by a bloody fedition of the 
" diftrafted people. The ardour of Damafus 
** and Urfinus, to feize the epifcopal feat, fur- 
" paffed the ordinary mcafure of human ambr- 

tion. They contended with the rage of party ; 

the quarrel was maintained by the wounds and 
" death of their followers ; and the praefeft, un- 
" able to refift or to appeafe the tumult, was 
** conftrained, by fuperior violence, to retire 
" into the fuburbs. Damafus prevailed: the 
" well-difputed victory remained on the fide of 
" his faftion ; one hundred and thirty-feven dead 
" bodies '* were found in the Baftlica of Sicini- 
** nus'*, where the Chriftians hold their reli- 
" gious aflcmblies j and it was long before the 
" angry minds of the people refumed their ac- 
« cuftomed tranquillity. When I confider the 
" fplendour of the capital, I am not aftoniflied 
'• that fo valuable a prize fhould inflame the de- 

•» Jerom himfclf is forced to allow, crudcnmmsB intcrftaiones 
Jivcifi ficxus pcrpctratae (in Chron. p. 186.). But an oifginal/*^ 
or pctiiion of two pufljyicrs of ibc adverfc party, has unaccountably 
efcaped. They affirm, that the doors of the Bafilica were burnt, 
and ihat the roof was untiled j that Damafus marched at the head 
of his own clergy, grave-diggers, chanotccrs, and hired gladiators 5 
that none of bii party were killed, but that one hundred and fixty 
dead bodies were found. This petition is publilhed by the P. Sir- 
iDond, in the fiift volume of his works, 

. «* The Bafilica of Sicirunus, or Liberius, it probably the church 
ot Sanaa Maria Maggiore, on the Efquiline hill. Baronius, A. D. 
367, No 3. J and Donaius, Roma ADticiua et Nova, 1. If. c. 3. 
f>* 462 • 

« fires 



Digitized by 



Google 



OP THE ROMAN EMPIRfc. ^75 

•* fires of ambitious men, and produce the fierceft c h a P; 
" and moft obftinate contefts. The fuccefsful 
** candidate is fecure that he will be enriched 
" by the offerings of matrons"; that, as foon 
*' as his drefs is compofed with becoming care 
" and elegance, he may proceed^ in his chariot^ 
" through the ftreets of Rome '* ; and, that the 
" fumptuoufnefs of the Imperial table will not 
*' equal the profufe and delicate entertainments 
" provided by the tafte, and at the expence, of 
** the Roman pontiffs. How much more ration 
" nally (continues the honeft Pagan) would thofe 
" pontiffs confult their true happinefs, if, inftead 
** of alleging the greatnefs of the city as an ex* 
" cufe for their manners, they would imitate the 
" exemplary life of fome provincial bi(hops5 
" whofe temperance and fobriety, whofe mean 
** apparel and downcaft looks, recommended 
" their pure and modeft virtue to the Deity, and 
** his true worftiippers •'.*' The fchifm of Da- 
mafus and Urfinus was extinguifhed by the exil6 
of the latter; and the wifdom of the praefeft 
Prffitextatus " reftored the tranquillity of the 

city. 

•J The enemic* of Damafus ftyled him Aurifcalfm Matronarum^ the 
ladies ear fcratcher. 

•+ Gregory Nazianzcn (Oi*at, xxxii. p. 5*6.) dcfcribes the pride 
and luxury of the prelates who reigned in the Imperial cities ; their 
gilt car, fiery ftecds, numerous train, &c. The crowd gave way at 
to a wild beaft. 

«5 Ammian. xxvii. 3. Perpetuo Numin?, wr//j^«* ejus cultoribut. 
The incomparable pliancy of a Polytheift ! 

•* Ammianusy who makes a fair report of his praefe^lure (xx?ii. 
^.), ftyles him prseclarx indolis, graviratifque, fjnaior (xxii. 7. and 
Valef. id loc). A carious infcription (Gruter MCII. N* 1.) 
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city. Praetextatus was a philofophic Pagan, a 
man of learning, of tafte, and politenefs ; who 
difguifed a reproach in the form of a jeft, when 
be aiTured Damafus, that if he could obtain the 
bifhopric of Rome, he himfelf would immediately 
embrace the Chriftian religion •^ This lively 
pifture of the wealth and luxury of the popes fa 
the fourth century, becomes the more curious, 
as it reprefents the intermediate degree between 
the humble poverty of the apoftolic filherman, 
and the royal ftate of a temporal prince, whofe 
dominions extend from the confines of Naples to 
the banks of the Po. 

When the fuffrage of the generals and of the 
army committed the fceptre of the Roman em- 
pire to the hands of Valentinian, his reputation 
in arms, his military (kill and experience, and 
his rigid attachment to the forms, as well as 
fpirit, of ancient difcipline, were the principal 
motives of their judicious choice. The eagernefs 
of the troops, who preflfed him to nominate his 
colleague, was juftified by the dangerous fituation 
of public affairs; and Valentinian himfelf was 
confcious, that the abilities of the moil active 



records, in two columns, his religious and civil honours. In one 
line he was Pontiff of the Sun, and of Vcfta, Augur, Quindecemvir, 
Hierophant, &c. &c. In the other, i. Qitaeflor candid at us, more 
probably titular, s. Prsetor. 3. Corred^or of Tufcany and Umbrta. 
4. Confular of Lulitania. 5. Proconful of Achaia. 6. Praefedof 
Konie, 7. Praetorian praeft£l of Italy. S. Of lilyricum. 9. Ccn- 
ful eled ; but he died before the beginning of the year 385. See 
Tilleniont, Hift. dfs Empereurs, torn. v. p. 241. 736. 

*7 Facite me Romanss urbis epifcopum ; et ero protinus Cbrifti* 
anus (Jerom, torn. ii. p. 165.). It is more than probable, that 
Damafus would not ha?e purchafcd his coATcrfion at fach a price. 
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mind were unequal jo the defence of the diftant ^Jxv ^* 
frontiers of an invaded monarchy. As foon as ^,-i-,>^^ 
the death of Julian had relieved the Barbarians 
from the terror of his name, the mod fanguine 
hopes of rapine and conquefl: excited the nations 
of the Eaft, of the North, and of the South* 
Their inroads were often vexatious, and fome- A.D« 
times formidable; but, during the twelve years ^^♦""^^i- 
of the reign of Valentinian, his firmnefs and 
vigilance prote£^ed his own dominions ; and his 
powerful genius feemed to infpire and dired the 
feeble counfels of his brother. Perhaps the me- 
thod of jannals would more forcibly exprefs the 
urgent and divided cares of the two emperors ; 
but the attention of the reader, likewife, would 
be diftraded by a tedious and defultory narrative. 
A feparate view of the five great theatres of war ; 
I. Germany; II. Britain; IIL Africa; IV. The 
£a(t ; and, V. The Danube ; will imprefs a more 
diftina image of the military (late of the empire 
under the reigns of Valentinian and Valens. 

I. The ambaffadors of the Alemanni had been j, ge». 
offended by the harfli and haughty behaviour of i*^^^; 
Urfacius, mafter of the offices " ; who, by zn manni in- 
aft of unfeafonable parfimony, had diminiflied ^fpfsSs! 
the value, as well as the quantity, of the pre- 
fents, to which they were entitled, either from 
cuftom or treaty, on the acceffion of a new em- 
peror. They expreffed, and they communicated 
to their countrymen, their ftrong fenfe of the 

'* Ammian. xxyi. 5. Val^fius adds a long and good note on the 
mafter of the oflice«. 

T 3 national 
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c^^p. national affront. The irafcible minds of the 
^— ^'•^ chiefs were exafperated by the fufpicion of con- 
tempt; and the martial youth crowded to their 
ftandard. Before Valentinian could pafs the Alps, 
the villages of Gaul were in flames; before bis 
general Dagalaiphus could encounter the Ale- 
manni, they had fecured the captives and the 
A. D. 366. fpoil in the forefts of Germany. In the bedn- 
ning of the enfuing year, the military force of 
the whole nation, in deep and folid columns, 
broke through the barrier of the Rhine, during 
the feverity of a northern winter. Two Roman 
counts were defeated and mortally wounded ; and 
the ftandard of the Heruli and Batavians fell into 
the hands of the conquerors, who difplayed, with 
infulting fhouts and menaces, the trophy of their 
viftory. The ftandard was recovered ; but the 
Batavians had not redeemed the (hame of their 
difgrace and flight in the eyes of their fevere 
judge. It was the opinion of Valentinian, that 
his foldiers muft learn to fear their commander, 
before they could ceafe to fear the enemy. The 
troops were folemnly aflfembled; and the trem- 
bling Batavians were inclofed within the circle of 
the Imperial army. Valentinian then afcended 
his tribunal ; and, as if he difdained to punifli 
cowardice with death ^ he inflicted a ftain of in- 
delible ignominy on the oflicers, whofe mifcon- 
duft and pufillanimity were found to be the firft 
occafion of the defeat. The Batavians were de- 
graded from their rank, ftripped of their arms, 
5ind condemned to be fold for flaves to th? 

higheft 
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higheft bidder. At this tremendous fentence the ^ J^^ ^' 
troops fell proftrate on the ground, deprecated v— ^-v-w 
the indignation of their fovercign, and protefted, 
that if he would indulge them in another trial, 
fhey would approve themfelves not unworthy of 
the name of Romans, and of his foldiers. Valcn- 
tinian, with afFefted reluftance, yielded to then: 
entreaties : the Batavians refumed their arms ; 
and, with their arms, the invincible refolution of 
wiping away their difgrace in the blood of the 
Alemanni ^\ The principal command was de- 
clined' by Degalaiphus ; and that experienced ge- 
neral, who had reprefented, perhaps with too much 
prudence, the extreme difficulties of the under- 
taking, had the mortification, before the end of 
the campaign, of feeing his rival Jovinus con- 
vert thofe difficulties into a decifive advantage 
over the fcattered forces of the Barbarians. At Their de-. 
the head of a. welUdifciplined army of cavalry, ^^^' 
infantry, and light troops, Jovinus advanced, 
with cautious and rapid fteps, to Scarponna **% 
in the territory of Metz, where he furprized a 
Jarge divifion of the Alemanni, before they had 
time to run to their arms ; and fluffied his foldiers 
with the confidence of an eafy and bloodlefs vic- 
tory. Another divifion, or rather army, of the 

^0 Ammi^n. xxvii. i. ZoOmiis, 1. iv. p. 208. The JifgiMceof 
the Batavians is fupjjreflcd by iric contcjvpoinry foMItr, from a rcgjid 
for military honour, which cowld not afftdit a Gietlc rhctoricim ot the 
fuicecding age. 

93 See d'/Vnville, Notice de rancienne G.u'e, p. ^S^. Tl^i name 
of the Mofelle, which is not fpecified by Amminnus, iscicaily uiider- 
4tood by Mafcou (ililt. of the ancient Geimans, vii. i.). 
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enemy, after the cruel and wanton devaftation of 
the adjacent country, repofed themfelves on the 
(hady banks of the Mofelle* Jovinus, who had 
viewed the ground with the eye of a general, 
made his filent approach through a deep and 
woody vale, till he could di(lii\£tly perceive the 
indolent fecurity of the Germans. Some were 
bathing their huge limbs in the river ; others 
were combing their long and flaxen hair ; others 
again were fwallowing large draughts of rich and 
delicious wine. On a fudden they heard the 
found of the Roman trumpet ; they faw the ene* 
my in their camp. Aftonifliment produced dif- 
order; diforder was followed by flight and dif* 
may } and the confufed multitude of the braved 
warriors was pierced by the fwords and javelins 
of the legionaries and auxiliaries. The fugitives 
efcaped to the third and moil confiderable 
camp, in th^ Catalaunian plains, near Chalons 
in Champagne; the draggling detachments were 
)iaftily recalled to their ftandard ; and . the Bar.> 
barian chiefs, alarmed and admoniflied by the 
fate of their companions, prepared to encounter, 
in a decifive battle, the vidorious forces of the 
lieutenant of Valentinian. The bloody and ob« 
ilinate conflict lafted a whole fummer's day, with 
equal valour, and with alternate fuccefb. The 
Romaps at length prevailed, with the lofs of 
^bout twelve hundred men. Six thoufand of the 
Alemanni were flain, four thpufand were wounded; 
pmd the brave Jovinus, after chacing the flying 
r^mn^pt of their hpft a3 far as the banks 
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of the Rhine, returned to Paris, to receive the ^"x^*** 
applaufe of his fovereign, and the enfigns of the v^^^-^v^w 
confulfhip for the enfuing year**. The triumph J"*^* 
of the Romans was indeed fullied by their treat- 
ment of the captive king, whom they hung on a 
gibbet without the knowledge of their indignant 
generaL This difgraceful aft of cruehy, which 
might be imputed to the fury of the troops, was 
followed by the deliberate murder of Withicab, 
the fon of Vadomair ; a German prince, of a weak 
and fickly conftitution, but of a daring and for- 
midable fpirit. The domeftic aflfaffin was infti^r 
gated and protected by the Romans**; and th^ 
violation of the laws of humanity and juftice be* 
trayed their fecret apprehenfion of the weaknefs 
of the declining empire. The ufe of the dagger 
is feldom adopted in public councils, as long as 
they retain any confidence in the power of the 
fword. 

While the Alemanni appeared to be humbled vaienti- 
by their recent calamities, the pride of Valen- ^^^"^1? 
tinian was mortified by the unexpeded furprifal fic« the 
of Moguntiacum, or Mentz, the principal city a.d!36s, 
of the Upper Germany. In the unfufpicious 
moment of a Chriftian feftival, Rando, a bold 
and artful chieftam, who had long meditated his 
attempt, fuddenly paffed the Rhine J entered the 
defencelefs town, and retired with a multitude of 

9> The b»ttlei are dcrcribed by Amroianus (xxvii. x.)f and by 
^fimus (I. iv. p. ao9.}9 who fuppofet Valentinian to have beea 
prefeot. 

fa Stydio roliclunte noftrorom^ occubuit. Ammian. xxvii. xo. - 

captiye« 
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CHAP, captives of either fcx. Vaientinlao refolved to 
execute fevere vengeance on the whole body of 
the nation. Count Sebaftian, with the bands of 
Italy and Illyricum, was ordered to invade their 
country, moft probably on the fide of Rhsetia* 
The emperor in perfon, accompanied by his fon 
Gratian, paffed the Rhine at the head of a for- 
midable army, which was fupported on both 
flanks by Jovinus and Severus, the two mafters- 
general of the cavalry and infentry of the Weft. 
The Alemanni, unable to prevent the devaftation 
of their villages, fixed their camp on a lofty, and 
almoft inacceffible, mountain, in the modern 
duchy of Wirtemberg, and refoiutely expeded 
the approach of the Romans. The life of Valen- 
tinian was expofed to imminent danger, by the 
intrepid curiofity with which he perfifted to ex- 
plore fome fecret and unguarded path. A troop 
of Barbarians fudc^enly rofe from their ambufcade : 
and the emperor, who vigoroufly fpurred his 
horfe down a fteep and flippery defcent, was 
obliged to leave behind him his armour-bearer, 
and his helmet, magnificently enriched with gold 
and precious ftones. At the fignal of the gene^ 
ral affault, the Roman troops encompafled and 
afcended the mountain of Solicinium on three 
different fides. Every ftep which they gained, 
increafed their ardour, and abated the refiftance 
of the enemy : and after their united forces had 
occupied the fummit of the hill, they impetti- 
oufly urged the Barbarians down the northera 
defcent, where count Seb^ftian was polled to 
intercept their retreat. After this fignal viftory, 

Valeiu 
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Valentinian returned to his winter-qaarters at chap. 
Treves ; where he indulged the pubUc joy by v^-^^w 
the exhibition of fplendid and triumphal games ''• 
But the wife monarch, inftead of afpirlng to the 
conqueft of Germany, confined his attention to 
the important and laborious defence of the Gal- 
lic frontier, againft an enemy, whofe itrength 
was renewed by a ftream of daring volunteers, 
which inceflfantly flowed from the moft diflant 
tribes of the North ^. The banks of the Rhine, 
from its fource to the flreights of the ocean, were 
clofely planted with ilrong cadles and conve- 
nient towers; new works, and new arms, were 
invented by the ingenuity of a prince who was 
(killed in the mechanical arts ; and his numerous 
levies of Roman and Barbarian youth were fe« 
vercly trained in all the exercifes of war. The 
progrefs of the work, which was fometimes op- 
pofed by modefl reprefentatio^^s, and fometimes 
by hoflUe attempts, fecured the tranquillity of 
Gaul during the nine fubfequent years of the 
adminiftration of Valentinian ^\ 

91 The expedition of Valentinian is related by Ammianus (xxvii. 
10.) I and celebrated by Aufonius (Mofcil. 4*1, &c.)» wbo fool- 
iftily fuppofes, that the Romans wer2 ignorant of the fourccs of the 
Danube. 

94> Inimanis enim muo, jam inde ab inciinabulis primis varietate 
cafuum imminutaj ita faepiut adolefcit, ut fuiire longis faeculis «fti- 
meturinta^a* Ammian. xxviii. 5, The Count dc liuat (Hift dc« 
PcupUs de TEurope, torn. vi. p. 370.) afcribes tlie fecundity of 
the Aleroanni to their eafy ailoption of ftrangers* 

95 Amiuian. xxviii. i. Zofunus, U iv. p, 214, The younger 
ViAor mentions the mechanical genius of Valentiniany nova arma 
pieditaH i fingere terra icu limo fimutacra. 
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CHAP. That prudent emperor, who diligently pradifed 
s^ii^^lj the wife maxims of Diocletian, was ftudious to 
^ miuni ^^"^^^ *^^ excite the inteftine divifions of the 
A.D.371* tribes of Germany. About the middle of the 
fourth century^ the countries, perhaps of Luface 
and Thuringia, on either fide of the Elbe, were 
occupied by the vague dominion of the Burgun- 
DiANS; a warlike and numerous people of the 
Vandal race*% whofe obfcure name infenfibly 
fwelled into a powerful kingdom, and has finally 
fettled on a flourifliing province. The moft 
remarkable circumftance in the ancient manners 
of tlve Burgundians, appears to have been the 
difference of their civil and ecclefiaftical con- 
fiitution. The appellation of Hendinos was given 
to the king or general, and the title oi Sinijbu 
to the high-prieft, of the nation. The perfon of 
the prieft was facred, and his dignity perpetual ; 
but the temporal government was held by a very 
precarious tenure. If the events of war accufed 
the courage or condud of the king, he was im- 
mediately depofed ; and the injuftice of his fiib- 
jeds made him refponfible for the fertility of the 
earth, and the regularity of the feafons, which 
feemed to fall more properly within the facer- 
dotal department ''• The difputed poffeflion of 

96 Bellieofot et pubis immenrae vinbus affluentes $ et ideo meta- 
cndos fioitimts uni?erfis. Ammian. xxWii. 5. 

97 I am alwayt apt to fufpeft hiitoriana and travel lera of im« 
proving extraordinary faQt into general laws. Ammianut afcribes 
a (imilar citftom to Egypt; and the Chinefe have imputed it to the 
Tatfin, or Roman empire (de Gurgnci, Hift. des Huns, torn* ii» 
parti, p. 79.}. 

fome 
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fome falt-pits •* engaged the Alemanni and the ^ " ^ ^* 
Burgtindians in frequent contefts : the latter were 
eafily tempted^ by the fecret folicitations, and 
liberal offers, of the emperor ; and their fabu. 
lous defcent from the Roman foldiers, who had 
formerly been left to garrifon the fortrefles of 
Drufus, was admitted with mutual credulity, as 
it was conducive to mutual intereft '•. An army 
of fourfcore thoufand Burgundians foon appeared 
on the banks of the Rhine ; and impatiently re« 
quired the fupport and fubfidies which Valentinian 
had promifed: but they were amufed with ex- 
cufes and delays, till at length, after a fruitlefs 
expe&ation, they were compelled to retire. The 
arms and fortifications of the Gallic frontier 
checked the fury of their juft refentment; and 
their maflacre of the captives ferved to embitter 
the hereditary feud of the Burgundians and the 
Alemanni. The inconftancy of a wife prince 
m^y, perhaps, be explained by fome alteration 
of circumftances ; and perhaps, it was the origi- 
nal defign of Valentinian to intimidate, rather 
than to deftroy; as the balance of power would 
have been equally overturned by the extirpation 

9' Salinarum finiumque caufa Alcmannii facpe jurgabant. Am* 
mun. xxviii. 5. PoiTibly they difputed the poiTefnon of the Sala^ 
a river which produced fait, and which bad been the objedl of an- 
cient contention. Tacit. Annal. xiii. 57.9 and LipHus ad loc. 

99 Jam inde temporibus priicis fobolem fe efle Romanam Burgun* 
dti fciunt: and the vague tradition gradoaliy afTumed a more regular 
form (Orof. 1. vii. c. 31.). It is annihilated by the decifive autlio* 
rity of Pliny, who compofed the hiftory of Drufui, and ferved in 
Germany (Plin.JSecund. Epift. iii. $.)t within fixty yeara after the 
death of that hero. Gmnamntm gnma qainque| Vindilii quorani 
para Surffm£metf fcc. (iiift. Natur, iv« %%»). 

of 
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of either of the German nations. Among thtf 
princes of the Alemanni, Macrianus, who, with a 
Roman name, had aflumed the arts of a foldier 
and a (latefman, deferved his hatred and efteem« 
The emperor himfelf, with a light and unincum- 
bered band, condefcended to pafs the Rhine, 
marched fifty miles into the country, and would 
infallibly have feized the objefl: of his purfuit, 
if bis judicious meafures had not been defeated 
by the impatience of the troops. Macrianus was 
afterwards admitted to the honour of a perfonal 
conference with the emperor; and the favours 
which he received, fixed him, till the hour of his 
death, a fteady and fincere friend of the repub- 
lic ■~. 

The Sax- The land was covered by the fortifications of 
Valentinian; but the fea-coaft of Gaul and Bri- 
tain was expofed to the depredations of the Sax- 
ons. That celebrated name, in which we have a 
dear and domeftic interefl, efcaped the notice of 
Tacitus ; and in the maps of Ptolemy, it faintly 
marks the narrow neck of the Cimbric peninfula^ 
and three fmall iflands towards the mouth of the 
Elbe**'. This contradked territory, the prefent 

• »oo Tbc wars and nfgoctations, relative to the Burgundians and 
Alemanni, are diftin£lly related by Ammianus Marcellinus (xxvifi* 
5. xxix. 4. XXX. 3.)* Orofius (1. vii. c. 3».), and the Chroniclef 
of Jerom and Cafliodorius, fix fome dates, and add feme circum- 
fiances. 

«o' Ewi rot avx^*^ '"^ Kifxfi^txini x'?*"'*'**'* r«f»tf. At the nortberri 
extremity of the peninfula (ihe Cimbric promontory of Pliny, it, 
a;.), Ptolemy fixes the remnant of the CmM, He filis the interval 
between the Saxons and the Cimbri with fix ohfcure tribes, nvho 
were united, as early as the fixth century, under the national appeU 
UUon o(D4Met. See Cluveri Germani Aoti<). 1. ili. c. ai, %%, a^. 

Duchy 
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Duchy of Slefwig, or perhaps of Holftein, was ^^xv^* 
incapable of pouring forth the inexhauftible v,-*-^,— *-/ 
fwarms of Saxons who reigned over the ocean, 
who filled the Britifli ifland with their language, 
their laws, and their colonies ; and who fo long 
defended the liberty of the North againft the 
arms of Charlemagne '°*. The folution of this 
difficulty is eafily derived from the fimilar man- 
ners, and loofe conflitution, of the tribes of Ger- 
many; which were blended with each other by 
the flighteft accidents of war or friendfliip. The 
fituation of the native Saxons difpofed them to 
embrace the hazardous profeiSons of iifhermen 
and pirates ; and the fuccefs of their firil adven- 
tures would naturally excite the emulation of their 
braved countrymen, who were impatient of the 
gloomy folitude of their woods and mountains. 
Every tide might float down the Elbe whole 
fleets of canoes, filled with hardy and intrepid 
aflbciates, who afpired to behold the unbounded 
profped of the ocean, and to tafte the wealth and 
luxury of unknown worlds. It ihould feem pro« 
bable, however, that the mofV numerous auxili- 
aries of the Saxons were furnifhed by the nations 
who dwelt along the fliores of the Baltic. They 
pofTefled arms and fliips, the art of navigation, 
and the habits of naval war ; but the difficulty of 
ifluing through the northern columns of Hercu- 



»«»* M. d'Anville (Etabliflement dcs Etats dc TEurope, &c; 
p. 19— .26.) has Qiarktrd the exicnfive limits of tht Saxony of Char- 
lemagne* 
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CHAP. 
XXV. 



les '^* (which, during feveral months of the year, 
are obilruded with ice) confined their (kill and 
courage within the limits of a fpacious lake. 
The rumour of the fuccefsful armaments which 
failed from the mouth of the Elbe, would foon 
provoke them to crofs the narrow iflhmus of Slef* 
wig, and to launch their veflfels on the great fea. 
The various troops of pirates and adventurers, 
who fought under the fame ftandard, were infen- 
fibly united in a permanent fociety, at firfl of 
rapine, and afterwards of government. A mi- 
litary confederation was gradually moulded into a 
national body, by the gentle operation of mar- 
riage and confanguinity ; and the adjacent tribes, 
who folicited the alliance, accepted the name, and 
laws, of the Saxons. If the fad were not efta- 
bliflied by the mod unqueftionable evidence, we 
fiiould appear to abufe the credulity of our read- 
ers, by the defcription of the veffels in which 
the Saxon pirates ventured to fport in the waves 
of the German Ocean, the Britifli Channel, and 
the Bay of Bifcay. The keel of their large flat- 
bottomed boats was framed of light timber, 
but the fides and upper works confided only of 
wicker, with a covering of (trong hides'^. 

In 

■Of The fl'jet of Drufus had failed in their attempt to pafs, or even 
to a'liproachy the Smnd (ftyled, from an obvious refemblanctf, the co« 
Jup.int of Hercules) i and the naval enterprise was never rcfumed 
CVacit. de Moribus German, c. 34.)» The knowledge which ilic 
l.^on)ant acquired of the naval powers of the Baltic (c. 44» 45.)! 
was obtained by their land journies in fearch of amber. j 

>o4 Qiiin et Aremoricus piratam Saxwia tragus,—— 

8perabat{ cui pelle falum fulcare Britannum 1 

LuduS} ct aflfuto glaucum mare findere lembo. 

Sidon. in Panegyr. Avit. 369.! 
The I 
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tn the courfe of their flow and diftant naviga- 
tions, they muft always have been expofed to 
the danger, and very frequently to the misfor^ 
tune, of fliipwreck ; and the naval annals of the 
Saxons were undoubtedly filled with the accounts 
of the lofles which* they fuftained on the coafts 
of Britain and GauL But the daring fpirit of 
the i^rates braved the perils, both of the fea, and 
of the (hore: their (kill was confirmed by the 
habits of enterprise ; the meaneft of their mari*^ 
ners was alike capable of handling an oar, of 
rearing a fail, or of conducing a veflel j and the 
Saxons rejoiced in the appearance of a tempeft, 
which concealed their defign, and difperfed the 
fleets of the enemy '"*. After they had acquired 
an accurate knowledge of the maritime pro- 
vinces of the Weft, they extended the fcene of 
their depredations, and the moft fequeftered places 
had no reafon to prefume on their fecurity. The 
Saxon boats drew fo little wat^r, that they could 
eafily proceed fourfcore or an hundred miles 
up the great rivers ; their weight wtis fo mcon« 
fiderable, that they were tranfported on waggont 
from one river to another ; and the pirates who 
had entered the mouth of the Seine, or of the 

The genius of Caefiir iinitated» for a particular CttYicc, tbefe ndt^ 
but lighty vefleU, which were likewife ufeil by the natives of Britam 
(Coinment.de Bell. Civil, i. 51. and Ooichardr, Nouveaux Me- 
moirts Militaires, torn. ii. p. 4i»4»*)« The Biitiih refleU wovUI 
now aftonilh the genius of Csefar. 

'^i The beft original account of tbe Saxon pirates may be found 
in Sidoniut ApoUinaris (1. viii. epift. 6. p. 1x3. edit. 8trmond.)» 
and the teft commentary in the Abb6 dfi Bos (Hift. Critique de in 
Monarchie Praneoife^ ftc. torn. i. 1. i« c« i6t p. t4$«t55« See 
likewife p. 77, 75,;, f 

Vol. IV. V Hhioe, 
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c H^A p. Rhine, might defcend, with the rapid ftream of 
v^-*-/-L^ the Rhone, into the Mediterranean. Under the 
A.D. 371. feign of Valenttnian, the maritime provinces of 
Gaul were afflifted by the Saxons: a milharjr 
count was ftationed for the defence of the fea- 
coaft, or Armorican limit ; and that officer, 
who found his ftrength, or his abilities, unequal 
to the ta(k, implored the afliftance of Severus, 
ma(ter*general of the infantry. The Saxons, 
furrounded and out-numbered, were forced to 
relinquifh their fpoil, and to yield a felecl band 
of their tall and robuft youth to ferve in the 
Imperial armies. They ftipulated only a fafe and 
honourable retreat: and the condition was rea« 
dily granted by the Roman general ; who medi- 
tated an aft of perfidy ■''% imprudent as it was 
inhuman, while a Saxon remained alive, and in 
arms, to revenge the fate of his countryment 
The premature eagemefs of the infantry, who 
were fecretly pofted in a deep valley, betrayed 
the ambufcade^ and they would perhaps have 
fallen the viflims of their own treachery, if a 
large body of cuirafliers, alarmed by the noife 
of the combat, had not haftily advanced to ex- 
tricate their companions, and to overwhelm the 
undaunted valour of the Saxons. Some of the 
prifoners were favcd from the edge of the fword, 
to filed their blood m the amphitheatre : and the 
orator Symmachus complains, that twenty-nine 
of thofe defperate favages^ by ftrangling them- 

^ >^ Ammian. (xxviii. 5.) juftifiet this bmch of faith to pintcs 
and robbers i and Orofius (1. vii. c. %%,) more clearly expreflet their 
real guilt | Tirtute atque agilitate terribilet. 

*3 felvcs 
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kWe^ iR^ch their own hands, had dilaiipotnteid ^xAf^ 
the amufement of the jpublic* Yet the polite and ^^^>n^^ 
philofophic cidzebs of Rome mrere imprefled 
with the deepeft horror^ when they were in^ 
formed, that the Saxons confecrated to the gods 
the tythe of their buman fpoil ; and^ that they 
afcertain^d by lot the objefts of the barbarous la* 
crifice *"*'» 

IL The fabulous colonies of Egyptians and ir. Bat- 
Trojans^ of Scandinavians and Spaniards, which Zt^^J^ 
flattered the pride, and amufed the credulicy, of andPiat* 
our rude anceftors, have infenlibly vanifhed in 
the light of fcience and philofophy **'•. The pre- 
fent age is fatisfied with the fitnple and rational 
opinion, that the iflands of Great Britain and 
Ireland were gradually peopled from the adjacent 
continent of Gaul. From the coad of Kent, to 
the extremity of Calthnefs and Ulfter, the me« 
ttiory of a Celtic origin was diftinftly preferved, 
in the perpetual refemblance of language, of re* 
ligion, and of manners : and the peculiar cha* 
tasters of the Britifh tribes, might be naturally 
afcribed to the influence of accidental and local 

<<^ Syinibachttt (I. il. epift. 46.) ftill pi^famet to nention the 
fiieitd D«mct of Socrates and philofophy. SidoniuSf bifliop of Cler* 
mont, might condemn (1. vni* epift. 6*) with /g^ inconfifteocyf the 
human facrifices of the Saxont. 

>«s In the beginning of the laft centnryi the learned Camden 
mu obliged to undermine^ with refpeftfnl iceptlcirm, the romance 
of Brutm tfaeTro)an| who it now buried in filent oblifioB* with 
Am»» the daughter of Pharaoh, and her numerout progeny. Yet 
Ian tnfomicdt that fome champions of thtMil§fiaH caAnjf may ftill 
be found among the original nativet of Ireland. A peopte diflatir* 
M with their prafinit oondition, grafp at any Tifiont ii their paft or 
fitnce glory. 

U 1 circam« 
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^xxv^* circdrnflances^^* The Romaa jirotiiice vras re 
duced to, the ftate cS cWilized' and peaceful Ser- 
vitude: the rights of favage freedom were con- 
traded to the narrow limits of Caledoma. The 
Inhabitants of that northern region were drrided, 
as early as the reign of Conftantine, between the 
two great tribes of the Scots and of jhe Picts *■*, 
who have fince experienced a very different for- 
tune. The povper, and almoft the memory, of 
the Pifts, have been extingmflied by their fuc- 
cefsful rivals; and the Scots, after maintaining 
for ages the dignity of an independent kingdom, 
have muhiplied, by an equd and voluntary 
union, the honours of the Engltffi name. The 
hand of nature had contributed to mark the an- 
cient diflindion of the Scots and Pi£ts. The 

. »09 Tacitus, or rather !iii facbtr-in-Iaw Agricoia, might remaHt 
the German or Spanifli complexion of fem« BrilHh tribes. But it 
was their fober deliberate opinion s «« In oniverfum tannen «fti- 
** manti Gallos vicinuin (blum occiipaiTe credibile eft. Korum facra 
V depiehcndas . . , ftrmo hand multum di?eifus (ip Vit. Agricol. 
«* c. xi.)." Cxfar had obferved their common religion (Comment. 
dc Bello Gailico, vi. 13.) } and in his time the tmigTTHion from 
the Mgic Gaul was a raceat, or at leaft an biftorical went {y. lo,). 
Camden, the Britifli Strabo, has modcftly afcertained our ^uiae 
anti()uitif8 (Brtcannia, vol..i. Iiitrodiiai«n» p. ii-^xxt.}. 

*>« In the dark and doubtful paths «f CaJkdoniaa antiquity, I 
have chofen for my gviilts two learned and ingenious UiglilaBders, 
iKrhom their birth and education had peculiarly qualified for that 
office. See Critical D^Ttrtaiions on the Origin, Aotiquitica» &c. 
of the Caledonians, bjr Dr. John Macpherfoa, Londons 1768. ia 
4to. s and, Intro^oaion. to the Hiftory of Great Briiain and Iiv» 
land, by James Macpherfon, Efq. London, 1773, »«4to. third edit. 
Dr, Macpherfon wasaniintfter in the ifle of Sky s and it isacir- 
curoaance honourable for tlie prefeat age, that a work, replete with 
erudition and criticiAn, (hould have been compofed in the moftiemotc 
•f the Hebrides. 

former 
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former were the men of the hills, and the latter ^ ^J^, ^^ 
thofc of the plain. The eaftern coafl of Cale- 
donia may be confidered as a level and fertile 
country, which, even in a rude (late of tillage, 
was capable of producing a confiderable quantity 
of com i and the epithet of cruitnicb^ or wheat- 
eaters, exprefied the contempt, or envy, of the 
carnivorous highlander. The cultivation of the 
earth might introduce a m<^e accurate feparatioa 
of property, and the habits of a fedentary life ; 
but the love of arms and rapine was ftill the ruU 
ing paffion of the Pifts ; and thdr warriors, who 
ftripped themfelves for a day of battle, were di- 
ftinguiihed, in the eyes of the Romans, by the 
ftrange £dhion of painting thenr naked bodies 
with gaudy colours and fantaftic figures. I1ie 
weftern part of Caledonia irregularly rifes into 
wild and barren hills, which fcarcely repay the 
toil of the hufbandman, and are mofl: profitably 
ufed for the pafture of cattle. The Highlanders 
were condemned to the occupations of fhepherds 
and hunters-; and ;as they feldom were fixed to 
any permanent habitation, they acquired the ex* 
preffive name of Scots, which, in the Celtic 
tongue, is faid to be equivalent to that of waTk»^ 
derersj or vagrants. The inhabitants of a barren 
land were urged to feek a frefli fupply of food in 
the waters. The deep lakes and b^ys which m« 
terfed their country, are plentifully ftored with 
iilh ^ and they gradually ventured to call their 
nets in the waves Qf the ocean. The vicinity 
of the Hebrides, ib profufely fcattcred along the 

U 3 weftern 
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CHAP, weftera coaft of Scotland, tempted their curb* 

XXV* 

fity, and improved their ikill j and they acquired^ 
by flow degrees; the art, or rather the habit, of 
managing their boats in a tempeftuous fea, and 
of {leering their nofturnal courfe by the light of 
the well-known ftars. The two bold headlands 
of Caledonia altnoft touch the Ihores of a fpa- 
cious. ifland, which obtained, from its luxuriant 
vegetation, the epithet of Green ; and has prc- 
ferved, with a flight alteration, the name of Erin, 
or leme, or Ireland. It is probable^ that in feme 
remote period of antiquity, the fertile plam$ of 
Ulfter received a colony of hungry Scots ; and 
that the ftrangers of the North, who had dared 
to encounter the arms of the legions, fpread thdr 
conquefts over the favage and unwarlike natives 
of a folitary ifland. It is certain^ that, in the 
declining age of the Roman empire, Caledonia, 
Ireland, and the Ifle of Man, were inhabited by 
the Scots, and that the kindred tribes, who 
were often aflbciated in military enterprise, were 
deeply affefted by the various accidents of tbeir 
mutual fortunes. They long cheriflied the lively 
tradition of their common name and origin; 
and the miffionaries of the Ifle of Samts, who 
diflFufed the light of Chriflianity over North Bri- 
tain, eftablifli^ the vain opinion, that their Irifh 
countrymen were the natural as well as fpiritual 
fathers of the Scottifli race. The loofe and ob- 
fcure tradition has been preferved by the vene* 
rable Bede, who fcattered forae rays of light over 
the da^knefs of the eighth century. On this 

flight 
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flight foundation, an huge fuperftru6lure of fable chap. 
was gradually reared, by the bards, and the v-^>^ 
monks ; two orders of men, who equally abufed 
the privilege of fiftion. The Scottifli nation, 
with miftaken pride, adopted their Irifli genealogy: 
and the annals of a long line of imaginary kings 
have been adorned by the fancy of Boethius, and 
the claflic elegance of Buchanan '". 

Six years after the death of Conftantine, the Their in. 
deftrudlive inroads of the Scots and Pifts required '^f**"* *^^^ 
the prefence of his youngeft fon, who reigned ^a!d. 
in the weflern empire. Conftans vifited his 3«— 36«* 
Britifli dominions : but we may form fome efti- 
mate of the importance of his atchievements, by 
the language of panegyric, which celebrates only 

'" The Irilh defcent of the Scots has been revived, in the laft 
moments of its decay, and ftrennoufly iupported, by the Rev. Mr. 
Whitaker (Hift. of Manchefter, vol. i. p. 430, 431. s and Genuine 
Hiftory of the Britons afr<rted,&c. p. 154—493.}. Yet he acknow. 
ledges, I. Tbat the Scots of Ammtanus MarcetUnus (A.D. 340.) 
were already fettled in Caledonia; and that the Roman authors do 
not aifjrd any hints of their emigration from another country, s. 
7'hat all the accounts of fucb emigrations^ which have been aflTerted, 
or received, by Irifh bards, Scotch hiftorians, or Engliih antiqua- 
ries (Buchanan, Cambden, Ufiier. Stillingfleet, ice), are totally 
fabulous. )• That three of the Iriih tribes, which are mentioned 
by Ptolemy (A. D. t50.}t ^ere of Caledonian extra^lion. 4. Thaf 
a younger branch of Caledonian princes, of the huufe of Fingaf, 
flcqaired and poflrffed the monarchy of Ireland. After thefe con- 
ceihons, the remaining difference between Mr. Whitaker and bis 
adverfariee is minute and obfcure. The genuine hifieity which he 
produces, of a Fergus, the coufin of Oflian, who was tranfplanted 
(A»D. 3»o.) from Ireland to Caledonia, is built on a conje^ural 
Supplement to the Erfe poetry ; and the feeble evidence of Richard 
of Cirencefter, a monk of the fourteenth century. The lively fpirit 
qf the learned and ingenious antiquarian has tempted him to forget 
the nature of a qucftioDj which he To vthemtnify debatcsi and fo aifrm 
Imeh decides* 

U 4 his. 
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^ XXV.''* ^^^ triumph over the elements ; or,- in other 
words, the good fortune of a fafe and eafy paf- 
fage from the port of Boulogne to the harbour 
of Sandwich "\ The calamities which the af« 
Aided provincials continued to experience, from 
foreign war and domeftic tyranny, were aggra* 
vated by the feeble and corrupt adminiftratioa of 
the eunuchs of Conftantius; and the tranfient 
relief which they might obtain from the virtues 
of Julian, was foon loft by the abfence and death 
of their benefa6lor. The fums of gold and fil- 
ver which had been painfully coUe£ked, or libe* 
rally tranfmitted, for the payment of the troops, 
were intercepted by the avarice of the command- 
ers ; difcharges, or, at lead, exemptions, from 
the military fcrvice, were publickly fold j the 
diftrefs of the foldiers, who were injurioufly de- 
prived of their legal and fcanty fubfiftence, pro- 
yoked them to frequent defertion ; the nerves of 
difcipline were relaxed, and the highways were 
infefted with robbers "\ The oppreffion of the 
good, and the impunity of the wicked, equalij 
contributed to diffufe through the ifland a fpirit 
of difcontent and revolt ; and every ambitious 
fubjeft, every defperate exile, might entertain a 
reafonable hope of fubverting the weak and dif- 

i«^ Hyeme tum«ntei ac faeTientes undas calcaflit Oceani Tub re. 
mis feftris | . . • inrpcratam imperatoris faciem Britannus expavit. 
Julius Firmicua Maternus cle Errore Profan. Rel»g. p. 464. edit. 
OranoT. ad caloem Minue* Fcl. See Tiliemont (Hift. dea Empe*. 
rcura, torn. iv. p. 356. )• 

»i Libaniua, Orat. Parent, c xxxix. p. 164. This curious pa^ 
fage has efcaped the diligence of our Britilh antiquaries. 
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traded goverament of Britain. The lioftile tribes ^ " a i*. 
of the North, who detefted the pride and power 
of the ^ing of the World, fufpended their do- 
peftic feuds ; and the Barbarians of the land and 
fea, the Scots, the Pifts, and the Saxons, fpread 
tbemfelves, with rapid and irrefiilible fury, from 
the wall of Antoninus to the ihores of Kent. 
Every produ^on of art and nature, every objef): 
pf convenience or luxury, which they were in- 
capable of creating by labour, or procuring by 
trade, was accumulated in the rich and fruitful 
province of Britain "*• ' A philofopher may de- 
plore the eternal difcord of the human race, but 
he will confefs, that the defire of fpoil is a more 
rational provocation than the vanity of conqueft. 
From the age of Conftantine to that of the Plan- 
tagenets, this rapacious fpirit continued to in- 
ftigate the poor and hardy Caledonians : but the 
fame people, whofe generous humanity feems to 
infpire the fongs of Oflian, was difgraced by a 
favage ignorance of the virtues of peace, and of 
the laws of war. Their fouthern neighbours have 
felt, and perhaps exaggerated, the cruel depre- 
cations of the Scots and Pi£ls"': and a valiant 



■<4 Th« Caledoniant pr^ifed and coveted the gold, the Heeds, the 
lights, &c* of the ftrtngtr. See Dr. BUir*s DifTertation on Oflian, 
ToL ii. p. 34Si an4 Mr* Macpherfon^s Iniroduflion, p. »4i— 286. 

"5 Lord Littleton has circumftantially related (Hiftory of Henry 
II. ▼ol. i. p. i8a.}» and Sir David Dalrymple has (lightly men- 
tioned (Annals of Scotland, vol. i. p. 69.), a barbarous inroad of 
the Scots^ at a time (A. D. 1137.) when law, religion, and focietyi 
muft hate foftened their primitive manners. 



Digitized by 



tribe 
Google 



298 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, tribe of Caledonia, the Attacotti "*, the enemies, 
^,„.pv-w and afterwards the foldiers, of Valentinian, are 
accufed, by an eye^witnefs, of delighting in the 
tafte of human flefli. When they hunted the 
woods for prey, it is faid, that they attacked the 
frepherd rather than his flock; and that they 
curioufly feledted the molt delicate and brawny 
parts, both of males and females, which they 
prepared for their horrid repafts"'. If, in the 
neighbourhood of the commercial and literary 
town of Glafgow, a race of cannibals has really 
exifted, we may contemplate, in the period of 
the Scoitifli hiftory, the oppofite extremes of fa* 
vage and civilifed life. Such reflexions tend to 
enlarge the circle of our ideas ; and to encourage 
the pleafmg hope, that New Zealand may pro- 
duce, in fome future age, the Hume of the 
Southern Hemifphere* 
Ktfioia. Every meflenger who efcaped acrofs the Briti(b 

jlri'iailiby channel, conveyed the moft melancholy and 
Theo<k)- alarming tidings to the ears of Valentinian ; and 
A.D. the emperor, was foon informed, that the two 
1*7-370- military commanders of the province had been 
furprifed and cut oif by the Barbarians. Severus^ 

**^ Attacotti bellicori hominum natio* Aniiniaii. xxvii. S« 
CambJen (Introiiufl. \k clii.) has reftortd their true naine ia the 
text of Jeroin* The bandt of Attacotti, which Jerom had fecn in 
Gaol, were afterwards Aationed in Italy ard Illyrictim (Notitia, 
S. viii. XXXIX, xl.). 

>i7 Cum ipfc adolefcentulas in Galliii viderim Attacottot (or Sco. 
tot) gentciD Britannicam hunaanif vcfci camibut $ et cum per fi'.vaa 
procorum grcges, et armentorum pecudumque reperiant, paftorum 
wata et femtnnrum pafiiUi foleie abfcindere j et has Tolas ciboniiQ 
delictas arbitriri. Such is the evidence of Jerom (torn. it. pt 75-}» 
wboik veracity I find no reafon to queftion. 

count 
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count of th6 dooieftics, was haftily difpatched^ ^ "xv/" 
and as fuddenly recalled, by the court of Treves. 
The reprefentations of Jovinus ferved only to 
indicate the greatnefs of the evil; and, after a 
long and ferlous confultation, the defence, or 
rather the recovery, of Britain, was entrufted to 
the abilities of the brave Theodofius. The ex* 
ploits of that general, the father of a line of 
emperors, have been celebrated, with peculiar 
complacency, by the writers of the age : but his 
real merit deferved their applaufe; and his no- 
mination was received, by the army and province, 
as a fare prefage of approaching viftory. He 
feized the favourable moment of navigation, and 
fecurely landed the numerous and veteran bands 
of the Heruli and Batavians, the Jovians and the 
Vi&ors. In his march from Sandwich to Lon- 
don, Theodofius defeated feveral parties of the 
Barbariams, releafed a multitude of captives, and, 
after diflributing to his foldiers a fmall portion 
of the fpoil, eftabliflied the fame of difinterefted 
juftice, by the reflitution of the remainder to the 
rightful proprietors.' The citizens of London, 
who had almoft defpaired of their fafety, threw 
open their gates ; and as foon as Theodofius had 
obtained from the court of Treves the important 
aid of a military lieutenant, and a civil governor, 
he executed, with wifdom and vigour, the labo- 
rious taik of the deliverance of Britain. The 
vagrant foldiers were recalled to their ftandard ; 
W edid of amnefty difpelled the public appre- 
henfions j and his cheerful example alleviated the 

rigour 
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c H w\ p. rigour of martial difcipline. The fcattered and 
^..^-v-^ defultory warfare of the Barbarians, who infefted 
the land and fea, deprived him of the glory of a 
iignai vidory; but the prudent fpirit, and con- 
A.D368, fummate art, of the Roman general, were dit 
»ad S69. played in the operations of two campsagns, 
which fucceffively refcued every part of the pro- 
vince from the hands of a cruel and rapacious 
enemy. The fplendour of the cities, and the fe« 
curity of the fortifications, were diligently reftor- 
ed, by the paternal care of Theodofius: who 
with a ftrong hand confined the trembling Cale- 
donians to the northern angle of the ifland ; and 
perpetuated, by the name and fettlement of the 
new province of VaUntia^ the glories of the reign 
of Valentinian"'. The voice of poetry and 
pan^yric may add, perhaps with fome d^ree <^ 
truth, that the unknown regions of Thule were 
ftained with the blood of the Hftsj that the 
oars^ of Theodofius daflied the waves of the Hy- 
perborean ocean} and that the diftant Orkneys 
were the fcene of his naval vidory over th^ 
Saxon pirates "^ He left the province with a 

£ur^ 

"' Ammianus hat concifely reprefented (xx. i. xxvi. 4. xxtu. 
S. xxviii. 3.) tbe whole feries of the Britiih war. 
>>9 HoiTefcic • • • . ratibus • . • • impervia Tbule, 
Ille • . • • nee falfo nomine Pi^os 
EJoimjit. ScotmiHiiie vago mucrone ibcvtut 
Fiegit Hyperboreae rtmta aiuladbiit vndas. 

Claudiao, in iii Conf. Honoriii ver* 5]« &c» 
■MaJiierunt Saxone fufo 
Orcades : incaluit Piftorum fanguine Thule* 
Scotoruni cumulos fl«vit glacialia lerne* 

In iv Conf. Hoo. Ter. 3I1 &c. 
8ff 
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iair, as well as fpleadid, reputation : and was ^ '^^ '^^ 
immedialely promoted to the rank of mafter-gene- <«>^v^ 
ral of the cavalry, by a prince^ who could applaud, 
^thout envy, the merit of his fervants. In the 
important ftation of the Upper Danube, the con- 
queror of Britain checked and defeated the armies 
of the Alemanni, before he was chofen to fupprefs 
the revolt of Africa^ 

III. The prince who reftifes to be the judge, iit. 
inftruds his people to confidcr him as the accom* xyran*IiV 
plice, of his minifters. The military command «* Rom*- 
of Africa had been long excrcifed by Count A,*b.j66, 
Romanus, and his abilities were not inadequate ^^* 
to his ftation : but, as fordid interefl: was the fole 
motive of his condud, he adted, on moft occa- 
lions, as if he had been the enemy of the pro* 
vince, and the friend of the Barbarians of the 
defert. The three fipuriihmg cities of Oea, 
Leptis, and Sabrata, which, under the nayie of 
Tripoli, had long conftituted a foederal union **•, 
were obliged, for the firft time, to fliut their gates 
againft a hoftile invaiion; feveral of their moit 
honourable citizens were furprifed and maflacred ; 
the villages, and even the fuburb^, were pil- 

See likcwife Paeatus (in Paiiegf r. Vct« xii, j.)* But at i* net eafy 
to appreciate the intrinfic value of flattery and mtuphor. Compare 
the Britijb v'l&oTif of Bolanus (Statius, Silv. ▼. a.) with his real 
diatuAer (Tacit, in Vit. Agricoh c. s6.). 

np Ammianut frequently mentions their concilium annuun% 
legitimum» &c. Leptis and Sabrata are Ipng fince ruined i but the 
city of Oea, the native country of Apuleias, fHIl flourilhet under the 
provincial denomination of TriptB, See Cellarius. (Geograph. Antt* 
qua, torn. ii» part ii« p* 81. }» n*AnviUe (Qeograpbie Anciennc^ 
tomi ill* p- yif 7i*)» and Marmol (Afrique, torn. ii« p. 561.) • 

•4 lagedj 
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CHAP, laged} and the vines and frniNtrees of that rich 
territory were extirpated by the malicious favagei 
of Getulia* The unhappy provincials implored 
the protection of Romanus } but they foon fouDd 
that their military governor was not lefs cruel 
and rapacious than the Barbarians. As they were 
incapable of fiimiihing the four thoufand camels, 
and the exorbitant prefent, which he required^ 
before he would march to the afliftance of Tri- 
poli; his demand was equivalent to a refu&li 
and he might juftly be accufed as the author of 
the public calamity. In the annual affemblyof 
the three cities, they nominated two deputies, 
to lay at the feet of Valentinian the cuftomarj 
offering of a gold victory ; and to accompany thii 
tribute, of duty, rather than of gratitude, with 
their humble complaint, that they were ruined 
by the enemy, and betrayed by their governor. 
If the feverity of Valentinian had been righdy 
direded, it would have fallen on the guilty head 
pf Romanus. But the Ck^unt, long exerdfed in 
the arts of corruption, had difpatched a fwift and 
trufty meffenger to fecure the venal friendihip of 
Remigius, mailer of the offices. The wifdom 
of the Imperial council was deceived by artifice; 
and their honeft indignation was cooled by delay. 
At length, when the repetition of complaint had 
been juftified by the repetition jof public misfor- 
tunes, the notary Palladius was fent from the 
court of Treves, to examine the flate of Airia, 
and the condud of Romanus. The rigid im« 
partiality of Palladius wa$ eafily difarmed: he 
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xras tempted to refervc for himfelf a part of thtf ^ ^^^ *** 
public treafure, which he brought with him for ^^m"^*^ 
the payment of the troops ; and from the moment 
that he was confcious of his own guilt, he could 
no longer refufe to atteft the innocence and merit 
of the Count. The charge of the Tripolitans 
vas declared to be falfe and frivolous ; and PaU 
ladius himfelf was fent back from Treves to 
Africa, with a fpecial commiflion to difcover 
and profecute the authors of this impious con« 
fpiracy againft the reprefentatives of the fovereign. 
His enquiries were managed with fo much dex« 
terity and fuccefs, that he compelled the citizens 
of Leptis, who had fuftained a recent fiege of 
eight days, to contradifl the truth of their own 
decrees, and to cenfure the behaviour of their 
own deputies. A bloody fentence was pronoun- 
ced, without hefitation, by the ra(h and headftrong 
cruelty of Valentinian. The prefident of Tri- 
poli, who had prefumed to pity the diftrefs of 
the province, was publicly executed at Ucica; 
four diftinguiihed citizens were put to death, as 
the accomplices of the imaginary fraud; and the 
tongues of two others were cut out, by the ex- 
prefs order of the emperor. Romanus, elated 
by impunity, and irritated by refiftance, was 
iUll continued In the military command ; till the 
Africans were provoked by his avarice, to join the 
rebellious flandard of Firmus, the Moor "'• 

*** Ammian. xyiii. 6. Tillemont (Hift. des Empereun, torn. r. 
p. 15. 676.) has difcufled the chronological difficultiet of the hif* 
t»rj of Count Ronurnuit 
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c H A p« His father Nabal was one of the richeft and 

XX v« 
^—p-.-L,' moft powerful of the Moorifh princes, who ac- 

Revoit of knowledeed the fupremacy of Rome. But as he 
A.D.371. left, either by his wives or concubines, a very 
numerous pofterity, the weahhy inheritance was 
eagerly "difputed ; and Zamma, one of his fbns, 
was flain in a domeftic quarrel by his brother 
Firmus. The implacable zeal, with which Ro- 
manus profecuted the legal revenge of this mur« 
der, could be afcribed only to a motive of ava<* 
rice, or perfonal hatred: but, on this occafion, 
his claims were jufl: ; his influence was weighty ; 
and Firmus clearly underftood, that he muft 
either prefent his neck to the executioner, or ap- 
peal from the fentence of the Imperial confiftory, 
to his fword, and to the people ''*\ He was 
received as the deliverer of his country j and, as 
foon as it appeared, that Romanus was formid- 
able only to a fubmiflive province, the tyrant of 
Africa became the objeft of univerfal contempt. 
The ruin of Cssfarea, which was plundered and 
burnt by the licentious Barbarians, convinced the 
refraAory cities of the danger of refiftance ; the 
power of Firmus was eftabliflied, at lead in the 
provinces of Mauritania and Numidiaj and it 
feemed to be his only doubt, whether he fhould 
aflume the diadem of a Moori(b king, or the 
purple of a Roman emperor. But the imprudent 

'^^ The chronology of AmmUnus . is loofe and obfcure : and 
Orofins (1. vii. c. 33. p. 551. edit. Haveicamp.) feems to place the 
revolt of Firmus after the deaths of Valentinian and Valeiis. TiU 
Jeinont (Hiil. des £mp. toin. t, p. 691.) endeavours to pick bis 
way. The patient and fure-footed mule of the Alps mty be trac- 
ed in the molt ilippery pathst 

and 
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a&d unhappy Africans foon difcorcred, thit, la ^^y^* 
this rafh infurrefUon, they had not fufficiently ^^"^ v ^ 
confulted their own ftrength, or the abilities of 
their leaden Before he could procure any cer^ 
tain intelligence, that the emperor of the Weft ' 
had fixed the choice of a general, or that a fleet 
of tranfports was colle&ed at the mouth of the 
Rhone, he was fuddenly informed, that the great Theodo* 
Theodofius, with a fmall band of veterans, had Jen'^^w- 
landed near Igilgilis, or Gigeri, on the African ca, 
coaft; and the timid ufurper funk under the at ^•^•^^*' 
Cendant of virtue and military genius. Though 
Firmus poflefled arms and treafures, his defpair 
of victory immediately reduced him to the ufe of 
thofe arts, which, in the fame country, and in a 
fimilar fituation, had formerly been praflifed by 
the crafty Jugurtha* He attempted to deceive^ 
by an apparent fubmif&on, the vigilance of the 
Romian general; to feduce the fidelity of his 
troops ; and to protraA the duration of the war, 
by fucceifively engaging the independent tribes 
of Afiica to efpoufe bis quarrel, or to proteft his 
flight. Theodofius imitated the example, and 
obtained the fuccefs, of his predeceflbr MeteU 
lus. When Firmus, in the character of a fup« 
pliant, accufed his own raflinefs, and humbly 
folicited the clemency of the emperor, the lieu* 
tenant of Valentinian received and difmiiTed him 
with a friendly embrace; but he diligently re« 
quired the ufeful and fubftantial pledges of a fin- 
cere repentance; nor could he be perfuaded, 
by the affurances of peace, to fufpend, for an 
Vol. IV* I inftant^ 
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c ^^^^' itiftaat» the optrations of aa wBdrt war, A daik 
confpiracy wal deteded by the penetratiaa of 
Tbeodofius; and he iadsfiedt without mudi re* 
ludance» the {mbllc indignation, which he had 
fecretly excited. Several of the guilty accom- 
plices of Firmus were abandoned^ aocordbg to 
ancient cuftom, to the tumult of a miiitiDry eze* 
cution ; many more, by the amputation of both 
their hands, continued to e!xhibit an inftradiTe 
fpeftade of horror ; the hatred of the rd>els was 
accompanied with fear ; and the fear of the Ro» 
man foUiers was mingled widi refjpeftful admira- 
tion. Amidft the boundleiii plains of GetuUa, 
and the innumerable valiies of mount Atias^ it 
was ioapoi&ble to prevent the efcape of FSrmus : 
and if the ufurper could hav« tired the patience 
of his antagonift, he would have fecured his per- 
fon in the depth of feme remote fofitude, and 
expefted the hopcz of a future revolution. He 
was fubdued by the perfeverance of Theodofius ; 
who had formed an inflexible detamioatioa, 
that the war ihould end only by the death of the 
tyrant ; and that every nation of Africa, which 
prefumed to fupport his caufe, fliould be involved 
in his ruin* At the head of a finall body of 
troops, which feldom exceeded three thouiand 
five hundred men, the Roman general advanced 
with a fteady prudence, devoid of rafhnds or of 
fear, bto the heart of a country, where be was 
fometimes attacked by armies of twenty thoii£md 
Moors. The bddnefs of his charge difmayed 
the irregular Barbstf ians ; they were difooocertod 

by 
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by his feafopable and orderly retreats ; they were ^ Jxv/* 
continually baffled by the unknown refources of ^-.^^'W 
the miiitary art ; and they felt and confefled the 
juft fuperiority which was afiumed by the leader 
of a civllifed nation. When Theodofius entered 
the extenfive dominions of Igmazen, king* of the 
Ifaflenfes, the haughty favage required, in words 
of defiance, his name, and the objeA of his ex- 
pedition. ^^ I am," replied the ftem and difdainful 
count, <* I am the general of Valentinian, the 
*^ lord of the world; who has fent me hither 
*^ to purfue and punifh a defperate robber. Deli- 
^^ rer him inftantly into my hands ; and be a& 
^^ fured, that if thou doft not obey the commands 
^ of my invincible fovereign, thou, and the people 
" over whom thpu reigneft, Ihall be utterly ex- 
^^ tirpated." As foon as ^mazen was £atis6ed» 
that his enemy bad ftxength and refolution to 
execute the fatal menace, he confented to purchafe 
a necefiary peace by the facrifice of a guilty fugitive, 
llie guards that were placed to fecure the perfoa 
of Fjrmus, deprived hioi of the hopes of efcape ; 
and the Moorifli tyrant, after vione had extin- 
guifted the fenfe of danger, difappointed the in« 
Ailting triumph of the Romans, by ftrangling him- 
felf in the night. His dead body, the only prefent 
which Igma2;en could offer to the conqueror, was 
carele&ly thrown upon a camel ; and Theodofius, 
leading back his victorious troops tp Sitifi, was falut* 
ed by the warmeft acclamations of joy and loyalty **\ 

>*l Anmiaii. xxix. 5. The text of this long chapter (fifteen 
quarto pages) is broken and corrupted) and the narrative is per- 
plexed by the want of chronological and geographical land* marks* 

X a Africa 
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CHAP. Africa had been bft by the vices of Romanttt } 
K^^^-^f it was reftored by the virtues of Tbeodofios: 
Hjrhexe. ^^j ^^^ curiofity may be ufefiilly direfted to 
Carthage, the isquiry of the refpedive treatment which 
A*D.i7^* the two generals received from the Imperial 
court. The authority of Count Romanus had 
been fuFpended by the mafter*general of the 
cavalry ; and he was committed to fafe and ho* 
nourable cuftody till the end of the war. His 
crimes were proved by the moft authentic evi- 
dence; and the public expected, with fome im;- 
patience, the decree of fevere juftice. But the 
partial and powerful favour of Mellobaudes en- 
couraged him to challenge his legal judges, to 
obtain repeated delays for the purpofe of pro- 
curing a crowd of friendly witnefles, and, finally, 
to cover his guilty conduct, by the additional 
guilt of fraud and forgery. About the lame 
time, the reftorer of Britain and Africa, on a 
vague fufpicion that his name and fervices were 
foperior to the rank of a fubjed, was ignomim- 
oufly beheaded at Carthage. Valentinian no 
longer reigned ; and the death of Theodofius, as 
well as the impunity of Romanus, may jufUy be 
imputed to the arts of the mmifters who abufed 
the confidence, and deceived the mexperienced 
youth, of his fons "♦. 
State of If the geographical accuracy of Ammianus had 

Africa. ^een fortunately beftowed on the Britifli exploits 
of Theodofius, we fliould have traced, with eager 

«U Ammianos, xx?iu. 4. Otofiof, K vii. c. SI* P* SSU 55«« 

Jcroin. in Chron* p. %tj^ 

curiofityt 
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curiofity, the dKlinft and domeftic footfteps of ^ ^J^^* 
his march. But the tedious enumeration of the 
unknown and uninterefting tribes of Africa may- 
be reduced to the general remark, that they were 
all of the fwarthy race of the Moors ; that they 
inhabited the back fettlements of the Mauritanian 
and Numidian provinces, the country, as they 
have iince been termed by the Arabs, of dates 
and of locufts '^' ; and that, as the Roman 
■ power declined in Africa, the boundary of civil- 
ifed manners and cultivated land was infenfibly 
contracted. Beyond the utmofl: limits of the 
Moors, the vaft and inhofpitable defert of the 
South extends above a thoufand miles to the 
banks of the Niger. The ancients, who had a 
very faint and imperfeft knowledge of the great 
peninfula of Africa, were fometimes tempted to 
believe,, that the torrid zone muft ever remain 
defticut^ of inhabitants "* : and they fometimes 
^mufed their fancy by filling the vacant fpace 
with headlefs men, or rather monders '^^ ; with 



1*5 Leo Africanus (in the Viaggi di RamuTia, torn. i. fol. 7S«.« 
$3.) b&t traced a curious pidurc of the people an4 the country | 
which are more minutely dercribed ia the Afrique de Marmci. 
(cm. ill. p. 1—54- 

1^ This uninhabitable tone was gradually reduced, by the im* 
proveroente of ancient geography, from forty-five to twenty, four, 
or even fixteep, degrees of latitude. Sec a learned and jtidicious note 
of Dr. Robertfon, Hift. of America, vol, i. p. 416. 

>^7 Intra, fi credeie libe% vix jam homines ct magis femiferi . . • 
Bleramyety Satyri, &c. pomfKinius Meb» i. 4. p. %6. edit. Voif. 
in 8vo« Flioy pbilofrpbiealiy explains (vi. 35.) the irrfgtflaritics of 
^ature^ wjijch he had cnduloufy admitted (v. S.). 
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homed and cloven*footed fatyrs "* } with fabu- 
lous centaurs '*^ ) s»d with human pigmies^ who 
waged a bold and doubtful warfare againft the 
cranes "^ Carthage would have trembled at the 
ftrange mtelligencr^ that the countries, on either 
fide of the equator, were filled with innumerable 
nations, who differed only in their colour from 
the ordinary appearance of the human fpecies; 
and the fubjeds of the Roman empire might have 
anxioufly expeded, that the fwarms of Barba- 
rians, which iflued from the North, would foon 
be encountered from the South by new fwarms 
of Barbarians, equally fierce, and equally for- 
midable. Thefe gloomy terrors would indeed 
have been difpelled by a more intimate acquaint- 
ance with the charafter of their African enemies* 
The inadion of the negroes does not feem to be 

>^* If the fatyr was the Oarafig-otitang, the great human ape 
(BuiFon» Hift. Mat. torn. zhr. p. 43, Scc.)f one of that fpecies might 
aAually be ihewn alive at Alexandria in the letgn of CpnAantine. 
Yet fome difficulty will ftill remain about the converfation which 
St. Anthony held with one of thefe pious fawges in the defrrt of 
Thebaie (Jeroni. in Vit. Paul. Eremit. torn. i. p. %%%.)• 

>*9 St. Anthony likewife met one of tbefi monfters } whole ex- 
ifltncc was ferioufly aflerted by the emperor Claudius. The public 
laughed $ but this prefeft of ^«gypt had the addrefs to fend an artful 
preparatiofty the embalmed corpfe of an B iff tt u i h mr ; which waa 
preferved alinoft a century afterwards in the Imperial palace. Set 
Pliny (Hift. Natnr* vii. %•), and the judicious obleivations of Fieret 
(Memoirea de TAcad. torn. vii. p- 3ai» &c.}. 

■10 The fable of the pygmies is as old as Homer (Iliad. iii« 6.). 
The pigmies of India and JBthiopla were (trifpitbami) twenty, 
feven inches high. Etery fpring (heir cavalry (mounted on rams 
and goats) marched in battle arrayt to deftroy the cranea eggs, 
aliter (fays Pliny) futuris gregtbua non refifli. Their hou(ea wem 
built of mud, feathers* and cgg-iheUt* See Pliny (f i. 35. ?ii. a.), 
and Strabo (U ii« p. i%u). 
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tht dbEtj ehher of their virtue, or of thdr pu- ^^^.^ /• 
fittaniiBity. They indulge, like the reft of maa« w -.w 
Idmdy their paffioAS and appetites ; and the adja- 
cent tribes are engaged in fre()uent afts of hofti- 
litj'^. But their rude ignorance has never 
invented any effeftaal weapcxi^ of defence, or of 
deftnudaon; they appear incapable of forming 
any extenfive plans of government, or conqueft ; 
and the obvious inferiority of their mental facul- 
ties has been cHfcovered and abufed by the nations 
(^ the temperate zone; Sixty thoufand blacks are 
anntfally embarked from .the coaft of Guinea, 
never to return to their native country j but they 
are embarked in chains ^** : and this conflant emi« 
gration, which, in the fpace of two centuries, 
might have furnifted armies to overrun the globe, 
accufes the guilt of Europe, and the weaknefs of 
Africa. 

IV. The ignominious treaty which faved the iv. Tht 
army of Jovian, had been faithfully executed on The^er« 
the fide of the Romans : and as they had foleipnly fi" w», 
renounced the fovereignty and alliance of Ar« ^ss-^yrt^ 
menia and Iberia, thofe tributary kingdoms were 
expofed, without protedion, to the arms of tne 
Perfian monarch*". Sapor entered the Arrne- 

*n Tlie ibird and fbarth ToUmes of the raliifbU Hiioire det 
Voyages defcribe the prefent ftate of the negroes. The nations of tht 
fei coaft h«re been poliihed bf European commerce { asd thofe of the 
inland country have been improved by Moorifli colonies. 

ua Hiftoire Philofophique et Politii]ue, &c. torn. iv. p« 19a. 

>'l The evidence of Ammianut is original and deciiive (xxvii. i ».)# 
Mofes of Chorene (1. iii. e. 17. p« a49. and c. 34. p. 169.), and 
Procopins (de Bell. Perfico, I. i. c. 5. p. 17. edit. Louvre), have been 
confolted • but thjfe hiftorianSy who confound diftinA faftsy rrpeat 
the fame events, and introduce ftrangc ftoriet, muft be ufed with diffi- 
dence and camioo* 

X4 man 
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CHAP, nian territories at the head of a formidable hoft 
of cuiraf&ers, of archers^ and of mercenary foot ; 
but it was the invariable pradice of Sa^r to xniz 
war and negotiation, and to confider &l£ebood 
and perjury as the mod powerful inflxuments of 
regal policy. He affeded to praife the prudent 
and moderate conduA of the king of Armenia; 
and the unfufpicious Tiranus was perfuaded, by 
the repeated aflurances of infidious friendfliip, to 
deliver his perfon into the hands of a £sutfaleis and 
cruel enemy. In the midft of a fplendid enter- 
tainment^ he was bound in chains of iilver, as 
an honour due to the blood of the Arfaddes; 
and^ after a (hort confinement in the Tower of 
Obh'vion at Ecbatana, he was releafed from the 
miferies of life, either by his own dagger^ or by 
that of an aflafiin. The kingdom of Armenia 
was reduced to the ft ate of a Perfian province; 
the adminiftration was ihared between a diftin- 
guiflied fatrap and a favourite eunuch ; and Sa- 
por marched, . without delay, to fubdue the mar- 
tial fpirit of the Iberians. Sauromaces, who 
reigned in that country by the permiiGon of the 
emperors, was expelled by a fuperior force ; and, 
as an infult on the majefty of Rome, the King 
of kings placed a diadem on the head of his ab- 
jeft vaflal Afpacuras. The city of ArtogerafTa "* 
was the only place of Armenia which prefumed 



•»4 Perbapi Artagera, or ArdU ; under whofe wa]U Caioi, the 
grandfon of Augullus, was wounded. This fortreft was fituate 
abof e Amida, near one of the fourcet of the Tigris* See 4*AaviUei 
Geographic Ancieaney torn, ii. p. 106 • 

to 
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to refill the effort of hU arms. The treaTure ^^^v^" 
depofited in that ftrong fortrefs tempted the v«— %w 
avarice of Sapor; but the danger of Olympias, 
the wife, or widow, of the Armenian king, ex« 
cited the public compaflion, and animated the 
defperate valour of her fubje&s and foldieifs. 
The Perfians were furprifed and repulfed under 
the walls of Artogerafla, by a bold and well- 
concerted fally of the befieged. But the forces 
pf Sapor were continually renewed and ihcreafed; 
the hopelefs courage of the garrifon was exhau(t« 
ed; the ftrength of the walls yielded to the 
afllault} and the proud conqueror, after wafting 
the rebellious city with fire and fword, led away 
captive an unfortunate queen; who, in a more 
aufpicious hour, had been the deftined bride of 
the Ion of Conftantine '"• Tet if Sapor already 
triumphed in the eafy conquefl: of two dependent 
kingdoms, he foon felt, that a country is unfub- 
dued, as long as the minds of the people are 
actuated by an hoftile and contumacious fpirit. 
The fatraps, whom he was obliged to tru(t, 
embraced the firit opportunity of regaining the 
aSefUon of their countrymen, and of fignalifing 
their immortal hatred to the Perfian name. Since 
the converfion of the Armenians and Iberians, 
thofe nations confidered the Chriftians as the ia- 
vourites, and the Magians as the adverfaries, of 
the Supreme Being ; the influence of the clergy, 
over a fuperftitious people, was uniformly exertr 

■15 Tillemont (Hid. d€8 Enii)ereurs, toin. ▼. p. 701.) provet, 
from cbronologyt th»t Olyrapias muft have been the mother of Para. 

ed 
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^xxv '* ^ ixiAe caure of Rome ; and as long al tiie fac 
cefibjra of Conftantine dtfputad ^h thofe of 
Artaxeraes the fovereignty of the intermediate 
pronnces, the reUgioas connexion always threw 
a dedfiye advantage into the fcale of the enifHie. 
A numerous and adire party acknowledged 
Pura, the ion of Tiranus, as the lawful forerdgn 
of Armenia; and his title to the throne was 
deeply rooted in die hereditary fucceflion <^ fire 
hundred years. By the unanimous conlent of 
the Iberians^ the country was equally divided 
between the rival princes; and ATpacuras, who 
owed his diadem to the choice of Sapor, was 
obliged to declare, that his regard for his chiM« 
ren, who were detained as hoftages by the tyrant, 
was the only confideration, wluch prevented lum 
from openly renouncing the alliance of Perfia* 
The emperor Valens, who refpeAed the oMigt- 
tions of the treaty, and who was apprehenfifc 
of mvoiving the Eait in a dangerous war, ven- 
tured, with flow and cautious meafures, to fup- 
port the Roman party in the kingdoms of Iberia 
and Armenia. Twelve legions eftabK&ed the 
authority of Sauromaces on the banks of the 
Cyrus, The Euphrates was protefted by the 
vsdour of Arintheus, A powerful army, under 
the command of Count Trajan, and of Vadomair, 
king of the Alemanni, fixed their camp on the 
confines of Armenia. 'But they were ftridly en- 
joined, not to commit the firft hoftilities, which 
might be underftood as a breach of the trt^tj: 
and fuch was the implicit obedience of the Ro 
3 man 
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man general, that they retreated', vrith exemplary ^ " a e 



patience; under a fliower of Perfian arrows, till 
they had clearly acquured a jud title to an ho- 
nourable and legitimate yidlory* Yet thefe ap- 
' pearances of war infenftbly fubfided in a Tain and 
tedious negociation. The contending parties 
fiipported their claims by mutual reproaches of 
perfidy and ambition; and it fliould feem, that 
the original treaty was exprefied in rery obfcure 
terms, fince they were reduced to the neceflity 
of making their inconcIuiiTe appeal to the partial 
teftimony of the generals of the two nations, 
who had affifted at the ncgociations '•*. The 
invafion of the Goths and Huns, which foon af- 
ta-wards (hook the foundations of the Roman 
empire, expofed the provinces of Afia to the 
arms of Sapor. But the declining age, and per- 
haps the infirmities, of the monarch, fuggefted 
new maxims of tranquillity and moderation. His 
death, which happened in the full maturity of a a^D.^So. 
reign of feventy years, changed in a moment the 
court and councils of Perfia ; and their attention 
was mod probably engaged by domeftic troubles, 
and the diftant efforts of a Carmanian war"^ 

»J* Ammiantis (xxvii. it. xxix. i. xxx, i, t.) has defcribcd the 
events, without the dates, of the Perfian war. Mofts of Chorene 
(Hift. Armcn, ]. iii. c. iS. |>. 261. c. }i. p. »66. c. 3$. p. 27**) *^* 
fords Tome additional laAs j but it is extremely difficult to fcparate 
truth from fable* 

*J7 Artaxerxes was tlie Aicceflbr and brother (tbe eeufin-gerwun) 
of ibe great Sapor) and the guardian of his Ton Sapor III. ( Aga- 
thias, 1. iv. p. 136. edit. Louvre). See the Univerfal Hillory, vol. 
xi* p. 86. i6i. The authors of that unequal work hive compiled 
the Saflfanian dynafty with erudition and diligence : but it is a pre- 
poUeroos arrangrmeDt to divide the Roman and Oriental accounts 
into two diftiiid hiftories. 

The 
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^xxv^' The remembrance of ancient injuries was loft ni 
s^^^,,^^ the enjoyment of peace. The kingdoms of Ar« 
Jf^^ accf ^ menia and Iberia were' permitted, by the mutual, 
A.b. 384. though tacit, confent of both empires, to refume 
their doubtful neutrality. In the firft years of 
the reign of Theodofius, a Perfian embafly ar- 
rived at Condantinople, to excufe the unjuftifi- 
able meafures of the former reign ; and to offer, 
as the tribute of friendfhip, or even of refped, a 
fplendid prefent of gems, of fUk, and of Indian 
elephants '**. 
Adren- In the general pi£lure of the affairs of the Eaft 

Paira ifing ^^^^^ ^^^ ''^^g^ ^^ Valcus, the advcntures of Para 
of Armc. form One of the moft ftriking and lingular ob« 
***** jefts. The noble youth, by the perfuafion of his 

mother Olympias, had efcaped through the Per* 
fian hoft that befieged Artogeraffa, and implored 
the prote£Uon of the emperor of the EalL By 
his timid councils. Para was alternately fupport- 
ed, and recalled, and reftored, and betrayed* 
The hopes of the Armenians were fomedmes 
raifed by the prefence of their natural foverdgn $ 
and the minifters of Valens were fausfied, that 
they preferved the integrity of the public faith, 
if their vaffal was not fuffered to affume the 
diadem and title of King. But they foon repent« 
ed of their own raihnefs. They were confounded 
by the reproaches and threats of the Perfian mo- 
narch. They found reafon to diftruft the cruel 
and inconftant temper of Para himfelf: who 

*l< Pacatus in Panegyr. Vet. xli. %t. and OroCufy I. vlu c. 34. 
lAumque turn fcedut eft, quo UQiverfus Orieoa ufquc id noi^c 
(A. D. 416.) tranquilliiFime fruitur. 

facrificedi 
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fitcrificed, to the flighted fufpicions^ the lives o(^^^^^* 
his mod faithful fervants; and held a fecret and 
difgraceful correfpondence with the aflaflin of 
his father, and the enemy of his country. Under 
the fpecious pretence of confulting with the em* 
peror on the fubje£t of their common intereft. 
Para was perfuaded to defcend from the moun- 
tains of Armenia, where his party was in arms, 
and to trufl: his independence and fafety to the 
difcretion of a perfidious court. The king of 
Armenia, for fuch he appeared in his own eyes 
and in thofe of his nation, was received with 
due honours by the governors of the provinces^ 
through which he pafied; but when he arrived 
at Tarfus in Cilicia, his progrefs was flopped 
under various pretences ; his motions were watch* 
cd with refpe£tful vigilance; and he gradually 
difcovered, that he was a prifoner in the hands o£ 
the Romans. Para fuppreflfed his indignation, 
diflembled his fears, and, after fecretly preparing 
his efcape, mounted on horfeback with three 
hundred of his faithful followers. The officer 
fiationed at the door of bis apartment imme- 
diately communicated his flight to the confular 
of Cilicia, who overtook him in the fuburbs, 
and endeavoured, without fuccefs, to difluade 
him from profecuting his rafli and dangerous 
defign, A legion was ordered to purfue the royal 
fugitive!; but the purfuit of infkntry could not 
be very alarming to a body of light cavalry ; and 
upon the firft cloud of arrows that was difcharged 
into the air, they retreated with precipitation to^. 
8 the 
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CHAP, the gates of Taxibs* After an inceflknt march 
of two days and two nights. Para and bis Araie* 
nians reached the banks of the Euphrates ; but 
the paflage of the river, which they were obliged 
to fwim, was attended with fome delay and fotnt 
I0& The country was alarmed; and the two 
road$9 which were only feparated by an interral 
of three miles, had been occupied by a thoufand 
vchers on horfeback, under the command of a 
count and a tribune* Faira muft have yielded to 
fiiperior force, if the accidental SHrrival of a friendly 
traveller had not revealed the danger, and the 
means of efcape. A dark and almoft impervious 
path fecurely conveyed the Armenian tro<^ 
through the thicket; a&d Para bad left behind 
him the count and the tribune, while they pa« 
tiently expeded his approach along the pvlbHc 
highways. They returned to the Imperial court 
to excufe their want of diligence or fuccefs : and 
ferioufly alleged^ that the king of Armenia, who 
was a (kilful magician, had transformed himfelf 
and his followers, and paiTed before their «yes 
under a borrowed fhape. After his return to his 
aative kingdom, Para fBU contsnued to profefs 
himielf the friend and ally of the Romans ; btft 
the Romans had injused him too deeply ever to 
forgive, and the fecret fentence of his death was 
figned in the council of Valens* The execution 
of the bloody deed was committed to the fubde 
prudence of Count Trajan ; and he had the merit 
of infmuating himfelf into the confidence of the 
credulous prince, that he might find an oppor* 
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tunity of ftabbbg him to the heart. Para vm c h a f. 
iaviied to a Roman ban^et^ which had i>eea -,j-,-Lr 
prc^red with all the pomp and fenruality of the 
£aft:. the hail refou&ded wkh cheerful mufic, 
aad thie company was already heated with wine ; 
wiien the count retired for an inftant^drew hit 
fwordt and gave the fignal of the munter. A 
robuft and defperate Barbarian inftaatly riiOwd 
ctt^he king of Armenia; and though he bravely 
defended his life wkh the firft weapon that chance 
offered to his baoidf the table of the Imperial a.d«s74. 
g^ieral was ftained with the royal blood of a 
guefty and an ally. Such were the weak and 
wkked majBims of the Roman adminiftration^ 
that, to attain a dbubtful objed of political inte- 
reft> the laws of nations, and the facred rights of 
holpitality^ were inhumanly violated in the £ice 
ofthcworki"'^ 

V. Dnring a peaceful interval of thirty years, v. Tm 
the Rowans fecured their frontiers, and the Golbe conquliu 
extended their dominions. The vidories of the of Her- 
great Hermanric ***', king of the Oftrogoths, and "*""*^' 
the moft noble of the race of the Amali, bavc^ 
he&k compared, by the en^ftafm of his conn* 
trymen, lo the espfeits of Alexander : ixath this 
fiogulaf, and ahnoft ancredUble, differenoe, thai 

^19 See 10 Ammianus (xxx. i*) the adventures of Para. Mofet 
of Chorene calU him Tiridatet i and tells a long^ am) not in^xo* 
bablcy ftory of his fon Gnelus i who afterwards made himfelf popular 
in Armenia, and provoked the Jealoufy of the reigning king (1. iti. 
c* SI, &€• p. t53» &c.). 

>4* The concife account of the reign and conqueftt of Hermanric, 
feemt to be one of the valuable fragments which Jomandes (c. aS«) 
bonowed from the Gothic hifteries of Ablavius, or Cafliodorus. 
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CHAP, ^e martial fpirit of the Gothic hero, inftead d 
being fupported by the vigour of youth, vm 
difplayed with glory and fuccefs in the extreme 
period of human life; between the age of four- 
&ore and one hundred and ten years. The ia* 
dependent tribes were perfuaded, or compelled, 
to acknowledge the king of the Oftrogoths as 
the fovereign of the Cothic nation : the chiefs 
of the Viligoths, or Thervingi, renounced the 
royal title, and aflumed the more humble ap- 
pellation of Judges; and, among thofe judges^ 
Athanaric, Fritigern, and Alavivus, were the 
moft tlluftrious, by their perfonal merit, as well 
as by their vicinity to the Roman provinces* 
Thefe domeftic conquefts, which increafed the 
military power of Hermanric, enlarged his am* 
bitious defigns. He invaded the adjacent coun^ 
tries of the North; and twelve confiderablo 
nations, whofe names and limits cannot be ac« 
curately defined, fucceflively yielded to the fupe« 
riority of the Gothic arms **'. The HeruU, who 
inhabited the maHhy lands near the lake Mseotis^ 
were renowned for their ftrength and agiUty; 
and the affiftance of their light infantry wa» 
eagerly folicited, and highly efteemed, in all the 
wars of the Barbarians. But the aftive fprit of 
the Heruli was fubdued by the flow and fteady 

U« M, de Buat (Hill, det Peuplet de ]*Europe» tomi ti. p^ in 
— 319.) inveftigates, with more induftry than iucceft^ the nationt 
Ibbdoed by the aims of Hermanric. He denrea the exiftence of 
the Pkfimhrone^f on account of the immoderate length of their name« 
Yet the French envoy to Ratiibooi or Drtfdcn, muft have tntTtrfed 
the country of the Mtdhmstrid* 

perfeve. 
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perfeverance of the Goths; and, after a bloody ^ "^y/' 
adion^ in which the king was llain, the remsuns 
of that warlike tribe became an ufeful acceffioa 
to the camp of Hermanric. He then marched 
againft the Venedi ; unikill^d in the ufe of arms, 
and formidable only by their numbers, which 
^ filled the wide extent of the plains of modem 
Poland. The viflorious Goths, who were not 
inferior in numbers^ prevailed in the contefl:, by 
the decifive advantages of exercife and difcipline. 
After the fubmiffion of the Venedi, the conqueror 
advanced, without refiftance, as far as the con- 
fines of the iEftii '^* ; an ancient people, whofe 
name is ftill preferved in the province of Eftho- 
nia. Thofe diftant inhabitants of the Baltic 
coaft were fupported by the labours of agricul- 
ture, enriched by the trade of amber, and con- 
fecrated by the peculiar worfliip of the Mother of 
the Gods. But the fcarcity of iron obliged the 
JSilian warriors to content themfelves with 
wooden clubs ; and the reduction of that, wealthy 
country is afcribed to the prudence, rather than, 
to the arms, of Hermanric^ His dominions, 
which extended from the Danube to the Baltic, 
included the native feats, and the recent acquL- 
(itions, of the Goths ; and he rdgped over the 
greateft part of Germany and Scythia with the 
authority of a conqueror, and fometimes with 
the cruelty of a tyrant. But he reigned over a 

U& The edition of Gfodut (Jornandcs, p. 64.2.} exblbitt the nam* 
ofjEJhi, But reafon and the Ambrofian MS. have i:eftored the ^JIUp 
whofe manners and fituation are exprefled by the pencil of Tacitut 
(Gerinania, c. 45. }• 
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part of the globe incapable of perpetuating and 
adorning the glory of its heroes, llie name of 
Hermanric is almoft buried in oblivion ; his ex- 
ploits are imperfeAly known; and the Romans 
themfelves appeared unconfcioos of the progrefs 
of an afpiring power, which threatened the liberty 
of the North, and the peace of the empire **'. 
Thecaiifc Thc Goths had contrafted an hereditary at- 
thic warr tachmcnt for the Imperial hoofe of Conftantine, 
A.D.365. Qf whofe power and liberality they had recdved 
fo many (ignal proofs. They refpefted the pub- 
lic peace : and if an hoftile band fometimes pre- 
fumed to pafs the Roman limit, their irregular 
condu£t was candidly afcribed to the ungoYem- 
able fpirit of the Barbarian youth. Their con- 
tempt for two new and obfcure princes, who had 
been raifed to the throne by a popular eledion, 
inFpired the Goths with bolder hopes ; and, while 
they agitated fome defign of marching their con- 
federate force under the national flandard '**, 
they were eafily tempted to embrace the party 
of Procopius ; and to- foment, by their dan- 
gerous aid, the civil difcord of the Romans. The 
public treaty might ftipulate no more than ten 
thoufand auxiliaries ; but the defign was fo zeal- 
oufly adopted by the chiefs of the Vifigoths, that 
the army which paflfed the Danube amounted to 

Ul Ammianufl (xxxi. 3.)obrerves> in general terms t ermenricfcf 
« . . . nobiliflimi Regis, et, per muha variaque fortiter HiRm, wkkk 
gentibut formidatiy &c« 

'44 Valens • • • • docetur relationibus Ducuin« geotem Gotbo- 
VMiOp ea tempeOare intaf^am ideoque raevifliinam» confpiniiicein '» 
ununif id peryadendam parari collimiua Thraciarum. Aoiiiiiao. 
xxvi. 6* 

the 
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the number of thirty thbufand men '♦*. They c h a p- 
marched with the proud confidence, that their in« 
vincible ralour would decide the fate of the 
Roman empire; and the provinces of Thrace 
groaned under the weight of the Barbarians, who 
difplayed the infolelice of matters, and the licen^ 
tioufnefs of enemies. But the intemperance 
which gratified their appetites, retarded their 
progrefs ; and before the Goths could receive 
any certain intelligence of the defeat and death of 
Pi-ocopius, they perceived, by the hoftile ftate of 
the country, that the civil and military powers 
were refumed by his fuccefsful rival. A chain of 
pofts and fortifications, (kllfully difpofed by Va* 
lens, or the generals of Valens, refifted their 
match, prevented their retreat, and intercepted 
thdr fubfiftence. The fiercenefs of the Barbae 
rians was tamed and fufpended by hunger ; they 
indignantly threw down their arms at the feet of 
the conqueror, who offered them food and chains : 
the numerous captives were diftributed in all the 
cities of the Eaft ; and the provincials, who were 
foon familiarized with their favage appearance, 
ventured, by degrees, to meafure their own 
ftrength with thefe formidable adverfaries, whofe 
name had fo long been the objed of their terror. 
The king of Scythia (and Hermanric alone could 
deferve fo lofty a title) was grieved and exaf- 
perated by this nationad calamity. His ambaf* 

HI M. de Butt (Hift. det Peuplet de I'Europe, torn. vt. p. 331.) 
hat curioufly afcertained the real number of thefe auxiltariea^ The 
3000 of Aininianusy and the lo^ooo of ZofimuSi were only the iirft 
dhrifioot of the Gothic anny. 
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CHAP, fadon loudly complained, at the court of Valent, 
im^^'jLmj of the infradion of the ancient and folema alli- 
ance, which had fo long fubfifted between the 
Romans and the Goths. T}iey alleged, that they 
had fulfilled the duty of allies, by ailifting the 
kinfman and fucceflbr of the emperor Julian; 
they required the immediate reftitution of the 
noble captives; and they urged a very fingular 
claim, that the Gothic generals, marching in 
arms, and in hoftile array, were entitled to the 
iacred chara£ler and privileges of ambafladors. 
The decent, but peremptory, refufal of thefe 
extravagant demands, was fignified to the Bar- 
barians by Vidor, mafter-general of the cavalry ; 
who expreifed, with force and dignity, the juft 
complaints of the emperor of the Eaft '**. The 
negodation was interrupted; and the manly ex- 
hortations of Valentinian encouraged his timid 
brother to vindicate the infulted majefty of the 
empire **\ 
Hoftiiitict The fplradour and magnitude of this Gothic 
A^v^i ^^ ^^^ celebrated by a contemporary hi^lo- 

S6t, 369. 

*4A The marchf tnd fubfequcnt negociaiion* are defcribed in .die 
Fragments of Eunapioe (Excerpt. Legat. p. it. Bdit. Louvre}. 
The provinctaU, who afterwards became familiar with the Barba. 
riaaa, found that their ftrength was more apparent than ital. The^ 
were taU of Aatare { but their legs were clumfjri and their ibouldert 
were narrow. 

>^7 Valena cnim^ ut confulto placuerat fratri, cujoa regebatur 
arbitrio^ arma concuflit in Gothot ratione jufta permotus. Amroi- 
anua (xxvit. 4.} then proceeds to defcribCf not the country of the 
Goths, but the peaceful and obedient prorinoe of Thrace, which was 
not affefled by the war. 
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rian**': but the events fcarcely dcferve the at- ^^xv^* 
tention of pofterity, except as the preliminary 
fteps of the approaching decline and fall of the 
empire. Inftead of leading the nations of Ger* 
many and Scythia to the banks of the Danube, 
or even to the gates of Conftantinople, the aged 
monarch of the Goths refigned to the brave Atha- 
naric the danger and glory of a defenlive war, 
againft an enemy, who wielded with a feeble 
hand the powers of a mighty flate. A bridge of 
boats was edabliflied upon the Danube; the 
prefence of Valens animated his troops; and his 
ignorance of the art of war was compenfated by 
perfonal bravery, and a wife deference to the 
advice of Yi&oT and Arintheus, his mafters-gene- 
ral of the cavalry and infantry. The operations 
of the campaign were condufted by their (kill 
and experience; but they found it impoilible to 
drive the Vifigoths from their ftrong pofts in 
the mountains : and the devaftation of the plains 
obKged the Roipans themfelves to repafs the 
Danube on the approach of winter. The incef- 
hpt rains, which fwelled the waters of the river, 
produced a tacit fufpenfion of arms, and confined 
the emperor Valens, during the whole courfe of 
the enfuing fummer, to his camp of Marciana- 
polis. The third year of the war was more fa- 
vourable to the Romans, and more pernicious to 
the Goths. The interruption of trade deprived 

U« fiunapius, in ExcerpT. Legal, p. iS, 19^ The Greek fopKifl 
moft have confidered at mm and the Jam war, the whole Ceries of G»- 
Uuc hiaory till the viaoriet and peace of Theodofius* 
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CHAP* the Barbarians of the objeds of luxury, vfaich 
they already confounded with the neceflaries of 
life } and the defolation of a very extenfivc tnCt 
of country threatened them with the horrors of 
famine. Athanaric was provoked, or compelled^ 
to riik a battle, which he loft, in the plains; 
and the purfuit was rendered more bloody by the 
cruel precaution of the vidorious generala, who 
had promifed 4 large reward for the head of every 
Goth that was brought into the Imperial camp. 
The fubmif&on of the Barbarians appeafed the 
refentment of Valens and his council} the em- 
peror liftened with fatisfafUon to the flattering 
and eloquent remonftrance of the fenate of 0)n- 
(lantmople, which aflumed, for the firft time, a 
ibare in the public deliberations) and the £ime 
generals, Vi£lor and Arintheus, who bad fuc* 
cefsfully directed the condud of the war, were 
empowered to regulate the conditions of peace. 
The freedom of trade, which the Goths had hi- 
therto enjoyed, was reftrifted to two cities on the 
Danube ; the raflmefs of their leaders was feverely 
puni(bed by the fuppreflicm of their penlions and 
fubfidies } and the exception, which was ftipplated 
in favour of Athanaric alone, was more advaur 
tageous than honourable to the Judge of the 
Vifigoths. Athanaric, who, on this occafion, 
appears to have confulted his private intereft, 
without expe&ing the orders of his fovereigOn 
fupported his own dignity, and that of his tribe, 
in the perfonal interview which was propofed by 
the minifters of Valens. He perfiftcd in his de- 
claration, that it was impoflible for him, without 

incur- 
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incurring the guik of perjury, ever lo fet his c h a r» 
foot on the territory of the empire ; and it is s«..i^««^ 
more than probable, that bis regard fidr the fane* 
tity of an oath was confirmed by the recent and 
fatal examples of Roman treachery. The Da« 
nube, which feparated the dominions of the two 
hidependent nations, was chofen for the fcene of 
the conference. The emperor of the Eaft, and 
the Judge of the Vifigoths, accompanied by an 
equal number of armed followers, advanced in 
their refpedive barges to the middle of the 
flream. After the ratiBcation of the treaty, and 
the delivery of homages, Valens returned in tri- 
umph to ConHantinopIe ; and the Goths rer 
mained in a ftate of tranquillity about fix years ; 
till they were violently impelled againft the Ro- 
man empire, by an innumerable holl of Scythians, 
who appeared to iifue from the frozen regions of 
the North "*•. 

The emperor of the Weft, who had rcfigned ^^Jl^.. 
to his brother the command of the Lower Da- and s^r/ 
nube, referved for his immediate care the defence ^^^^^^^^» 
of the Rhaetian and Illyrian provmces, which 
fpread fo many hundred miles along the greatefl: 
of the European rivers. The active policy of 
Valentinian was continually employed in adding 
new fortifications to the fecurky of the frontier : 

■49 Tbe Gothic war is dtfcnbed by AmmUnut (xxvii. 5.). Zo(i* 
fiMit (I. i?. p.iii— «.i4.}i w<* Themiftiua (Ofat. x. p. i«9— u^.)* 
TN orator Thcmifttua waa Cent from the fenace of Conftantiaople to 
congratulate the Yi^oriout emperor i and lut fervile eloquence com- 
pares Valena hi the Danube> to Achilles in the Scaromder. Jot- 
nandea forgets a war peculiar to the Fifi GQlhs, and inglorious to the 
Gothic oame (Maiceu's Hif^. of the Gcniian»| vii* 3.). 
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^xxv.*"' ^^^ ^^^ abufe of this policy provoked the juft 
tefentment of the Barbarians* The Quad! com- 
plained, that the ground for an intended fortrefs 
had been marked out on their territories; and 
their complaints were urged with fo much reafon 
and moderation, that Equitius, mafter -general 
of lUyricum, confented to fufpend the profecu- 
tion of the work, till he ihould be more clearly 
informed of the will of his fovereign. This fair 
occafion of injuring a rival, and of advancing the 
fortune of his fon, was eagerly embraced by the 
inhuman Maximin, the prsefeA, or rather ty- 
rant, of Gaul, The paffions of Valentinian were 
impatient of controul ; and he. creduloufly lift- 
ened to the aflurances of his favourite, that if the 
government of Valeria, and the diredion of the 
work, were entrufted to the zeal of his fon Mar^ 
cellinus, the emperor (hould no longer be im- 
portuned with the audacious remonftrances of the 
Barbarians. The fubjefts of Rome, and the 
natives of Germany, were infulted by the arro- 
gance of a young and worthlefs minifter, who 
confidered his rapid elevation as the proof and 
reward of his fuperior merit. He affeded, how- 
ever, to receive the modeft application of Gabi- 
nius, king of the Quadi, with fome attention and 
regard: but this artful civility concealed a dark 
and bloody defign, and the credulous prince was 
perfuaded to accept the prefling ijiviution of 
Marcellinus. I am at a lofs how to vary the 
narrative of fimilar crimes ^ or how to relate, 
that in the courfe of the fame year, but in 
gemote parts of the empire, the mhofpitable table 
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of two Imperial generals was ftained with the c h a p* 
royal blood of two gueds and allies, inhumanly 
murdered by their order, and in their prefence. 
The fate of Gabinius, and of Para, was the fame : 
but the cruel death of their fovereign was re- 
fented in a very diflferent manner by the fervile 
temper of the Armenians, and the free and dar^ 
ing fpirit of the Germans. The Quadi were 
much declined from that formidable power, 
which, in the time of Marcus Antoninus, had 
fpread terror to the gates of Rome. But they 
ilill poiTefied arms and courage; their courage 
was animated by defpair, and they obtained the 
ufual reinforcement of the cavalry of their Sar« 
matian allies. So improvident was the aflaffia 
Marcellinus, that he chofe the mometit when the 
braveft veterans had been drawn away, to fup« 
prefs the revolt of Firmus; and the whole pro* 
vince was expofed, with a very feeble defence, to 
the rage of the exafperated Barbarians. They 
invaded Pannonia in the feafon of harveft; un- 
mercifully dettroyed every objed of plunder 
which they could not eafily transport ; and either 
difregard^, or demoliflied, the empty fortifica- 
tions. The princefs Conftantia, the daughter of 
the emperor Conflantius, and the grand-daughter 
of the great Conftantine, very narrowly efcaped* 
That royal maid, who had innocently fupported 
the revolt of Procopius, was now the deftined 
wife of the heir of the Weftern empire. She 
traverfed the peaceful province with a fplendid 
^d unarmed trsun. Her perfon was faved from 

danger^ 
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~^xxv.^' danger, and the republic from difgrace, by the 
a^ve zeal of Me0ala, governor of the provinces. 
As foon as he was informed that the village, 
where ihe (lopped only to dine, was almoft en- 
compailed by the Barbarians, he haftily placed 
her in his own chariot, and drove full fpeed till 
he reached the gates of Sirmium, which were at 
the diftance of fix and twenty miles. Even Sir* 
mium might not have been fecure, if the Quadi 
and Sarmatians had diligently advanced during 
die general confternation of the magiftrates and 
people. Their delay allowed Probus, the Prae- 
torian presfefb, fufficient time to recover his own 
ipirits, and to revive the courage of the citizens. 
He flilfuUy dire^ed their ftrcnuous efforts to 
repair and ftrengthen the decayed fortifications; 
and procured the feafonable and eSedoal allift* 
anoe of a company of archers, to protCiEl the 
capital of the lUyrian provinces. Difappointed 
in their attempts againft the walls of Sirmium, 
the indigtiaat Barbarians turned their arms againft 
the mafter-general of the frontier, to whom they 
ttnjoftly attributed the murder of their kii^. 
Equitiiia could bring into the field no more than 
two legioiiB; but they contained the veteran 
ftrength of the Maefian and Pannonian bands. 
The obftinacy with which they difputed the vaia 
honours of rank and precedency, was the cau& 
of their deftrudion; and while they afted with 
feparate forces and divided councils, they imre 
furprifed and ikiughtered by the a£Uve vigour of 
the Sapmatian horfe. The fuccefs of this inva« 
I fion 
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ficm provoked the emulation of the bordering ^ ^ ^ *** 
tribes; and the province of Maeiia would infal- ^.-^^-w 
libly have been loft, if young Theodofius, the 
duke, or military commander, of the frontier, 
had not fignalized, in the defeat of the public 
enemy, an intrepid genius, worthy of his illuftri* 
eus father, and of his future greatnefs '*^ 

The mind of Valentinian, who then refided at The expc- 
Treves, was deeply aflfeded by the calamities of *^*^'^'** 
lUyricum; but the latenefs of the feafon fuf- 
pended the execution of his defigns till the en« 
fuing fpring. He marched in perfon, with a a,D. 375* 
confiderable part of the forces of Gaul, from the 
banks of the Mofdle: and to the fuppliant am- 
baffiidors of the Sarmatians, who met him on the 
way, he returned a doubtful anfwer, that as foon 
as he reached the fcene of adion, he Ihould 
(^acamine, and pronounce. When he arrived at 
Strmium, he gave audience to the deputies of the 
lUyrian provinces; who loudly congratulated 
their own felicity under the aufpicious govern- 
ment of Probus, his Praetorian pradFeft'**. Va- 
lentinian, 

sfo Ammianut (xkix. 6.) aad Zofimus (1. iv. p. %i^, zap.) . 
carefally mark the origin and progrefs of the Quadic and Sarmatian 
war. 

'5* AmmiaBat (xxx. 5.) who acknowledges themeiit, has cen« 
fared, with becoming afperity, the oppreflivc adminift ration of Pe- 
tronias Probus. When Jerom tranflated, and continued, the Chro- 
nicle of Eofebiut (A. D. 380. See Titlemonr, Mem, EccUf. tonu 
xii« p« 5). 616.), he exprefled the truth, or at leaft the public opi- 
nion of hit country, in the following words 1 *' Probus P. P. Illy. 
** rtct iniquimmis tribotorum exaAionibus, ante provincias quas re« 
^* gebatj quam a Barbaris vaftaientur, irmfit** (Chi on. edit Sca- 
Hger, p. 187. Animadverf. p. a59>)* f he Saint afterwards formed 
an incimate and tender frjcndfliip with the widow of Probus \ and 
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lentinian, who was flattered by thefe demon{tra« 
lions of their loyalty and gratitude, imprudently 
aiked the deputy of Epirus, a Cynic philofopher 
of intrepid finccrity '*% whether he was freely 
fern by the wi(bes of the province? ** With 
^ tears and groans am I fent (replied Iphicles) 
** by a reluctant people/' The emperor paufed : 
bot the impunity of his minifters eftabliflied the 
pernicious maxim, that they might opprefs his 
fubjeds, without injuring his fervice. A ftrid 
inquiry into their conduft would hare relieved 
the public difcontent. The fevere conden:mation 
of the murder of Gabinius, was the only mea- 
fure which could reftore the confidence of the 
Germans, and vindicate the honour of the Ro- 
man name. But the haughty monarch was in* 
capable of the magnanimity which dares to ac« 
knowledge a fault. He forgot the provocation, 
lemembered only the injury, and advanced into 
the country of the Quadi with an infatiate thirft 
of blood and revenge. The extreme devaftation, 
and promifcuous ma0acre, of a favage war, were 
juftified, in the eyes of the emperor, and per- 
haps in thofe of the world, by the cruel equity 
of retaliation "' : and fuch was the difcipline of 

tke name of Count Equltiut, with lefs propriety^ but without much 
lajufticc, has been fubfiituted in the text. 

■s> Julian (Orat. vi. p. 19S.) reprefentt his friend Iphicles as 1 
tmt of virtue and merit, who had made himfelf ridiculous and an. 
^PPy> ^7 adopting the extravagant dreft and mannen of the 
Cynics, 

*n Ammian. xxx. 5. Jerom» who exaggerates the misfortime 
of Valentinian, refufes htm even this laft confolation of reveoge. 
Gcairali vadato folo^ et iiudtam patriam derelin^ucas (tooi. i* 
p. a6.). 
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the Romans, and the confternation of the eaemy^ chap. 
that Valentinian repafled the Danube without the v^i^^^w 
lofs of a (ingle man. As he had refolved to 
complete the deftruftion of the. (^adi by a fecond 
capipaign, he fixed his winter-quarters at Bre- 
getio, on the Danube, near the Hungarian citj 
of Prelburgh. While the operations of war 
were fufpended by the feverity of the weaiher^ 
the Quadi made an humble attempt to depr^ecate 
the wrath of their conqueror ; and, at the earneft 
perfuafion of Equitius, their ambafladors were 
introduced hito the Imperial council. They 
approached the throne with bended bodies, and 
dejected countenances ; and, without daring to 
complain of the murder of their king, they af- 
firmed, with folemn oaths, that the late invafioa 
was the crime of fome irregular robbers, which 
the public council of the nation condemned and x 

abhorred. The anfwer of the emperor left them 
but little to hope from his clemency or corn* 
paflion. He reviled, in the mod intemperate 
language, their bafenefs^ their ingratitude, their 
infoJence. — His eyes, his voice, his colour, his^ 
geftures, exprefled the violence of his ungovern- 
€d fury ; and, while his whole frame was agitated 
with convulfive paflion, a large blood-veffei fud- 
denly burft in his body; and Valentinian fell 
fpeechlefs into the arms of his attendants. Their 
pious care immediately concealed hi^ fiCuation 
from the crowd: but, in a few minutes, the 
emperor of the Weft expired in an agony of pain, ^nd ^eati, 
retaining. hi$ fenfes till the laftj and ftruggUng, j:^y^|^ 

without 
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without fuccefs, to declare his intentions to tlie 
generals and minifters, who furrounded the royal 
AD.37S- couch. Valentinian was about fifty-four years of 
**^*''^ * age; and he wanted only one hundred days to 
accomplifh the twelve years of his reign **** 
Yfc^^. The polygamy of Valentinian is ferioufly at* 
perort tcftcd by an eccleiiaftical hiftorian'". " The 
aDdvlim. ** emprefs Severa (I relate the fable) admitted 
^^* ** into her familiar fociety the lovely Juftina, 
<• the daughter of an Italian governor : her ad- 
^^ miration of thofe naked charms, which (he 
«* had often feen in the bath, was exprefTed with 
^ fuch lavifli and imprudent praife, that the 
^^ emperor was tempted to introduce a fecond 
^' wife into his bed ; and his public edid ex* 
•* tended to all the fubjefts of the empire, the 
•* fame domeftic privilege, which he had aflumed 
•' for himfelf." But we may be aflured, from 
the evidence of reafon, as well as hiftory, that the 
two marriages of Valentinian, with Severa, and 
with Juftina, were fucceffively contracted ; and 
that he ufed the ancient permiflion of divorce, 
which was flill allowed by the laws, though it 

>5^ Ser, on the death of Valentiniaiiy Ammianut (xxx^ 6.), Zo« 
fimus (I. iv. p. lit .)> Viflor (in Epitom.), Socrites (L iv. c. 31)1 
ardjeium (in Chron. p. 1S79 and toin. i. p. a6. ad HcUodor.). 
There is much variety of circumftancet among them \ ^and Aaibi- 
antis is fo eloquent, that he writes nonfenfe. 

>55 Socrates (]. iv. c 31 ) is the only original witnefs of thM 
fooliflt ftory, fo repugnant to the laws and manners of the RonanSf 
that it fcarcely dcfrrves the formal ^and elaborate diflerution ol M« 
Bonanrty (Mrni. dt i*Academiey torn. xxz. p. 394.*— 4O50- ^^' ^ 
Won! ' preferve the natnral circumftance of the bath } ioftead of fol* 
lowing Zoftmusi who reprefcnis Juftina 41 tn old wom«j), the wid0# 
ol Magnentioa. 
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was condemned by the church. Seyera was the ^ " ^ **• 
mother of Gratian^ who Teemed to unite every ^,>*- . ^w 
claim which could entitle him to the undoubted 
fucceffion of the Weftern empire. He was the 
eldeft fon of a monarch, whofe glorious reign had 
confirmed the free and honourable choice of his 
fellow-foldiers. Before he had attained the ninth 
year of his age, the royal youth received from 
the hands of his indulgent father the purple robe 
and diadem, with the title of Auguftus: the 
ele£Hon was folemnly ratified by the confent and 
applaufe of the armies of Gaul "^j and the name 
of Gratian was added to the names of Valentinian 
and Valens, in all the legal tranfadtions of the 
Roman government. By his marriage with the 
grand*daughter of Conftantine, the fon of Valen- 
tinian acquired all the hereditary rights of the 
Flavian family; which, in a feries of three Im« 
perial generations, were fanftified by time, reli- 
gion, and the reverence of the people. At the 
death of his father, the royal youth was in the 
feventeenth year of his age ; and his virtues al- 
ready, juftified the favourable opinion of the army 
and people. But Gratian refided, without ap« 
prehenflon, in the palace of Treves; whilft, at 
the diftance of many hundred miles, Valentinian 
fudde&Iy expired in the camp of Bregetio; Thel 
paffioDS, which had been fo long fupprefled by 
the prefence of a matter, immecfiately revived in 
the Imperial council; and the ambitious defign 

'f^ Ammianus (xxvii. 6.) defcribff the iWiB of thit militarf 
elcfttony and auptfi inveftiture. Valentinian does not appear to have 
cwAilvtd, or orefi iaformcdy the fenate of Rome. 

of 
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CHAP, of reigning in the name of an infant^ was artfully 
executed by Mellobaudes and Equitius, who 
commanded the attachment of the lUyrian and 
Italian bands. They contrived the moft honour- 
able pretences to remove the popular leaders, 
and the troops of Gaul, who might have aflerted 
the claims of the lawful fucceiTor : they fuggefted 
the neceflity of extingui(hing the hopes of foreign 
and domeftic enemies, by a bold and decifive 
meafure. The emprefs Juftina, who had been 
left in a palace about one hundred miles from 
Bregetio, was refpeftfully invited to appear in the 
camp, with the fgn of the deceafed emperor. 
On the fixth day after the death of Valentinian, 
the infant prince of the fame name, who was only 
four years old, was fhewn in the arms of his 
mother, to the legions; and folemnly invefted, 
by military acclamation, with the titles and en- 
figns of fupreme power. The impending dan- 
gers of a civil war were feafonably preveated by 
the wife and moderate condufb of the emperor 
Gratian. He cheerfully accepted the choice of 
the army; declared, that he ihould always con- 
fider the fon of Juftina as a brother, pot as a 
rival; and advifed the emprefs, with her fon 
Valentinian, to fix their refidence at Milan, in 
the fair and peaceful province of Italy ; while he 
aflumed the more arduous command of the coun- 
tries beyond the Alps. Gratian diifembled bis 
refentment till he. could fafely punifli, or dif- 
grace, the authors of the confpiracy ; and though 
he uniformly behaved with tendernefs and regard 
to his infant colleague, he gradually confounded, 

in 
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in the admiiuftration of the Weftern empire, the c h a p. 

• XXV 

office of a guardian with the authority of a fove- 
reign. The government of the Roman world 
was exercifed in the united names of Valens and 
his two nephews ; but the feeble emperor of the 
Eaft, w'ho fucceeded to the rank of his elder 
brother, never obtained any wei^t or influence 
in the councils of the Weft '^\ . 

^57 Avniaonty xxx* io. TMmnt, I. W. p. tM« **%• TtHe* 
inont hat proved (Hid. det Empcreurt, torn. ▼• p« 707— 70^.), that 
Gratitn rtiimd in Italy, Afrieay and Illyricam. I have endeavoured 
to expreft hit authority over hit brother*! dominioni^ as be ufed it, 
ia Ml amUguout llyk« 
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quakesy 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

Manners of the Pajioral Nations. — Pfogrefs of the 
Huns ^ from China to Europe. — Flight of the Goths. 
— They pafs the Danube. — Gothic War. — Defeat 
and Death of Valens. — Gratian invejis Theodofius 
with the Eajiern Empire.^-^His Character and 
Succefs.^-Peace and Settlement of the Goths, 



TN the fecond year of the reign of 
^ and Valeiis, on the mornine: of t 



Valentinian 
morning or the twenty- 
firft day of July, the greateft part of the Roman 
world was ihaken by a violent and deftructive 
earthquake. The imprefEon was communicated 
to the waters ; the (hores of the Mediterranean 
were left dry, by the fudden retreat of the fea ; 
great quantities of fi(h were caught with the hand ; 
large veflfels were ftranded on the mud ; and a 
curious fpeftator ' amufed his eye, or rather his 
fancy, by contemplating the various appearance 
of vallies and mountains, which had never, fmce 
the formation of the globe, been expofed to the 
fun. But the tide foon returned, with the weight 
of an immenfe and irrefiftible deluge, which was 
fcverely felt on the coafts of Sicily, of Dalmatian 
of Greece, and of Egypt : large boats were tranf* 
ported, and lodged on the roofs of houfes, or 

/ 

■ Such is the bad tade of i^mmianut (xxvi. 10. ), thatitisooC 
eafy to diftinguifli his fafts from h s metaphors. Yet be pofitirely 
sfHrms, that he faw the rotten carcaie of a (hip, ad Jecuadum lafi»i 
at Methojie, or Modon, in Pcloponnefus. 
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at the diftance of two miles from the fliorc ; the ^ ^x vi*"' 
people, with their habitations^ were fwept a>^>ay ^.i^v^w 
by the waters; and the city of Alexandria an- 
nually commemorated the fetal day, on which 
fifty thoufand perfons had lofl: their lives in the 
inundation. ' This calamity, the report of which 
was magnified from one province to another, 
aftonifhed and terrified the fubjefts of Rome; 
and their affrighted imagination enlarged the 
real extent of a momentary evil. They .recol- 
leSed the preceding earthquakes, which had fub- 
verted the cities of Paleftine and Bithynia : they 
confidered thefe alarming ftrokes as the prelude 
only of ftill more dreadful calamities, and their 
fearful vanity was difpofed to confound the fymp- 
toms of a declining empire, and a finking world*. 
It was the fafliion of the times, to attribute 
every remarkable event to the particular will of 
the Deity ; the alteraticrfts of nature were con- 
neded, by an invifible chain, with the moral and 
metaphyfical opinions of the human mind; and 
the mod fagacious divines could diftinguifli, 
according to the colour of their refpedttve pre- 
judices, that the eftablifhment of herefy tended 
to produce an earthquake ; or that a deluge was 

» The earthquakes and inuodttions are varioofly dcfcribed by 
Libanius (Drat, de ulcifcenda Juliani nece, ex. in Fabricius, Bibl. 
Gpflec, torn. vii. p. 158. with a learned note of Olearios), Zofimus . 
(I. ir. p. izi.)f Sozomcn (I. vi, c. ».)> Cedrenus (p. 310. 3i4.)f 
and Jerom (in Chron. p. 186. and tom.i. p. 150. in VitrHilarion,}. 
Epidaurus muft have been overwhelmed* had not the prudent citi- 
zens placed St. Hilarion, an Egyptian monk, on the beach. He 
made the Hgn of the crofs ; the mountain wave ftopped, bowed j 
and returned. 
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the. incvhiible confequenc^ of the progfds of fifi 
and error. Without prefufning to difcuft the 
truth or propriety of thefe lofty fpeculalions, the 
hiftorian may content himfelf with an obferva- 
tion, tvhich feems to be jollified by experience, 
ihat man has much more to fear from the paf- 
fions of his fellow-creatures, than from the con- 
vulfions of the elements '. The mifchievoos 
efie£ks of an earthquake^ or deluge, a hurricane, 
or the eruption of a volcano, bear a very incon- 
fiderabte proportion to the ordinary calamities of 
war; as they are now moderated, by the prodence 
or humanity of the princes of Europe, who amufe 
their own ieifure, and exercife the courage of 
their fubjefts, in the praftice of the military art. 
But the, laws and manners of modem nations 
prote^l the fafety and freedom of the vanquifiied 
foldier ; and the peaceful citizen has feldom rea- 
fon to complain, that bis Itfe, or even his fortune, 
is expofed to the rage of war. In the difaftrous 
period of the fall of the Roman empire, which 
may juftly be dated from the reign of Valens, the 
happinefs and fccurity of each individual were 
perfonally attacked j and the arts and labours of 
ages were rudely defaced by the Barbarians of 
The Huns Scythia and Germany. The invafion of the 
A^v^'sjl'. ^^^^^ precipitated on the provinces of the Weft 
the Gothic nation, which advanced, in lefs thas 
forty years, from the Danube to the Atlantic, 
and opened a way, by the fuccefs of their arms, 

J Dicaearchus, the Peripatetic, compoftd a formal treatife, lo prore 
this obvious truth ; which is liot the moll honouiable to the human 
fpccics (Cicero, de Officiis, i'». s-)- 
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to the inroads of fo many hoftile tribes, more fa- c h a p. 

XXVf 

vage than themfelves. The original principle ^-— w^w 
of motion was concealed in the demote countries 
of the North ; and the curious obfervation of the 
paftoral life of the Scythians % or Tartars % 
will illuftrate the latent caufe of thefe deftrudive 
emigraticms. 

The different charaders that mark the civilized The pailo- 
nations of the globe, may be afcribed to the ufe,i "^rs^Tthc 
and the abufe, of reafon ; which fo varioufly Scythians, 
ihapes, and fo artificially comppfes, the manners 
and opinions of an European, or a Chinefe. 
But the operation of inftin£l is more fure and 
fimple than that of reafon : it is much eafier to 
afcertain the appetites of a quadruped, than the 
fpeculations of a philofopher ; and the favage 
tribes of mankind, as they approach nearer to 
the condition of animals, preferve a ftronger 
refemblance to themfelves and to each other- 
The uniform (lability of their manners is the 
natural confequence of the imperfcftion of their 
faculties. Reduced to a fimilar fituation, their 

4 Tlie ongtiial ScythiaDS of , Herodotus (1. iv. c. 47— -57. 99-* 
jOt.) were conHncd by the Danube and the Palus N^xotis, within 
a fquare of 4000 ftadia (400 Roixian miles). Seed'Aovilie (Mem. de 
r Academic, torn. xxxv. p. 573 — 591. )• Diodorus Siculus (torn. i. 
]. ii. p. 155. edit. WclTeling) has marked the gradual progrefs of the 
nams and nation. 

5 The Tatars, or TartarSj were a primitive trihe* the rivals, and 
at length the iubjefls, of the Moguls. In the victorious armies of 
Zinghis Khan> and his ruccefTors, the Tartars formed the vanguard} 
and the name, whicii diH reached the ears of foreigners, was applied 
to'the whole nation (Freret, in the Hili. de PAcademie, torn, xviii. 
p. 60.). In fpeaking of all, or any, of the northern flivpherds of 
Fnropr^ or Afiiy I indiffeiently ufe the appellations of Seytbians, or 
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CHAP. xvantS) their defires, their enjoyments, ftiU cpn- 
' ; tinue the fame : and the influence of food or 
climate, which, in a more improved ftate of 
fociety, is fufpended, or fubdued, by (o many 
moral caufes, mod powerfully contributes to form^ 
and to maintain, the national charader of Bar- 
barians. In every age, the immenfe plains of 
Scythia, or Tartary, have been inhabited by 
vagrant tribes of hunters and ihepherds, whofe 
indolence refufes to cultivate the earth, and 
whofe reftlefs fpirit difdains the confinement of a 
fedentary life* In every age, the Scythians, and 
Tartars, have been renowned for their invincible 
courage, and rapid conquefts. The thrones of 
Afia have been repeatedly overturned by the 
ihepherds of the North; and their arms have 
fpread terror and devaftation over the mod fer- 
tile and warlike countries of Europe ^ On this 
occaiion, as well as on many others, the fober 
hiftorian is forcibly awakened from a pleafing 
vifion; and is compelled, with fome reludanccgi 
to confefs, that the paftoral manners, which have 
been adorned with the feireft attributes of peace 
and innocence, are much better adapted to the 
fierce and cruel habits of a military life. To 
illuflrate this obfervation, I (hall now proceed to 
confider a nation of Ihepherds and of warriors, 

* Imperimn Afi« ur quapiivere: ip(\ perpetao ab alicno Inperio, 
aot intafii, aut invifli^ manfere. Since the time of Juftin (ii. %,)^ 
they have maltiplied this account. Voltaire, in a few words (torn, x, 
p. 64. Hift. Gentrale, c. 1 56.}* has abridged the Taiur conqucfts. 
Oft o*er the trembling nations from afar^ 
V^t Scythia breath*d the living cloud of war* 
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in the' three important articles of, L TTieir diet ; chap. 
11. Their habitations; and. III. Their exercifes. ^^>^^'^ 
The narratives of antiquity are juftified by the 
experience of modern time$'; and the banks of 
the Boryfthenes, of the Volga, or of the Selinga, 
will indifferently prefent the fame uniform fpec- 
tacle of fimilar and native manners '. 

L The com, or even the rice, which confti- Diet, 
tutes the ordinary and wholefome food of a civil- 
ifed people, can be obtained only by the patient 
toil of the hufbandman. Some of the happy 
favages, who dwell between the tropics, are 
plentifully nouriihed by the liberality of nature; « 
but in the climates of the North, a nation of 
fbepherds is reduced to their flocks and herds. 
The ikilful praditioners of the medical art will 
determine (if they are able to determine) how 
far the temper of the human mind may be affeded 
by the ufe of animal, or of vegetable, food ; and 
whether the common aflbciation of carnivorous 
and cruel, deferves to be confidered in any 

7 The fourth book of Herodotus affords a curious, though itii'* 
{Krfe^t, portrait of the Scythians. Among the moderns, who de- , 
fcribe the uniform fcent, the Khan of Khowarefmy Abulghazi Ba- 
hadur, exprefles his native feelings $ and his Genealogical Hiftory of 
i^t Tatars has been copioufly illuftrated by the French and Englifh 
editors. Carpin, Afcelin, and Kubruquis (in the Hift. des Voyages, 
torn, vii.), reprefent the Moguls of the fourteenth century. To 
thefe guides I have added Get billon, and the other jefuics (Oefcrtp- 
tion de la Chine, par du Halde, torn, iv.), who accurately furveyed 
the Chinefe Tartary j and that boneft and intelligent traveller, Bell, 
of Antermony (two volumes in 4to. GlaCgow, 1763.). 

* The Uzbecks are the moft altered from their primitive manners j 
!• by the profeflion of the Mahometan religion; and, a. by the 
|K>(re(fion of the citiei and harveftt of the great Bncbaria. 
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CHAP, other ttght than that of aa imiocefity perfaafis a 



XXVI 



falutary, prejudice of humanity ^ Yet if k be 
true, diat the fentimeBi of coflfipaffiaa it imper- 
eeptibly weakened by the fight and pra£lke of 
domeftic cruelty, we may obfevve that the hor- 
rid obje&s which are dUguiftd by the arts of 
European refinement, are exhibited in their naked 
and moft difgufting fimplicity, in the teiif of a 
Tartarian fhepherd. The ox, or the fheep, are 
flaughtered by the iame hand from which they 
were accuftomed to receive their daily food ; amd 
the bleeding limbs are ferved, with very little 
preparation, on the table of their unfieelii^ mur- 
derer. In the military profeffion, and cfpccially 
in the condud of a numerous army, the exclufive 
ufe of animal food appears to be prodndhe of 
the moft folid advantages. Com is a bolky and 
perifliable commodity ( and the htrge magazines, 
which are indifpenfably neceflary for the fubllft- 
ence of our troops, muft be ilowly tranfported by 
the labour of men, or horfes. But the flocks 
and herds, which accompany the march of the 
Tartars, afford a fure and increafing fupply of 
fleih and milk: in the far greater part of the 
uncultivated wafte, the vegetation of the grafs is 
quick and luxuriant} and there are few places 

9 II eft certain que les grandt mangeun de viande font en general 
cnMlt et ferocet plus que les autrct homroea, Cetie obfervadon 
eft de touts les lieus, et de touts les umsi la barbeie Angloile eft 
^onnue, &c. Emile de Rouffeau, torn. i. p. 174.. Whatever we 
may think of the general ob{ervatioo» we ihall not eafily allow the 
truth of his example* The goodniatured coaplainU of Plutarch^ 
and the pathetic lanentatioas i Ovid, Muoe our rcafos, by excttiag 
•ur feniibility. 
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So extremely barren, that the hardy cattle of the ^ h a p. 

XXVI* 

North cannot find fome tolerable pafture. The 
fopply is multiplied and prolonged, by the un« 
diftioguifliing appetite, and patient abftinence, 
of the Tartars. They indifferently feed on the 
fle(h of thofe animals that have been killed for 
the table^ or have died of di&afe* Horfe-flefli, 
which in every age and country has been pro- 
Icribed by the civiiifed nations of Europe and 
Afia, they devour with peculiar greedinefs; and 
this lingular tafte facilitates the fuccefs of their 
military operations. The active cavalry of Scy- 
thia is always followed, in their moft diftant and 
rapid incurfions, by an adequate number of fpare 
horfes, who may be occafionally ufed, either to 
redouble the fpeed, or to fati&fy the hunger, of 
the Barbarians. Many are the refources of cou- 
rage and poverty. When the forage round a 
camp of Tartars is almoft confumed, they flaugh- 
ter the greateft part of their cattle, and preferve 
the fiefh, either fmoked, or dried in the fun. 
On the fudden emergency of a hafty march, they 
provide themfelves with a fufficient quantity of 
little balls of cheefe, or rather of hard curd, 
which they occafionally diflfolve in water ; and 
this unfubftantial diet will fupport, for many 
days, the life, and even the fpirits, of the patient 
warrior. But this extraordinary abdinence, 
which the Stoic would approve, and the hermit 
. might envy, is commonly fucceeded by the mod: 
voracious indulgence of appetite. The wines of 
^ happer climate are the moft grateful prefent, 

or 



Digitized by VjO.OQIC 



34* 



CHAP. 
XXVI. 



HalHta- 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 

or the moft valuable commodity, that can be 
offered to the Tartars } and the only example of 
their induftry feems to confift in the art of ex- 
tradUng from mare's milk a fermented liquor, 
which poflfefles a very ftrong power of intoxica*» 
tion* Like the animals of prey, the favages, 
both of the old and new world, experience the 
alternate viciilitudes of famine and plenty; and 
their ftomach is inured to fuftain, without much 
inconvenience, the oppofite extremes of hunger 
and of intemperance. 

IL In the ages of ruftic and martial fimplicity, 
a people of foldiers and hufbandmeii are difperfed 
over the face of an extenfive and cultivated 
country; and fome time mud elapfe before the 
warlike youth of Greece or Italy could be aflem- 
bled under the fame ftandard, ' either to defend 
their own confines, or to invade the territories of 
the adjacent tribes. The progrefs of manufac- 
tures and commerce infenftbly colleds a large 
multitude within the walls of a city: but thefe 
citizens are no longer foldiers ; and the arts which 
adorn and improve the ftate of civil fociety, cor- 
rupt the habits of the military life. The pailo- 
ral manners of the Scythians feem to unite the 
different advantages of fimplicity and refinement. 
The individuals of the fame tribe are conftantly 
affembled, but they are affembled in a camp; 
and the native fpirit of thefe dauntlefs fhepherds 
b animated by mutual fupport and emulation. 
The houfes of the Tartars are no more than fmall 
tents, q[ an oval form, which afford a cold and 
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dirty habitation, for the promifcuous youth of c h a p^ 
both fezes. The palaces of the rich confifl of 
wooden huts, of fuch a iize that they may be 
conveniently fixed on large waggons, and drawn 
by a team perhaps of twenty or thirty oxen« 
The flocks and herds, after grazing all day in the 
adjacent paftures, retire, on the approach of 
night, within the protection of the camp. The 
neceiBty of preventing the mod mifchievous con« 
fufion, in fuch a perpetual concourfe of men and 
animals, mufl: gradually introduce, in the diftri- 
bution, the order, and the ^ard, of the encamp* 
ment, the rudiments of the military art. As foon 
as the forage of a certain diflridt i$ confumed, 
the tribe, or rather army, of fhepherds, makes* 
a regular march to fome frefli paftures ; and thus 
acquires, in the ordinary occupations of the paC. 
toral life, the practical knowledge of one of the 
moft important and difficult operations of war* 
The choice of ftations is regulated by the differ- 
ence of the feafons : in the fummer, the Tartars 
advance towards the North, and pitch their tents 
on the banks of a , river, or, at leaft, in the 
neighbourhood of a running ftream. But in the 
winter, they return to the South, and fhelter their 
camp, behind fome convenient eminence, againft 
the winds, which are chilled in their paiTslge over 
the bleak and icy regions of Siberia. Thefe 
manners are admirably adapted to' diffufe, among 
the wandering tribes, the fpirit of emigration and 
conqueft. The connection between the people 
«^4 th^ir territory is of fo frail a texture, that it 
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CHAP, may be broken by the llighteft accident. The 
camp, and not the foil, is the native country of 
the genuine Tartar. Within the precinfb of that 
camp, his femily, his companions, hts property 
are always included; and in the mod diftant 
marches, he is ftiU furrounded by the objeds 
which are dear, or valuable, or familiar in his 
eyes. The third of rapine, the fear, or the re- 
fentment of injury, the impatience of fervitude, 
have, in every age, been fufficient caufes to urge 
the tribes of Scythia boldly to advance into fome 
unknown countries, where they might hope to 
find a more plentiful fubiiftence, or a lefs form- 
idable enemy. The revolutions of the North 
have frequently determined the hta of the South ; 
and in the conflid: of hoftile nations, the vidor 
and the vanquifhed have alternately drove, and 
been driven, from the confines of China to thoie 
of Germany**. Thefe great emigrations, which 
have been fometimes executed with almofl incre- 
dible diligence, were rendered more eafy by the 
peculiar nature of the climate. It is well known, 
that the cold of Tartary is much more fevere 
than in the midft of the temperate zone might 
reafonably be expeftcd: this uncommon rigour 
is attributed to the height of the plains, which 
rife, efpecially towards the Eaft, more than half 
a mile above the level of the fea ; and to the 
quantity of faltpetre, with which the foil is deeply 

*^ Thefe Tartar emiginftont have been difcovered by M* dc 
Gatgnes (Hiftoire dcs Hunt, torn, i, ii.), a.fkilful and laborious 
tnterpreter of the Chtnefe language; who has thus laid open new 
aad important fccncs ia ibe hiftory of mankind. 
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impregnated ". In the winter-feafon, the broad c^h a^ p. 
and rapid rivers, that difcharge their waters into ^^■*-tf-— ^ 
the Euxine, the Cafptan, or the Icy Sea, are 
ftrongly frozen ; the fields are covered with a bed 
of ihow ; and the fugitive, or vidorious, tribes 
may fecurely traverfe, with their families, their 
waggons, and their cattle, the fmooth and hard 
furface of an immenfe plain. 

III. The paitoral life, compared with the la« Exercifes. 
hours of agriculture and manuiadures, is uo* 
doubtedly a life of idlenefs; alid as the moft 
honourable Ihepherds of the Tartar race devolve 
on their captives the domeftic management of the 
cattle^ their own leifure is feldom difturbed by 
any fervile and ailiduous cares. But this leifure, 
inftead of being devoted to the foft enjoyments 
of love and harmony, is ufefuUy fpent in the vio- 
lent 2ind fanguinary exercife of the chace. The 
plains of Tartary are filled with a ftrong and fer« 
viceable breed ofJiorfes, which are eafily trained 
for the purpofes of war and hunting. The Scy* 
thians of every age have been celebrated as bold 
and ikilful riders 2 and conftant pradice had 
feated them fo firmly on horfeback, that they 
were fuppofed by ftrangers to perform the ordi- 
nary duties of civil life, Jto eat, to drink, and 
.eyen to fleep, without difmounting from their 

■* A plain in the Chinefc Tartary, only eighty leagues frona the 
great wall, was found by the RiifYionaries to be three thoufand geo- 
metrical paces above the level of fhe fi^a. Montefquieu, v»ho has 
ufeJy and abufcd, the relations of travellers, deduces the rcvolu* 
tions of Afia from this important circumdance, that heat and coli# 
weakncfs and tliength, touch each other without any temperate zone 
(Efprit des Loix, 1. xyii. c. 3.}* 

fleeds* 



Digitized by 



Google 



^Jtt THE DECLmE AND FALL 

^ \^i^' ^^^?* '^'^^y ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ dexterous management 
of the lance ; the long Tartar bow is drawn with 
a nervous arm ; and the weighty arrow is dire£l:« 
ed to its objed with unerring aim, and irrefift- 
ible force. Thefe arrows are often pointed againft 
the harmlefs animals of the defert, which increafe 
and multiply in the abfence of their moft formid- 
able enemy } the hare, the goat, the roebuck, 
the fallow-deer, the ftag, the elk, and the ante- 
lope. The vigour and patience both of the men 
and horfes are continually exercifed by the fa- 
tigues of the chace; and the plentiful fupply of 
game contributes to the fubiiftence, and even 
luxury, of a Tartar camp. But the exploits of 
the hunters of Scyihia are not confined to the 
deftrudion of timid or innocuous beads; they 
boldly encounter the angry wild-boar, when he 
turns againfl: his purfuers, excite the fluggifli 
courage of the bear, and provoke- the fury of the 
tyger, as he flumbers in the thicket. Where 
there is danger, there may be glory: and the 
mode of hunting, which opens the faireft field 
to the exertions of valour, may juflly be con- 
fidered as the image, and as the fchool, of war. 
The general hunting-matches, the pride and 
delight of the Tartar princes, compofe an in- 
flruftive exercife for their numerous cavalry. 
A circle is drawn, of many miles in circumfe- 
rence, to encompafs the game of an extenfive 
diftrid; and the troops that form the circle re- 
gularly advance towards a common centre; 
where the captive animals, furrounded on every 
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fide, are abandoned to the darts of the hunters, c h a r. 
In this march, which frequently continues many w w'W 
days, the cavalry are obliged to climb the hills, 
to fwim the rivers, and to wind through the val- 
lies, without interrupting the prefcribed order 
of their gradual progrefs. They acquire the 
habit of directing their eye, . and their fteps, to a 
remote objeft ; of preferving their intervals ; of 
fufpending, or accelerating, their pace, according 
to the motions of the troops on their right and 
left; and of watching and repeating the fignals 
of their leaders. Their leaders ftudy, in this 
practical fchool, the mod important leflbn of the 
military . art J the prompt and accurate judgment 
of ground, of diftance, and of time. To employ 
againft a human enemy the fame patience and 
valour, the lame Ikill and difcipline, is the only 
alteration which is required in j-eal war ; and the 
amufements of the chace ferve as a prelude to the 
conqueft of an empire '*. 

The political fociety of the ancient Germans Govern, 
has the appearance of a voluntary alliance of in- "**"*• 
dependent' warriors. The tribes of Scythia, dif- 
tinguifhed by the modern appellation of Hords^ 
affume the form of a numerous and increafing 
family J which, in the courfe of fucceffive gene- 

>» Petit dc la Croix (Vie de Gengifcan, 1. iii. c. 7.) reprerentt 
the full glory and extent of ihc Mogul chace. The Jcfuits Gef- 
billon and Vrrbieft followed the emperor K.ainhi when he bunted in 
Tartary (Duhaldey Defcription de la Chine, torn. iv. p. Si. 190, &c. 
foHcedit.}. Hi$ grandfon, Kienlong, who unites the Tartar dif- 
cipline with the laws and learning of China, defcribes (Eioge de 
Moukden, p. 173— sS 5.}, as a poet, the pleafures which be bad often 
enjoyed, at a fportfoiaD* 

13 . rations. 
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^JULvi^' rations, has been propagated from the fame om 
ginal. flock. The meaneft, and moft ignorant, 
of the Tartats, preferve, with confcious pride, 
the ineftimable treafure of their genealogy; and 
whatever di(Un£tions of rank may h^ve been in- 
troduced, by the unequal diftribution of paftoral 
wealth, they mutually refpeft themfelves, and 
each other, as the defcendants of the firft founder 
of the tribe. The cuftom, which ftill prevails, 
of adopting the bravefl and mod faithful of the 
captives, may countenance the very probable 
fufpicion, that this eztenfive confanguinity is, in 
a great meafure, legal and fictitious. But the 
ufeful prejudice, which has obtained the fandtion 
of time and opinion, produces the effefls of 
truth J the haughty barbarians yield a cheerful 
and voluntary obedience to the head of their 
blood ; and their chief, or murfa^ as the repre- 
fentative of their great father, exercifes the au- 
thority of a judge, in peace, and of a leader, in 
war. In the original flate of the paftoral world, 
each of the murfas (if we may continue to ufe a 
modern appellation) a^ed as the independent 
chief of a, large and feparate family j .and the 
limits of their peculiar territories were gradually 
fixed, by fuperior force, or mutual confent. But 
the conftant operation of various and permanent 
fcaufcs contributed to unite the vagrant Hords 
into national communities, under the command 
of a fupreme head. The weak were defirous of 
fupport, and the (Irong were ambitious of domi- 
nion; the power, which is the refult of union, 
oppreiTeil and colleded the divided forces of the 
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adjacent tribes ; and, as the vanquUhed were freely 
admitted to fhare the advantages of vi£lory, the 
xnofl valiant chiefs haftened to range themfelves, 
and their followers, under the formidable ftandard 
of a confederate nation. The moft fuccefsful of 
the Tartar princes aflfumed the military command^ 
to which he was entitled by the fuperiority, either 
of merit, or of power. He was raifed to the throne 
by the acclamations of his equals ; and the title of 
JCban expreffes, in the language of the North of Aiia^ 
the full extent of the regal dignity. The right of 
hereditary fucceflion was long confined to the blood 
cf the founder of the monarchy ; and at this 
moment all the Khans, who reign from Crimea to 
the wall of China, are the lineal defcendants of 
the renowned Zingis'\ But, as it is the indif- 
penfable duty of a Tartar fovereign to lead his 
warlike fubjedts into the field, the claims of an 
infant are often difregarded ; and fome royal 
kinfman, diftinguiflied by his age and valour, 
is entrufted with the fword and fceptre of his 
predeceflbr. Two diflind and regular taxes are 
levied on the tribes, to fupport the dignity of 
their national monarch, and of their peculiar 
chief; and each of thofe contributions amounts 

If Se« the fecond ▼olume of the Genealogical Hiftory of the Tar« 
tkr% : and ihe lift of the Kbant , at the end of the life of Gengit, 
or Zingis* Under the reign of Timur, or T^tnerlaney one of hia 
fubjeAa, a defcendant of Zingis, flill bore the regal appellation of 
Khan } and the conqueror of A Ha contented himfelf with the title 
of Eroify or Sultan. Abalgbazi> part Y* c. 4. D^Herbelot, Biblio^ 
tfacque Ortentale, p. SyS. 
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to the tythe, both of their property, and of their 
fpoiL A Tartar fovereign enjoys the tenth part 
of the weaUh of his people ; and as his own do- 
medic riches of flocks and herds increafe in a 
much larger proportion, he is able plentifully to 
maintain the ruftic fplendour of his court, to re- 
ward the moft deferving, or the mod favoured, 
of his followers, and to obtain, from the gentle 
influence of corruption, the obedience which 
might be fometimes refufed to the ftern man- 
dates of authority. The manners of his fubjects, 
accuftomed, like himfelf, to blood and rapine, 
might excufe, in their eyes, fuch partial ads of 
tyranny, as would excite the horror of a civilized 
people ; but the power of a defpot has never been 
acknowledged in the deferts of Scythia. The 
immediate jurifdif\ion of the Khan is confined 
within the limits of his own tribe ; and the exer- 
cifc of his royal prerogative has been moderated 
by Iho ancient inftitution of a national council. 
The Coroultai '*, or Diet, of the Tartars, was 
rc;^ulaily held in the fpring and autumn, in the 
uiidll of a plain ; where the princes of the reign- 
ing fcimily, and the murfas of the refpeftive tribes, 
may conveniently aflemble on horfeback, with 
their martial and numerous trains j and the am- 
bitious monarch, who reviewed the flrength, muft 
confuk the inclination, of an armed people. The 

H See ihc Diets of ibe ancif nt Hum (de Guignet, torn. ii. p. 46. )> 
:%iul a curious defcripcion of tliofe oH Zingis (Vie cle Ocngifcan, 
1. i. c. 6. 1. iv. c. tr.). SucK aircm bites atv fequemly meocioncd in 
ilic Periiao hiftory of Timtir 5 thoiigli xUty ferved only to counte- 
nance the refoluiions of their mafter. 
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rudiments of a feudal government may be dif- ^j^^,*** 
covered in the conftitution of the Scythian or v— sr-^l^, 
Tartar nations; but the perpetual confiift of 
thefe hoftile nations has fometimes terminated in 
the eftablifliment of a powerful and defpotic em* 
pire. The vidlor, enriched by the tribute, and 
fortified by the arms, of dependent kings, has 
fpread his conquefts over Europe or Afia : the fuc- 
cefsful fliepherds of the North have fubmitted to 
the confinement of arts, of laws, and of cities } and 
the introdu£lion of luxury, after deftroying the 
freedom of the people, has undermined the found- 
ations of the throne *'. 

The memory of pafl: events cannot long be Situition 
preferved, in the frequent and remote emigra« "f^srihia 
tions of illiterate Barbarians. The modern Tar- orTanary! 
tars are ignorant of the conquefts of their an- 
ceftors '^ ; and our knowledge of the hiftory of 
the Scythians is derived from their intercourfe 
with the learned and civilized nations of the 
South, the Greeks, the Perfians, and the Chi- 
nefe. The Greeks, who navigated the Euxine, 
and planted their colonies along the fea-coaft, 
made the gradual and ' imperfect difcovery of 
Scythia; from the Danube, and the confines of 
Thrace, as far as the frozen Maeotis, the feat of 

■5 Montefquieu labours to explain a difference, whidi has not 
txi&ti, between the liberty of the Arabs, ami the perpetual (la- 
very of the Tartars (EfpritUes Loix^ 1. xvii. c. j* J. xviii. c. 19, 

>* Abulghaci Khan, in the two firft parts of his genealogical 
Hiftoryy relates the aitferable fables and tradinons of the Uzbek Tar- 
tars concerning the timet which preceded the re'»gn of Zingis. 
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^»^i^' ^^^ winter, and Mount Caucafus, which, in 
the language of poetry, was defcribed as the atmoft 
boundary of the earth. They celebrated, with 
fimple credulity, the virtues of the pafloral life ": 
they entertained a more rational apprehenfion of 
the ftrength and numbers of the warlike Barba* 
rians '', who contemp:uoufly baffled the immenfe 
armament of Darius, the fon of Hyftafpes *•• The 
Perfian monarchs had extended their wel]lern con* 
quefls to the banks of the Danube, and the litnits 
of European Scythia, The eaftern provinces of 
their empire were expofed to the Scythians of 
Afia ; the wild inhabitants of the plains beyond the 
Oxus and the Jaxartes, two mighty rivers, which 
dire£l their courfe towards the Cafpian Sea* The 
long and memorable quarrel of Iran and Touran is 
dill the theme of hiftory or romance : the famouSt 
perhaps the fabulous, valour of the Perfian heroes, 
Ruftan and Asfendiar, was fignaltzed, in the de- 
fence of their country againft the Afrafiabs of 
the North ^ ; and the invincible fpirit of the fame 

*7 In the thirteenth book of the Iltad, Jupiter turns aw&y his eyer 
from (he bloody fields of Troy» to the plains of Thotce and Scytbia. 
He woald not, by changing the profpe^l, behold a more peaceful or 
innocent fcene, 

IS Thucydidcs, 1. ii. c. 97. 

>9 Sec the fourth book of Htrodotut. When Darius adrnnced 
into the Moldavian defert, between the Danube and the Niedcr, the 
king of the Scythians Pent him a mouft, a frog» a bird, and £▼€ ar- 
rows i a treroemtous allegory ! 

^ Thefe wars and heroes may be found under their refpedive 
iitln, in the Bibliotheque Orientale of d*Herbelot. They have been 
celebrated in an epic poem of (ixty thou(and rhymed cooplets, by 
FerduG, the Homer of Perfia. Sec tlie Hiftory of Nader Sbawg 
p. 145, 165. The public muft lamentj that Mr. Jones baa fa£- 
pended the purfuit of Oriental learning. 
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Barbarians refifted, on the fame ground, the vie- ^ " * p. 
torious arms of Cyrus and Alexander **• In the 
eyes of the Greeks and Perfians, the real geo- 
graphy of Scythia was bounded, on the Eaft, by 
the mountains of Imaus, or Caf ; and their diftant 
profpeft of the extreme and inacceffible parts of 
Afia was clouded by ignorance, or perplexed by 
fi£iion. But thofe inacceffible regions are the 
ancient refidence of a powerful and civilized na- 
tion**, which afcends, by a probable tradition, 
above forty centuries *' ; and which is able to 
veriiy a feries of near two thouFand years, by the 
perpetual teftimony of accurate and contempo- 
• 

** Tbe Cafpian Tea, with its rivers, and adjacent tribes, are labo*. 
rioufly iUuilrated in the Ezamen Critiqoe des Hiftoriens d*Ale«» 
aodre, which compares the true geography, and the errors produced 
bj the vanity or ignorance of the Greeks. 

** The original feat of the nation appeara to have bcea in the*" 
North-weft of China^ in the pcovinces of Cheafi and (;hanfi. Under 
the two firft dynafties, the principal town was ft ill a moveable 
camp; the villages were thinly fcatteied } more land was employed 
in patture than in tillage ; the cxcrdfc of hunting was ordained to 
clear the country from wild hcafts ; Petcheli (where Fekin ftaods) 
was a defert ; and the fouthem provinces were peopled with Indian 
ravages. The dynafty of the Bmm (before Chrift ao6.J gave the em- 
pire its aAual form and extent. 

>} The sern of the Chinefe monarchy has teen varioofly fixed, 
from 1951 to izjx years before Chrift ; and the year 1637 ^** ^^^ 
chofen for the lawful epoch, by the authority of the prefent empe. 
xor. The difference arifes from the unccruin duration of the two 
iirft dynaftiesj and the vacant fpace that lies beyond them, as far at 
the real, or fabulous, times of Fohi, or Hoangti. Sematfien dates 
his authentic chronology from the year S41 ; the thirty-fix edipfet 
of Confucius (thirty-one of which have been verified) were obfervcd 
between the years 7aa and 480 before Chiift. The IjfiincMl ftM oi 
China does not nfcend above the Greek Olympiads* 
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^SA^' rary hiftorians^ The annals of China** illuf- 
trate the ftate and revolutions of the paftoral 
tribes^ which may ftill be diftinguiflied by the 
vague appellation of Scythians, or Tartars; the 
vaiTals, the enemies, and fometimes the con- 
querors, of a great empire; whofe policy has 
uniformly oppofed the blind and impetuous va- 
lour of the Barbarians of the North. From the 
mouth of the Danube to the fea of Japan, the 
whole longitude of Scythia is about one hundred 
and ten degrees, which, in that parallel, arc 
equal to more than five thoufand miles. The 
latitude of thefe extenfive dcferts cannot be fo 
cafily, or fo accurately, meafured; but. from 
the fortieth degree, which touches the wall of 
China, we may fecurely advance above a thou* 

M After feveral agft of anarchy and defpotifm, the dynaftjr of 
tht Han (before Chrid 206.) was the xm of the revival of learning. 
The fragments of ancient iiteratore were reftored^ the characters 
were improved and fixt^i and the future prefervation of books wat 
fecured by the tifeful inventions of ink, paper, and the art of print- 
ing. Ninety- feven years before Chrtft, Sematfien publilbed the fir ft 
hUlory of China. His labours were illuitrated, and coRtinoed, by 
a feries of one hundrrd and eighty hiOorians. The fubftance of their 
works is ftfll extant ; and the moft confiderable of them are now 
depofited in the king of France's library. 

^5 China has been illuftratcd by the labours of the French $ of 
the midionaries at Pekin, and Meflrs. Freret and de Gnigiies at 
Paris. The fubftance of the three preceding notes is extrafled from 
The Ciou king, with the preface and notes of M. de Goignes, Paris^ 
1770* The Tottg-Kun-Kang^MeUf tranflated by the P. de Mailla, un- 
der the name of Hift. Generale de la Chine, torn. 1. p, xHx— cc. | 
the Memoires fur la Chine, Paris, 1776, &c. torn. i. p. 1— '31J. 
torn. ii. p. 5—3645 the Hiftoire des Hans, torn. i. p. 1— 1^1. 
torn. V. \x, 345-*36a.) and the Mcmoires de PAeademie des In- 
fcrtptions, torn. x. pt 377—401. torn. xv. p. 495*-564. tom.xviit. 
p. ij^^x^s, torn. xxxtL. p. i<)4*»s^S. 
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fatid miles to the northward, till our progrefs is ^ Jty, **'^ 
flopped by the exceffive cold of Siberia. In that ^^— /— -.^ 
dreary climate, inftead of the animated picture of 
a Tartar camp, the fmoke which iffues from the 
earth, or rather fro^n the fnow, betrays the fub- 
terraneous dwellings of the Tongoufes, and the 
Samoiedes: the want of horfes and oxen is im- 
perfeftly fupplied by the ufe of rein -deer, and of 
large dogs ; and the conquerors of the earth in- 
fenfibly degenerate into a race of deformed and 
diminutive favages, who tremble at the found of 



arms *\ 



The Huns, who under the reign of Valens Orig^ruii 
threatened the empire of Rome, had been for- ^^^'^^ 
inidaMe, in a much earlier period, to the empire 
of China *'. Their ancient, perhaps their origi- 
nal, feat, was an extenfive, though dry and bar- 
ren, traft of .country, immediately on the north 
fide of the great wall. Their place is at prefcnt 
occupied by the forty-nine Herds or Banners of 
the Mongous, a paftoral nation, which confifts of 
about two hundred thoufand families *'. But the 
valour of the Huns had extended the narrow limits 
of their dominions; and their ruftk chiefs, who Tiieircon- 
aflKimed the appellation of Tanjoii^ gradually be-' ^"yj^'ia? 
came the conquerors, and the fovereignsy of » 

<^ See the Hiftoire Generale Jet Voyages, torn, xtiii. and the i 
Genealogical Hillory, vol. ii. p. 610 — 664* ^' 

^7 M. des Guignes (torn. ii. f . ]~-is4.) has. given the originsilr^ T 
biAory of the ancient Hiong-nou, or Huns. The Chinese .geogniJ'i.t 
pby of their country (torn. i. part ti. p. lv-^lxiii.)» Teems. to cumpiiM 
a part of their conc^uefts. ■* ** 

^^ See in Duhalde (torn. i'v. ,p, vS-^5») 9 oJrcumHaniial ddliip*> I 
tloB^ with a corre^ isapi of the country of the Mopgousi ^ . 

-- • . A a 4 formidable 
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€ ^^^^- formidable empire* Towards the Eaft, thdr vfc* 
torious arms were flopped only by the ocean ; and 
the tribes, which are thinly fcattered between the 
Amoor and the extreme peninfula of Corea, ad- 
heredy with reluftance, to the ftandard of the 
Huns. On the Weft, near the head of the Irtiih, 
and in the vallies of Imaus, they found a more 
ample fpace, and more numerous enemies* One 
of the lieutenants of the Tanjou fubdued in a fingie 
expedition twenty-fix nations; the Igours*% di- 
ftinguilhed above the Tartar race by the ufe of 
letters, were in the number of his vaflals ; and, 
by the ftrange connexion of human events, the 
flight of one of thofe vagrant tribes recalled 
the viftorious Parthians from the invafion of 
Syria '^ On the fide of the North, the ocean 
was affigned as the limit of the power of the Huns. 
Without enemies to relift their progrefs, or wit* 
nefles to contradiA their vanity, they might fe- 
curely atchieve a real, or imaginary, conqueft of the 
frozen regions of Siberia. The Northern Sea 
was fixed as the remote boundary of their empire. 
But the name of that fea, on whofe (hores the pa* 
triot Sovou embraced the life of a fliepherd aiyi 
an exile '', may be transferred, with mu^h more 

»♦ The I|rour$y or Vigours, were divided into three brancbet; 
hofitertf (he pherdsy and boibandmen } and the I art clafa was defpifed 
^jr Che IW0 former. Sec Abulghazi, part it. c. 7. 

1* Meifioirea de PAcademie dea Infcripttons, torn. xxv. p. ly..}}. 
The comprehenlife ▼t:rw of M. de Gutgnet hat compared thcA 
4ilUnt evenu. 

i> The famo of Sof 00, or So-oti, bit merit, and hit fingutar ad- 
ventures, are Hill celebrated in China. See the Eloge de Monkdcn, 
p. a«. and notes, p. i4t«»ft4.7. \ jwd Memoirea fur la Cbioe^ 
torn. iii. p. 317— }6e« 
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probabifity, to the Baikal, a capacious bafon, ^ ".^^^• 
above three hundred miles in length, which dif- ..-^ y -l-^ 
dains the modeft appellation of a lake'*, and 
which aftually communicates with the feas of the 
North, by the long courfe of the Angara, the 
Tongufka, and the Jeniflea. The fubmiffion of 
fo many diftant nations 'might flatter the pride of 
the Tanjou ; but the valour of the Huns could 
be rewarded only by the enjoyment of the wealth 
and luxury of the empire of the South. In the 
thiid century before the Chriftian sera, a wall of 
fifteen hundred miles in length was conftruded, 
to defend the frontiers of China againft the in- 
roads of the Huns " ; but this ftupendous work, 
which holds 2 conffHcuous place in the map of 
the world, has never contributed to the fafety of 
aa uawarlike people. The cavalry of the Tanjou 
frequently confifkd of two or three hundred 
thoofand men, formidable by the matchlefs dex- 
terity with which they managed their bows and 
their horfes ; by their hardy patience in fupport- 
ing the inclemency of the weather ; and by the 
incredible fpeed of their march, which was fel- 
dom checked by torrents, or precipices, by the 
deepeft rivers, or by the mod lofty mountains^ 

ss See Kbrand Ives^jn Harris** coUtftioB, toU ii. p^ 931 s BelFt 
TniveU, vot. i. p. S4.7— 2541 ^^ Gmelin* in tke HiAv Genenlr 
dct Voyages, torn, xviii. p. S83— 1»9« They all remark the vul- 
gar opinion » that the t^y fat grows angry and tempeftuous, if any- 
one prefumet to call it a Iskt* This grammatical nicety often es- ^^ 
cites a difpute, between the abford fuperftkion of the marineiti and 
the abfurd obftinacy of travellers. 

3) The conftro£lion of the wnll of China is mentioned by Dahalde 
(torn, iu p. 45,} udd«.O^ig»tt (to|s. ii. p. 59«)« 

They 

Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



36z THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. They fpread themfeives at once over the face of 
v..^,,^ the country; and their rapid impetuofity fur- 
Their prifed, aftoniflied, and difconcerted the grave and 
the'cw- elaborate taftics of a Chinefe army. The em- 
a!rm»oi ^^^^ Kaoti'% a foldier of fortune, whofe per- 
fonal merit had raifed him to the throne, march- 
ed againft the Huns with thofe veteran troops 
which had been trained in the civil wars of 
China. But he was foon furrounded by the Bar- 
barians ; and after a fiege of feven days, the 
monarch, hopelefs of relief, was reduced to pur- 
chafe his deliverance by an ignominious capttu- 
latibn. The fucceffors of Kaoti, whofe lives 
were dedicated to the ar.ts of peace, or the lux- 
ury of the palace, fubmitted to a more permanent 
difgrace. They too haftily confeiTed the infuf- 
' ficiency of arms and fortifications. They were 
top eafily convinced, that while the blazing (ig- 
nals announced on every fide the approach of the 
Huns, the Chinefe troops^ who flept with the 
helmet on their head, and the cuirafs on their 
back, were deftroyed by the inceflfant labour of 
ineffeftual marches'*. A regular payment of 
money, and filk, was ilipulatcd as the condition 

t% See the life of Lieou|ning, or Kaoti, in the IJift. de U Chines 
publifhed at Paris 1777^ Sec. tom. i. p. 44%— $11. Tbit volumi* 
Hon* work it th« . traoflation (by the P. de Mailla) of the Tot^- 
Xiat XMg.Mm, the celebrated abridgment of the great Hiftory of 
beqiikouang (A. D. 1084..) and his continuators. 

35 See a free and ample memorial, prefented by a Mandarin to 
the emperor Vent i (before Chrift 180— 157.) in Dahalde (tom. ii. 
p. 411— 4a6»)$ from a colle^ion of S*^are paper-i, rr.atked with the 
red pencil by Kamhi himfelF (p. ^$4— -6x1 ). Another memoriai 
from the minifier of war (Kang Moo, tom. ii. p. 555.) fuppliea 
foine curious circumttaoces of the maoMra pf the Hum. 
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of a temporary and precarious peace; and the ^^xv/* 
wretched expedient of diFguifing a real tribute, v«*-^«^^ 
under the names of a gift or a fubfidy, was prac- 
tiled by the emperors of China, as well as by 
thofe of Rome* But there flill remained a more 
difgraceful article of tribute, which violated the 
facred feelings of humanity and nature. The 
hard(hips of the favage life, which deftroy in their 
infancy the children who are born with a lefs 
healthy and robud conftitution, introduce a re« 
markable difproportion between the numbers of 
the two fexes. The Tartars are an ugly, and 
even deformed race; and, while they confider 
their own women as the inftruments of domeftic 
labour, their defires, or rather their appetites, 
ar€ directed to the enjoyment of more elegant 
beauty. A feled band of the fairefl maidens of 
China was annually devoted to the rude embraces 
of the Huns '^ ; and the alliance of the haughty 
Tanjous was fecured by their marriage with the 
gqnuine, on adopted, daughters of the Imperial 
family, which vainly attempted to efcape the 
facrilegious pollution. The fituation of thefe 
unhappy vidims is defcribed in the verfes of a 
Chinefe princefs, who laments that (he had been 
condemned by her parents to a didant exile, un- 
der a Barbarian hufband ; who complains that 
four milk was her only drink, raw flefli her only 
food| a tent her only palace ; and who expreifes, 
in a drain of pathetic fimplicity, the natural wifli, 

3^ A fupply of women is mentioned as a cnftoraar}' article of 
treaty and tribute (Hift. de la Conqaere de la ChiDe, par les Tar* 
tares Mantcheoux, torn. i. p. i86f 187. with the note oi the edi* 
tor). 
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chap: that flie were transformed into a bird, to fly bads 

XX Via 

v^-^v^ to her dear country j the objeft of her tender and 

perpetual regret '\ 
Decline The conqueft of China has been twice atchieved 

S?HiIm/ by ^he paftoral tribes of the North : the forces 
of the Huns were not inferior to thofe of the 
Moguls, or of the Mantcheoux ; and their am- 
bition might entertain the moft fanguinc hopes of 
• fuccefs. But their pride was humbled, and their 

progrefs was checked, by the arms and policy of 
Vouti '% the fifth emperor of the powerful dy* 
Ant. nafty of the Han. In his long reign of lifty*four 
s4i!^S7. years, the Barbarians of the fouthern provinces 
fubmitted to the laws and manners of China: 
and the ancient limits of the monarchy were 
enlarged, from the great riwr of Kiang, to the 
port of Canton. Inftead of confining himfelf to 
the timid operations of a defenfive war, his lieu- 
tenants peijetrated many hundred miles into the 
country of the Huns. In thofe boundlefs dderts, 
where it is impoflible to form magazhties, and 
difficult to tranfport a fufficient fupply of pro- 
vifions, the armies of Vouti were repeatedly ex- 
pofed to intolerable hardfliips : and, of one hun* 
dred and forty thoufand foldiers, who marched 
againft the Barbarians, thiny thoufand only re- 
turned in fafety to the feet of their mafter« 
Thefe loffes, however, were compenfated by 
fplendid and decifive fuccefs. The Chinefe ge* 

37 De Guignes, Hid. des Huns^ torn, it. p, 6s. 

)> See the reign of the emperor Vouti, in the Kang-Mou, torn, iii« 
p. 1—98. His ?arious and inconfiftcnt charaAer feems to be im* 
partially dra^n. 

nerals 
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nerals improved the fuperiority which they deriv- ^ xxv^f' 
cd from the temper of their arms, their chariots '^0^ ^ ---^ 
of war, and the fervice of their Tartar auxiliaries. 
The camp of the Tanjou was furprifed in the 
midft of ileep and intemperance: and, though 
the monarch of the Huns bravely cut his way 
through the ranks of the enemy, he left above 
fifteen thoufand of his fubjeds on the field of 
battle. Yet this fignal viftory, which was pre- 
ceded and followed by many bloody engagements, 
contributed much lefs to the deftrudion of the 
power of the Huns, than the effedual policy 
which was employed to detach the tributary 
nations from their obedience. Intimidated by Ant. 
the arms, (Jr allured by the promifes, of Vouti ^^"*»7»* 
and his fucceflbrs, the mod confiderable tribes, 
both of the Eaft and of the Weft, difclaimed the 
authority of the Tanjou. While fome acknow- 
ledged themfelves - the allies or vaiTals of the 
empire, " they all became the implacable enemies 
of the Huns : and the numbers of that haughty 
people, as foon as they were reduced to their 
native ftrength, might, perhaps, have been con- 
tained within the walls of one of the great and 
populous cities of China '^ The defertion 
of his fubjeds, and the perplexity of a civil 
war, at length compelled the Tanjou himfelf to 
renounce the dignity of an independent fovereign, 
and the freedom of a warlike and high-fpirited 

19 This expreflion is ufed in the memorial to the emperor Ventt 
(Dohalde^ torn. ii. p. 4>i70- Without adopting the exaggerations 
of J^rco-Polo and Ifaac VcHTius, ytt may rationaiiy allow for Pekin, 
(wo millions of inhabitants. The cities of the South, which contain 
the inanufaftures of China^, are ftill more populonftn 

nation^ 
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c" ^P- nation. He was rcceired at Sigan, the capital 
x^^,-^ of the monarchy, by the troops, the Mandarins, 
^^ and the emperor bimfelf, with all the honours 
that could adorn and difguife the triumph of 
Chinefe vanity ^. A magnificent pal^ice was pre- 
pared for his reception ; his place was affigned 
above all the princes of the royal family; and 
the patience of the Barbarian king was ezhauft- 
ed by the ceremonies of a banquet, which con- 
fided of eight courfes of meat, and of nine folemn 
pieces of mufic. But he performed, on his knees, 
the duty of a refpeflful homage to the emperor 
of China ; pronounced, in his own name, and in 
the name of his fucceflfors, a perpetual oath of 
fidelity; and gratefully accepted a feal, which 
was beftowed as the emblem of his regal depend- 
ancc. After this humiliating fubmiHion, the 
Tanjous fometimes departed from their allegi- 
ance, and feized the favourable moments of war 
and rapine ; but the monarchy of the Huns gra- 
dually declined, till it was broken, by civil 
diflenfion, into two hoftile and feparate king- 
A.D.4S. doms. One of the princes of the nation was 
urged, by fear and ambition, to retire towards 
the South with eight hords, which compofed be 
tween forty and fifty thoufand families. He 
obtained, with the title of Tanjou, a convenient 
territory on the verge of the Chinefe provinces ; 
and his conftant attachment to the fervice of the 

*<* See ilic K-ing.MoOy torn. iii. p. 150.9 and the Cub^Vquent 
events uniier the proper years. This isemorablc fellival is celc* 
bi atcd in the Eloge Ue Moukden^ and explained in a 1106: by tbf 
P. Gaiibil^ p. 89, $o» 

empire 
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-empire was fecured by weaknefs, and the defire c ha p, 
of revenge. From the time of this fatal fchifm, <.,^^,i^» 
the Huns of the North continued to languiih 
about fifty years; till they were opprefled on 
every fide by their foreign and domeftic enemies. 
The proud infcription *' of a column, erected on 
a lofty mountain, announced to pofterity, that a 
Chinefe army had marched feven hundred miles 
into the heart of their country. The Sienpi**, 
a tribe of Oriental Tartars, retaliated the injuries 
which they had formerly fuftained ; and the 
power of the Tanjous, after a reign of thirteen a. d. 9j. 
hundred years, was utterly deftroyed before the 
end of the firft century of the Chriftian sera**. 

The fate of the vanquifhed Huns was diver- TbeiremU 
fified by the various influence of character and ^'a?!)! 
fituation'*% Above one hundred thonfand per- 100, &c. 
fons, the pooreft, indeed, and the moft pufii- 
lanimous, of the people, were contented to remain 
in their native country, to renounce their peculiar 
name and origin, and to mingle with the vic- 
torious nation of the Sienpi. Fifty-eight hords, 
about two hundred thouliand men, ambitious of a 

• 4« This infcription was compofed on the fpot by Pankou, Prc- 
fident of the Tribunal of Hifiory (Kang-Mou, torn. iii. p. 39s.)* 
Similar monuments have been difcovered in many parts of Tartary 
(Hifloire dcs Huns, torn, ii, p. iti.). 

4* M. de Guignti (torn. i. p. 189.) has inferted a Ihort account 
of tfa« Sienpi. 

41 The «ra of the Huns is placed^ by the Chinefe, mo yeart be* 
fore Chrift. But the feries of their Icings does not cOmmeifce till 
the year ftjo. (Hift. des Huns, torn. ii. p. »i. ii}.) 

44 The various accidents of the downfal and flight of the Hunt 
are related in the Kang-Mou, torn. iii. p. S8. 91. 95* 139, Sec, 
The ftnail numbers of each hord may be afcribed to their lolfes and 
divifiont* 

more 
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€ H A ?• more honourable fef Wtode, retired towards tbt 
s^^^^r^ South ; implored the pro(etdioa of the emperon 
of China; and were permittcci to inhabit, and 
to guard, the extreme frontiers of the pro^ce 
of Cbanfi and the territory of Ortous. But the 
mod warlike and powerful tribes of the Huns 
maintained, in their adverfe fortune,^ the un* 
daunted fpirit of their anceftors. The weftem 
world was open to their valour ; and they refolv- 
ed, under the condu^ of their hereditary chief" 
tains, to difcover and fubdue fome remote coun- 
try, which was dill inacceflible to the arms of the 
Sienpi, and to the laws of China*'. The courfe 
of their emigration foon carried them beyond the 
mountains of Imaus, and the limits of the Chinefe 
geography; but we ire able to diftinguifli the 
two great divifions of thefe formidable exiles, 
which direded their march towards the Oxus, 
The white fttid towards the Volga. The firft of thefe colo- 
S>"dl«» ^^^ eftablifced their dominion in the fruitful 
and extenfive plains of Sogdiana, on the Eaftem 
fide of the Cafpian: where they preferved the 
name of Huns, with the epithet of Euthalites, 
or Nepthalites. Their manners were foftened, 
and even their featutes were infenfibly improved, 
by the mildnefs of the climate, and their long 
refidence in a flourifliing province ^, which might 

ftiU 

45 M. de Guignet hM iktlfully traced the footflept of the Hunt 
through the vaft deferti pi Tartary (torn. ii. p. t%y 177, ice, 

4^ Mohammed, Sultan of Carizme, reigned in Sogdiana, when it 
wtt invaded (A. D. laiS.) by Zingts and bit moguls. The 
Orienul hifloriaDf (fet d'Herbctot^ Petit de la Crour, &c.) cele- 
brate 
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fAll detain a faint impreflion of the arts Of ^j^y,f* 
Greece *'• The white Huns, a name which they v— ^^— -» 
derived from the change of their complexions^ 
foon abandoned the paftord life of Scythia* 
Gorgo, which, under the appellation of Carizme^ . 
has fince enjoyed a temporary fplendour^ was 
the refidence of the king, who ex^rcifed a legal 
authority over an obedient people^ Their lux* 
ury was maintained by the labour of the Sog* 
dians } and the only veftige of their ancient bar^ 
barifm, was the cuflom which obliged all th^ 
companions, perhaps to the number of twenty^ 
who had fliared the liberality of a wealthy lord^ 
to be buried alive in the fame grave**. The 
vicinity of the Huns to the provinces of Perfia^ 
involved them in frequent and bloody contefts 
with the powet of that monarchy. But they 
refpeded, in peace, the faith of treaties } in war, 
the didlates of humanity ; and their memorable 
Tiftory over Perofes, or Firuz, difplayed the 
moderation, as well as the valour, of the Bar- 
barians. The /econd divifion of their countrymen^ The Horn 
the Huns, who gradually advanced towards the vo^iga. 

brace the popnloat cities which he ruined, and the fruitful country 
Vbich he defoIated« In the next century, ih'e fanie provinces 6f 
Cborafmia and Mawaralnahr vtere defcribed by Abnlfeda (HadlcMiy 
Geograph. Minor, torn. iii.)« Their a^ual mifery may be feen in 
the Genealogical Hi(iory of the Tartars, p« 413— 4-69. 

4^ Juftin (xli. 6.) hat left a ftiort abridgment of the Greek tings 
•f Ba£triana. To their induAry I fliould afcribe the new and extra- 
ordinary' trade, which tranfpjrted the merchandizes of tndia into 
Etirope, by the Ojtusy the Cafpian, the Cyrus, the Phafis, and tfie 
Euxine. The other ways, both of the land and fea, were pofTefled 
by the Selcucides and the Ptolemies. (See )*£rprit des Loix, 
1. xxi.) 

4S Procopias dc BelK Pcrfico, }. ij c* 3. p. 9. 

Vol.. IV. B b North. 
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CHAP. North-weft, were exerdfed by tlie hardflrips of 
s^^/w a colder climate, and a more laborious maTck 
Neceffity corapeUed them to exchange the 1,1 ^' 
of China, for the furs of Siberia ; the impcrk:: 
rudiments of civilized life wctc obliterated; and 
the native fiercenefs of the Huns vvas exafperated 
by their inteicourfe with the farage tribes, ^ho 
were compared, with fome propriety, to the wild 
beafts of the defert. ^ * Their ' hodependent fpirit 
foon rejefted the hereditary fucceffion of the 
. Tanjous ; and while each hord was governed by 
its peculiar Murfa, their tumuUnary council di- 
rected the public meafures of the whole nation. 
As late as the thirteenth century, then' tranfient 
refidence on the Eaftern banks <^ the Volga, ms 
attefted by the name of Great Hungary ^^ h 
the winter, they defcended with their flocks and 
herds towards the mouth of that mighty river; 
and their fummer excurfions reached as h^h as 
the latitude of Saratoff, or perhaps the conflnx of 
the Kama* Such at lead were the recent limits 
cf the black Calmucks '% who remained about a 
century under the prote£lion of Ruffia ; and who 
have fince returned to their native feats on the 
frontiers of the Chinefe empire. The march, 
and the return, of thofe wandering Tartars^ 

4f In the thirteenth century, the monk Ruhniquis (who trt- 

▼cried the hnmenlc plain of Ripzak, in hi« joorney to the court of 

the Great Khtn) obrenrcd the remarkable name of H«m2«7» ^'*^ 

# the iracet of a common language and origin (Hift| des Voyages^ 

loin* vii. p. t$^,y. 

*• Bell (toI. I. p. a9— 34-)» and th« cdltort of the GeneaIo^'«' 
Hiftory (p. jjfOi h»^« defcribed the Calmucks of the Volga in tiic 
begimiiog •! the prelent centwrj» 
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.iRrboft united cJimp confifts of fifty thoufand tents ^^^ 
Of fiimijie^, iilaftrate the djftaat emigtations of the y^m'^m^ 
ancient Huns ^'« 

It is impoflible to fill the dark interval of Their con. 
tkne, vhich elapfed, after the Huns of the Volga ^^"J?/**'* 
were k)ft in the eyes of the Chinefe; and before 
they fttewed therofeLves to thofe of the Romans. 
There is fonve reafon, however, to apprehend^ 
that the fame force which had driven them from 
their native . feats, ftill continued to impel their 
inarch towards the frontiers of Europe. The 
power of the Sienpt, their implacable enemies, 
which extended above three thoufand miles 
fiX)m Eaft to Weft*% muft have gradually op- 
prefled them by the weight and terror of a for- 
midable neighbourhood: and the flight of the 
tribes of Scytbia would inevitably tend to increafe 
the (Irength, or to contraft the territories, of the 
Huns. The harih and obfcure appellations of 
thofe tribes would offend the ear, without inform^ 

5< This j;reftt tranfmigratton of 300,000 Calmucks, or Tor^cnu^ 
happened in the year 1771. The original narrative of Kien.long» 
the reignitig emperor of Cbina^ which was intended for the infcrip- 
^on ofacolamn, haa been trandated by the tnifBonaries of Pekin 
(Memoire fur la Chine, torn. i. p. 401-^418). The emperor «f«. 
fe£ts the fmootb and fpecious' language of the Son of Heaven^ ind 
llpa Father of his People. 

^* TheKang.Mou (tom.lii. p. 447.) afciibes to their con<}oefts 
a fpace of i4»ooo lit. According to the prefent ftandard, 200 lit (or 
more acctirately ¥95) are equal to one degree of latitude $ and one 
Englifli mile confcquently exceeds three miles of Cltina. But there 
SM ftrong reafons to believe that the ancient JB fcarcely equaJlci^ 
one-half of the modem. See the elaborate refearches of M. li'Ao-* 
Ville, a geographer, who is not a ftranger in any age, or climatf, 
of the globe (MemoiresdeT Acad. torn. ia. p. las— j9A. Mefiiret 
Itineraircf, p. X54«*-i670* 
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ing the underftanding, of the reader ; but t catf* 
not fupprefs the very natural fufpicion, that the 
Huns of the North derived a confiderable rein- 
forcement from the ruin of the dynafty of the 
South, which, in the courfe of the third century, 
fabmitted to the dominion of China; that the 
braved warriors marched away in fearch of dieir 
jftee and adventurous countrymen ; apid that, as 
they had been divided by profperity, they were 
eaiily re*united by the common hardfhips of 
their adverfe fortune". The Huns, with thdr 
flocks and herds, their wives and children, thdr 
dependents and allies, were tranfported to the 
Weft of the Volga, and they boldly advanced to 
invade the country of the Alani, a paftoral people 
who occupied, qt wafted, an extenfive trad of 
ihe defer ts of Scythia. The plains between the 
Volga and the Tanais were covered with the 
tents of the Alani, but their name and manners 
were diffufed over the wide extent of their con- 
quefts ; and the painted tribes of the Agathyrfi 
and Geloni were confounded among (heir vaflSits. 
Towards the North, they penetrated into thd 
frozen regions of Siberia, among the favages 
who were accuftomed, in their rage or hunger^ 
10 the tafte of human flefli : and their Southern 
inroads were pulhed as far as the confines of 
Pcrfia and India. The mixture of Sarmatic and 

* 51 See the Hil^oire des Huns, toni. ii. p. it5«^i44. The fub- 
feqiient hillory (p. f4S-^277) of three or four Hunnic dynaftici 
evidently proves, that their martial i'pmi was not impaired by a long 
vciidenee in Qima. 

• ' - .. German- 
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^German blood had contributed to improve the '^j^lvj.*'* 
features of the Alani, to whiten their fwarthy 
complexions^ and to tinge their hair with a yel- 
lowiih caft, which is feldom found in the Tar- 
.tar race. They were lefs deformed in their per- 
fons, lefs brutifh in their manners, than the Huns; 
but they did not yield to thofe formidable Bar- 
barians in their martial and independent fpirit; 
in the love of freedom, which rejefted even the 
ufe of domeftic ilaves ; and in the l6ve of arms, 
which confidered war and rapine as the pleafurc 
and the glory of mankind. A naked fcymetar, 
fixed in the ground, was the only objeA of their 
religious worlhip; the fcalps of their enemies 
.formed the coftly trappings of their horfes ; and 
they viewed, with pity and contempt, the pufil- 
lanimous warriors, who patiently expeftcd the. 
infirmities of age, and the tortures of lingering 
difeafe '*. On the banks of the Tanais, the mi- 
litary power of the Huns and the Alani encourv- 
.tered each other with equal valour, but with 
unequal fuccefs. The Huns prevailed in the 
bloody conteft : the king of the Alani was flain ; 
and the remains of the vanquifhed . nation were 
difperfed by the ordinary alternative of flight or 
fubmiffion ". A colony of exiles found a fecflre 

54 Utque bominibus quierU et phcuiis otium e(l voluptabile, lu 
\\\os periciiU juvant <t bella. Judicari)!* ibt beitus qui in piQsUo 
profucferit aniinam : fcnefccnies etiam el fortuitis moriibiis muiido 
digreffos, ut drgeneics et ignavos conviciis atrocibus infe^anto.r. 
We mutt think hijsihly of the concjueror^ of fuck meo. 

5f On the fnbje^ of the Alani, fee Ammi^niis (xxxi. i.). Jqf- 
nandes (de Rebus Geticis, c. 24 ), M. dc Guigncs (Hift. dcs Hoiu, 
torn. It. p. 179' )> 3nd the Genealogical Hiltuiy of t(ie Tavtars 
{torn* ii. p. 6i7*)* 

' B b 3 refuge 
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refuge in the mountains of Caucafus, between the 
Euxine and the Cafpian ; where they dill preferve 
their name and their independence. Another 
colony advanced, with more intrepid courage, 
towards the (hores of the Baltic; afibciated 
themfelves with the Northern tribes of Germany ; 
and ihared the fpoil of the Roman provinces of 
Gaul and Spain. But the greateft part of the 
nation of the Alani embraced the o€RerB of aa 
honourable and advantageous union: and the 
Huns, who efteemed the valour of their lefs for- 
tunate enemies, proceeded, with an increafe of 
numbers and confidence, to invade the limits of 
the Gothic empire. 
Their TIC The great Hermanric, whoTe dominions ex^ 
Ihc gX/ tended from the Baltic to the Euxine, enjoyed, 
A*l>.37i* in the full maturity of age and reputation, the 
frvit of his viftories, when he was alarmed by 
the formidable approach of an hoft of unknown 
enemies '% on whom his barbarous fubjedls might, 
without injuftice, beftow the epithet of Barba- 
rians. The numbers, the ftrength, the rapid 
motions, and the implacable cruelty of the Huns, 
were felt, and dreaded, and magnified, by the 
aftoniflied Gorhs ; who behdd their fields and 
villages confumed with flames, and deluged with 
indifcriminate flaughten To thefe real terrors, 

i^ As wf are poflcflTcd of the aa.hentic hiftory of the Huns, tC 
would be impel (incnt to re^^eat, or to refufe, the fables, whicb mif- 
reprefent their origin and progrefs, their paifage of the mud or water 
of the Maroiis, id puiTuit of an ox or ftag, Jes Indes qu*j|s avoieat 
deeoovertes, &c« (Z fimus, ). iv. p. ai^. Sozomen» ]. vi. c. 37. 
Procopius Aift. Mifceil. c. 5. Jornandes, c. 14. Grandeur etBa- 
tadcnce. Sec. dcs Romains, e. i^.}. 
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they added, the furprife and abhorrence vAuch ^xxvi^' 
were excited by the Ihrill voice, the uncouth 
geftures, fuid the ftrange deformity, of the Huns. 
Thefe favages of*Scythia were compared (and the 
pidur€f had fom^ refemblance) to the animak 
who walk very awkwardly on two legs ; and to 
the fni£4bapen figures, the Termini^ which were 
often placed on the bridges of antiquity* They 
were diftinguidied from the reft of the humaa 
fpecies by their broad flioulders, flat nofes, and 
fmall black' eyes, deeply buried in the head; and 
as they were almoft deftitute of beards, they ne- 
ver enjoyed either the manly graces c^ youth, or . 
the venerable afped; of age ''• A fabulous origia 
was affigned worthy of their form and manners ; 
that the witches of Scythia, who, for their foul 
and deadly pradices, had been driven from fo- 
ciety, had copulated in the defert with inferftal 
fpirirs ; and that the Huns were the offspring of 
^ this execrable conjunftion "• The tale, fo full 
of horror and abfurdity, was greedily embraced 
by the credulous hatred of the Goths j but, white 
it gratified their hatred, it increafed their fear; 
fmce the pofterity of daemons and witches might 
be fuppofed to inherit fome ihare of the prseter- 

57 Prodiglofae formie, etpandi; ut bi pedes exi(\ime& beftias} Tel 
quales in commarginandis {)ontib<i5, efiigiati fti pices dolantur in** 
compti. Ammian. xxxi. i. Jofnandcs (c 24. ) draws a Itrong 
caricature of a Calmuck face. Species paveiuia nigredine • • . • 
•qiicdam deformis offa, non facies i hat^enfiiue magis punfta quam 
luniina. See Buffbn, Hift. Naturelle, torn. iii. p. 3S0. 

5"* This execrable origin, which Jornandi;s (c. »4..) defcribes wXtli 
the rancour of a Goth, might be originally derived from a mofe pleaf* 
iiig fable of thcGiceks (Heiodot. I; iv. c. 9, &c.). • 

B b 4 natural 
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^xxvj^' natural powers, as well as of the mal^^nant tcmr 
per, of their parrots. Againft thefe enemies, 
Hermanric prepared to exert the united forces 
of /the Gothic date; but he foon difcovered that 
his vaflal tribes, provoked by oppreifion, wer« 
much more inclined to fecond, than to repel, the 
invafion of the Huns. One of the chiefs of the 
Roxolani '^ had formerly deferted the ftandard of 
Hermanric, and the cruel tyrant had condeaaaed 
the innocent wife of the traitor to be torn afun? 
der by wild horfes. The brothers of that unfor^ 
tunate woman feiited the favourable moment of 
revenge. The aged king of the Goths languifl)ed 
fome time •after the dangerous wound which 
he received from their daggers : but the conduct 
of the war ivas retardedv by his infirniities ; and 
the public councils of the nation were diftraded 
bf a fpirit of jealgufy and difcord. His death, 
which has been imputed to his own defpaur, left 
the reiiis of governipent in the hands of Withi«- 
mer, who, with the doubtful aid of fome Scythian 
mercenaries, maintained the unequal conteft againii 
the arms of the Hims and the Alani, till he was 
defeated and ilain, in a decifive battle* The 
O/lrogoths fubmitted to their fate : and the roya^ 
race of the Amali will hereafter be found among 
the fubjeds of the haughty Attila. But the per* 
fon of Witheric, the infant king, was faved by 

59 The Roxolani may be the fathers of tlie Paj, the Rwf^ 
(d'AnvJIIc, Empire lie Ruflie, p. i— io.),whofcrefnJcncc (A.D,S6i.) 
about Novogrod Ve.'iici cannot be fery remote from that which the 
Geographer of Ravenna (i, ii. iv. 4. +6. v. iS, 30.) afligna to the 
^o^olani (A.0.SS6.). 
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the diligence of Alatbeu» and Saphrax ; two war^ ^^y,**' 
riors of approved valour and fidelity; who, by '^-^z-*^ 
cautious marches, condu£):ed the independent 
remains of the nation of the Oftrogoths towards 
the Danaftus, or Niefter ; a confiderable river, 
which now feparates the Turkifh dominions from 
the empire of Rufiia. On the banks of the Ni«- 
efter, the prudent Athanaric, more attentive to 
his own than to the general fafety, had fixed the 
camp of the Vifigoths; with the firm rerolutio9 
of oppofing the vi£lorious Barbarians, whom he 
thought it iefs advifable to provoke. The ordi- 
nary fpeed of the Huns was checked by the wdght 
of baggage, and the incumbrance of captives; 
but their military fkill deceived, and almofl: de- 
ftroyed, the army of Athanaric. AVbile the judge 
of the Vifigoths defended the banks of the Niefter, 
he was encompaiTed and attacked by a numercqi 
detachment of cavalry, who, by the light of th^ 
moon, had pafled the river in a fordable place ; 
and, it was not without the utmoft efforts of cou- 
rage and condud, that he was able to effect his 
retreat towards the hilly country. The undauntr 
ed general had already formed a new and judi^ 
cious plan of defenfiv^ war ; and the (Irong line$, 
which he was preparing to conftruft between the 
mountains, the Pruth and the Danube, would 
have fecured the extenfive and fertile territory 
that bears the modern name of Walachia, from 
the deftrudlive inroads of the Huns *% But the 

^^ The text of Ammianus feems to be impcrfeft or cornipt} 
but the nature of the ground explains, and almoft defines, the Go* 
thic i-aai|>nit. ^emoifcs de TA^aLlemiej ^c. toiD« xxviii. p. 444-*^ 
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hopes and meafures of the judge of the Vifigoths 
were foon difappointed, by the trembling impa^ 
tience of hU difmayed countrymen ; who were per- 
foaded by their fears, that the interpofition of the 
Danube was the only barrier that could iave them 
from the rapid purfuit, and invincible valour, of 
the Barbarians of Scythia. Under the command 
cf Fritigem and Alavivus ^\ the body of the natba 
haftily advanced to the banks of the great river, 
and implored the protedion of the Roman emperor 
of the Eail. Athanaric himfelf, fttil anziout 1^ 
avoid the guik of perjury, rettred with a baii4 of 
faithful followers, into the mountainous coimtry of 
Caucaland ; which appears to faa^e been goaided^ 
and almoft concealed, by the impoietrabk fcHcfts 
ofTranfylvania*\. 
TbftOotht After Valens had terminated die Gothic war 
Xlt^o. ^^^ ^^^^^^ appearance of glory and fucceft, he 
MAion^f made a progrefs through his dommions of Afia, 
a!d?i76. And at length fixed- his refidence in the capital of 
Syria* The five years ^ which he fpent at An^ 
tioch were employed to watch, from a fecure 
diftance, the hoftile defigns of the Perfian mo* 
narch ; to check the depredations of the Saracens 
and Ifaurians^; to enforce, by arguments more 

** M. de Buat (Hift. det Pcoplei de TEurope, torn. vi. |i« 407.) 
hat conceived a ftrange idea, that Alavif us was the fame pertbo as 

Ul|>hilaa the Gothic bilhopx and that Uiphtlas» the grandfou of« 
Cappadocian captive, became a temporal prince of the Goths. 

^ Amnnianus (vxxi. 3.) and Joriiandes (de Rebus Geticis, 
r« M-O defcribe the fubTerfioo of the Gothic empire by the Huns. 

6} The chronology of Ammianus is ohfcure and itnperfe^* Til- 
kmont has laboured to clear and fetde the Annals of Valens. 

^4 Zofimus, 1. iv. p. 213. Sozomen, I. vi. c. 3S. The Ifao. 
rianS| each winter, infefted the roads of Afia Minor, as far as the 
neighbourhood of Conftantinople. Bafit, EpiH. ccl, apod Tille- 
nionty Hift* des Empcreurs, torn. v. p. io6. 
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prevalent than thofe of reafon and eloquence, the ^^ ^ ^- 
belief of the Arian theology ; and to fattsfy his ^^^^^^ 
dnxious fufpicions by the promifcuous execution 
of the mnocent and the guilty. But the atten- 
tion of the emperor vas moft ferioufly engaged, 
by the important intelligence which he received 
from the ciTil and military officers who were 
entrufted with the defence of the Danube. He 
was informed, that the North was agitated by a 
furious temped ; that the irruption of the Huns, 
an unknown and monftrous race of bvages, had 
fbbverted the power of the Goths ; and that the 
fuppliant multitudes of that warlike nation, whofe 
pride was now humbled in the dud, covered a 
fpace of many miles along the banks of the riven 
With out*ftretched arms, and pathetic lanienN 
ations, they loudly deplored their paft misfor* 
tunes and their preient danger; acknowledged, 
that their only hope of fafety was in the -clemency 
of the Roman government; and mod folemnly 
proteftcd, that if the gracious KJjerality of the 
emperor would permit them to cultivate the wafte 
lands of Thrace, they Ihould ever hold themfelves 
bound, by the ftrongeft obligations of duty and 
gratitude, to obey the laws, and to guard the 
limits of the republic. Thefe aflurances were 
confirmed by the ambaffadors of the Goths, who 
impatiently expedled, from the mouth of Valens, 
an anfwer that muft finally determine the fate of 
their unhappy countrymen. The emperor of the 
Sail t^as no longer guided by the wifdom and 
audiority of his elder brother, whofe death hap- ^ j^^ 
pened towards the end of the preceding year : No?. 17. 

and 
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c " ^ **• and as the diftrefsful fituation of the Goths rev 
quired an inftant and peremptory decifion, he 
was deprived of the favourite refource of feeble 
and timid minds ; who confider the ufe of dilatory 
and ambiguous raeafures as the moft admirable 
cflforts of confummate prudence. As long ds the 
fame paUions and interefts fubfift among man- 
kind, the quedions of war and peace, ofjuftke 
and poKcy, which were debated in the councils 
of antiquity, will frequently prefent themfdves 
as the fubje^ of modern deliberation. But the 
nioll experienced ftat^man of Europe has never 
been fummbned to confider the propriety, or the 
danger, of admitting, or reje£Ung, an innume- 
rable multitude of Barbarians, who are driven by 
defpair and hunger to folicic a fettlement on the 
territories of a civilized nation. When that im- 
portant propofition, fo eiTentially conneded with 
the public fafety, was referred to the mlniilers of 
Valens, they were perplexed and divided ; but 
they foon acquiefced in the flattering fentiment 
which feemea the moil favourable to the prid«, 
the indolence, and the avarice of their fovereign. 
The flaves, who were decorated with the titles 
of prscfefts and generals, diffembled or difregard- 
ed the terrors of this national emigration; fo 
extremely different from the partial and acci- 
dental colonies, which had been received on the 
extreme limits of the empire* But they applaud- 
ed the liberality of fortune, which had conduced, 
from the mofl diftant countries of the globe, a 
numerous and invincible army of ftrangers, to 
^cfepd the throne of Valens j who might now add 

tb 
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to the royal treafures, the immenfe fumsofgoll ^"xvi^* 
fuppiied by the provincials to compenfate their ^>^**"v--«^ 
annual proportion of recruits. The prayers of 
the Goths were granted, and their fervice was 
accepted by the Imperial court : arid orders were 
immediately difpatched to the civil and military 
governors of the Thracian diocefe, to make the 
neceffary preparations for the paflage and fub- 
fiftence of a great people, till a proper and fuf* 
ficient territory could be allotted for their future 
refidence. The liberality of the emperor was 
accoinpanied, however, with two harfli and ri- 
gorous conditions, which prudence might juftify 
on*the fide of the Romans j but which diftrefe 
alone could extort from the indignant Goths. 
Before they pafied the Danube, they were requir- 
ed to deliver their arms: and it was infifted, 
that t'heir children (hould be taken from them, 
and difpeffed through the provinces of Afia; 
where they might be civilized by the arts of edu- 
cation, and ferve as hoftages to fecure the fidelity 
of their parents. 

During this fufpenfe of a doubtful and diftant They are 
negociation, the impatient Goths made fome *^"y^^^'' 
ralh' attempts to pafs the Danube, without the thcDa- 
permidion of the government, whofe protection IhcR©"** 
they had implored. Their motions were ftridly man«m- 
obferved by the vigilance of the troops which 
*were ftationed along the river j and their fore- 
mofl: detachments were defeated with confiderable 
"flaughter: yet fuch Were the timid councils of 
the reign of Valcns, that the brave officers who 
8 had 
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%xvi ^' ^^ fiw^c<i *efr couBCry In the nsxecutiQa of tbcir 
duty, were punifhed by the Io& of their em|^y« 
ments^ and narrowly efcaped the lofs of their 
beads. The Imperial mandate was at lengrii 
received for tranfporting over the Danube the 
whole body of the Gothic nation *' j but the exe* 
cution of this order was a tafk of labour and dif- 
ficulty* The ftream of the Danube, which ia 
ifaofe parts is above a mile broad ^^ had been 
fwelled by incefiant rains ; and, in this tumultu* 
ous paflage, many were fwept away^ and drown^ 
by the rapid violence of the current. A large 
fleet of veiTels, of boats, and of canoes, was pro- 
vided: many days and nights they pdSkd and 
repafled with indefatigable toil; and the moit 
Arenuotts diligence was exerted «by the oflken of 
Valens, that not a fingle Barbarian^ of thofe who 
were reierved to fubvert the ftwindations of Rome, 
ihould be left on the oppofite fliore. k wa$ 
thought expedient that an accurate account fliould 
be taken of their numbers ; but the peribna who 
were employed foon defifted, ^th amazement 
nad difmay, from the profecution of the ctkdXcb 

*5 The psflage of the Panube is expofed by Ammlaavt (»xi* 
3, 4.)^ ZoOmus (I. iv, p. aa3» «H«)9 Bunapius In Excerpt. Ltgttm 
^. 19, to.)^ and Jornandet (c* t5« 16. )• Amanianiis declarct (c. 5.), 
that li« meant only, ipfaa renim dtgerere jmm&tma. But he often 
taket a faife mcafure of tbcir importance | and his fuperfloous pro- 
IiJtity it difagreeably balanced by his unieafonable brevity. 

^ ChiAiull, a corions trareiler, haa remarked the breadth of the 
Skinabe, which he paffed to the fofith of Bocharett. near^ho cos* 
tax of the Argifli (p. 77.). He adnuFes the beauty aad ijjpontaM- 
•us plenty of Msfiaj or Bulgaria. 

and 
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md iint)raaicablc talk*': and the principal bi£* *^^vi^* 
torian of the age mod feriouOy affirms^ that the ^^^^^■w 
prodigious armies of Darias and Xerxes, which 
bad fo long been confidered as the fables of Yain 
and creduIoQS antiquity, were now juftified^ in 
the eyes of mankind, by the evidence of hSt and 
experience. A probable teftimony has fixed the 
number of the Gothic warriors at two hundred 
thoufand men ; and if we can venture to add the 
juft proportion of women, of children, and of 
fiaves, the whole mafs of people which compofed 
this formidable emigration, mud have amounted 
to near a million of perfons, of both fexes, and of 
all ages. The children of the Goths, diofe at 
leaft of a difiinguilfaed rank, were feparated from 
the multitude* They were conduced, without 
delay, to the diftant feats affigned for their refi« 
dence and education ; and as the numerous traiti 
of hoftages or captives paflied through the cities, 
their gay and fplendid apparel, their robuft and 
martial figure, excited the furprife and envy of 
the Provincials. But the (lipi^iation, the moft 
ofFenfive to the Goths, and the moft important 
to the Romans, was fhamefully eluded. The 
Barbarians, who confidered their arras as the en* 
figns of honour, and the pledges of fafety, were 
difpofed to offer a price, which the luft or avarice 
of the Imperial officers was eafily tempted to 

^ Qntm fi fcirc Tclit, Libyci vclit sequoris i(Jcm 
'Scire quam mnlts Zephyro truxSontur harense. 
Amniianu« has infertcd, in his profe, thcfe lioes of Virgil (Gfor. 
gic. 1. ii.)* originally dcfigncd by the poet to cxprefs the impof. 
, ibility of uambcring the different forts of vines. See Plin. Hilh 
Katur. I. xir. 
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c H A i^ accept* To prcfervc their arms» the hztj^bif 
smm^^s^'^'m^' warriors confent^d, with fome reluftaoce, td 
proftituce their wives or their daughters; the 
diarms of a beauteous maid^ or a comely boy^ 
fecured the connivance of the infpefkors; who 
fometimes ca(t an eye of covetoufneb on the 
fringed carpets and linen garments of their new 
allies ^% or who facrificed their duty to the mean 
conGderation of filling their farms with cattle, and 
their houfes with flaves. The Goths, with arms 
in their hand^, were permitted to enter the boats ; 
tmd when their ftrength was collected on the 
other fide of the river, the immenfe camp which 
was fpread over the plains and the hills of the 
Lower Mscfia, aflfumed a threatening and even 
hpllile afpeft. The leaders of the Oftrogoths^ 
j&Iatheus and Saphrax, the guardians of their 
iqfant king, appeared foon afterwards on the 
Northern banks of the Danube ; and immediately 
difpatched their ambafladors to the court of An- 
tipch, to folicit, with the fame profeflions of alle* 
giance and gratitude, the fame favour which had 
been granted to the fuppHaut Vifigoths, The ab- 
joluic refufal of Valens fufpended their progrefst, 
and difcovered the repentance, the fufpicions, and 
4he fears, of the Imperial council. 
Tiieirfll^r- An undifclplined and unfettled nation of Bar- 
diicoo"^ barians required the lirmcll temper, and the 
tent* moft dexterous management. The daily fub- 

^ Eunapittt and Zofimus curiou/ly fpecify tbefe articles of Gothic 
wealth ai)d luxury. Vet it nuilt be prelumed, that they were the 
manufactures of the provinces ^ which the Barbvians had acquifMi 
m% the fpotlt of vrar) or as the gifts, or merchaBdife of peace. 
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fifence of near a million of extraordinary fubjeds 
could be fupplied only by conftant and fkilful 
diligence, and might continually be interrupted 
by miftake or accident. The infolence, or the 
indignation of the Goths, if they conceived them- 
felves to be the objefts, either of fear, or of 
contempt, might urge them to the mofl: defperate 
extremities ', and the fortune of the (late feemed 
to depend on the prudence, as well as the inte* 
grity, ot the generals of Valens, At this, im* 
portant crifis, the military go>rernment of Thrace 
was exercifed by Lupicinus and Maximus, in 
whofe yenal minds the flighted hope of private 
emolument outweighed every confi deration of 
public advantage ; and whofe guilt was only alle^ 
viated by their incapacity of difcerning the per- 
Bicious eflPeds of their rafh and criminal admini^ 
ftration. Inftead of obeying the orders of their 
fovereign, and fatisfying, with decent liberality, 
the demands of the Goths, they levied an unge- 
Aerous and^ oppreilive tax on the wants of the 
hungry Barbarians. The vileft food was fold at 
an extravagant price ; and, in the room of whoK 
fome and fubftantial provifions, the markets were 
filled with the flefh of dogs, and of unclean ani- 
mals, who had died of difeafe. To obtain the 
valuable acquifition of a pound of bread, the 
Goths refigned the poffeffion <5f an txpenfive, 
though ferviceable, flave; and a fmall quantity 
of meat was greedily purchafed with ten pounds 
pf a precious^ but ufelefs, metal \ When their 

property 

^ Dtem Eirgsi the word JUvtr niuft be underftood. Jornandes 

^^yt the paffiont snd prejudices of a Goth. The fcrvile Greeks, 

Voti.IV, Cc Eunapitts 
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^xxvi^' property was exhaufted, they continued this nc- 
ceflary traffic by the fale of their fons and daugh* 
ters ; and notwithftanding the love of freedom, 
which animated every Gothic breaft, they fub* 
mitted to the humiliatmg maxim, that it was 
better for their children to be maintained in a 
fervile condition, than to periih in a ftate of 
wretched and helplefs independence. The mod 
lively refentment is excited by the tyranny of 
pretended benefactors, who ftemly exaA the debt 
of gratitude which . they have cancelled by fub« 
fequent injuries : a fpirit of difcontent -infenfibly 
arofe in the camp of the Barbarians, who pleaded, 
without fuccefs, the merit of their patient and 
dutiful behaviour; and loudly complained of 
the inhofpitable treatment which they had re* 
ceived from their new allies. They beheld around 
them the wealth and plenty of a fertile province, 
in the midfl of which they fuSered the intolerable 
hardfhips of artificial famine. But the means of 
relief, and even of revenge, were in their hands ; 
fince the rapacioufnefs of their tyrants had left, 
to an injured people, the poflei&on and the ufe 
of arms. The .clamours of a muldtude, un- 
taught to difguife their fentiments, announced the 
firft fymptoms of refinance, and alarmed the 
timid and guilty minds of Lupicinus 4nd Max- 
imus. Thofe crafty minillers, who fubfUtuted 

Ennspius and Zofimus, difguife the Roman oppredian, aod execnte 
the pei6dy of the Barbarians. AoimianuSy a patriot biftorian^ 
(lightly, and relu£lantly» toncbes on the odiout fiibje6^. JcroiOt 
who wrote almoft on the fpot, is fair, though coifcife. Per aviritiain 
Maxioifducitf ad rebcUionem fame coaSi funt (tn Chron.)* 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF .THE. ROMAN EMPIRE. 387 

the cunning of temporary expedients to the wife ^J^vi^* 
and falutary counfels of general policy, attempted v^-^-w 
to remoV^e the Goths from their dangerous ftation 
on the frontiers of the empire; and to difperfe 
them in feparate quarters of cantonment, through 
the interior provinces. As they were confcious 
how, ill they had deferved the refpeft, or con- 
fidence, of the Barbarians, they diligently coU 
leded, from every fide, a military force, that 
might urge the tardy and relufbant march of a^ 
people, who had not yet renounced the title, or 
the duties, of Roman fubjefts. But the generals 
of Valcns, while their attention was folely di- 
refted to the difcontented Vifigoths, imprudently 
difarmed the (hips and the fortifications which 
conftituted the defence of the Danube. The 
fatal overfight was obferved, and improved, by* 
Alatheus and Saphrax, who anxioufly watched 
the favourable moment of efcaping from the pur- 
fuit of the Hun3« By the help of fuch rafts and 
veflfels as could be haftily procured, the leaders 
of the Oftrogoths tranfported, without oppofition, 
their king and their army ; and boldly fixed an 
hoftile and independent camp on the territories of 
the empire -^ 

Under the name of judges, Alavivus and Fri- Revolt of 
tigern were the leaders of the Vifigoths in peace InV^fiat 
and war ; and the authority which they derived ^"^ *l'''' 
from their birth, was ratified by the free confent loiiw, * 
of the nation. In a feafon of tranquillity, their 
power might have been equal, as well as their 

79 Aniinianus, xxxi. 4, 5. 
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^xxvi**' '^^^J ^^N 3S foon as their countrymen were 
*i— .--^ cxafperated by hunger and oppreflion^ the fupe- 
rior abilities of Fritigern affumed the military 
command, which he was qualified to exetcife 
for the public welfare. He reftrained the impa- 
tient fpirit of the Vifigoths, till the injuries and 
the infults of their tyrants ibould juftify their 
refiftance in the opinion of mankind : but he was 
not difpofed to facrifice any folid advantages for 
the empty praife of juflice and moderation. 
Senfible of the benefits which would refult from 
the union of the Gothic powers under the fame 
ftandard, he fecreily cultivated the friendfliip of 
the Oftrogoths ; and while he profefled an im- 
plicit obedience to the orders of the Roman 
generals i he proceeded by flow marches towards 
Mardanopolis, the capital of the Lower Mxdz, 
about feventy miles from the banks of the Da* 
nube. On that fatal fpot, the flames of difcord 
and mutual hatred burft forth into a dreadful 
conflagration. Lupicinus had invited the Gothic 
chiefs to a fplendid entertainment; and their 
martial train remained under arms at the entrance 
of the palace. But the gates of the city were 
ftriftly guarded ; and the Barbarians were fternly 
esccluded from the ufe of a plentiful market, to 
which they aflerted ihcir equal claim of fubjefts 
and allies. Their humble prayers were rejefted 
with infolence and derifion ; and as their pa- 
tience was now exhaufted, the townfmen, the fol- 
diers, and the Goths, were foon involved in a 
conflict of paffionate altercation and angry re- 
proaches. 
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proaches. A blow was imprudently given ; a ^xxvi ^ 
fword was haftHy drawn ; and the firfl blood that ^— --v-*- 
was fpih in this accidental quarrel, became the 
fignai of a long and deftrudive wan In the 
qiidft of noife and brutal intemperance, Lupi- 
dnus was informed, by a fecret mefTenger, that 
many of his foldiers were ilain, and defpoiled of 
ihelr arms ; and as he was already inflatned by 
wme, and opprefled by fleep, he iflued a raih 
command, that their death (hould be revenged 
by the maflacre of the guards of Fritigern and 
Alavivus. The clamorous Ihouts and dying 
grban^ apprifpd Fritigern of his extreme danger : 
and, as he poflefied the calm and intrepid fpirit 
of a hero, he faw that he was lofl if he allowed k 
moment of deliberation to the man who had fo 
deeply injured him. " A trifling difpute,** faid 
the Gothic leader, with a firm but gentle tone 
of voice, *' appears to have arifen between the 
** two nations ; but it may be produdive of the 
** moft dangerous confequences, unlefs the tu- 
** mult is immediately pacified by the affurance 
** of our fafety, and the authority of our pre- 
*' fence/' At thefe words, Fritigern and his 
companions drew their fwords, opened their paf- 
fage through the unrefifting crowd, which filled 
the palate, the ftreets, and the gates, of Marcia- 
nopolis, and, mounting their horfes, haflily va« 
niOied from the eyes of the aftoniflied Romans. 
The generals of the Goths were faluted by the 
fierce and joyful acclamations of the camp : war 
was inftantly refolved, and the refolucion was 
C c 3 executed 
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^ H A p. executed without delay : the banners of the nation 
were difplayed according to the cuftom of their 
anceftors ; and the air refounded with the harfh 
and mournful mufic of the Barbarian trumpet ''. 
The weak and guilty Lupicinus, who had dared 
to prpvoke, who had neglefted to deftroy, and 
who ftill prefumed to del^ife, his formidable ene* 
my, marched againft the Goths, at the head of 
fucb a military force as could be coUefbed on this 
fudden emergency. The Barbarians expelled his 
approach about nine miles from Marcianopolis ; 
and on this occafion the talents of the general 
were found to be of more prevailing efficacy than 
the weapons and difcipline of the troops. The 
valour of the Goths was fo ably direfted by the 
genius of Fritigern, that they broke, by a clofe 
and vigorous attack, the ranks of the Roman 
legions. Lupicinus left his arms and ftandards, 
his tribunes and bis braveft foldiers^ on the field 
of battle; and their ufelefs courage ferved only 
to prote^ the ignominious flight of their leaden 
** That fuccefsful day put an end to the diftrefs 
" of the Barbarians, and the fecurity of the Ro- 
" mans : from that day, the Goths, renouncing 
** the precarious condition of ftrangers and exiles, 
^* aflumed the character of citizens and mafters, 
^^ claimed an abfolute dominion over the pof* 
•* feffors of land, and held, in their own right, 
•* the northern provinces of the empire, which 
^' are bounded by the Danube.*^ Such are the 

words 

71 Vexilltt d« mori fublatit* auditifque trifle finsnfiiai tltfm^ 
Aounian. xxxi. 5. Tbefe are the rstfa €§nma ot ciaudiaa (in Rufin. 
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words of the Gothic hiftorian'% who celebrates, ^ " a *»• 
with rude eloquence, the glory of his country, 
men. But the dominion of the Barbarians was 
exercifed only for the purpofes of rapine and de- 
Arudion. As they had been deprived, by the 
mini(lers of the emperor, of the common benefits 
of nature, and the fair intercourfe of focial life, 
they retaliated the injuftice on the fubjefts of the 
empire; and the crimes of Lupicinus were ex- Theype- 
piatcd by the ruin of the peaceful hufbandmen of xhrace!."** 
Thrace, the conflagration of their villages, and 
the maflacre, or captivity, of their innocent fami- 
lies. The report of the Gothic vidory was foon 
diffufed over the adjacent country ; and while it 
filled the minds of the Romans with terror and 
difmay, their own hady imprudence contributed 
to increafe the forces of Fritigern, and the cala- 
mities of the province. Some time before the 
great emigration, a numerous body of Goths, 
under the command, of Suerid and Colias, had 
been received into the proteftion and fervice of 

ii. 57.), the large horns of the Uri, or wild bull ; fuch as have been 
more recently ufed hy the Swiis Cantons of Uri and Underwald. 
(Simler de Republica HeWct. K ii. p; 301. edit. Fuiciin. Tigur. 
1734..). The milirnry horn is 6nely, though peihaps CdfuaUyy 
introduced in an originrJ narrative of the battle of Nancy (A. D» 
i^??*)* ** Attendant le combat le dit cor fut coi'ne par trois foiSt 
'< taut que le vent du foufEtfur pouvoir durer t ce qui eibahit fort 
•* Monfieur de Bourgoignej car dtja a Morat Favcit avy." (See 
the 'Pieces Jnfti5catives in the 4to edition of Philippe de Co mines, 
tonu iii. p. 493.)* 

7^ Jernandes de Rtbus Getlcis, c. ft6. p. 648. edit. Grot. Thefe 
fplendidl panni (they are comparatively fuch) are undoubtedly tran- 
icribed froin ihe larger biftories of Prifcaii Ablaviusi or Caffio- 
doriui. 

C c 4 the 
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^xxvi^* the empire '^ They were encamped under the 
walls of Hadrianople : but the miaifters of Valens 
were anxious to remove them, beyond the Hel- 
lefpont, at a diftance from the dangerous tempt- 
ation which might fo eafily be communicated by 
the neighbourhood, and the fuccefs, of their 
countrymen. The refpeftful fubmiffion with 
which they yielded to the order of their march, 
might be confidered as a proof of their fidelity ; 
and their moderate requeft of a fufficient allow- 
ance of provifions, and of a delay of only two 
days, was exprefled in the moft dutiful terms. 
But the firft magiftrate of Hadrianople, incenfed 
by feme diforders which had been committed at 
his country-houfe, refufed this indulgence} and 
arming againd them the inhabitants and mana- 
fafturers of a populous city, he urged, with hof- 
tile threats, their inftant departure. The Bar- 
barians ftood filent and amazed, till they were 
exafperated by the infi:Ui::g clamours, and miflile 
weapons, of the populace : but when patience or 
contempt was fatigued, they crulhed the undif- 
ciplined multitude, inflided many a (hameful 
wound on the backs of their flying enemies, and 
defpoiled them of the fplendid armour '% which 
they were unworthy to bear. The refemblance 
of their fuflferings and their adlions foon united 
this victorious detachment to the nation of the 

71 Cum populis fuis longe ante fufcepti. We are ignorant of cke 
prtc:feitate and circumAances of their tranfmlgration. 

74> An Impcnal manufaflure of IhielUs, &c. was eftahliihcd at 
)l3()rianop(e; and the populace were headejj. by the Fahricewfu, or 
wuikmen (Valcf. ad Ammian, xxxi, 6.). 

Vifigoths ; 
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Vifigotbs; the troops of Colias and Suerid ex- ^J*^,^ 
peded the approach of the great Fritigern, ranged 
themfelves under his fbndard, and fignali^ed their 
ardour in the fiege of Hadrianople, But the 
reiiftance of the garrifon informed the Barbariana^ 
that, in the attack of regular fortifications, the 
efforts of unlkilfui courage are feldom eiFeduak 
Their general acknowledged his error, raifed the 
fiege, declared that '* he was at peace with 
" ftone walls'*,** and revenged his di£ippoint«- 
ment on the adjacent country. He accepted^ 
with pleafure, the ufeful reinforcement of hardj 
workmen, who laboured in the gold mines of 
Thrace^*, for the emolument, and under the 
lafb, of an unfeeling mafter": and thefe new 
affociates conducted the Barbarians, through the 
fecret paths, to the moft fequeftered places, which 
had been chofen to fecure the inhabitants, the 
cattle, and the magazines of com. With the 
aififtanee of fuch guides, nothing could remain ' 
impervious, or inacceifible: refiftance was fatal) 

flight was impradicable ; and the patient fub« 

# 

7S Pacem fibi efle cum porietlbus memorans. Ammian. xxxi. 7. 

7* Thefe mines were in the country of the BcfTi, in the ridge c^ 
moiiniain?, the Rhixiope, that runs between PhUlippi and Fhiiiippou 
poiisj two Macedonian cities, Dvhicb derived their name and origip 
from the father of Alexander. From the mines of Thrace he an- 
nually received the value, not the weight, of a thoufand latenta 
(tco,oool.)$ a revenue which paid tbc phalanx, and corrupted the 
orators of Greece. See Diodor. Siculus, torn. ii« 1. xvi, p. SS« 
edit. WefTcling. Godefrciy*8 Commentary on the Theodofian Cod^^ 
torn. iii. p. 496. Cellarius, Geograph. Antiq. torn, i, p. 676. 857* 
D'AnviUe, Geographic Ancienne, torn. i. p. 336. 

77 As tbofe unhappy workmen often ran away, Valens ha4 
ena^ed fcvere Inws to drag them from their bid ing-^pl aces. Cod» 
Thcotlofian. I. x. tit. six. leg. 5. 7. 

miflion 
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^XKVL* mtflion of helplefs innoceDce feldom found mercy 
^■^^ x "^- ' from the Barbarian conqueror. In the courfe of 
thefe depredations, a great number of the chil- 
dren of the Goths, who bad been fold into cap- 
tivity, were reftored to the embraces of their 
afflicked parents; but thefe tender interviews^ 
wtuch might have revived and cheriihed in their 
mmds fome fentiments of humanity, tended only 
Co ftimulate their native fiercenefs by the delire 
of revenge. They liftened, with eager attentbn, 
to the complaints of their captive children, who 
had fuffered the mod cruel indignities from the 
luftful or angry pafiions of their mafters ; and the 
fame cruelties, the fame indignities, were feverely 
retaliated on the fons and daughters of the Ro* 
mans '\ 
Opera- The imprudence of Valens and his minifters had 

t^Gofhic u^^roduccd into the heart of the empire a nation 
~rf of enemies ; but the Vifigoths might even yet 

* ^^^' have been reconciled, by the manly confefiion of 
paft errors, and the fmcere performance of fot'^ 
mer engagements. Thefe healing and temperate 
meafures feemed to concur with the timorous 
difpofition of the fovereign of the Eaft : but, on 
this occafion alone, Valens was brave; and his 
unfeafonable bravery was fatal to himfelf and to 
his fubjeds. He declared his intention of march- 
ing from Antioch to Condantinople, to fubdue 
this dangerous rebellion; and, as he was not 

7* See AnnnianoSy XXXI. $9^* '^^^ hiftorian of the Gothic war 
lofes time and fp^ce, by^n onleafonabie recapitulation of the ancient 
inroads of the Barbarians. 

ignorant 
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ignorant of the difficulties" of the cnterptife, h^ c h a p. 
folicited the affiftance of his nephew, the emperor 
Oratian, who commanded all the forces of the 
Weft, The veteran troops were haftily recalled 
from the defence of Armenia; that important 
frontier was abandoned to the difcretion of Sapor ; 
and the immediate conduft of the Gothic war 
\ea« entrufted, during the abfence of Valens, to 
his lieutenants Trajan and Profuturus, two gene- 
rals who indulged themfelves in a very falfe and 
favourable opinion of their own abilities. On 
their arrival in Thrace, they were joined by RF- 
chomer, count of the domeftics ; and the auxifi- 
aries of the Weft, that marched under his ban- 
ner, were compofed of the Gallic legions, reduced 
indeed by a fpirit of defertion to the vain appear- 
ances of ftrength and numbers. In a council of 
war, which was influenced by pride, rather than 
by reafon, it was refolved to feek, and to en- 
counter, the Barbarians; who lay encamped in 
the fpacious and feitile meadows, near the moft 
fouthem of the fix mouths of the Danube '^ 
Their camp was furrounded by the ufual forti- 
fication of waggons '^ ; and the Barbarians, fecure 

79 The Irinerary of Antoninus (p. %%6, %%y^ edit. Wefleling) 
marks the fiiuation of this place about fixty miles north of Tomi, 
Ofifl*s exile: and the name of Sa/ices (the willows) exprefles the 
nature of the foil. 

^^ This circle of waggons, the Carragt^ was the tifual fortifica^ 
tion of the Barbarians (Vegetius de Ke MUitari, 1. iii. c. io. 
Vaiefius ad Amniian. xxxi. 7O- '^^^ piaAice and the name were 
prcfervcd by their Jefcendants, as late aa the fifteenth century* TJto 
Charrtj, which furrounded the Of, is » word familiar to the readers of 
Froifllird, or Coinines. 

within 
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CHAP, within the raft cirde of the inclofure, enjoved the 

XXVI. • . . 

fruits of their valour, and the fpoils of the pro» 
vince. In the midft of riotous intemperance, the 
watchful Fritigern obferved the motions, and 
penetrated the' defigns, of the Romans. He 
perceived, that the numbers of the en^my were 
continually increafing; and, as he underftood 
their intention of attacking his rear, as foon as 
the fcarcity of forage (hould oblige him to remove 
his camp} he recalled to tb^eir (landard his pr& 
datory detachments, whiph covered the adjacent 
country. A$ fooa as they defcried the flaming 
beacons ^', they obeyed, with incredible fpced, 
the fignal of their leader ; the camp was filled 
with the qiartial crowd of Barbarians ; their im- 
patient clamours demanded the battle, and their 
tumultuous zeal was approved and animated by 
the fpirit of their chiefs. The evening was al- 
ready far advanced ; and the two armies prepared 
'themfelves for the approaching combat, which 
was deferred only till the dawn of day. While 
the trumpets /ounded to arms, the undaunted 
courage of the Goths was confirmed by the 
mutual obligation of a folemxi oath ; and as thej 
advanced to meet the enemy, the rude fongs, 
which celebrated the glory of their forefathers, 
were mingled with their fierce and diflbnant out. 
cries; and oppofed to the artificial harmony of 

s* Sifttim vt accenfi malleoli. I have ufed the literal fenfe of 
real torches or beacons : but I almoft AifpeA, that it is only one of 
thofe toigid mefsphors, thofe falfe omameotSy that perpetually dis* 
figfifv tbt ftyle of Ammianus. 

the 
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fhe Roman fhout. Some military '(kill tvas dir- chap. 

XXVI 

played by Fritigern to gain the advantage of a 
commanding eminence ; but the bloody confliO:, 
ivhtch began and ended with the light, was main- 
tained, on eithef fide, by the perfonal and ob-^ 
ilinate efforts of ftrength, valour, and agility. 
The legions of Armenia fupported their fame in 
arms ; but they were oppreffed by the irrefiftible 
weight of the hoftile multitude : the left wing of 
the Romans was thrown into diforder, and thd 
field was ftrewed with their mangled carcaffes. 
This partial defeat was balanced, however, by 
partial fuccefs; and when the two armies, at a 
late hour of the evening, retreated to their re- 
fyc&he camps, neither of them could claim the 
honours, or the effefl«, of a decifive viftory,- 
The real lofs T^^as more feverely felt by the Ro^ 
mans, in proportion to the fmallnefs of theit* 
numbers ; but the Goths were fo deeply con- 
founded and difmayed by this vigorous, and^.per-'' 
haps unexpefted, refiftance, 'that they remained 
feven days within the circle of their fortifications^ 
Such funeral rites, as the cifcumftances of time 
and place would admit, were pioufly difcharged 
to fome officers of diftinguiflied rank; but the 
indifcriminate vulgar was left unburied on the 
plain. Their flefh was greedily devoured by the- 
birds of prey, who, in that age, enjoyed very 
frequent and delicious feafts ; and fcveral years . 
afterwards the white and naked bones, which 
covered the wide extent of the fields, prefented 

9 ^^ 
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CHAP, to the eyes of Ammianus, a dreadful montnneiit 
v-^,-^ of the battle of Salices •*. 

Uoion of The progrefs of the Goths had been checked 
with the by the doubtful event of that bloody day ; and 
SftT&c^" the Imperial generals, wHofe army would have 
been confumed by the reperition of fuch a con- 
tefty embraced the more rational plan, of deftroy- 
ing the Barbarians, by the wants and preflure 
of their own multitudes. They prepared to con- 
fine the Vifigoths in the narrow angle of lapd, 
between the Danube, the defert of Scythia, and 
the mountains of Hasmus, till their (Irength and 
fpirit ihould be infenfibly wafted by the inevi- 
table operation of famine. The deHgn was pro- 
lecuted with fome condud and fuccefs ; the 
Barbarians had almoft exhaufted their own ma- 
gazines, and the harvefts of the country ; and the 
diligence of Saturninus, the mafter-general of the 
cavalry, was employed to improve the ftrength, 
and to contraft the extent, of the Roman for- 
tifications. His labours were interrupted by the 
alarming intelligence, that new fwarms of Bar- 
barians had paflfed the unguarded Danube, eith^ 
to fupport the caufe, or to imitate the example, 
of Fritigern. The juft apprehenlion, that x^^ 
himrelf might be furrounded, and overwhelmed, 
by the arms of hoilile and unknown nations, 

** Indicant mine ufque tlbentes ofTihus campi* Ammian. xxxi. 
7. TIra hiflorian might bare viewed thelc plains, either aa a Co\d\tr, 
orata tinveller. But his mode fly has fupprcffed the adYCDtures of 
bis own life rubfeqiient to the Perfian wars of Conilantiui and Ju« 
lian. We are ignorant of me time when be quitted the fervice and 
retired to Rome, where he appears to ha?e comitoftd bis Hiftory of 
bit Own Times. 

8 com* 
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totnpelled Satuminus to relinquilh the fiege of ^ xjcvu* 
the Gothic camp: and the indignant Vifigoths, 
breaking from their confinement, fatiated their 
hunger and revenge, by the repeated devaftatioxi 
of the fruitful country, which extends above three 
hundred miles from the banks of the Danube to 
the ftreights of the Hellefpont *\ The fagacious 
Fritigern had /uccefsfully appealed to the paf- 
fions, as well as to the intered, of his Barbarian 
allies ; and the love of rapine, and the hatred of 
Rome, feconded, or even prevented, the elo- 
quence of his ambaifadors. He cemented a ftri£t 
and ufeful alliance with the great body of his 
countrymen, who obeyed Alatheus and Saphrax 
as the guardians of their infant king: the long 
animofity of rival tribes was fufpended by the 
fenfe of their common intereft ; the independent 
part of the nation was affociated under one (land- 
ard J and the chiefs of the Oftrogoths appear to 
have yielded to the fuperior genius of the general 
of the Vifigoths. He obtained the formidable 
aid of the Taifalae, whofe military renown was 
difgraced and polluted by the public infamy of 
their domeftic manners. Every youth, on his 
entrance into the world, was united by the ties 
of honourable friendfhip, and brutal love, to fome 
warrior of the tribe; nor could he hope to be 
releafed from this unnatural connexion, till he 
had approved his manhoo(J, by flaying, in fingle 
combat, a huge bear, or a wild boar of the fo« 
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CHAP, feft •♦. But the moft powerful auxiliaries of the 
%-^,*--^ Goths were drawn from the camp of thofe ene- 
tnics who had expelled them from their native 
feats. The loofe fubordination, and extenCvc 
pofleffions, of the Huns and the Alani, delayed 
the conqueds, and didrafied the councils, of 
that vkilorious people. Several of the hordt were 
allured by the liberal promifes of Fritigern ; and 
the rapid cavalry of Scyihia, added weight and 
energy to the fteady and ftrenuous efforts of the 
Gothic infantry. The Sarmatians, who could 
never forgive the fucceffor of Valentinian, enjoy- 
ed and mcreafed the general confufion ; and a 
feafonable irruption of the Alemanni, into the 
provinces of Gaul, engaged the attention, and 
diverted the forces, of the emperor of the Weft *'. 
viaoryof One of the moft dangerous incpnvenieacies of 
^er the ^^^ introduftion of the Barbarians into the army 
Aiemtnni, and the palace, was fenfibly felt in their cor- 
j^ayl^^ * refpondence with their hoftile countrymen; to 
'^hdm they imprudently, or malicioufly, revealed 
the weaknefs of the Roman empire. A foldier, 
of the life-guards of Gratian, was of the nation 

•♦ Hanc Taifalorum gentein turpem, et obfcenac Titr fligitiis ita 
accipimtts merfams ut «pad eos nefandi coTicubTt&$ fcsviere copu* 
Icntur msres puberet, «tiitii vhiduatrm in eorom pollutis ufibits 
confumpfuri. Porro, fi qui jam adult as aprum exccperit folur, vei 
inferemit urfinn immanem, colluvione liberautr incelti. Ammian. 
iixxi. 9. Among the Gierks likewife, more cfpecially among ihf 
Cretans, the holy bands of fncndfliip were coiifirmei!» and fuUicd, 
by unnammt love. 

^5 Ammian. zxxl. 8, 9. Jerom (torn. i. p. 96.) enumerates the 
DDfionfcf and marks a calaniitous period of twenty years, Thts 
epiftic to Heliodoius was compoied in the year 397 (Tillemont, 
Mem. EccUf. tom. xii. p. ^450* 
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t( the Alemanni, and of the tribe of the Len- ^^^^* 
tienfes, who dwelt beyond the lake of Conftance. 
Some domeftic bufinefs obliged him to requeft a 
leaTe of abfence. In a £hort vi(it to hi^ family 
and friendS) he was expofed to their eurions in- 
quiries ; and the vanity of the loquacious foldier 
tempted him to difplay bis intimate acquaint- 
ance with the fecrets of the (late, and the deHgns 
of his mafter. The intelligence, that G.ratian 
was preparing to lead the military force of Gaul, 
and of the Weft, to the ailiftance of his uncle 
Valens, pointed out to the refllefs fpfrit of the 
Alemanni, the moment, smd the mode, of 2t fuc- 
cefsfbl invafion. The enterprife of fome light 
detachments, who, itk the month of February, 
paffed the Rhine upon the ice, was the prelude 
of a ntore important wan The bpldeft hopes of 
rapine, perh^s of conqueft, outweighed the con- 
fideradons of timid prudence, or national faith. 
Every fbreft, . and every village, poured forth 
a ba&d of hardy adventurers; and the great 
army of the Alemanni, which, on their approach, 
was eflimated at forty thoufand men by the fears 
of the people, was afterwards magnified to the 
number of feventy thoufand, by the vain and 
credulous flattery of the Imperial court. The^ 
legions, which had been ordered to march into 
Pannonia, were immediately recalled, or detained, 
for the defence of Gaul ; the military command 
was divided between Nanienus and Mellobaudes ; 
and the youthful emperor, though he refpeded 
the long experience and fobcr wifdom of the for- 
YoL. IV. Dd mer. 
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CHAP, nier, was much more inclined to admire, and to 

XXVI. 

^^.^^^ follow, the martial ardour of his colleague; who 
was allowed to unite the incompatible charaders 
of count of the domeftics, and of king of the 
Franks. His riViil Priarius, king of the Ale- 
raanni, was guided, or rather impelled, by the 
fame headftrong valour j and as their troops were 
animated by the fpirit of their leaders, they met, 
they faw, they encountered, each other, near the 
town of Argentaria, or Colmar '% in the plains 
of Alface. The glory of the day was juftly 
afcribed to the * miiTile weapons, and well-prac- 
tifed evolutions, of the Roman foldierK : the Ale- 
manni, who long maintained their ground, were 
flaughtered with unrelenting fury : five thoufand 
only of the Barbarians efcaped to the woods and 
zpountains ; and the glorious death of their king 
on the field of battle, favcd him from the re- 
proaches of the people, who are always difpofed 
to accufe the jufUce, or policy, of an unfuece(£- 
ful war. After this fignal viftory, which fecured 
the peace of Gaul, and aiTerted the honour of the 
Roman arms, the emperor Gratian appeared to 
proceed without delay on his Eaftern expedition ; 
but as he approached the confines of the Ale- 
manni, he fuddenly inclined to the hft, furprifed 
them by his unexpefted pafi^ge of the Rhine, and 
boldly advanced into, the heart of their country* 

"^ The field of battle, jirgentaria^ or Argent fiv^ria, i$ accontely 
fixed by M. d'Anvillc (Notice de rAncicnne Gaul, p. 96—99.) 
Rf twency-three Gallic leagues, or thirty-four and a half RoiDaii 
inile9, to the fouih of Str&iburg, From its ruin* the adjacent towm 
oi C*hi0r has arifen. 
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The Barbarians oppofed to his progrefs the ob- 
ftacles of nature and of courage ; and ftiU con- 
tinued to retreat from one hill to another, till 
they were fatisfied, by repeated trials, of the 
power and perfeverance of their enemies. Their 
fubmiffion was accepted, as a proof, not indeed 
of their fincere repentance, but of their aftual 
diftrefs ; and a feleft number of their brave and 
robuft youth was exafted from the faithlefs na- 
tion, as the nioft fubftantial pledge of their future 
moderation. The fubjefts of the empire, who 
had fo often experienced that the Alemanni 
could neither be fubdued by arms, nor reftrained 
by treaties, might not promife themfelves any 
folid or lading tranquillity : but they difcovered, 
in the virtues of their young fovereign, the pro- 
fpeft of a long and aufpicious reign. When the 
legions climbed the mountains, and fcaled the 
fortifications, of the Barbarians, the valour of 
Gratian was diftinguiflied in the foremoft ranks; 
and the gilt and variegated armour of his guards 
was pierced and ihattered by the blows, which 
they had received in their conftant attachment 
to the perfon of their fovereign. At the age of 
nineteen, the fon of Valentinian feemed to pof- 
fefs the talents of peace and war; and his per- 
fonal fuccefs againft the Alemanni was interpreted 
as a fure prefage of his Gothic triumphs ^\ 

«7 The full and impartial narrative of Ammlanus (xxxi. lo.) 
may ilerive fome additional light from the Kpitome of Victor, the 
Chronicle of Jerom, and the Hiftory of Orcfius (I. vii. c. 33. p. 55». 
edit. Havercamp). 
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^3cxvi^* While Gratian deferved and enjoyed the ap- 
^— /— ^ plaufe of his fubjeds, the emperor Valens, who, 
mtlaiM *^ length, had removed his court and army from 
againft the Antioch, was received by the people of Conftan- 
A.D/378. tinople as the author of the public calamity* 
May 30— Before he had repofed himfelf ten days in the 
capital, he was urged, by the licentious clamours 
of the Hippodrome, to march againft the Bar- 
barians, whom he had invited into his dotninions: 
and the citizens, who are always brave at a 
diftance from any real danger, declared, with 
confidence, that, if they were fupplied with arm8« 
they alone would undertake to deliver the pro- 
vince from the ravages of an infulting foe"** 
The vain reproaches of an ignorant multitude 
haftened the downfal of the Roman empire; they 
provoked the defperate rafhnefs of Valens ; who 
did not find, either in his reputation, or in hia 
mind, any mptives to fupport with firmnef^; the 
public contempt. He was foon perfuaded, by 
the fuccefsful atchievements of his lieutenants, to 
defpife the power of the Gotha, who, by the 
diligence of Fritigern, were now colledled in the 
neighbourhood of Hadrianqple. The march of 
the Taifalae had been intercepted by the valiant 
Frigerid} the king of thofe licentious Barhan 
rians was fiain in battle ; and the fuppliant cap* 
tives were fent into diftant exile to cultivate the 
lands of Italy, which were affigned for their fet- 
tlement, in the vacant territories of Modena aod 

8* Moraius paucifltmos dies, ft ditione popularium Icvium pulftit* 
Ammian. xxxi. tt. Socrates (U if* €• )8.) fuppliet the dates and 
foD« circttoiftances* 
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Parma \ The exploits of Sebaftian ^, who was ^ «^^^p- 
recently engaged in the fervice of Valens, and 
promoted to the rank of mafter-general of the 
infantry, were ftill more honourable to himfelf, 
and ufeful to the republic. He obtained the 
permiffion of felefting three hundred foldiers from 
each of the legions ; and this feparate detach- 
ment foon acquired the fpirit of difcipline, and 
the exercife of arms, which were almoft forgot- 
ten under the reign of Valens. By the vigour 
and conduct of Sebaftian, a large body of the 
Goths was furprifed in their camp : and the im- 
menfe fpoil, which was recovered from their 
hands, filled the city of Hadrianople, and the ad- 
jacent plain. The fplendid narratives, which the 
general tranfmitted of his own exploits, alarmed 
the Imperial court by the appearance of fuperior 
merit; and though he cautioufly infided on the 
difficulties of the Gothic war, his valour was 
praifed, his advice was rejeded ; and Valens, 
who liftened with pride and pleafure to the flat- 
tering fuggeftions of the eunuchs of the palace, 
was impatient to feize the glory of an eafy and 

^9 Vivofqiie onincs circa Mutinatn, Regiumque, et Parmam, Ita- 
Jica oppida, ruio culturos exterminavit. Ammiaaut» xxxi. 9. 
Thore cities and diftri^li, about ten years after the c€>lony of the 
Taifale, appear in a ?ery defolate ftate. See Mur^toriy Diflertazioni 
fiipra leAnticbiia Italiana, torn. i. Di/Tertat. xxi. p. 354>- 

90 Ammian. xxxi. 11. Zofimiis, I. iv. p. aiS— 130. The latier 
expatiates on the defultory exploits of Sebaftian, and difp.itches, 
in a few Iroes* the important battle of Hadrianople. According 
to the ecclefiaftical critics, who bate Sebaftian, the praife of ZoCi» 
mbt it d (gr^ct ( rillemont, Hift. des Empereiirs, torn* v* p. i»t.)« 
His prejudice and ignorance undoubtedly render him a veryquef. 
tioaaiile judge of merit* 
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CHAP, aflured conqueft. His army was itrengthened 
hty a numerous reinforcement of veterans ; and 
his march from Conftantinople to Hadrianople 
was conduced with fo much military {kill, that 
he prevented the adivity of the Barbarians, who 
defigned to occupy the intermediate defiles, and 
to intercept either the troops themfelves, or their 
convoys of provifions. The camp of Valens, 
which he pitched under the walls of Hadrianople, 
was fortified, according to the practice of the Ro- 
mans, with a ditch and rampart ; and a mofl 
important council was fummoned, to decide the 
fate of the emperor and of the enxpire. The 
party of reafon and of delay was flrenuoufly main- 
tained by Viftor, who had corredted, by the lef- 
fons of experience, the native fiercenefs of the 
Sarmatian charafter; while Sebaftian, with the 
flexible and obfequious eloquence of a courtier, 
reprefented every precaution, and every meafure, 
that implied a doubt of immediate vidlory, as 
unworthy of the courage and majefty of their in- 
vincible monarch. The ruin of Valens was pre- 
cipitated by the deceitful arts of Fritigern, and 
the prudent admonitions of the emperor of the 
Weft. The advantages of negociating in the 
midft of war, were perfedlly underftood by the 
general of the Barbarians ; and a Chriftian eccle- 
fiaftic was difpatched,^ as the holy minifter of 
peace, to penetrate, and to perplex, the councils^ 
of the enemy. The misfortunes, as well as the 
provocations, of the Gothic nation, were forcibly 
and truly defcribed by their ambaffador; who 
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protefted, in th.e name of Fritigem, that he was ^J^^j^* 
ftill difpofed to lay down his arms, or to employ v,-— v-*--' 
them only in the defence of the empire; if he 
could fecure, for his wandering countrymen, a 
tranquil fettlement on the wafte lands of Thrace, 
and a fufEcient allowance of corn and cattle. 
But he added, in a wbifper of confidential friend- 
fhip, that the exafperated Barbarians were averfe 
to thefe reafonable conditions; and, that Friti- 
gern was doubtful whether he could accomplilh 
tbe conclufion of the treaty, unlefs he found him- 
fdf fupported by the prefence, and terrors, of an 
Imperial army. About the fame time. Count 
Richomer returned from the Weft, to announce 
tlie defeat and fubmiffion of the Alemanni, to 
inform Valens, that his nephew advanced by 
rapid marches at the head of th6 veteran and 
viftorious legions of Gaul; and. to requeft, in 
the name of Gratian and of the republic, that 
every dangerous and decifive meafure might be 
fufpended, till the junftion of the two emperors 
ihould enfure the fuccefs of the Gothic war. But 
the feeble fovereign of the Eaft was actuated only 
by the fatal illufions of pride and jealoufy. He 
difdained the importunate advice ; he rejefted 
the humiliating aid ; he fecretly compared the 
ignominious, or at leaft the inglorious, period of 
his own reign, with the fame of a beardlefs youth j 
and Valens rulhed into the field, to ereft his ima- 
ginary trophy, before the diligence of his col- 
league could ufurp any (hare of the triumphs of 
the day. 
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Battle of 
Hiuliiano- 
pif, 

A.D. 378, 
Aug. 9th. 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 

On the nimh of Auguft, a day which h»s de« 

fervol to be marked among the moft inaufpidous 

of the Roman Calendar^', the emperor Valens, 

leaving, under a ftrong guard, bis baggage and 

military treafure, marched from Hadrianople to 

attack the Goths, who were encamped about 

twelve miles from the city *\ By fome mUlake 

of the orders, or fome ignorance of the ground, 

the right vving, or column of cavalry, arrived m 

fight of the enemy, whilft the left was ftill at a 

conflderable diftance; the Ibldiers were ccmh* 

pelled, in the fultry heat of fummer, to preci* 

pitate their pace ; and the line of battle was 

formed with tedious confufion, and irregular 

delay. The Gothic cavalry had been detached 

. to forage in the adjacent country ; and Friti* 

gern ftill continued to pradife his cultomary arts. 

He difpatched meflengers of peace, made pro« 

pofals, required hoftages, and wafted the hours, 

till the Romans, expofed without flielter to the 

burning rays of the fun, were exhaufted by third, 

hunger, and intolerable fatigue. The emperor 

was perfuaded to fend an amballador to the Go« 

thic camp ; the zeal of Richomer, who alone had 

courage to accept the dangerous commillion. 



9> Ammlamis (xxxi. i2« 13.) almoft alone defcrtbes the councils 
and aclions which were lermiiiated by the fatal battle of Hadmnople, 
We miglic cenfure the victs of his (tyle, the iiiioixJer and perpWxUy of 
bis niiTrttive : but we inu/t now take itave of this impartial hiAorian j 
ana reproach is fileoced by our re<;ret ^or fucb an irreparable lofs. 

9» Tlie difference of the eight miles of Ammianus. and the twelve 
of Ittaiiuii, can only embarrafs thofe critics ( Valefius ad loc.}, who 
fuiipol'c a great army to be a mathcnuiti^al point, without ipace or 
dimcntioiis. 
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was applauded : and the count of the domeftics, ^ ^y^' 
adorned with the fplendid enfigns of his dignity, ^^^^>t^'»^ 
had proceeded fome way in the fpace between the 
two aniiies, wheii he was fuddenly recalled by 
the alarm of battle. The hafty and imprudent 
attack was made by' Bacurius the Iberian, who 
commanded a body of archers and targetteers; 
and as they advanced with rafhnefs, they retreat* 
ed with I0& and difgrace. In the fame moment, 
the flying fquadrons of Alatheus and Saphrax, 
whofe return was anxiouily expeded by the ge» 
neral of the Goths, defcended like a whirlwind 
from the hills, fwept acrofs the plain, and added 
new terrors to the tumultuous, but irreiiftible, 
charge of the Barbarian hoft. The event of the 
battle of Hadrianople, fo fatal to Valens and to 
the empire, may be defcribed in a few words: 
die Roman cavalr)' fled ; the infantry was aban- The defeat 
doned, furrounded^ and cut in pieces. The ®^ ^^^ *^ 
molt flcilful evolutbns, the firmed courage, are 
fcarcely fufiident to extricate a body of foot, 
encompafied, on an open plain, by fuperior 
numbers of horfe: but the troops of Valens, 
opprefled by the weight of the enemy and their 
own fears, were crowded into a narrow fpace, 
where it was impoIQble for them to extend their 
ranks, or even to ufe, with effed, their fwords 
and javelins. In the midft of tumult, of flaugh- 
ter, and of difmay, the emperor, deferted by his 
guards, and wounded, as it was fuppofed, with 
an arrow, fought prote^on among the Lancearii 
^nd the Mattiarii, who ftill maintained their 
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^'xvi^' ground with fome appearance of order and firm- 
^— /-*1^ nefs. His faithful generals, Trajan and Viftor, 
ix^ho perceived his danger, loudly exclaimed, that 
all was loft, * unlefs the perfon of the emperor 
could be faved* Some troops, animated by their 
exhortation, advanced to his relief: they found 
only a bloody fpot, covered with a heap of broken 
arms and mangled bodies, without being able 
to difcover their unibrtunate prince, either among 
the living, or the dead. Their fearch could not 
indeed be fuccefsful, if there is any truth in the 
circumftances with which fome hiftorians have 
Death of '^l^ted the death of the emperor. By the care 
the empe. of his attendants, Valens was removed from the 
iield of battle to a neighbouring cottage, where 
they attempted to drefs his wound, and to pro* 
vide for his future fafety. But this humble retreat 
was inftantly furrounded by the enemy : they 
tried to force the door ; they were provoked by 
a difcharge of arrows from the roof, till at 
length, impatient of delay, they fet fire to a pile 
of dry faggots, and confumed the cottage with 
the Roman emperor and his train. Valens pe- 
rifhed in the flames ; and a youth, who dropt from 
the window, alone efcaped, to atteft the melan- 
choly tale, and to inform the Goths of the in- 
eilimable prize which they had loft by their own 
ralhnefs. A great number of brave and diftin- 
guifhed ofEcers perifhed in the battle of Hadri- 
anople, which equalled, in the adual lofs, and 
far furpaffed, in the fatal confequences, the mif- 
fortune which Rome had formerly fuftained in the 
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fields of Cannas '*. Two mafter-eenerals of the c h a p. 

XXVI, 

cavalry and infantry, two great officers of the .-^-s/w 
palace, and thirty-five tribunes, were found 
among the flain; and the death of Sebaftian 
might fatisfy the world, that he was the viftim, 
as well as the author, of the public calamity. 
Above two-thirds of the Roman army were de- 
(Iroyed: and the darknefs of the night was ef- 
teemed a very favourable circumftance; as it 
ferved to conceal the flight of the multitude, and 
to proted: the more orderly retreat of Viftor and 
Richomer, who alone, amidft the general con- 
fternation, maintained the advantage of calm 
courage, and Regular difcipline **. 

While the impreflions of grief and terror were Funeral 
ftill recent in the minds of men, the moft cele- vaicnsand 
brated rhetorician of the age corapofed the funeral his army, 
oration of a vanquifhed army, and of an un- 
popular prince, whofe throne was already occu- 
pied by a ftranger. " There are not wanting,** 
lays the candid Libanius, " thofe who arraign 

91 Nee ulla, annalibus, prater Cannenfem pugnam ita ad inter- 
necioncm re« legiiur gefta. Animian. xxxi. 13. According to the 
grave Polybius, no more than ^70 hoiTe, and 3000 foot, efciped 
i'lom the. field of Cannae : 10,000 were made pril'oners ; and tUe 
number of the flain amounted to 5630 hoi fe, and 70,000 foot (Po- 
lyb. 1. iii. p. 371. edij. Cafaubon, in 8vo. Livy (xxii. 49.) is 
foroewhat lefs bloody : he iliughiers only 2700 horfe, and 40,000 
foot. The Roman army was I'uppofcd to confdt of 87,200 tfFec- • 
live men (xxii. 36.). 

9* We have gained fomc faint light from Jerom (torn. i. p. 16, 
and in Chron. p. 188.), Viftor (in Epitome), Orofius (1. vii. 
c* 33* P* 554")> Jornandes (c, 27.)* Zofimus (I. iv. p. 230.), So- 
crates (I. iv, c. 38.), Sozomen (1. vi. c. 40.), Idatius (in Chron.). 
But their united evidence, if weighed agtinlt Amthianus alone, is 
light and unfublUntial. 
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^xxY^' ** ^^® prudence of the emperor, or who impute 
the public misfortune to the want of courage 
•• and difcipline in the troops. For my own part, 
•* I reverence the memory of their former ex- 
" ploits: I reverence the glorious death, which 
•* they bravely received, (landing, and fighting 
•* in their ranks : I reverence the field of battle, 
•* ftained with tbeir blood, and the blood of the 
** Barbarians. Thofe honourable marks have 
" been already waflied away by the rains; but 
" the lofty monuments of their bones, the bones 
" of generals, of centurioAs, and of valiant war- 
•♦ riors, claim a longer period of duration. The 
♦• king himfelf fought and fell in the foremoft 
** ranks of the battle. His attendants prefented 
♦* him with the fleeteft horfes of the Imperial 
^^ ftable, that would foon have carried him be* 
** yond the purfuit of the enemy. They vainly 
*• preffed him to refer ve his important life for the 
** future fervice of the republic. He ftill declar- 
" cd that he was unworthy to furvive fo many 
^ of the braved and moft faithful of his fubje&s ; 
*• and the monarch was nobly buried under a 
** mountain of the flain. Let none, therefore, 
*• prefume to afcribe the vidory of the Barba* 
" rians to the fear, the weaknefs, or the impru- 
*• dence, of the Roman troops. The chiefs and 
" the foldiers were animated by the virtue of 
^' their ancedors, whom they equalled in dif- 
** cipline, and the arts of war. Their generous 
** emulation was fupportcd by the love of glory, 
*^ which prompted them to contend at the fame 
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** time with heat and thirft, with fire and the ^"xvr* 

** fword ; and cheerfully to embrace an honour- « ■— ^^^w 

*^ able death, as their refuge againft flight and in- " 

** famy. The indignation of the gods ha$ been the 

** only caufe of the fuccefs of our enemies/' The 

truth of hiftory may difclaim fome parts of this 

panegyric, which cannot ftridly be reconciled with 

the charafter of Valens, or the circumftances of 

the battle : but the faired commendation is due to 

the eloquence, and ftill more to the generofity, of 

the fophift of Antioch •'. 

The pride of the Goths was elated by this me-r TheGotbt 

morable viftory; but their avarice was difap* ^S- 

pointed by the mortifying difcovery, that the "^1^ 

richcft part of the Imperial fpoil had been withia 

the walls of Hadrianople. They haftened to pof- 

fefs the reward of their valour ; but they were 

encountered by the remains of a vanquiihed army^ 

with an intrepid refolution, which was the effed 

of their defpair, and the only hope of their fafety« 

The walls of the city, and the ramparts of the 

adjacent camp, were lined with military engines^ 

that threw ftones of« an enormous weight ; and 

aftonifhed the ignorant Barbarians by the noifct 

^d velocity, ftill mere than by the real eiFe6:$, 

of the difcharge. The foldiers, the citizens, the 

provincials, the domeftics of the palace, were 

united in the danger, and in the defence: the 

furious aflfauli of the Goths was repulfed; their 

fecret arts of treachery and treafon were difcover- 

9S Libanius de ulcifcend. Julian, Necc, c. |. in Fabricius, Bi^ 
bUac. Grirc. tooi*. vii. p. 146— 14S-. 

ed; 
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CHAP, cd ; and, after an obftinate conflict of many hours, 
they retired to their tents; convinced, by expe- 
rience, that it would be far more advifeable to 
obferve the treaty, which their fagacious leader 
had tacitly ftipulated with the fortifications of 
great and populous cities. After the hafty and 
impolitic maflacre of three hundred defcrters, an 
aft of juftice extremely ufeful to the difcipliiie of 
the Roman armies, the Goths indignantly raifed 
the fiege of Hadrianople. The fcene of war and 
tumult was inftantly converted into a filent foli- 
tude: the multitude fuddenly difappeared; the 
fccret paths of the woods and mountains were 
marked with the footrteps of the trembling fugi- 
tives, who fought a refuge in the diftant cities 
of Illyricum and Macedonia: and the faithful 
officers of the houfehold, and the treafury, cau- 
tioufly proceeded in fearch of the emperor, of 
whofe death they were ftill ignorant. The tide 
of the Gothic inundation rolled from the walls 
of Hadrianople to the fuburbs of Conftantinople. 
The Barbarians were furprifed with the fplendid 
appearance of the capital of •the Eaft, the height 
and extent of the walls, the myriads of wealthy 
and affrighted citizens who crowded the ram- 
parts, and the various profpeft of the fea and 
land. While they gazed with hopelefs delire on 
the inacceflible beauties of Conftantinople, a fally 
was made from one of the gates by a party of 
Saracens ^% who had been fortunately engaged 

in 

¥» Valens had gained, or ratlier purchafed, the friendfliip of the 
Saraccnsj whofe vexatious inroads were felt on ihe borders of Phoe- 

niciaj 
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in 'the fcrvice ofValens. The cavalry of Scythia ^^^y.^' 
was forced to yield to the admirable fwiftnefs and v^^. 
fpirit of the Arabian horfes ; their riders were 
fkilled in the evolutions of irregular war ; and the 
Northern Barbarians were aftoniflied, and dif- 
mayed, by the inhuman ferocity of the Barbarians 
of the South. A Gothic foldier was flain by the 
dagger of an Arab ; and the hairy, naked favage, 
applying his lips to the wound, exprefled a hor-. 
rid delight, while he fucked the blood of his 
vanquiflied enemy **\ The army of the Goths, 
laden with the fpoils of the wealthy fuburbs, and 
the adjacent territory, flowly moved, from the 
Bofphorus, to , the mountains .which form the 
weftern boundary of Thrace. ^ The important 
pafs of Succi was betrayed by the fear, or the 
mifconduft, of Maurus ; and the Barbarians, who 
no longer had any refiftance to apprehend from 
the fcattered and vanquifhed troops of the Eafl,, 
fpread themfelves over the face of a fertile and 
cultivated country, as far as the confines of Italy, 
and the Hadriatic Sea |". 

nicia, Pale(line» aod Egypt. The Chriftian faith had heen tatel/ 
introduced amoBg a people, referved, in a futnre age, to propagnt^ 
another reiigion (Ttllemont, Uift. des Bmpereurs, tom. v. 'p. Y04. ^ 
306. x«i. Menu ^ccit£..toin. vii. p. 593). * . 

97 Crinitus qoidain, nudus omnia praeter puhem, fiibraucuni et- 
logubre llrepens. Ammian. xxxi. i6. and Valef. ad loc. The 
Ai^» often fovgjbt.aatked $ a cuftom which may be afcribed to their 
fuUiy climate, and o&entatiouft bravery. The dcfcription of this un- 
known favage is the lively portrait of Derar, a name fo dicaiiful to 
the Chfittians of Syria, See Ockley*s Hift. of the Saracens, vol. i. 
p. 7«i 84.. 87. 

9^ The feries of events may ftill be traced in the laft pages of 

^Anan>^^>*u* (xxxi. 15, j6.). Zofimus (1. iv. p. 227. t3T.), whom' 

yf9 ?re now reduced to cherilh, mifplaces the fally ot the Arabs' 

before the death of Valejis. Eunapius (in Excerpt. Legation, p. ad.) 

praifes the fertility of Thrace, Macedonia, &c. 

14 The 
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CHAP. The Romans, who fo coolly, and fo condfelf^ 
^— -^.^^ mention the afts oijufiice which were exercifed 
Zi'**^he' ^y ^^^ legions •% referve their compafiiosi, and 
Koman their eloquence, for their own fufferiiligs, when 
Sld^jtV, ^^ provinces were invaded, and defokted, by 
S79* the arms of the fuccefsful Barbarians. The fim- 

ple circumftantial narrative (did fuch a narrative 
exift) of the ruin of a fingle town, of the mif- 
fortunes of a fmgle family ""% might exhibit an 
hiterefting and inftrudive pidure of human man- 
ners: but the tedious repetition of vague and 
declamatory complaints would fatigue the atten* 
tion of the mofl: patient reader. The fame cen- 
fure may be applied, though not perhaps in an 
equal degree, to the prophane, and the eccle- 
lisLftical, writers of this unhappy period ; that 
their minds were inflamed by popular and reli- 
gious animofity ; and, that the true fise and 
colour of every object is falfified by the exag* 
gerations of their corrupt eloquence. The vehe- 
ment Jerom **' might juftly deplore the calamides 

99 Obfenre with how much inchfTcrence Ciefar re1alcc» in tbe 
Commcmaries of the Gallic war| j&af he pot to death the whole 
fenate of the Veiieti, who had- yielded to hie mercy (iit, t<.) $ thm he 
laboured to eitirpatt the whole nation of the Bburoiiea (W. 31.); 
abtf forty thouiand pcrfoua weie maibered at Bourges 1^ the juft 
levenge of hia foldiers, who fparcd neither a;^ nor.tfex (vii. ay ), &c. 

*— Soch are the accounts of the fack of Magdehorgh* by the 
•ccleTiaftic and tbe fiiherman wiiich Mr. Harts kaa mufenbed (Hift. 
of Guftarus Adoiphua, vol. i. p. $13*— sao.)* with foiae a|»preheB« 
6on of violating tbe Sgnity of hifiory. 

■01 Et vaftatit urbibus, hofninibofque interfiilH#, folitmlSiiem ct 
rmtatm hefiianim qitoque fieri, «f volsHn$m, fffimmfms teiia UlyricttMf 
eft, teftis Thracia, tcftia in qyo onus fom foloaB (Fannooia) j ubi 
prater coeluni ajt teiTam, er crefcentea veprea, ec coodetiTa fytirania 
tmBAperitrttm. Tom. vii, p. %^q^ ad i. Cap. topboifiat$ mmliom. 
i« p. a$« 

mfliaed 
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Inflided by the Goths» and their barbarous allies, 
on his native country of Pannonia, and the wide 
extent of the provinces, from the walls of Con- 
ilantinople to the foot of the Julian Alps ; the 
rapes, the maflacres, the conflagrations ; and, 
above all, the profanation of the churches, that 
were turned into (tables, and the contemptuous 
treatment of the relics of holy martyrs. But the 
Saint IS furely tranfported beyond the limits of 
nature and hiftory, when he affirms, ^' that, in 
** thofe dcfert countries, nothing was left except 
^' the Iky and the earth ; that, after the deflruc- 
•* tion of the cities, and the extirpation of the 
^* human race, the land was overgrown with 
^' thick forefts, and inextricable brambles ; and 
*^ that the univerfal defolation, announced by the 
** prophet Zephaniah, was accompliihed, in the 
** fcarcity of the beafts, the birds, and even of 
•* the filh.** Thefe complaints were pronounced 
about twenty years after the death of Valens ; and 
the Ulyrian provinces, which were conftantly ex* 
pofed to the invafion and paffage of the Barba- 
rians, dill continued, after a calamitous period 
of ten centuries, to fupply new materials for ra- 
pine and deftruAion. Could it even be fuppofed, 
that a large traft of country had been left with- 
out cultivation aqd without inhabitants, the 
confequences might not have been fo fatal to the 
inferior productions of animated nature. The 
ufeful and feeble animals, which are nouri(hed by 
the hand of man, might fuffer and perifli, if they 
were deprived of his protection; but the beafts 
Vol. IV. Ee of 
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.CHAP, of the foreft, his enemies, or his vi£kims, worii 
r^^^^' multiply in the free and undifturbed poffeffion of 
their folitary domain. The various tribes that 
people the air, or the waters, are ftiU lefs connefted 
with the fate of the human fpecies; and it k 
highly probable, that the filh of the Danube would 
have felt more terror and drftrefs, from the ap- 
proach of a voracious pike, than from the hoftile 
inroad of a Gothic army. ' 
M^fTacre Whatever may have been the juft meafurc of 
?hic*'v^?h ^^^ calamities of Europe, there was reafon to 
ia Afia, fcar that the fame calamities would fooo extend 
'^^ ' to the peaceful countries of Afia, The fons of 
the Goths had been judicioufly diftributed through 
the cities of the Eaft ; and the arts of education 
were employed to polifh, and fubdue, the na- 
tive fiercenefs of their temper. In the fpace of 
about twelve years, their numbers had continually 
increafed; and the children, who, in the firft 
emigration, were fent over the Hellefpont, had 
attained, with rapid groAvth, the ftrength and 
fpirit of perfedl manhood '*^*. It was impoffible 
to conceal from their knowledge the events of 
the Gothic war ; and, as thofe daring youths had 
not ftudied the language of diffimulation, they 
betrayed their wifli, their defire, perhaps their 
intention, to emulate the glorious example of 
their fathers. The danger of the times feemed 
to juftify the jealous fufpicions of the provincials ; 

»<5» F.uoapiut (Jn Excerpt. Legat. p. ao.) fooliftily fuppofes a 
praetematural growth of the young Goths j that he may introduce 
Cadirtus's armed men, who Iprung from the dragon*S tctt&i &«• 
Such was the Greek eloqucDce of the times. 

and 
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«nd thefe fulpicions were admitted as unqueftion* ^ xxvif* 
able evidence^ that the Goths of Afia had formed 
a fecret and dangerous confpiracy againft the 
public fafety. The death of Valens had left 
the Ealb without a fovereign ; and Julius, who 
filled the important flation of mafter-general of 
the troops, with a high reputation of diligence 
and .ability, thought it his duty to confult the 
fenate of Conftantinople ; which he corifidered^ 
during the vacancy of the throne, as the repre- 
fentative council of the nation. As fodn as he 
had obtained the difcretionary power of acting ai 
he ihould judge moil expedient for the good of 
the republic^.he alfembled the principal officers; 
and privately concerted effeftual meafures for the 
execution of his bloody defign. An order was 
immediately proiliulgated, that, on a ftated day, 
the Gothic youth Ihould aifemble in the capital 
cities of their refpeftive provinces ; and as a 
report was induftrioufly circulated, that they were 
fummoned to receive a liberal gift of lands and 
money, the pleafing hope allayed i\tt fury of 
their tefentment, and perhaps fufpended the mo- 
tions of the confpiracy. On the appointed day, 
the unarmed crowd of the Gothic youth was 
carefully colledled in the fquare, or Forum : the 
ftreets and avenues were occupied by the Roman 
troops ; and the roofs of the houfes were covered 
with archers and {lingers. At the fame hour, in 
Jill the cities of the Eaft, the fignal.was given of ■ 
indifcriminate flaughter; and the provirrces of 
Afia were delivered, by the cruel prudence of 

E € ^ • Juliu3, 
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^ xxvu' J^^*^^> ^^^^ ^ domeftic enemy, who^ in a hvt 

^-^■^^^■^^ months, might have carried fire and fword from ' 

the Hellefpont to the Euphrates "•. The urgent 

confideration of the public fafety may undoubtedly 

authorife the violation of every pofitive bw. How 

£ir that, or any other confideration, may operate, 

to drfiblve the natural obKgations of bumamty 

and. juftice, is a dodrine of ivhich I QM defire to 

remain ignorant. 

Tbecm. The emperor Gratian was far advanced on faia 

riTlnv^'s march towards the plains c^ Hadrianople, when 

Theodofius ijg ^J^g informed, at fiift by the confided vcMce 

^ith the • r , • . 

empire of of fame,- and afterwards by the more accurate 
a!d*379. 'Sports of Vidor and Richomer, that his impa« 
Jaiu 19. tient colleague had been flain in battle, and that 
two-thirds of the Roman army were exterminated 
by the fword of the victorious Goths. Whatever 
refentment the rafli and jealous vanity of ^ his 
uncle might deferve, the refentment of a gene- 
rous mind is eafily fnbdued by the fofter emotions 
of grief and compaffion : and even the fenfe of 
pity was foon loft in the ferious and alarming 
confideration of the ffate of the republic. Gratian 
was too late to affift, he was too weak to revenge^ 
his unfortunate colleague; and the valiant and 
modeft youth felt himfelf unequal to the fu|^rt 
of a finking world. A formidable tempeft d[ the 
Barbarians of Germany feemed ready to biffft 

'<>} Ammianut evidently approves this execution, efficacia velox. 
et fatutarisy which concludes his work (xxxi. 16 }• Zofimat, wh* 
fS curious and copious (I. iv. p. S33<— )36.), millakes the date, mnd 
Ubours to find th* reafon why Julius did not confult the emperor 
TheodoiiuSi who had uot yet afcended the throne •£ the Eaft. 

8 ever 
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over the provinces of Gaul; aini'the mind of ^^.^vi^* 
Gratian was opprefled and diftraded by the ad* w-^-w 
miniftration of the Weftern empire. In this 
important crifis, the government of the Eaft, and 
the conduft of the Gothic war, required the 
undivided attention of a hero and a ftatefman. A 
fubjed invefted with fuch ample command 
would not long have preferyed his fidelity to a 
diftant benefa^or ; and the Imperial council 
embraced the wife and manly refolution, of con- 
ferring an obligation, rather than of yielding to 
an infult. It was the wife of Gratian to beftow 
the purple as the reward of virtue ; but, at the 
age of nineteen, it is not eafy for a prince, edu- 
cated ia the fupreme rank, to underftand the 
true characters of his minifters and generals. He 
attempted to weigh, with an impartial hand, 
their various merits and defefts; and, whilft he 
checked the ra(h confidence of ambition, he dif- 
trufted the cautious wifdom, which defpaired of 
the republic^ As each moment of delay dimi* 
niflied fomething of the power and refources of 
the future fovereign of the Eafl, the fituation of 
the times would not allow a tedious debate. The 
choice of Gratian was foon declared in favour of 
an exile, whofe father, only three years before, 
had fuffered, under the fanftion of his authority, 
an unjuft and ignominious death. The great 
Theodofius, a name celebrated in hiftory, and 
dear to the Catholic church '"'^ was fummoned 

to 

««4 A life of Theodofius the Great was compofed in the laft 
efittiry (Paris 1^791 in 410 ^ i68o» in ismo), to inflame the mind 
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to the Imperial court, which had gradually ro* 
treated from the confines of Thrace to the more 
fecure ftation of Sirmium. Five months after 
the death of Valens, the emperor Gratian pro- 
duced before the affembled troops, his colleague, 
and their mafter ; who, after a modeft, perhaps a 
fmcere, refiftance, was compelled t6 accept, 
amidft the general acclamations, the diadem, the 
purple, and the equal title of Auguftus '®*. 
The provinces of Thrace, Afia, and Egypt, over 
which Valens had reigned, were refigned to the 
adminiftratlon of the new emperor; but, as he 
was fpecially entrufted with the condudl of the 
Gothic war, the lilyrian praefefture was difmem- 
bered ; and the two great diocefes of Dacia and 
Macedonia were added to the dominions of the 
Eaftern empire ***^ 
Birth and The fame province, and, perhaps, the fame 
ofThl". city ■*"% which had given to the throne the virtues 

of the young Dauphin with Cutholic zeal. The author, Flechier, 
afterwards bi(hop of Niimes, was a celebrated preacher; and his 
hlftory is adorned, or tainted, wjih pulpit-eloquence j but he lakes 
his learning from Baronius, and his principles from St* Ainbrofe 
and St. Augultin. 

*°^ The biith, chara6ler, and elevation of Theodofius, are marked 
in Pacatus (in Panegyr. Vet. xii. lo, ii, i*.), Themiliius (Onit. 
xiv. p. iSi ), Zofinius (I. iv. p. a3i.)i Auguftin (de Cmtat. Dei, 
V. 15.), Orofius (1. vii. c. 34.), Suzomen (1. vit. c. 1.), Socrates 
(1. V. c. a.)» TheoJoret (1. v. c. 5.)> Pliiloftorgius (1. ix. c. 17. 
wirh Godcfioy, p. 393.), the Epitome of Viftor, and the Chronicles 
of Profper, Idatius, and Marcellinus, in the Thefaurus Temporum 
of Scaliger. 

'«^ Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, torn. v. p. 716, &c, 
^^f Italicaf founded by Scipio African us for his wounded yeterans 
of Itafy, The ruins fiill appear, about a lengue shove Seville, but 
on the oppofite bank of the river. See the Hifpania niuftraia of 
Noijiu9f a ihq|t» though valuable^ treatife. C. s^vii. p, 64—67. 

pf 
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cf Trajan, and the talents of Hadrian, was the ^^^^ ^• 
original feat of another family of Spaniards, 
who, in a lefs fortunate age, poflefled, near four- 
fcore years, the declining empire of Rome ****. 
They emerged from the obfcurity of municipal 
honours by the aftive fpirit of the elder Thea- 
dofius, a general, whofe exploits in Britain and 
Africa have formed one of the mod fplendid 
parts of th« annals of Valentinian. The fon of 
that general, who likewife bore the name of 
Theodofius, was educated, by Ikilful preceptors, 
in the liberal iludies of youth ; but he was in- 
ftrucled in the art of war by the tender care and 
fevere difcipline of his father '^. Under the 
ftandard of fuch a leader, young Theodofius 
fought glory and knowledge, in the moft diftant 
fcenes of military afUon ; inured his conftitution 
to the difference of feafons and climates ; diftin- 
guifhed his valour by fea and land ; and obferved 
the various warfare of the Scots, the Saxons, and 
the Moors. His own merit, and the recom- 
mendation of the conqueror of Africa, foon raifed 
him^ to a feparate command : and, in the flatioa 
of Duke of .Maefia, he vanquiflied an army of 

108 I agree wiihTillemont (Hift. desEmpercurs, torn. v. p. 726.) 
in rufpefting the royal pedigree, which remained a fcciet till the 
promotion of Theodofius. Even after that event, the (ilence of 
Pacatus outweighs the venal evidence of Tbemittius, Vi(5ior, and 
Claudian, who conned the family of Theodofius with the bluud o£ 
Xrajan and Hadrian. 

109 Pacatus compares, and confequently prefers, the youih of 
TheodoOus, to the military education of Alexander, Hannibal, and 
the fecond Africanus ; wbo^ like hin, had fexved under their fa- 
thers (xii. 8.}. 

^64 Saroiai- 
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^xxv/* Sarmatians; faved the province; deferved the 
love of the foldiers ; and provoked the envy of 
the court '"• His rifing fortunes were foon 
blafted by the difgrace and execution of his illuf- 
trious father ; and Theodofius obtained^ as 2^ 
favour, the permiflion of retiring to a private 
life, in his native province of Spain, He dif- 
played a firm and temperate charafter in the eafe 
with which he adapted himfelf to this new fitua- 
tion. His time was almofl equally divided be- 
tween the town and country : the fpirir, which 
had animated his pubh*c condud, was ibewn in 
the aftive and affeftionate performaace of every 
focial duty ; and the diligence of the foldier was 
profitably converted to the improvement of his 
ample patrimony "% which lay between Valla- 
dolid and Segovia, in the midft of a fruitful dif- 
trift, ftill famous for a mod exquifite breed of 
flieep"\ From the innocent, but humble, la- 
bours of his farm, Theodofius was tranfported, 
in lefs than four months, to the throne of the 
Eaftern empire ; and the whole period of the 
hiftory of the world will not perhaps afford a 

■'• Ammtamis (xxix. 6.) mentiorTs this vii^ory of Theodofius 
Junior Dux Mxfix, primi ctiam turn lanugine juvenis, princeps 
poAes perfpcf^iflimut. The fame fa5l is attefted by Themiftius and 
2&ofimu)» ; but Theodoret (I* ▼• c. 5,)^ who adds fome curious cir- 
comftaaces, ftrangely applies it to the time of the interregnum. 

>" Pacatus (in Panegyr. V«t, xii. 9.) prefers the ruftic lite of 
Theodofius to that of Cincinnatusj the one was the cfiRsft of choice, 
the other of povjirty. 

"^ M. d^Anvilie (Geographie Ancienne, torn. i. p. 115.) has 
6xed the fituatioo of Caocha, or Coca, in the old province oi Gal. 
Itcia, where Zofimus and Idatius have placed the birth^ or patrimonyt 
pf Theodpiius. 

fimilar 
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fimilar example, of an elevation, at the fame ^SJ^S^ 
time, fo pure, and (p honourable. The princes 
who peaceably inherit the fceptre of their fathers, 
claim and enjoy a legal right, the more fecure, 
as it is abfolutely diftind from the merits of their 
perfonai charaders. The fubjeds, who, in a 
monarchy^ or a popular eftate, acquire the pof« 
feflion of , fupreme power, may have raifed them- 
felves, by the fuperiority either of genius or virtue, 
above the heads of their equals : but their virtue 
is feldom exempt from ambition ; and the caufe 
of the fuccefsful candidate is frequently ftained 
by the guilt of confpiracy, or civil war. Even 
in thofe governments which allow the reigning 
monarch to declare a colleague, or a fuccefibr, 
his partial choice, which may- be influenced by 
the . blinded paflions, is often directed to an un« 
worthy objeA. But the mofl: fufpicxous malignity 
cannot afcribe to Theodoiius, in his obfcure foli« 
tude of Caucha, the ans, the defires, or even the 
hopes, of an ambitious flatefman ; and the name 
of the Exile would long fmce have been forgot- 
ten, jf his genuine and diftinguiflied virtues had 
not left a deep impreflion in the Imperial court. 
.During the feafon of profperity, he had been ne- 
glefted ; but, in the public diftrefs, his fuperior 
merit was univerfally felt and acknowledged. 
What confidence muft have been repofed in his 
integrity, fmce Gratian could trufl:, that a pious 
fon would forgive, for the fake of the republic, 
the murder of his father ! What expeftations muit 
have been formed of his abilities, to encourage 
the hopci that a fingle man could fave, and re« 

ftorc. 
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CHAP, ftore, the empire of the Eaft ! Theodofius was 
^^--^■^ invefted with the purple in the thirty-third year 
of his age. The vulgar gazed with admiration 
on the manly beauty of his face, and the graceful 
majefty of his perfon, which they were pleafed ro 
compare with the ptAures and medals of the em- 
peror Trajan; whilft intelligent obfervers dif- 
covered# in the qualities of his heart and under«- 
fianding^ a .more important refemblance to the 
beft and greateft of the Roman princes. 
Hi» prH- It is not without the mod fincerc regret, that 
^^^clchft\ I ^^^ ^^"^ ^^^^ Ic3lvc of an accurate and faithful 
condua of guide, who has pompofed the hiftory of his own 
war, ^ "^ times, without indulging the prejudices and paf- 
^j^^jI^ fions, which ufually aflfeft the mind of a con- 
temporary. Ammianus Marcellinus, who ter- 
minates his ufeful work with the defeat and death 
of Valens, recommends the more glorious fubje£t 
of the enfuing reign to the youthful vigour and 
eloquence of the rifing generation "'. The rifing 
generation was not difpofed to accept his advice, 
or to imitate his example "^^ and, in the ftudy 

■1} Let ua hear Ammianus himrelf. Hec, ut miles quondam et 
Grarcjus, a pruicipatu OBlaiis Nervae exurfus, adufque Valentis 
intciitum, pro viiium explicavi menfura: nunquarn, ut arbitror, 
ic'cns, filentio aufirs corrumperc vel mendncio. Scribant rcliqM 
)fOticies aerate, dodrinifque florentes«. Quos id, fi libuertt, aggref- 
furos, prociidere linguas ad m^jores ninneo ftilos. Ammian. xxxi. 
16. The fiirt thirteen books, a fuperficial epitome of two hundred 
and fJty-feven years, are now loft: the laft ctghlecn, which contain 
no more than twfnty five years, ftill prtftrrve the copious and au- 
thentic hiftrry of his own times. 

■•4- Ammianus was the laft fubje£l of Rome who compofed a 
profane hiftory in the Latin language. The Eaft, in the next cen. 
tury, produced Tome rhetorical hiftorians, Zodmusy Olympiodorusy 
Mslchus, Candidus, &c. See Vofiius de Uilloricis Gia:ci$, 1. ii. 
c. 1%, de Hilioricis Latmis, 1. ii. c. 19, &c« 
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of the reign of Theodofius, we arc reduced to chap. 
niuftrate the partial narrative of Zofimus, by the 
obfcure hints of fragments and chronicles, by the 
figurative ftyle of poetry or panegyric, and by 
the precarious affiftance of the ecclefiaftical wri- 
ters, who, in the heat of religious fa£lion, are 
apt to defpife the profane virtues of fmcerity and 
moderation. Confcious of thefe difadvantages, 
which will continue to involve a confiderabie 
portion of the decline and fail of the Romaa 
empire, I (hall proceed with doubtful and timo- 
rous fteps. Yet I may boldly pronounce, that 
the battle of Hadrianople was never revenged by 
any fignal or decifive viftory of Theodofius over 
the Barbarians; and the expreffive filence of his 
venal orators may be confirmed by the obferva* 
tion of the condition and circumftances of the 
times. The fabric of a mighty (late, which has 
been reared by the labours of fucceffive ages, 
could not be overturned by the misfortune of a 
iingle day, if the fatal power of the imagination 
did not exaggerate the real meafure of the cala- 
mity. The lofs of forty thoufand Romans, who 
fell in the plains of Hadrianople, might have 
been foon recruited in the populous provinces of 
the Eaft, which contained fo many millions of 
inhabitants. The courage of a foldier is found 
10 be the cheapeft, and mod common, quality of 
human nature; and fufHgient (kill to encounter 
an undifciplined foe, might have been fpeedily 
taught by the care of the furviving centurions. 
Jf the Barbarians were mounted on the horfes, 
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^xxvi ^* *^^ equipped with the armour, of their vanqmfh- 
ed enemies, the numerous ftuds of Cappadocia 
and Spain would have fupplied new fquadrons of 
cavalry; the thirty- four arfenals of the empire 
were plentifully ftored with magazines of offenfive 
and defenfive arms ; and the wealth of Afia nught 
ftili have yielded an ample fund for the expence^ 
of the war. But the efieds which were produced 
by the battle of Hadrianople on the minds of the 
Barbarians, and of the Romans, extended the 
viftory of the former, and the defeat of the lat- 
ter, far beyond the limits of a fingle day. A 
Gothic chief was heard to declare, with infolent 
moderation, that, for his own part, he was fa* 
tigued with llaughter ; but that he was aftonifhed 
how a people, who fled before him like a flock 
of flieep, could flill prefume to difpute the poA 
fefiion of their treafures and provinces"*. "She 
fame terrors, which the name of the Huns had 
^read among the Gothic tribes, w^ere infpired, 
by the formidable name of the Goths, among the 
fubjeds and foldiers of the Roman empire *"*• 
If Theodofius, haftily colleding his fcattered 
forces, had led them into the field to encounter 
a vi£lorious enemy, his army would have been 
Tanquiflied by their own fears ; and his raflineis 
could not have been excufed by the chance of 

^■5 Chryfoftoniy torn. i. p. 344. edit. Montfaucon. I hare Ye- 
flfiedt and examined, this pafTaget but I ihould never, without the 
aid of Tillemont (Hift. des Einp. torn. v. p. 1 5»«) have detedcd 
an hiftorical aneciioie, in a ftrange med'.ey of moral and myftic 
exhortations, addrefled, by the preacher of Aotiochj to a young 
widow. 

>>A EunapiuSj in Excerpt. Legation* p. ii. 

fuccefs. 
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fuccefs. But the great Theodofius, an epithet ^^c^,f* 
which he hoaourably deferved on this moment* 
ous occafion, condufled himfelf as the firm and 
faithful guardian of the republic. He fixed his 
head-quarters at Theflalonica, the capital of th« 
Macedonian diocefe"^; from whence he could 
watch the irregular motions of the Barbarians, 
and dired the operations of his lieutenants, from 
the gates of Conftantlnople to the fhores of the 
Hadriatic. The fortifications and garrifons of 
the cities were ftrengthened ; and the troops, 
among whom a fenfe of order and difcipline was 
revived, were infenfibly emboldened by the con- 
fidence of their own fafety. From thefe fecure 
flations, they were enpouraged to make frequent 
fallies on the Barbarians, who infefted the adja- 
cent country; and, as they were feldom allowed 
to engage, without fome decifive fiiperiority, 
either of ground or of numbers, their enterprifes 
were, for the mod part, fuccefsful; and they 
were foon convinced, by their own experience, 
of the poffibility of vanqui(hing their invincible 
enemies. The detachments of thefe feparate 
garrifons were gradually united into fmall armies ; 
the fame cautious meafures were purfued, accord- 
ing to an cxtenfive and well-concerted plan of 
operations ; the events of each day added (Irength 
and fpirit to the Roman arms; and the artful 
diligence of the emperor, who circulated the mod 
fiivourable reports of the fuccefs of the war, 

««7 Ses Godefi^^s Chronology of the Lawsi Codex Thcodof. 
tarn. U Prolcgomcn. p. xcix— civ, 

contri- 
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c HA P. contributed to fubdue the pride of the .Barb2(« 
^■-^.^w rians, and to animate the hopes and courage of 
bis fubjeds. If, inftead of this fayit and imper* 
fefl outline, we could accurately reprefent the 
counfels and actions of Theodofius, in four fuc* 
ceffive campaigns, there is reafon to belie?e, that 
his confummate fkill would deferve the applaufe 
of every military reader* The republic had for* 
merly been faved by the delays of Fabius : and^ 
while the fplendid trophies of Scipio, in the field 
of Zama, attract the eyes of pofterity, the camps 
and marches of the dictator among the hills of 
Campania, may claim a juiler prpp>ortion of the 
folid and independent fame^ which the general 
is not compelled to ihare, either with fortune or 
with his troops. Such was likewife the merit of 
Theodofius; and the infirmities of his body, 
which mod unfeafonably languifhed under a long 
and dangerous difeafe, could not opprefs the 
vigour of his mind, or divert his attention from 
the public fervice '". 
p?Tifion8, The deliverance and peace of the Roman pro- 
itb^^lr*"^ vinces "'' was the work of prudence, rather than 
iioh,ofthc of valour: the prudence of Theodofius was fe* 

Goths, 

A. D. 

J^ g **^ Moft writers infift on the illneHi, ar.d long; repo(e, ofTheodo- 

iius St ThelTtlonica : Zofimus, to dimfnifh his gtor^; Jornande^v 
to favour th« Goths; anU the ecclelialtical writers, to introduce 
hi< baptil'm, 

>»9 Compare Thcmiftius (Orat, xiv. p. i8i.) with Zofimas (1, iv. 
p. 231.) I Jornandes (c. xxvii. p. 649.}, and the prolix Conimen- 
tary of M. de Buat (HtiK des PeupJes, &c. torn. vi. p, 477 — 55*.); 
The Chronicles of Idatius and Marcellinus aliude, in general terms, 
to magna ccrtamiiia, magna wulta^ut praeiia. The two epithets araaot 
cafily rtconclled. 

cond^ 
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COn'ded by fortune ; and the emperor never failed chap. 

. . XXVI. 

to fetze, and to improve, every favourable cir- 
cumftance. As long as the fuperior genius of 
Fritrgern preferved the onion, and diredled the 
motions of the Barbarians, their power was not- 
inadequate to the cbnqueft of a great empire. 
The death of that hero, the predeceffor and 
mafter of. the renowned Alaric, relieved an im* 
patient multitude from the intolerable yoke of 
difcipline and dilcrction. The Barbarians, who 
had been reftrained by his authority, abandoned 
themfelves to the diftates of their paflions ; and 
thei^ paffions were feldom uniform or confiftenr. 
An army of conquerors was broken into many 
diforderly bands of favage robbers; and their 
Wind and irregular fury was not lefs pernicious 
to themfelves, than to their enemies. Their 
mifchievous difpofition was (hewn in the deftruc- 
tion of every objeft, which they wanted ftrength 
to remove, or tafte to enjoy ; and they often 
confumed, with improvident rage, the harvefts, 
or the granaries, which foon afterwards became 
neceflfary for their own fubfiftence. A fpirit of 
difcord arofe among the independent tribes and 
nations, which had been united only by the bands 
of a loofe and voluntary alliance. The troops 
of the Huns and the Alani would naturally up- 
braid the flight of the Goths ; who were not dif- 
pofed to ufe with moderation the advantages of 
their fortune: the ancient jealoufy of the Oftro- 
goths and the Vifigoths could not long be fuf- 
pended j ' and the haughty chiefs ftill remembered 
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CHAP, the inruits and injuries, which they had recipnv 
v^i-^v^w cally offered, or fuftained, while the nation xxras 
feated in the countries beyond the Danube* The 
progrefs of domeftic fadion abated the more 
diSufive fentiment of national animofity; and 
the officers of Theodofius were inftrufted to pur- 
chafe with liberal gifts and promifes, the retrdat, 
or fervice, of the difcoiitented party. The ac- 
quifition of Modar, a prince of the royal blood 
of the Amali, gave a bold and ^thful champion 
to the caufe of Rome. The illuftrious deferter 
foon obtained the rank of mafter-general, with 
an important command ; furprifed an army of 
his countrymen, who were immerfed in wine and 
fleep ; and after a cruel flaughter of the adonifli- 
ed Goths, returned with an immenfe fpoil, and 
four thoufand waggons, to the Imperial camp *"*. 
In the hands of a fkllful politician, the moft 
different means may be fuccefsfully applied to 
the fame ends : and the peace of the empire, 
which had been forwarded by the divifions, was 
accompliffied by the re-unibn, of the Gothic 
Death »mi nation< Athana,ric, who had been a patient 
funeral of fpefkator of thcfc extraordinary events, was at 
ric, length driven, by the chance of arms, from the 

^1^1?*'' dark receffes of the woods of Caucaland. He 
no longer befitated to pafs the Danube; and a 
very confiderable part of the fubjeds of Fritigem, 
who already felt the inconveniencies of anarchy, 
were eafily perfuaded to acknowledge for their 

>*o Zofimus ()• tv. p. i3«.) (}yles liim a Scythian, a name which 
the more recent Greeks fccni to have appropriated to the Goths. 

king, 
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king, a Gothic Judge, whofe birth they re- ^ » a p. 
fpe£led, and whofe abilities they had frequently 
experienced. But age had chilled the daring fpirit 
of Athanaric ; and, inftead of leading his . people 
to the field of battle and viftory, he iirtfely lift- 
ened to tfie fair propofal of an honourable and 
advantageous treaty. Theodofius, who was ac* 
quainted with the merit and power of his new 
ally, condefccnded to meet him at the diftance 
of feveral miles from Conftantinople ; and enter- 
tained him in the Imperial city, with the con^^ 
fidence of a friend, and the magnificence of a 
monarch. " The Barbarian prince obferved, 
•* with curious attention, the variety of objefls 
*^ which attraded his notice, and at lad broke 
*• out into a fiiicere and paffionate exclamation of 
** wonder. I now behold (faid he) what I never 
•* could believe, the glories of this ftupendous 
^^ capitatl! and as he caft his eyes around, he 
•• viewed, and he admired, the commanding fitu* 
*• ation of the city, the ftrength and beauty of 
^ the walls and public edifices, the capacious 
** harbour, crowded with innumerable vefTels, 
^^ the perpetual concourfe of diftant nations, and 
^^ the arms and difcipline of the troops. Indeed^ 
^* (continued Athanaric,) ||||e emperor of the Ro-* 
^^ mans is a god upon earth ; and the prefump- 
^^ tuous man, who dares to lift his hand againft 
*« him, is guilty of his own blood '*'." The 

Gothic 

i«f The reader will not be dirpleafed to fee tlic original words of 
Jornandes, or the author whom he tranfcribcd. Rvgiam urbem in- 
fjcdfas eft, mtninrquc. En, inquit, cerno quod fspe incredulut 

VoXi. IV, Ff audicbain. 
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CHAP. Gothic king did not long enjoy this fplendid and 



XXVI 



honourable reception; and, as temperance was 
not the virtue of his nation, it may juftly be fu£- 
pedled, that his mortal difeafe was contracted 
amidft the pleafures of the Imperial banquets* 
But the policy of Theodofius derived more foUd 
benefit from the death, than he could have ez« 
pe£ted from the mod faithful fervices, of his 
ally. The funeral of Athanaric was performed 
with folemn rites in the capital of the Eaft i a 
{lately monument was erected to his memory; 
and his whole army, won by the liberal courtejy, 
and decent grief, of Theodofius, cnlifted under 
the ftandard of the Roman empire **\ The fub* 
million of fo great a body of the Vifigoths was 
productive of the moft falutary confequences } and 
the mixed influence of force, of reafon, and 
of corruption, became every day more powerful, 
and more extenfive. Each independent chieftain 
haftened to obtain a feparate treaty, from the 
apprehenfion that an obflinate delay mi^ht ezpoib 
bim^ alone and unprotected, to the revenge, or 
juftice, of the conqueror. The general, or rather 

tudkbaniv famam videlicet taotv urbis. £t tine iliac oralot roU 
tent, nunc fitum urbii coimneatvinqiic ntvniin« watc mmtam cUm 
pcorpcAanty miraturi populg^e Jiverfarum gentluniy quafi toam 
in uno e diverfit partibus fcatffiente unda, fie quoque militcm oidt- 
nattim afpicient. Deaty inquir, eft fine dubio icrrenu* Imptntor^ 
et quifquit adverfut euro manom rooverity tpie fui fiuigQinif reus 
exiftit. Jdrnaodes (c. xxviii. p« 650.) proceeds to mention hit death 
and funenrf. \ 

■** Jaraandet, c. xxfiii. ^. 650. Even Zofimut (I. ir. p. 246.) 
it compallcd to approYt the generofity gf Theodofiuy^ fo hoaoucabic 
to Jiiaifelff and fo beneficial to the public. 
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ttife final, capitulation of the troths, may be dated chap. 



fcur years, one month, and twenty-five days, 
after the drfcat and death of the .emperor Va- ^.P^ ^•** 
lem'« • *^" 

The provmceS of the Danube had been already inTafion 
relieved from the opprcffive weight of the Gru- ""^jj^*"^"' 
thungi, or Oftrogoths, by the voluntary retreat Gruthun. 
of Alatheus and Saphrax ; whofe teftlefs fpirit ^go'ihs,' 
had prompted them to feek new fcenes of rapine oa^bJ^^' 
atid glory. Their deftruftive courfe was pointed 
towards the Weft ; but we maft be fatisfied with 
a very obfcure and imperfeft knowledge of their 
Various adventures. The Oftrogoths impelled 
feveral of the German tribes on the provinces of 
Gaul ; concluded, and foon violated, a treaty 
ill^ith the emperor Gratian ; advanced into the 
* unknown countries of the North ; and, after an 
interval of more than four years, returned, with 
accumulated force, to the banks of the Lower 
Danube. Their troops were recruited with the 
fierceft warriors of Germany and Scythia; and 
the foldiers, or at leaft the hiftorians, of the em- . 
pire, no longer recognifed the name and coun- 
tenances of their former enenjies'**. The gene- 
ral, who commanded the military and naval 
powers of the Thracian frontier, foon perceived 
that his fuperiority would be difadvantageous to 
the public fervice } and that the Batbarians, awed 

>il The (hort, but aotbentic» hints in the Fajli of Idatitis (Cbron. 
Scaliger, p. $%,) are ftained with contemporary paflion. 1 he four- 
teeotb onttoii of Themiftius it a compliment to Peace, and the conful 
$«tttrninut (A.D* it).}* 

'*^ EOms n Xnvdnw mMW tt^rmrvf. Zofimos, 1. iv. p. a^a. « 
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CHAP, by the prefence of his fleet and legions, would 
probably defer the paiTage of the river till the 
approaching winter. .The dexterity of the fpies, 
whom he fent into the Gothic camp, allured the 
Barbarians kilo a iatal (hare. They were per- 
fuaded, that, by a bold attempt, they might 
furprife, in the filence and darknefs of the nighty 
the deeping army of. the Romans ; and the whole 
multitude was haftily embarked in a fleet of three 
thoufand canoes "'. The braved of the Oftro- 
goths led the van ; the main body confifted of 
the remainder of their fubjeds and foldiers ; and 
the women and children fecurely followed in the 
rear. One of the nights without a moon had 
been felefted for the execution of their defign ; 
and they had almoft reached the fouthern bank of 
the Danube, in the firm confidence that they 
fbould find an eafy landing, and an unguarded 
camp. But the progrefs of the Barbarians was 
fuddenly ftopped by an unexpeded obftaqle ; ^ 
triple line of veflels, ftrongly conneded with each 
other^ and which formed an impenetrable chain 
of two miles and a half along the river. While 
they ilruggled to force their way in the unequal 
conflift, their right flank was overwhelmed by 
the irrefiflible attack of a fleet of gallies, which 

**y I am juftlfied, by reafon and exnmple, in applying this Indian 
name to the /Aoyo|t/7L» of tht Birbaraans, tl|e.i»iaf(le trtet hollowed 
inio th« ihape of a boat> vKn^i fuxfo^vXuf tisfiiffoffum^* * Zofima»t 
h iv. p. iSS* 

Aufi Danubium quondam tnmare Grulhungi 
In lintre$ fregere ncmus : ter milk niebint 
Per fluvium plense cuikIs immanibua ^lni» 

ClaudMOj lA iVa Coqft liw* ^S- 
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"Vrcre urged down the ftream by the united im- ^J^ ^ ^• 
pulfe of oars and of the tide. The weight and v— v-w 
velocity of thofe ihips of war broke, and funk, 
and dirperfed, the rude and feeble canoes of the 
Barbarians : their valour was ineffectual ; and 
Alatheus, the king, oV general, of the Oftro- 
goths, perifhed, with his braveft troops., either 
by the fword of the Romans, or in the waves of 
the Danube. The laft divifion of this unfortunate 
fleet might regain the oppofite fhore; but thte 
diftrefs and diforder of the multitude rendered 
them alike incapable, either of aftion or counfel j 
and they foon implored the clemency of the vic- 
torious enemy. , On this occafion, as well as on 
many others, it is a difficult talk to reconcile the 
paffions and prejudices of the writers of the age 
of Theodofius. The partial and malignant his- 
torian, who mifreprefents every aftion of his 
reign, affirms that the emperor did not appear 
in the field of battle rill the Barbarians had been 
vanquifhed by the valour and conduft of his 
lieutenant Promotus '**• The flattering poet, 
who celebrated, in the court of Honorius, the 
glory of the father and of the fon, afcribes ihe 
viftory to the perfonal prowefs of Theodofius; 
and almofl infmuates, that the king of the Oftro- 
goths was llain by the hand of the emperor "^ 

ia6 Zofimus, 1. iv. p. 2 52—«55. He too frequently betrays hit 
poverty of judgment, by difgracing the moft ferious narratives with 
trifling and incredible circumftancet. 

>A7 n Odotbaei Regis cfima 

Retulic ■ Ver. 6%z. . 

The oftma were the fpoils which a Roman general could only win 
from the king, or general, of the enemy, whom be had flain with 
hia own hands s and no more than three fuch examples are celebrated 
in the viAorious ages of Rome. / 
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CHAP* The triuh of hiftory might perhaps be found in « 
^„^v>^ juft medium between thefe extreme and contra- 

didory ^flertbns. 
Settlement The original treaty which fixed the ietdement 
Gothiin ^^ ^^^ Goths, afcertained their privileges, and 
Tbraceand A^piilated their obligations, * would illuftrate tt^ 
X'.D. hiftory of Theodofms and his fi4cce0br8. The 
l'3"=-395- (cries of their hiftory has imperfedly preferved 
the fpirit and fubfts^nce of this (ingular iigreer 
inent''\ The rjivages of war and tyranny had 
provided many large tra£ls of fertile but uncuU 
tivate4 land* for the ufe of thofe Barbarians, who 
might not difdain the pradice of agriculture. A 
pum^ous colony of the Vifigoths . was feated in 
Thrace ; the remains of the Oftrogoths wero 
planted in Phrygia and Lydia ; their immediate 
wants were fupplied by a diftributio|i of corn and 
pattle} and their future induftry was encouraged 
by an exemption from tribute, during a certain 
term of years. The B^irbarians would have de- 
ferved to feel the cruel and perfidious policy of 
the Imperial court, if they had fuffered them- 
felves to be dilperfed through the provincesr 
They required, and they obtained, the fole pof- 
fei&on of the vilbges and diftrids afligned for 
their refidence ; they ftill cherifhed and propa- 
gated their native manner^ and language ; aflert- 
ed, in the bofpm of dejpotifm, tl^e freedom of 

'•B See Themiftiufy Orar. xvi. p. tit. CUodian^ (in Eatropu 
|. ii. 151.) menttont the Phrygian cojony : 

.^— Oftrogothis colitur miftifque Gnithang:it 

Phryx agcr ■ 
and then proceeds to naaw fine rtfcrs of Lydia, the ta^tolua, and 
fierinut. 
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4lieir domeftic government; ^nd acknowledged ^xxyiV 
the fovereignty of the emperor, without ftibmit* 
ting to the inferior jurifdi3ion of the laws and 
niagiftrates of Rome. The hereditary chiefs of 
the tribes and families were (liH permitted to 
command their followers in peace and war ; but 
the royal dignity was aboliflied ; and the generals 
of the Goths were appointed and removed at the 
pleafure of the emperor. An army of &rty thoit- 
fand Goths was maintained for the perpetual fer- 
vice of the empire of the Eafl: ; and thofe haughty 
troops* who afiumed the title of Faderati^ or aU 
lies, were diilinguiihed by their gold collars, li* 
beral pay, and licentious privileges. Thfir native 
courage was improved by the ufe of arms, and 
the knowledge of difcipline; and, while th^ re«> 
public w^ guarded, or threatened, by the doubts 
ful fword of the Barbarians, the lad fparks of 
the military flame were finally extinguiffaed in the 
minds of the Romans '^^ Theodolius had the ad- 
drefs to perfuade his allies, that the conditions of 
peace which had been extorted from him by pro* 
dence and neceffity, were the voluntary ezpre& 
iions of his fmcere friendfhip for the Gothic na- 
tion ''^ A different mode of vindication or apo* , 

■^9 Copnparp Jornaiides (c. xx. 17) who marks tbe cpnclition anc| 
number of the Got|iic Ffetierafi, with Zofimut (I. iv, p. 258.), who 
mentions their goklen collars; and Pacaius (in Panegyr, Vet. xii« 
37. )» who applauds^ with falfc or (ooYifh joy, their bravery and dif. 
cipUne* 

■so Amator pa<:i9 gentrirqiie Gotborum, is the prai(e beiiowed 
Vy the Gothic hiiiorian (c. xxix.)i who reprefents hia nation a$ 
IBnoctot, peaceable men* Qow tq anger, and patient of inioriea. 
According to Livy, (he KQiaans conquered tbe world in their owa 
4ereDc«| 

logy 



Digitized by 



Google 



440 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

^ Sxvl' ^^Sy *^ oppofed to the complaints of the people ; 

•i— -v^w who loudly ccnfuned thcfc ihameful and dangerous 
conoeflions '*'• The calamities of the war wet% 
painted in the moft lively colours ; and the firft 
fymptoms of the return of order, of plenty, and fe- 
curity, were diligently exaggerated* The advocates 
of Theodofius could affirtn, with fome appearance 
of truth and reafon, that it was impoffible to extir- 
pate fo many warlike tribes, who were rendered 
-dtfperate by the lofs of therr native country; and 
that the exhaufted provinces would be revived by a 
Aefli fupply of foldiers and hufbandmen/ The 
Barbarians dill wore an angry and hoftile afpcA ; 
but the experience of pad times might encourage 
the hope, that they would acquire the habits of in- 
duftry and obedience ; that their manners would be 
polifhed by time, education, and the influence of 
Chriftianity ; and that their pofterity would infen* 
fibly blend with the great body of the Roman 
people "**. 

Their hof. Not With (landing thefe fpecious arguments, and 

»e«ii" ' thcfe fanguine expeftations, it was apparent to 
every difcerning eye, that the Goths would long 

. >M BefidM the partial inTcftivet of Zofimut (always dilboti tented 
inrith the Chriftian reigns), fee the grave repi-efentationt which Sy. 
fiefius addreffes to the emperor Arcadiut (de Regno, p. 15, s6. 
edit. Petav.). The philofophic bifliop of Cyrene was near enough to 
Judge; and he was fufficiently removed from the temptation of fear 
©r flattery. 

»l» Thtmiftius (Orat. xvi. p. ail, iia.) compofet an elaborate 
and rational .ipology, which it not, however, exempt from the pue- 
rilities of Greek rhetoric. Orpheus eould otilj charm the wild 
lieafts of Thraee $ htit Theodofius enchanted the men and women, 
whofe predeccflbra in the fame comitry had torn Orpbciit in fiecet, 
Itc. 
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remain the enemies, and might foon become the ^^vl^' 
conquerors, of the Roman empire. Their rude 
and infolent behaviour exprefled their contempt of 
the citizens and provincials, whom they infulted 
with impunity *''• To the zeal and valour of tlw 
BarWians, Theodofius was indebted for the fuc* 
cefs'of his arms : but their alfiftance was precarious ; 
and they were fometimes feduced by a treacherous 
and inconftant difpofition, to abandon his ftandavdy 
at the moment when their fervice was the moft 
effentiaL During the civil war againft Maximus; 
a great number of Gothic deferters redred into the 
morafles of Macedonia, wafted the adjacent pro« 
vhices, and obliged the intre[»d monarch to expofef 
bis perfon, and exert his power, to fupprefs the 
rating flame of rebellion"*. The public appre-> 
henfiont were fortified by the ftrong fufpicicH}, thaf 
thefe tumuhs were. not the eSe£fc of accidental pa£^ 
fion, but the refult of deep and premeditated de^ 
fign* It was generally believed, that the Goth# 
had figncd the treaty of peace with an hoftile and 
infidiotts fpirit ; and that their chiefs had previouflf 
bound themfelves, by a folemn and fecret oath^ 
never to keep fakh with the Romans ; to maintain 
like faireft (hew of loyalty and friendfliip, and to 
watch the £tvourabIe moment of rapine, of con« 

m Conftantinople was deprired^ half ,a day« of tite public aUoww 
aiice of bread, to expiate ihe murder of a Gothic foUVier : wvwte; 19 
TmAitof was the g«alt of the people. Lihanausi Drat. xii. p. 394. 
edit. Morel. 

>i4 Zodmus, I. iv. p. a^/^— a;!. He telU a long and riJicuIoua 
Hory of the adventurous prince, who roved the country with only 
fiye horfeipeoj of a fpy whpm .they detoSbd^ wbippcd| and Jkilied in aft 
«^d woman's cottage, &c. 

14 queftj, 



Digitized by 



Google 



44a THE DECLINE AITD FALL 

^kxv/* <pieft, and of revenge. But, as the minds 6fthd 
Barbarians were not infenfible to the power of 
gradtudd^ feveral of -the Gothic leaders fincerely 
devoted thcmfelves to the fcrvice of the empire, 
©r, at leaft* of the emperor: the whole nation 
was infenfibly divided into two oppofite faftions, 
Vid much fophiftry was employed in converfation 
and difpute, to compare the obligations of their 
firftt and fecond^ engagements. The Goths, who 
coafidered themfclves as the friends of peace, of 
juftjce, and of Rome, were directed by the aa- 
ihority of Fravitta, a valiant and honourable 
youth^ diftingui(bed above the reft of his coon-^ 
trymen, by the politenefs of his manners, the li- 
berality of his fentiments, and the mild virtues 
of focial life. But the more numerous feidion 
idbered to the fierce and faithlefs Priulf, who in- 
flamed the paflions, and alTerted the independ* 
cnce of bis warlike followers. On one of the 
folemn feftivals, when the chiefs of both parties 
were invited to the Imperial table^ they were la- 
lenfibly heated by wine^ till they forgot die ufual 
reftraints of difcretion and ref)De£t ; and betrayed, 
in the prefence of Theodofins, the fatal fecret of 
iheir domeific difputes. The. emperor, who had 
been the reluflant witnefs of this extraordinary 
controverfy, difTembled his fears and refentment, 
and foon difmilTed the tumultuous aflembly. Fra- 
vitta, alarmed and exafperated. by the infolence of 
his rival, whofe departure from the palace might 
have been the fignal of a civil war, boldly fol- 
lowed him i and, drawing his fword, laid Priulf 

dead 
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dead at his feet. Their companions flew to arms ; ^ j^xvT* 
and the faithful champion of Rome would bave 
been opprefled by fup^or mimbers, if he had not 
been proteded by the feafonable interpofition of 
the Imperial guards *''• Such were the fcenes of 
Barbaric rage, which' difgrabed the palace and 
table of the Roman emperor; and, as the impa- 
tient Goth$ could only be reftrained by the firm 
and temperate chara6ker of Theodofius, the public. 
fafety feemed to depend on the life and. abilities of 
a fingle man ***. 

*I5 Compare Eunapiut (in Excerpt. Leg:at. p. at « az.) %ritb Zofi. 
mM (I. IT. p. »79*)* '^^ difiRerence of circnmftarnceB and names 
mull undoubtedly be applied to th« faint ftory. Fravitta^ or Tra* 
vitta, was afterwards conful (A.D. 401.), and ftill continued hit 
faithful ferTictf to the eldeft Ton of Tbeodofiua (Tillemonty H\^^ 
ftet £mpereura» torn. ▼• p. 467.) 

>)^ j^s Goths rat agereiit tout dcpois le Danube ]ufqu''aa Bof* 
phorej exterminerent Valent et fon armcej et ne repallerent \e 
Danube, que pour abandooner TaiFreufe folitude qu'ils avoient 
faite (Oeuvrea de Montefquieu^ torn* iii. p« 479 j Coufideratione fur 
Ics Csufis de U Grandeur et de la Decadence det Romainii c. xvii.}- 
The preiident Montefquieu feema ignonnt» that the Gotha, after 
the defeat of Valent, ir#Mf abandoned the Roman territory. It is 
now thirty years, fayaClaudian (de Bello Getico, 166^ &c. A. D. 

4940* 

"Ex quo }am patriot gens hare obiita Triones^ 

Atque Iftrum traofvefla femel, veftigia iixit 

Threicio f unefta folo » 

The error is incxcufable | iince it difguifes the principal and imme- 
diate ^u(c of the fall of the Weftem Empire of Rome. 
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